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Styles Theatre in Education (T.I.E) Musical Theatre Physical Theatre

Style and 
Structure

T.I.E starts with an educational topic and 
builds a show around it eg the dangers 
of joyriding, how the media affects our 
idea of image etc. The methods of 
Betrolt Brecht would influence the style 
and structure of TIE plays. It is key to 
pinpoint your target audience right from 
the beginning and think carefully whether 
the issue you are dealing with is suitable. 
Structure of the play would be episodic, 
there would quite possibly be a use of 
a narrator to move events along, song 
and dance to emphasise a key point or 
moment, monologues to outline how a 
character feels.

Musical theatre combines music, song 
and dance and spoken dialogue. The 
emotional content of the piece eg humour, 
love, anger is communicated  through the 
word, music, movement and technical 
aspects. Although you need to write your 
own dialogue you could use songs you 
are familiar with to link the whole piece 
together. Plots in Musical Theatre tend 
to be linear with a beginning, middle and 
end. Rather than spoken monologues, 
songs are used to explore characters’ 
feeling and emotions.

Physical Theatre is linked closely 
to the methods of Antonin Artaud. 
Physical Theatre is the craft of 
building theatre through physical 
actions, characterisation and stage 
composition. Dialogue is still key 
to the performance but movement 
would be used to exaggerate and 
enhance the words. Structure would 
be episodic.

How is this 
shown in 

performance?

Some characterisation can be 
stereotypical in order to make an 
immediate point to the audience. Use 
of multi-role is usual in TIE productions. 
Key characters might be presented 
realistically to highlight a key issue 
or make an emotional impact on the 
audience.

Musical theatre is used to show 
heightened (exaggerated) emotion and 
you would need to explore this particular 
style in more detail. Ability to sing and 
dance confidently would also be important 
to achieve a successful performance.

Obviously the term Physical Theatre 
would suggest an emphasis on the 
ability to use your body effectively. 
This style of theatre would also 
place a huge emphasis on ensemble 
work. The ability to work as a team 
in order to perfect timing, chorus 
work etc would be key to achieving a 
successful performance.
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How is this 
shown in our  

design?

T.I.E sets are usually basic with 
just key items of set being used. 
This helps to keep the play flowing 
without complicated scene changes. 
There would be an emphasis on 
symbolism. Also visual technical 
elements to emphasise the message 
eg PowerPoints, placards. Music/sound 
should also be key.

Consider using theatre in the round 
or a traverse stage which would allow 
interaction with the audience.

The sets used in Musical Theatre 
productions tend to be extravagant but 
this would be difficult to achieve in most 
schools. You would need to consider how 
you might use the set during the songs 
and dances eg if a scene was set in a 
classroom how would you use the desks, 
how many would you need, how would 
you space them out, what would be the 
health and safety implications i.e. could 
the desks hold your weight? Technical 
effects should also try to highlight the 
emotion of the moment eg a change of 
lighting state for a song. And of course 
music, whether recorded or live, would be 
key to the success of the performance.
Consider using a Proscenium Arch or End 
On stage which would give you sufficient 
space for movement and set.

Sets could be basic as the actors 
would use their bodies to create key 
objects.

Sets would also be representational 
and symbolic. It should be non 
realistic eg a white sheet might be 
used, along with the actors’ bodies 
to create a number of objects and 
locations eg the sails of a ship, the 
waves of the sea etc. There might 
be the use of projected images to 
suggest location or mood. Music/
sound would play an important part 
and enhance the actors’ movements. 
Consider using theatre in the round 
or a traverse stage which would allow 
interaction with the audience but 
remember to allow yourself enough 
space to move effectively.


