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Introduction
Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of 
material from a wide range of cultural and 
religious sources, including Christianity, 
contributes to the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development.

What is the value of using Together?

• It is a ready-made resource for 
Collective Worship that can help your 
school to fulfill the statutory 
requirement for a daily act of Collective 
Worship; material is of a ‘broadly 
Christian character’, reflecting the ‘broad 
traditions of Christian belief’.
• It encourages individual and 
community responses, from a sense of 
celebration to thoughtful reflection.
• The programmes encourage pupils to
think about issues and to share their
experiences.
• It includes the voices of junior age pupils 
speaking for themselves.
• It can be used with large or small groups 
of pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and 
teachers from a range of backgrounds to 
participate in the programmes. A mixture of 
songs, reflections and prayers allow pupils to 
respond to what they have heard in their own 
way.

Using the programmes and these 
Teacher’s Notes:

Programmes are also available as downloads 
or podcasts for 60 days following transmission. 
This means that you can download each 
programme (for free) as an mp3 file, for 
playback either from a computer or from an 
mp3 player, such as an iPod.

If you subscribe to the series your computer will 
automatically search for each new episode when 
you connect to the internet, ensuring that you 
never miss a programme.

Programmes are also available as audio on
demand. The audio on demand is a reliable
service – especially on broadband - that allows
you to listen to the programme ‘streamed’ over 
the internet via the BBC iplayer.

However, we would recommend that you download 
each programme using the podcast service, rather 
than use the audio on demand service.

Downloading the programme is the most reliable 
means of acquiring the programmes for playback.

Focus images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided 
by the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these notes 
we have provided focus images which you can 
display be clicking on the link underneath each 
picture.

The images come direct from the BBC and appear 
as individual photographs without any additional 
page information - so you do not need to worry 
about displaying any distracting or unsuitable 
material.

We assume that many teachers will continue to 
wish to provide their own focus objects and the 
suggestions for images we’ve provided are often a 
good starting point when considering what objects 
to collect.

Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:
•  A story or short drama
•  One song from either the Come and Praise
 song books or our collection called All   
    about our school
•  Voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged
 children
•  Reflection and/or an opportunity for   
    prayer

Preparation for using the programmes:
•  Create a sense of occasion and 
 exploration by setting up a focus picture   
(either using the online resources 
 included here or your own ideas) for 
 pupils to think about during the 
 programme. This will enhance their 
 listening and concentration and provide
 further talking points.

1
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•  Consider ways to make the use of the  
 focus image more effective – e.g. by 
 projecting it or by displaying it on an 
 interactive whiteboard.
•  Shut out distractions by closing the 
 curtains or dimming the lights.
•  Think about the seating arrangements  
 (e.g. would a semi-circle or circle 
 arrangement foster greater 
 engagement).

During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:
•  Pause the programme to discuss the 
 issues when you wish or when there is a  
 ‘Time to Talk’ pause in the programme.
•  Pause the programme before the songs  
 to consider their content
•  Pause the programme after the reflection
 and / or prayer to allow pupils to add  
 their own thoughts
•  Replay sections of the programme to  
 allow pupils to gain familiarity with the  
 material

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are 
Come and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All 
about our school. These song books contain a 
wealth of songs for use in assemblies. They’ve 
also been compiled to respond to the require-
ments of the 1988 Education Reform Act, so the 
emphasis is on being broadly, but not exclusive-
ly, Christian.

The song books are also accompanied by:
•  Come and Praise instrumental books.
 These contain the melody line, two me-                                                                                                                                              
     lodic parts and a bass part. There are                                                                                                                                              
     also guitar chords and suggestions for 
  percussion.
•  CD. There is a double CD available for  
 each collection. They may be used to  
 provide enjoyable listening or 
accompaniment for assemblies where no 
pianist is available. For copyright reasons 
we are not able to provide these resources 
in these notes or elsewhere on the School 
Radio website. However, they are available 
from BBC Active.

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems
from the children are particularly welcome.
Please use the Contact us link from the website:

www.bbc.co.uk/learningschoolradio/contactusform
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Unit 1: The way things 
are

1: How the rhinoceros got his skin

Themes: 
Questions we want answered about the world 
around us. How did people find the answers 
to their questions before they could surf 
the internet? The variety and interest of our 
world.

Pre-programme questions: 
Look out the school window. What colour 
is the sky today? If it’s a blue sky, why is it 
blue? 
What ways are there to find out 
information about our world other than the 
internet? 
Does anyone own an encyclopaedia?

Focus image: A rhinoceros

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

VOX POPS: Children asking their big 
questions

STORY: How the rhinoceros got his skin
A retelling of the Rudyard Kipling ‘Just so’ 
story by Rebecca Saire and read by David 
Shaw Parker.

SONG: ‘Who put the colours in the rainbow,’ 
(Come and Praise, Number 12)

REFLECTION: Considering the beauty and 
complexity of the world in which we live. 
Thinking about some of the big questions 
that you have about the world.

Story synopsis:
 
How the rhinoceros got his skin

A man living on an uninhabited island eats 
only cake. One day, having made a 
particularly big and tasty cake, he is startled 
to see a rhinoceros lumbering towards him. 
This rhinoceros looks very different from the 
ones we see today as it has very smooth skin 
which it can undo the buttons of and carry 
over its shoulder. The rhinoceros spikes the 
cake on its nose and eats it and the man 
is angry. A few weeks later, the rhinoceros 
comes down to the sea for a swim leaving its 
skin on the sand. The man dances and rubs 
his hands excitedly at the prospect of getting 
his own back...then he tips cake crumbs into 
the skin and rubs them in. When the rhino 
puts his skin on again he itches and scratches 
because of all the crumbs and rubs his skin 
against a palm tree until it’s the wrinkly, 
saggy skin that we see on the creatures 
today.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS: 

• What does uninhabited mean? 
• How did the rhino look at the beginning of 

the story and what was special about its 
skin? 

• How does the man get his own back 
when the rhinoceros eats the cake he has 
baked? 

• How does the rhino look at the end of the 
story and why is it so bad-tempered?

3
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ACTIVITIES:

Choose an animal and write a ‘Just so’ story 
of your own explaining how a tiger or zebra 
got its stripes, a giraffe its long neck, a rabbit 
its big ears.

Make a class list of questions about the world 
that you want answered. Then, not using 
a computer, try to find out the answers to 
them.

SUGGESTED LINKS:

www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/why-is-
the-sky-blue/13430.html

www.savetherhino.org 
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2: Why the sun moves slowly across 
the sky

Themes: The things we do in a typical day. 
The differences between day and night. How 
the earth’s rotation brings day and night to 
different parts of the planet. What it would be 
like if it was always day or always night.

Pre-programme questions:
What are the things you do in a normal day? 
Why is it daytime in some parts of the world 
and night time in others? 
Why do we need both day and night?

Focus image: The sun

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

STORY: How Maui tamed the sun, a 
retelling of a traditional Polynesian tale by 
Tracey Hammett, read by James Goode.

SONG: ‘All things bright and beautiful’ 
(Complete Come and Praise, Number 3)

VOX-POPS: What it would be like if it was 
always daytime.

REFLECTION: Thinking about what it would 
be like if it was always night and the things 
you do after dark. Thinking about what it 
would be like if it was always day.

A prayer thanking God for summer days and 
times for both activity and rest.

Story synopsis: 

How Maui tamed the sun

Long ago the sun was always in a rush to 
cross the sky and the days were much short-
er. In the village where Maui lives, the peo-
ple can never finish their work before night-
fall. Maui comes up with a plan to tame the 
sun and make it move more slowly. He in-
structs the villagers to gather a huge moun-
tain of flax, plaits it into strong ropes and 
makes a net to catch the sun. Then he goes 
to the cave where the sun sleeps and waits 
for dawn. The sun is trapped in Maui’s net 
and despite the blinding light and scorching 
heat Maui shows great bravery and doesn’t 
release the sun until it has promised to move 
more slowly across the sky. The sun is weak-
ened by the struggle and agrees.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why do the villagers want the sun to stay 
longer in the sky each day? 

• What is Maui’s plan and how does he put 
it into action? 

• Why was it so dangerous for Maui to be 
close to the sun? 

• What feelings do the villagers have for 
Maui at the end of the story?

ACTIVITIES:

List the daytime activities and night time 
activities that the class customarily do.
Make a bar or pie chart showing how much 
time in a typical 24 hours is spent doing 
these activities.

SUGGESTED LINKS:

www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/day-and-
night-on-earth/1874.html
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Unit 2: The Environment

3: Sandbags at St Luke’s – part one

Theme: The floods of February 2014. The 
importance of water. What happens when 
there is too much of it. Communities coming 
together to help each other. Needing 
neighbours. The real life experiences of 
those affected by flooding.

Pre-programme questions: 
Why is water regarded as something 
precious? 
Why should we not take water for granted? 
What was the combination of factors that 
caused many parts of the UK to flood earlier 
this year?

Focus image: An aerial view of flooding.

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

STORY: Sandbags at St Luke’s - part one, 
by Jeff Capel, featuring Rebecca Saire and 
Robert Fitch.

INTERVIEW: A teacher talks about what 
happened to his school during the floods. 

SONG: ‘Cross over the road’ (Complete 
Come and Praise, number 70)

REFELCTION: Thinking about some of the 
consequences of flooding – people having to 
leave their home, farmers’ crops under water, 
schools closed. Difficult times for many but 
bringing out the best in communities.

Story synopsis: 

Sandbags at St Luke’s - part one

As St Luke’s prepares for sports’ day on its 
playing field, the headteacher Mrs Ford and 
the caretaker Mr Hoyle remember how their 
school was affected by flooding earlier in the 
year. The village is built on the banks of a 
river and lies close to the sea so wild storms, 
a tidal surge and constant rain caused the 
waters to rise. Mrs Hoyle thinks global warm-
ing is responsible but Mr Hoyle takes the view 
that hundreds of years of trying to control 
nature and what man has done to the envi-
ronment is also to blame. The school closes, 
the playing field floods, and the school opens 
its doors to the community as Flood H.Q.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS: 

• Why does the location of St Luke’s mean 
it’s under threat from the floods? 

• What reasons do Mrs Ford and Mr Hoyle 
give for the cause of the flooding? 

• Why is the army on their way to the  
village? 

• What sorts of people use the Flood   
Headquarters?

ACTIVITIES:

Watch some news bulletins from February 
2014 highlighting the worst of the floods.

Draw a map of the UK, highlighting on it the 
areas most affected by the flooding.

SUGGESTED LINKS:

www.geography.org.uk › Resources 
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-shrop-
shire-26137842

http://www.geography.org.uk � Resources www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-shropshire-26137842
http://www.geography.org.uk � Resources www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-shropshire-26137842
http://www.geography.org.uk � Resources www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-shropshire-26137842
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/together_summer_2014_03.jpg
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4: Sandbags at St.Luke’s – part two

Theme: Preventing flooding. Flood defences. 
Global warming. The work of the Environ-
ment Agency. Taking a balanced view of the 
arguments. Thinking of others.

Pre-programme questions: 
What can the children remember from the 
last programme about the flooding? 
What would it be like to be forced out of 
your home by flooding?

Focus image: sandbags

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

STORY: Sandbags at St Luke’s - part two, 
by Jeff Capel, featuring Rebecca Saire and 
Robert Fitch.

VOX-POPS: imagining what it would be like 
to be evacuated from your home.

INTERVIEW: A spokesperson from The Envi-
ronment Agency talks about their work pre-
venting flooding and what defences look like.

SONG: ‘Who put the colours in the rainbow?’ 
(Come and Praise 1, number 72)

REFELCTION: Thinking about those affected 
by flooding. The importance of helping oth-
ers when they need us. A prayer asking for 
help to understand the world around us and 
for remembering to treat others in the way 
we would like to be treated.

Story synopsis: 

Sandbags at St Luke’s - part two 

Mr Hoyle is looking after everyone at St 
Luke’s school in its current status as a Flood 
HQ but he has his own concerns too as the 
flood waters rise close to his house. The 
emergency services have offered him advice 
and a farmer friend even drives over in his 
tractor to remove his sofa to safety. Mr Hoyle 
stacks sandbags around his house and al-
though the water creeps onto his doorstep he 
is one of the luckier ones and it doesn’t 
enter his home. Once the waters subside and 
the school opens again there is a big 
assembly. Mr Hoyle tells the children about 
the damage done to the local environment. 
The whole school organises an art fair and 
sells paintings to help raise funds for those 
affected by the floods.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• What advice do the emergency services  
offer Mr Hoyle?  

• What reasons are given for why houses 
are build on ‘flood plains’ - ie areas prone 
to natural flooding? 

• What are some of the effects the flooding 
has had on Nature?

ACTIVITIES:

Make a list of the reasons why floods occur 
and a list of the things that they impact.
Look at the work of The Environment Agency 
– what other things are they responsible for?

SUGGESTED LINKS:

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/envi-
ronment-agency

http://https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
http://https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/together_summer_2014_04.jpg
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5: Desertification

Theme: Deserts. Drought and the problems 
of no water for those reliant on the land. 
Thinking about our own environment.

Pre-programme questions: 
What is a desert? What does a desert look 
like? If you could choose to live anywhere, 
where would it be?

Focus image: A desertscape.

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

STORY: Jabari’s story by Tracey Hammett, 
read by James Goode.

VOX-POPS: Descriptions of deserts and 
whether the children would like to live in 
one.

FEATURE: Gemma explains that not all 
deserts are hot and sandy. A desert is sim-
ply land that has lost its use for growing 
crops. Climate change and the activities of 
man can cause once fertile land to become 
desert.

SONG: ‘Think of a world without any flow-
ers’ (Come and Praise, number 17)

REFELCTION: Thinking about how lucky we 
are in the UK where extremes of weather 
are rare. Thinking about less fortunate peo-
ple whose way of life is threatened by 
desertification and the struggle to find 
water. 

Story synopsis: 

Jabari’s Story

Jabari is an old man saying goodbye to his 
homeland. He remembers how it used to be 
when he was a child – a land of trees, long 
grass, rich birdsong and vast herds of ani-
mals. He remembers the rains which, when 
they came, made his people give thanks for 
the life it brought everything. Then things 
changed. The authorities put up fences and 
prevented his people from moving their live-
stock from place to place. Forced to graze the 
same land, the cattle grew thinner, the grass 
disappeared and everyone was hungry. Then 
came droughts and wells ran dry. Trees were 
chopped down and the forests disappeared. 
Now the land is dry and desert – nothing 
grows and the only sound is the wind.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• What are the different ‘songs’ (the sounds 
of nature) that Jabari remembers about the 
land where he grew up? 

• What caused things to change? 
• Why did some of his people leave? 
• What is the only ‘song’ he hears now?

ACTIVITIES:

Find out about the United Nations World Day 
to Combat Desertification and Drought and 
what is being done (17 June 2014).
Draw or paint a picture showing, in one half, 
the world where Jabari grew up and, in the 
other, the world that he knows now.
Design a logo for ‘World Day to Combat 
Desertification’.
Make a list of species of animals and plants 
that can survive for long periods without wa-
ter.

SUGGESTED LINKS:

www.un.org/en/events/desertificationday
www.bbc.co.uk/nature/humanplanetexplorer/
environments/deserts

http://www.un.org/en/events/desertificationday
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/humanplanetexplorer/environments/deserts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/humanplanetexplorer/environments/deserts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/together_summer_2014_05.jpg
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Unit 3: 100 years ago

6: Remembering World War 1 - part 
one

Theme: Travelling back in time to 1914. 
World War 1. A visit to Dunham Massey, a 
former military hospital, in Cheshire. The 
importance of history and learning lessons 
from the past.

Pre-programme questions: 
Why is history an important subject to learn 
about at school? What happened 100 years 
ago in 1914? Why do we remember the First 
World War?

Focus image: Soldiers in hospital

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

STORY: Shell shocked - part one, by Karen 
Pringle,  with Clare Corbett as Evelyn, Wil-
liam Rycroft as Mr Grey and Rachael Louise 
Miller as Dot.

INTERVIEW: Gemma talks to a staff member 
at Dunham Massey, hearing about its role in 
the war.

SONG: ‘Shalom’ (Complete Come and Praise, 
number 141)

REFELCTION: Remembering the millions of 
lives lost and the millions more who suf-
fered. How we should learn from the past. 
Thinking about peace and being peaceful.

Story synopsis:
 
Shell shocked (part one)

Evelyn Cook is a nurse with the Voluntary Aid 
Detachment, working in a convalescent home 
in Northumberland and looking after Mr Grey, 
a young man suffering from ‘shell shock’. Mr 
Grey is not the man’s real name. Evelyn calls 
him that because of the colour of his hair. No 
one knows who he is because he was buried 
alive on the battlefield, as a result of which he 
cannot speak. Wheelling Mr Grey through the 
woods one Autumn day, they meet a school 
girl, Dot, who is collecting conkers for the war 
effort. There is a prize of a bar of chocolate 
for the child who gathers the most conkers 
and Dot wants to win it so that she can send 
it to her brother who is fighting in the war in 
France. Evelyn decides to help her and this 
prompts Mr Grey to smile for the first time. 
The first part of the drama concludes as the 
girls look for something to hold the conkers in 
and Mr Grey speaks for the first time, offering 
them his blanket.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
• Why does Evelyn call the wounded soldier 

Mr Grey when that is not his name? 
• Why don’t we know his real name? 
• When Evelyn hears a rustle in the bushes 

why is she frightened? 
• Why does Dot want to win the bar of  

chocolate? 
• What prompts Mr Grey to speak?

ACTIVITIES:

Find out why conkers were required by the 
government for the war effort.
Write a diary as an injured soldier convalesc-
ing at a military hospital or as a nurse like 
Evelyn Cook in the story.

SUGGESTED LINKS:

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/
www.firstworldwar.com/diaries/august1914.
htm

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ww1/
http://www.firstworldwar.com/diaries/august1914.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/diaries/august1914.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/together_summer_2014_06.jpg
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7: Remembering World War 1 - part 
two

Theme: Continuing the remembrance of the 
war and the role of military hospitals. Mak-
ing a difference. Hopes for a better, peaceful 
world.

Pre-programme questions: 
What happened in the first part of the story? 
How many people lost their lives in the First 
World War? 
How were people back home in Britain 
helping the war?

Focus image: Cross and poppy

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

STORY: Shell shocked - part two, by Karen 
Pringle, with Clare Corbett as Evelyn, William 
Rycroft as Mr Grey and Rachael Louise Miller 
as Dot.

SONG: ‘Peace is flowing’ (Complete Come 
and Praise, number 144)

REFELCTION: Thinking about why it is im-
portant to remember events like the First 
World War. Remembering not just those who 
fought but also the nurses back home who 
became symbols of light and hope in the 
darkness. Considering how we can make a 
difference and strive for a peaceful world.

Story synopsis:
 
Shell shocked - part two

It is Christmas 1917. Mr Grey is continuing 
to get better but he doesn’t watch a concert 
given by Dot and the local schoolchildren 
because he doesn’t like the crowds. After the 
show Dot reads him a letter she has received 
from her brother George. Mr Grey is begin-
ning to remember things – he describes his 
ordeal to Evelyn. Then terrible news arrives, 
that George is missing on the battlefield. Dot 
is devastated and breaks down sobbing. It 
causes Mr Grey to remember that he must 
have a family and they don’t know where he 
is. The best Christmas present arrives: news 
that George has been found and is coming 
home to convalesce. Mr Grey remembers his 
real identity: he is Private Robert Ellis.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS: 

• What things does Mr Grey start to   
remember? 

• Why does Dot’s news about her brother 
affect Mr Grey so much? What happens to 
George?

ACTIVITIES:

Find out how the First World War impacted 
your local community. (Many villages and 
towns have war memorials, for example, 
commemorating local people who lost their 
lives).
Find out if any family members were involved 
in the war. Some may have been honoured 
for their bravery and there may be medals 
passed down the generations.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/together_summer_2014_07.jpg
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8: A postcard from Worthing

Theme: Holidays and why they are special. 
Travelling back in time to the growth of 
holidays and why they became popular. The 
seaside at the outbreak of the First World 
War.

Pre-programme questions: 
What was the best holiday you ever had and 
why was it special? 
Where would you most like to go on holiday? 
What do you think a holiday would have 
been like 100 years ago?

Focus image:  Worthing seafront - 100 
years ago.

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

VOX-POPS: Children talk about special times 
on holiday.

STORY: A postcard from Worthing, by Rebec-
ca Saire, with Patience Tomlinson and Harriet 
Carmichael.

SONG: ‘Leaver’s song’ (All about our school, 
number 18)

REFELCTION: Thinking about the special 
time that holidays are – a time to rest, to 
be with friends and family, to visit differ-
ent places and to experience new things. 
A prayer thanking God for holidays and for 
help in making them special for those we go 
on holiday with.

Story synopsis: 

A postcard from Worthing

Tom is at his Gran’s house when he finds a 
postcard album belonging to his great 
grandfather. One of the postcards is from 
Worthing on August Bank Holiday, 1914.
We travel back in time to that day which a 
young Sidney describes as one of the best 
days of his life. He sees the sea for the first 
time, the bathing machines, paddles with his 
father, makes a sandcastle, goes for a very 
unusual ride and walks along the pier. On the 
promenade a man takes his photograph. But 
the very next day war is declared...

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS: 

• How is the seaside in 1914 different from 
how it is in 2014? 

• What things does Sidney do that you 
would do at the seaside today? 

• What was unusual about the ride Sidney 
takes? 

• Why is life about to change for everyone in 
Britain at the end of the story?

ACTIVITIES:

Create a collage or poster of seaside holidays. 
On one side show images from 1914 – what 
people were wearing, how they were travel-
ling, what they did for entertainment – and 
on the other how the seaside looks in 2014.
Make a pie or bar chart showing the summer 
holiday destinations of the class. Include a 
section ‘having fun at home’.

SUGEGSTED LINKS:

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/victo-
rian_britain/leisure/
www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/The-Victori-
an-Seaside-6194634/

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.
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