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Introduction
Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of material from 
a wide range of cultural and religious sources, including 
Christianity, contributes to the pupils’ spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development.

What is the value of using Together?

• It is a ready-made resource for Collective Wor-
ship that can help your school to fulfill the statutory 
requirement for a daily act of Collective Worship; 
material is of a ‘broadly Christian character’, reflect-
ing the ‘broad traditions of Christian belief’.

• It encourages individual and community responses, 
from a sense of celebration to thoughtful reflection.

• The programmes encourage pupils to think about 
issues and to share their experiences.

• It includes the voices of junior age pupils speaking 
for themselves.

• It can be used with large or small groups of pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and teachers 
from a range of backgrounds to participate in the pro-
grammes. A mixture of songs, reflections and prayers 
allows pupils to respond to what they have heard in 
their own way.

Using the programmes and these Teacher’s 
Notes:

Programmes are also available as downloads or pod-
casts for 60 days following transmission. This means 
that you can download each programme (for free) as 
an mp3 file, for playback either from a computer or from 
an mp3 player, such as an iPod.

If you subscribe to the series your computer will 
automatically search for each new episode when you 
connect to the internet, ensuring that you never miss a 
programme.

Programmes are also available as audio on demand. 
The audio on demand is a reliable service that allows
you to listen to the programme ‘streamed’ over the 
internet via the BBC iplayer. However, we would recom-
mend that you download each programme using the 
podcast service, rather than use the audio on demand 
service.

Downloading the programme is the most reliable means 
of acquiring the programmes for playback.

Focus images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided by 
the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these notes we have 
provided focus images which you can display be clicking 
on the image.

The images come direct from the BBC and appear as 
individual photographs without any additional page infor-
mation - so you do not need to worry about displaying any 
distracting or unsuitable material.

We assume that many teachers will continue to wish to 
provide their own focus objects and the suggestions for 
images we’ve provided are often a good starting point 
when considering which objects to collect.

Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:

• A story or short drama
• One song from either the Come and Praise song 

books or our collection All about our school
• Voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged children
• Reflection and/or an opportunity for prayer

Preparation for using the programmes:

• Create a sense of occasion and exploration by setting 
up a focus picture (either using the online resources 
included here or your own ideas) for pupils to think 
about during the programme. This will enhance their 
listening and concentration and providefurther talking 
points.

• Consider ways to make the use of the focus image 
more effective – eg by projecting it or by displaying it 
on an interactive whiteboard.

• Shut out distractions by closing the curtains or dim-
ming the lights.

• Think about the seating arrangements (eg would a 
semi-circle or circle  arrangement foster greater  
engagement).

During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:

• Pause the programme to discuss the issues when 
you wish.

• Pause the programme before the songs   
to consider their content.

1
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• Pause the programme after the reflection and / or 
prayer to allow pupils to add their own thoughts

• Replay sections of the programme to allow pupils 
to gain familiarity with the material.

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are Come 
and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All about our 
school. These song books contain a wealth of songs 
for use in assemblies. They’ve also been compiled to 
respond to the requirements of the 1988 Education 
Reform Act, so the emphasis is on being broadly, but 
not exclusively, Christian.

The song books are also accompanied by:

•	 Come	and	Praise instrumental books.  
These contain the melody line, two me-                                                                                                                                              
lodic parts and a bass part. There are                                                                                                                                            
also guitar chords and suggestions for 

     percussion.
•	 CD. There is a double CD available for   

each collection. They may be used to   
provide enjoyable listening or accompani-
ment for assemblies where no pianist is 
available. For copyright reasons we are not 
able to provide these resources in these 
notes or elsewhere on the School Radio web-
site. However, they are available from BBC 
Active.

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems
from the children are particularly welcome.
Please use the Contact us link from the website:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/contactusform
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Unit 1: Wise words 
This unit takes two well-known sayings and ex-
plores them through story, reflections and children’s 
own wisdom. The programmes reinforce the idea of 
wisdom carried within and passed on through com-
munities, helping children to recognise their part in a 
process that is as old as humankind.

1: The grass is always greener

Themes: envy and coveting other people’s posses-
sions.

Preparation for the programme:
FOCUS IMAGE: A picture of a crown 

You could also find an image of The Three Witches 
from Macbeth

Click on image to display a large version 

Programme content:
Story: Macbeth – the man who wanted it all
Song: Come and Praise no. 147 ‘One more step’ 
Vox pops: children talk about what they think the 
proverb means
Reflection: Children’s prayers about being grateful 
for what we have

Before the programme:

PRE-PROGRAMME QUESTIONS

• What would you really like to get as a present?
• Is it something you want because someone else 

has it and you want it too? 
• Will you be disappointed if you don’t get it and 

why?

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_01.jpg
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• Do you ever find yourself looking at what other 
people have and wishing it was yours?

Story synopsis: Macbeth - The man who want-
ed it all - by David Self.

Macbeth was a real-life ruler of Scotland but our 
story takes Shakespeare’s famous play as inspira-
tion. According to Shakespeare Macbeth is full of 
ambition and never satisfied until he has what he 
wants.

Three women come to Macbeth in a dream and 
plant the thought that he could be king of all Scot-
land and so Macbeth follows this ‘dream’ only to 
discover that there was always ‘…one thing more he 
wanted; a clear conscience. He couldn’t forget how 
he’d come to be king - and he felt guilty’.

After the programme:

You might like to point out, in fairness to the real 
King Macbeth that this is a story and that, as far as 
we know, he was a good king.
 
STORY QUESTIONS

• What should Macbeth have done?
• When should he have stopped trying to realise 

his ambition to be king?
• Once he’d had the dream, did Macbeth have 

any choice but to go on trying to become king?
• At one point the story says: ‘Macbeth got his 

land and castle, and everything else that had 
belonged to the Thane of Cawdor. Not only did 
he have all he needed: he had everything he’d 
ever wanted, So he should have been happy. 
Very, very happy. But he wasn’t.’ Why wasn’t 
Macbeth happy?

• What does the phrase say to you about your 
life?

• Someone said about Macbeth: ‘...his problems 
and their solutions lay within himself...’ What you 
think this means?

ACTIVITIES:

• Write the story of Macbeth as a comic strip 
using pictures, speech bubbles and thought 
bubbles.

• Write a modern day story on the same theme, 
you could call it The tale of Mrs/Ms/Mr Mac-
beth.

• Research the true facts, as far as they are 
known, about the real Macbeth. Write him a 
letter explaining what you think of him and how 
he’s been treated through history and some of 
the things that have been said about him.

• Look through newspapers and magazines for 
adverts and stories about wanting what other 
people have.

• Write a prayer that begins: ‘Help me to be 
happy with what I have...’

• Start a class collection of proverbs and say-
ings - which do you like the best and which 
don’t you agree with?

3
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2: Do not let the sun go down on your 
anger
 
Themes: anger and resolving conflict
 
Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: A mobile phone with a ‘message 
received’ sign

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

Story: Sweet dreams
Song: Come and Praise, 2 no. 91 ‘Break out’
Vox pops: Children talk about anger and how to 
dissipate it
Reflection: On the meaning of the proverb
 
Before the programme:

PRE-PROGRAMME QUESTIONS

• When was the last time you were angry?
• What kinds of things make you angry?
• Have there ever been times when you’ve felt 

angry with someone and haven’t been able to 
sort it out?

• How do you deal with anger?
• Do not let the sun go down on your anger’. What 

do you think this means?

4

Story synopsis: Sweet dreams by Andy Harrison

Nigel can’t get to sleep; something is keeping 
him awake and he can’t work out what it is. Then 
he feels a tight knot in his stomach and knows 
that what he’s feeling is anger. He thinks back to 
the events of the day when a friend let him down 
badly, leaving him feeling cross and confused. 
Now it’s late at night – what can Nigel do about it 
now, how can he get to sleep with this painful knot 
of anger in his stomach?

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS

• Can you understand why Nigel felt so angry?
• What do you think of Steven’s behaviour ear-

lier in the day?
• Do you think Nigel was right to send Steven a 

text message – does the time make any differ-
ence?

• How do you think Steven felt when he got the 
message?

• Was Nigel brave to text Steven – does it take 
courage sometimes to ‘clear the air’?

• Might it have been better if Nigel had slept on 
it?

• Does it sometimes help?

Activities:

• Write your own story with the title ‘Do not let 
the sun go down on your anger’.

• Discuss the phrase, ‘There is no pillow so soft 
as a clear conscience’. What do you think this 
means?

• Can you think up any tips for dealing with an-
gry feelings? Write them up as checklist.

• Practice ‘thought replacement’ – if you 
find yourself having a bad thought like ‘he 
shouldn’t have done that, I don’t like him’, re-
place it with a good thought like, ‘he shouldn’t 
have done that, but that’s up to him and I’m 
not going to let it bother me’.

• Write down a list of things that make you 
angry – choose one and try to ‘neutralise’ it 
today by not allowing yourself to be angry 
about it.

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_02.jpg
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Unit 2: Pepper, my very 
own dog 
3: The puppy

Themes: pets; caring for animals; Battersea Dogs 
and Cats Home

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: A rescue dog, like Pepper, waiting 
for a new home.

 

Click on image to display a large version 

Programme content:

SONG: Come and Praise 2 no 80 – ‘All the animals’, 
verses 1 and 2 only
STORY: Pepper, my very own dog, part 1, by Rob
John
FEATURE: a group of children visit Battersea Dogs 
and Cats Home to fi nd out about the work done 
there to care for and re-home stray and unwanted 
cats and dogs
REFLECTION: …on looking after pets and caring 
for and respecting all animals

Before the programme:

PRE-PROGRAMME QUESTIONS

• Do you have a pet? How do you look after it?
• What should someone think about before          

deciding to have a pet?
• In your opinion, which type of animal makes the 

best pet and why?

Story synopsis: Pepper, my very own dog, part1, 
by Rob John

Stanley remembers how as a 10-year-old boy he 
was very quiet and had hardly any friends. His Dad 
used to get frustrated with him, until he had the 
bright idea of getting Stanley a dog. At the Dogs’ 
Home there was a choice of hundreds and Stanley’s 
Dad was keen on a cute little Spaniel, but Stanley-
saw a sad and frightened dog and decided he was 
the one he must take home. His Dad tried to dis-
suade him, but Stanley was adamant.

The dog’s name was Pepper and he was scared of 
everything and everyone. Stanley tried hard to 
befriend him and win his trust, but without much 
success. His Dad wanted to take Pepper back to 
the Dogs’ Home and swap him for the Spaniel, but 
Stanley wasn’t giving up. Then, after about three 
weeks, Stanley came home from school one day 
and greeted Pepper, who was lying in his basket. 
To Stanley’s excitement and delight he detected a 
slight wagging of Pepper’s tail in response to his 
greeting, and he sensed his hard work might pay off 
after all.
 
After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS

• Why did Dad think having a dog would be good 
for Stanley? 

• Did Stanley agree?
• Why do you think Stanley chose Pepper?
• How did Pepper behave when Stanley got him 

home? 
• Why do you think he behaved that way?
• How did Stanley try to help Pepper to feel bet-

ter?
• What happened to make Stanley think he was 

finally winning Pepper’s trust?

ACTIVITIES:

• Write part of the story from Pepper’s point of 
view. You could choose to write about Pepper 
in the dogs and cats home when he first sees 
Stanley and his dad, or perhaps when he first 
arrives at Stanley’s home.

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_03.jpg
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• Create a poster headed ‘Looking after your 
pet…’ and fill in the type of pet you want to write 
about. So it might be ‘Looking after your pet dog’ 
or ‘Looking after your pet hamster’ for example. 
Think carefully about the important messages 
you want to get over to help people understand 
the responsibility they are taking on; and choose 
your words carefully to ensure that the message 
is clear. You could also add graphics to make 
the poster stand out and be memorable.

• Draw before and after pictures showing Pep-
per’s life before moving in with Stanley, and 
afterwards when he is settled and happy. Divide 
your paper in two in landscape (long edge at top 
and bottom), format and draw a simple ‘before’ 
image on the right and ‘after’ on the left. You 
could also add key words around each picture. 
Choose ‘feeling’ words that indicate the big 
changes in Pepper’s life.

Weblinks:

Battersea Dogs and Cats Home:
• www.battersea.org.uk/

Choosing and caring for pets:
• www.pdsa.org.uk/pet-health-advice/
• www.rspca.org.uk/allaboutanimals/pets

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites

4. Saying goodbye

Themes: looking after pets; forming special rela-
tionship with pet; coping with the death of a pet

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: A dog like Pepper 

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school, no 4 – ‘It’s not just a 
pile of old bricks’
STORY: Pepper, my very own dog, part 2 by Rob
John
VOX POPS: children talk about how they coped with 
the death of a pet
SONG: Come and Praise 1 no 57 – ‘Lost and 
found’, verses 1 and 2 only
REFLECTION: …on appreciating pets, enjoying the 
time that we spend with them, and coping with the 
sadness of losing a pet

Before the programme:

PRE-PROGRAMME QUESTIONS

• Recap on how to care for our pets, what their 
needs are and how we can meet them.

• What is a pet doctor called?
• What kind of things do vets have to do – what 

kinds of animals might they see and how do 
they treat them?

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_03.jpg
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• Have you ever had a pet that’s been ill? Did you 
have to visit the vet? What happened? (This dis-
cussion may well lead onto pets that have died, 
allowing the children to introduce the subject 
themselves).

Story synopsis: Pepper, my very own dog, part 2 
by Rob John

In the second part of the story about Stanley and 
his dog, Pepper, we hear how both of them benefit-
ted from the bond that was forming between them. 
When Stanley was approached by a bully while 
walking Pepper in the park, he found the strength 
to stand up for himself, which made him feel very 
proud.

However, his new-found happiness was shattered 
just before bonfire night, when Pepper was spooked 
by a firework and ran away. Pepper eventually 
turned up again, exhausted and frightened and 
Stanley had work hard to regain his trust.

Then, when things had returned to normal, Stanley 
found he had the confidence to do something he 
never thought he would do – he volunteered to give 
a talk to his class and his teacher about Pepper. 
The talk was so successful that Stanley declared it 
to be his best day ever, as he and Pepper, who was 
sitting beside him, basked in the applause from the 
rest of the class.
 
When Stanley was 19 years old and studying at 
college, Pepper became ill and died and Stanley 
returned home to bury him. Stanley eventually be-
came a teacher – which seemed strange consider-
ing how shy and lacking in confidence he had been 
as a boy, but was probably helped by his relation-
ship with an even shyer dog called Pepper
 
After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS

• How did Stanley’s relationship with Pepper help 
him deal with other people?

• Why did Pepper run away just before bonfire 
night, and how did Stanley feel about his disap-
pearance?

• When Pepper eventually returned, what had 
happened to Stanley’s relationship with him and 
how did Stanley try to put things right?

• What were the two amazing things that resulted 
from Stanley’s talk to his class, and how did that 
make him feel?

• What was Stanley studying to be when he 
received the news that Pepper was ill, and why 
was it surprising?

ACTIVITIES:

• In the story Stanley became more confident 
through looking after Pepper. Create a poster 
under the heading ‘Pets give you confidence’. 
List and illustrate how you think pets do this. You 
might include words such as: responsibility, trust 
and being organised.

• Write a story about bonfire night or any noisy  
celebration from the point of view of a pet. Can 
you imagine yourself as a pet who suddenly 
finds themselves in the middle of strange and 
frightening noises and smells? Include lots of 
feeling words, perhaps ‘fear’, ‘scared’ ‘jumpy’ for 
example.

• Write a poem called ‘Goodbye Pepper’ in which 
Stanley expresses his feelings for his dog soon 
after hearing that Pepper has died.

Weblinks:
Coping with the death of a pet:
• www.bbc.co.uk/relationships/coping_with_grief/

bereavement_deathpet.shtml



School Radio  © BBC 2015www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

8

School Radio  © BBC 2015www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

Unit 3: Grow your own 
5: Growing with Grandad, part 1

Themes: growing food, the bene fits of growing 
your own food

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: a picture of an allotment, with a 
boy and his grandfather

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

VOX POPS: children talk about growing their own 
fruit and vegetables
SONG: Come and Praise 1 no 17 – ‘Think of a 
world without any fl owers’, verses 1 and 2 (omit 
verse 3)
STORY: Growing with Grandad, part 1, by Rob John
REFLECTION: ...on the advantages of growing 
our own food and being grateful for all the different 
types of food we have

Before the programme:

PRE-PROGRAMME QUESTIONS

• Where do we grow food in this country? Is it just 
on farms or can you think of other places?

• What is your favourite fresh food ?(a tomato 
would be fresh, a frozen pizza made with tomato 
would be processed).

• Do you or any members of your family grow 
anything to eat? 

• What do they grow and where do they grow it? 
• Do you like to eat what you/ they grow?

Story synopsis: Growing with Grandad, part 1, 
by Rob John 

In the first part of the story Michael thinks back to 
the time when, as a grumpy 8-year-old, he spent 
his summer holiday helping his Grandad on his 
allotment.

Michael’s mum had had a baby and Michael was 
sent round to his Grandad’s to be looked after. His 
Grandad spent a lot of time on his allotment, which 
was bad news for Michael.

On the first visit to the allotment, Michael was very
unimpressed, but Grandad persuaded him to plant 
a seed potato.

A few months later, in the summer holidays, 
Michael visited the allotment with his Grandad 
again and was amazed at how many potatoes had 
grown from one plant. Later on Grandad cooked 
the potatoes and, despite protesting that he didn’t 
like vegetables, Michael thought they were the 
best things he’d ever eaten. In fact, Michael dis-
covered that he liked lots of vegetables, and fruit 
too. He even enjoyed working on the allotment with 
his Grandad so much that he was sad when the 
summer holidays ended and he had to go back to 
school. He would miss the allotment, although his 
Grandad reassured him that gardening and grow-
ing carried on throughout the seasons; it never 
stopped.

However, the following year, when it came round to 
the time for planting potatoes again, things weren’t 
quite the same, as we’ll hear in the second part of 
the story.

After the programme

STORY QUESTIONS

• Why did Michael not like Grandad’s allotment?
• What did he think was wrong with it?
• What did Michael and Grandad plant on the 

first visit to the allotment? How did they plant 
them?

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_05.jpg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_05.jpg
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6: Growing with Grandad, part 2

Themes: growing your own food, appreciating 
nature and the signi ficance of growing seasons, 
learning from  others/other generations

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: A boy like Michael from the story 
working in an allotment

Click on the image to display a larger version

Programme content:

SONG: Come and Praise 1 no 3 – ‘All things bright 
and beautiful’, verses 1 and 2 (omit verses 3 and 4)
STORY: Growing with Grandad, part 2, by Rob John
FEATURE: children from a school in Kent talk about
growing their own food
REFLECTION: ...on the pleasure of growing your 
own food, appreciating the effect the seasons have 
on the growing cycle of plants
NOTE: The story features the death of Grandad
which may be a sensitive issue for some children.

Before the programme:

PRE-PROGRAMME QUESTIONS

• Are there any allotments near where you live?
• What kinds of things do people grow there?
• Apart from eating what you grow, what other 

pleasures do you think people gain from growing 
plants?

• Can you remember what happened in the first 
part of Growing with Grandad?

9
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• What changed Michael’s mind about the allot-
ment?

• How did his attitude to fruit and vegetables 
change?

• How did he feel at the end of the summer about 
the allotment...and about his Grandad?

ACTIVITIES:

• Think about your favourite fresh food. What 
words would you use to describe its taste, 
colour, texture and how it makes you feel. 
When you eat it does it remind you of anywhere 
special or a particular time in your life? Write a 
poem in which you try to convey what it is like 
to eat your favourite fresh food.

• Choose a key moment from the story and illus-
trate it. You could add speech bubbles, thought 
bubbles and/or a caption.

• Design your own allotment space. What would
      you grow in it and what other things would you
     have (a shed for your tools, and a chair for
     enjoying the view for example).
• Perhaps you’d add other things like a secret 

food store and a book shelf. Think carefully 
about what you’ll put where to make it a good 
place to visit and grow things.

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_06.jpg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_06.jpg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_06.jpg
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• Why did Michael not like the allotment and 
what changed his mind?

Story synopsis: Growing with Grandad, part 2, 
by Rob John

In the second part of the story we rejoin Michael in
the spring as he and Grandad are due to start 
planting potatoes again. Down at the allotment 
Michael is worried by how thin Grandad looks and 
persuades him to sit down while he does all the 
planting by himself. 

One night there’s a phone call to say that Grandad 
has been taken in to hospital and he may have to 
have an operation. Michael and his Mum visit him 
and Grandad asks Michael to look after the allot-
ment until he’s better. Michael readily agrees and 
tends the allotment every day after school.

When he digs up the first lot of potatoes and sees 
how many there are and how perfect they are he 
can’t wait to take them to show Grandad. However, 
when he gets to the hospital, Grandad’s bed is 
empty.

Michael is now grown up with a son of his own. 
They’re on an allotment where Michael is teach-
ing his son how to grow potatoes...in just the same 
way as his Grandad taught him.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS

• Why was Michael worried about Grandad?
• At the hospital, what did Grandad ask Michael 

to do for him?
• What kind of things did Michael need to do at 

the allotment?
• What did he discover at the allotment that he 

was so eager to show to Grandad?
• How is the grown-up Michael putting the        

knowledge he gained from Grandad to good 
use?

ACTIVITIES:

• Talk in pairs and then as a whole class. What 
things do you think Michael learned from his 
Grandad? Did he only learn about growing 
things?

• In the story we find out that Grandad has died 
but we are not actually told this. How does the 
story get this sad fact across? Can you create 
an illustration for this important part of the story?

• Conduct a blindfold tasting of fresh fruit and 
vegetables. Can the blindfolded volunteers work 
out what they are tasting?
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Unit 4: Beginnings
This unit considers the way ‘new beginnings’ can 
affect us all, on a grand scale or in a very personal 
way. There are two stories, both drawn from the 
Bible. 

7. Noah

Themes: the symbolism of hope as seen in the 
rainbow: to think about hopes for the world.

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: A beautiful rainbow with a dove

Click on the image to display a larger version

Programme content:

Story: The rainbow promise by Paul Birch
Song: Come and Praise no. 12 ‘Who put the col-
ours in the rainbow?’
Vox pops: Children respond to the story and what 
they think when they see a rainbow
Reflection: Children talking about the meaning of 
the rainbow and their hopes for the world

Before the programme:

PRE-PROGRAMME QUESTIONS

• What are you looking forward to today?
• Is there something you hope will happen?
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• Talk about a recent news story of a difficult 
situation somewhere in the world. What do the 
children hope for in that situation? What would 
be a good outcome?

• Talk about the children’s hopes for their lives. 
Can they create a simple statement of hope 
such as ‘I hope I will be happy and will do 
something good for the world’; or, ‘I hope I will 
find a cure for diseases and that I will live in a 
world where everyone has enough food’?

Story synopsis: The rainbow promise - by Paul 
Birch. The story of Noah and the ark from Genesis, 
chapters 6 - 9. 

The events are introduced by Mrs Noah, scepti-
cal of her husband’s boat building on dry land and 
bemused by his constant references to instructions 
from his ‘Father’.

The situation of the warring tribes of the time is 
touched upon in a reference to all the fighting and 
hatred surrounding Noah and his family; but the 
story has a light touch and we also hear of things 
from the animals’ point of view.

The story ends with the successful landing of the 
ark and the appearance of the rainbow, symbolis-
ing God’s promise and our part of the bargain - to 
avoid the terrible fighting that preceded the flood. 
It’s a story of hope and of our need to work to 
make new hopes a reality.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS
 
• Have you ever been on a boat journey and 

been out of sight of land? 
• Can you imagine how lonely and frightened the 

people on the ark would have been?
• What would you have said to Noah if you found 

him building a boat in a hot country far from 
any water?

• Have you ever made fun of someone and then 
realised that they were right all along?

• What did you think of the end of the story? 
• How have people lived up to the ‘deal’; have 

we become less warlike, is there less hatred 
and anger in the world?

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_07.jpg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_07.jpg


8: Moses

Themes: To explore the idea of turning points and 
beginnings.

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: An artist’s impression of the burn-
ing bush encountered by Moses

Click on the image to display a larger version

Programme content:

Story: Moses tells his own story of how he escaped 
Egypt and then, after hearing the voice of God in a 
burning bush, decided to return to free his people
Song: Come and Praise no. 141 ‘Shalom’
Vox pops: Children talk about their own ‘turning 
points’ and self esteem
Reflection: On changes and how we can help oth-
ers and boost their self esteem

Before the programme:

PRE-PROGRAMME QUESTIONS

• Can you think back to something that really 
changed you and made your life different?         
Perhaps starting a new school or the arrival of a 
brother or sister or discovering a new hobby.

• What does it feel like when something you don’t 
enjoy very much is over? Examples might be 
a lesson that you find difficult or a visit to the        
dentist.
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• Can we apply the story to our own lives? 
• Can we live more peacefully with the people 

around us? 
• What could you do today to try to live together 

better?

ACTIVITIES;

• Write the story of the ark form the point of view 
of one of the animals.

• Create your own ‘hope rainbow’ using deco-
rated pictures of rainbows with your hopes for 
your future and the future of the world written 
on them and/or illustrated.

• Draw up a list of promises that will help every-
one get on together and work better together. 
Try to think of things that you know you can 
really do – promises you can ‘deliver’.

• Look through the daily papers for stories of 
hope and stories where you hope for change. 
Using the stories, write a prayer or some 
words of hope for the world.

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_08.jpg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_summer_2015_08.jpg
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• Is there somewhere that you think of as a 
‘special place’, somewhere where you behave 
differently and feel differently? It could be your 
room, a place of worship, or somewhere in the 
town or in the country? Why is it special?

Story synopsis: Moses - by Gordon Lamont. 
Based on the story in Genesis chapters 2 - 4. 

Moses tells of how he had to leave Egypt after kill-
ing an Egyptian whom he saw attacking a Jewish 
slave. He escapes and goes to live in Midian where 
he marries and settles down.

Then, one day, he sees a bush that burns fiercely 
but does not burn and he knows that he is in a 
special place, ‘holy ground’. He hears the voice of 
God coming from the burning bush and is sent to 
rescue his people from slavery in Egypt. Moses 
argues with the voice saying that no one will listen 
to him and he is not a good speaker, but the voice 
tells him that God will be with him.

The story ends as Moses looks down on the land 
of Egypt, ready to face his challenge and bring his 
people out of slavery.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS

• What were the main turning points for Moses in 
the story?

• How does Moses try to persuade God not to 
send him and how does God answer Moses?

• How do you think Moses was feeling as he 
looked down on the land of Egypt ready to fol-
low God’s instructions? 

• How would Moses’ wife and son react when he 
told them of his plans to return to Egypt?

Activities:

• Photocopy or draw your own version of the 
focus picture. Colour the picture and write the 
words or thoughts of Moses.

• Draw a ‘wanted poster’ for Moses after he has 
killed the Egyptian and run away from Egypt.

• Write the imaginary diary of a slave in Egypt.
• Tell the story in the form of an imaginary map, 

tracing Moses’ route from Egypt to Midian, to 
the site of the burning bush and back to Egypt. 
Plot the ‘turning points’ in Moses’ story on the 
map.

Weblinks:
Information on Judaism from bbc.co.uk


