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Introduction

Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of material 
from a wide range of cultural and religious sources, 
including Christianity, contributes to the pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

What is the value of using Together?

 It is a ready-made resource for Collective 
Worship that can help your school to fulfi ll 
the statutory requirement for a daily act of 
Collective Worship; material is of a ‘broadly 
Christian character’, refl ecting the ‘broad 
traditions of Christian belief’.

 It encourages individual and community 
responses, from a sense of celebration to 
thoughtful refl ection.

 The programmes encourage pupils to 
think about issues and to share their 
experiences.

 It includes the voices of junior age pupils 
speaking for themselves.

 It can be used with large or small groups 
of pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and 
teachers from a range of backgrounds to participate 
in the programmes. A mixture of songs, refl ections 
and prayers allow pupils to respond to what they 
have heard in their own way.

Using the programmes and these Teacher’s 
Notes:

Programmes are available to order (for UK schools 
and other academic institutions only) on CD. 
Further information is available at this page of the 
School Radio website:

HTUwww.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml UT

Programmes are also available as downloads or 
podcasts for 7 days following transmission. This 
means that you can download each programme 
(for free) as an mp3 fi le, for playback either from 
a computer or from an mp3 player, such as an 
iPod. If you subscribe to the series your computer 

will automatically search for each new episode 
when you connect to the internet, ensuring that 
you never miss a programme. It is a perfectly 
suitable alternative to acquiring the programme 
on pre-recorded CDs, provided you are happy not 
to use a CD player for playback. More information 
here:

HTUwww.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/podcasts.shtml UT

Programmes are also available as audio on 
demand. The audio on demand is a reliable 
service – especially on broadband - that allows 
you to listen to the programme ‘streamed’ over 
the internet.

To listen to the audio fi les you will need to have 
installed ‘Realplayer’ on your computer. This 
commonly-used software is easy to download from 
the internet if you do not already have it.
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There are instructions on how to do so at the BBC 
School Radio website:

HTUwww.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml UT

However, we would strongly recommend that you 
download each programme using the podcast 
service, rather than use the audio on demand 
service. Downloading the programme is the most 
reliable means of acquiring the programmes for 
playback.

Focus images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided 
by the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these notes 
we have provided suggestions for focus images 
by including links to images. The images appear 
as individual photographs without any additional 
page information - so you do not need to worry 
about displaying any distracting or unsuitable 
information.

We assume that many teachers will continue to 
wish to provide their own focus objects and the 
suggestions for images we’ve provided are often 
a good starting point when considering what 
objects to collect. We hope in this way to provide 
a resource that has all the benefi ts (and more!) of 
the hard-copy focus pictures provided in Teacher’s 
Notes booklets.

Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:
 a story or short drama
 one song from either the Come and Praise 

song books or our collection called All about 
our school

 voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged 
children

 refl ection and/or an opportunity for prayer

Preparation for using the programmes:
 Create a sense of occasion and exploration 

by setting up a focus picture (either using 
the online resources included here or your 
own ideas) for pupils to think about during 
the programme. This will enhance their 
listening and concentration and provide 
further talking points.

 Consider ways to make the use of the focus 

image more effective – e.g. by projecting 
it or by displaying it on an interactive 
whiteboard.

 Shut out distractions by closing the curtains 
or dimming the lights.

 Think about the seating arrangements (e.g. 
would a semi-circle or circle arrangement 
foster greater engagement).

During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:
 Pause the programme to discuss the issues 

when you wish or when there is a ‘Time to 
Talk’ pause in the programme.

 Pause the programme before the songs to 
consider their content

 Pause the programme after the refl ection 
and / or prayer to allow pupils to add their 
own thoughts

 Replay sections of the programme to allow 
pupils to gain greater familiarity with the 
material.

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are Come 
and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All about 
our school. These song books contain a wealth of 
songs for use in assemblies. They’ve also been 
compiled to respond to the requirements of the 
1988 Education Reform Act, so the emphasis is on 
being broadly, but not exclusively, Christian.

The song books are also accompanied by:
 Come and Praise instrumental books. 

These contain the melody line, two melodic 
parts and a bass part. There are also guitar 
chords and suggestions for percussion.

 Audio cassette and CD. There is a double 
cassette and CD available for each 
collection. They may be used to provide 
enjoyable listening or accompaniment for 
assemblies where no pianist is available.

For copyright reasons we are not able to provide 
these resources in these notes or elsewhere on 
the School Radio website.

UT
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Unit 1 – Space

1: ‘Houston – we have a problem’

Themes: Space exploration; Apollo 13; 
astronauts; leadership; bravery

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS IMAGES: Commander Jim Lovell puts on his 
space suit on launch day:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/apollo_13_lovell.jpg

(Credit: NASA)

Click on the image to display a larger version.

The Apollo 13 Command Module nears 
splashdown having successfully re-entered the 
Earth’s atmosphere:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/apollo_13_
return.jpg
(Credit: NASA)

Click on the image to display a larger version.

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 1 no 47 – ‘One more step’, 
verses 1 & 2 only

STORY: The story of Apollo 13 by Gordon Lamont

VOX POPS: children talk to an astronaut about 
what it’s like to go into space

REFLECTION: … on the bravery and leadership 
qualities of astronauts on dangerous missions; 
thinking about the sort of people in our 
communities who act as a good example to us 
and give us guidance

Pre-programme questions:
 What do you know about Project Apollo? 

Which country was it based in and what 
was the aim of the project? What did it 
achieve?

 Who was the fi rst person to set foot on 
the moon and do you know the names of 
any other members of the crew or of any 
other astronauts?

 What kind of person do you think an 
astronaut needs to be? What kind of 
school subjects would an astronaut need 
to be good at? What other qualities and 
attitudes does an astronaut need?

Story synopsis: The story of Apollo 13 by 
Gordon Lamont

We hear the story of the failed attempt of Apollo 
13 to land on the moon. There were problems 
with an engine very shortly after take-off and 
then a couple of days later the astronauts on 
board contacted Houston to say they’d had a 
problem. The craft was losing oxygen, which 
meant the mission was doomed - and so most 
likely were the commander, Jim Lovell and his 
two-man crew.

The crew had to abandon the command module 
and take refuge in the lunar module, a tiny two-
person spacecraft which would be their only hope 
of returning to earth. For much of the journey 
the crew would have no computer or guidance 
system to help them, but would have to use old-
fashioned methods to navigate their way home 
before power and oxygen ran out.



School Radio  © BBC 2010www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

6

Together - Summer 2010 www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/collectiveworship/

It was an anxious wait back at Mission Control, 
but fi nally they got the message that the Apollo 
13 astronauts were safely back on earth - thanks 
to their bravery, ingenuity and teamwork. 

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 When did Mission Control realise there 

was a problem with Apollo 13? How did 
they become aware of it?

 How many astronauts were on board?
 What was the most signifi cant problem 

with the spacecraft?
 What was the only course of action the 

astronauts could take to give them a 
chance of returning to earth safely?

 What were the qualities the crew 
demonstrated that saved their lives?

ACTIVITIES:
 Design your own moon landing spacecraft. 

You’ll need to think about the landing 
legs, propulsion (moving) system, 
steering and ‘life support’ to keep your 
astronauts alive in space where there is 
no air. What will you call your spacecraft?

 Imagine that you are a relative of one 
of the crew of Apollo 13. Write a diary 
entry or a prayer for the night before 
they attempt to re-enter the earth’s 
atmosphere. They’ve come so far but no-
one knows if the heat shield (vital to bring 
them back to earth) has been damaged in 
the explosion. What are your thoughts as 
you wait?

 Apollo 11 Astronaut Buzz Aldrin said 
recently that ‘Mars is the next frontier for 
humankind.’ Human spacefl ight is very 
expensive and sometimes dangerous. 
Hold a class discussion about the pros 
and cons of sending astronauts back to 
the Moon, to Mars or even further. Do you 
think that this would be a good thing to 
do or should the money be spent on robot 
explorers or on problems here on earth?

Weblinks:

Information on Apollo 13 from Nasa, where 
you can also fi nd lots of images relating to the 
mission:
science.ksc.nasa.gov/history/apollo/apollo-13/apollo-13.html

Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum:
www.nasm.si.edu/collections/imagery/apollo/AS13/a13.htm

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.
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U2: Space junk

Themes: Space junk; caring for our world, 
including space; thinking about reducing and 
disposing of rubbish

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: An artist’s impression of space 
junk orbiting earth. In this picture 95% of the 
white dots represent man-made objects:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/space_junk.jpg

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 2 no 106 – ‘It’s a new day’, 
verses 1 & 2 only

INTERVIEW:  … with Dr Marek Kukula from the 
Greenwich Observatory and Planetarium about 
space junk – what it is, how big it is, how fast it 
travels, the damage it can do and the measures 
that can be taken to deal with it.

STORY: Space junk by Kate Stonham

REFLECTION: … on the issue of rubbish disposal, 
reducing waste and trying to preserve the world 
in which we live

Pre-programme questions:
 What is an ‘orbit’?
 Do you know why something would keep 

going around and around the earth and 
not simply fl y away or fall to the ground? 
What is gravity and how do we feel its 
effect here on earth?

 Is there any weather in space? Why can’t 
you have a wind in space of the kind that 
we have on earth?

Story synopsis: Space junk by Kate Stonham

It’s 1 June 3010, another apparently routine day 
for a team of space rubbish collectors. Captain 
Zak, Axa the Android and First Offi cer Jupp 
are horrifi ed by the amount of rubbish fl oating 
around space and Captain Zak dreams of a day 
when space will be clean and beautiful again.

Suddenly they receive a message from Earth HQ 
to tell them there’s a wind heading towards them 
which will blow all the space junk towards Earth 
and cause a dramatic amount of damage and it’s 
up to Captain Zak and his team to prevent it. At 
fi rst they don’t know what to do, until Axa admits 
that he’s been working on a spray that will make 
the junk dissolve. Unfortunately, it still needs 
some work, and time is running out.

However, at the last minute Axa gets the spray to 
work and Earth is saved. As everyone celebrates, 
Axa realises that, thanks to his invention, 
they’ll all be out of a job. However, Jupp happily 
announces that Captain Zak has been offered the 
command of a Space Plane – a job he’s always 
wanted – with Axa and Jupp as crew. And, now 
that space is clear of all the ugly junk, they’ll 
be able to see the full glory of the stars and 
galaxies.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 What kind of junk is being dealt with by 

Captain Zak and his team, and who is 
responsible for creating it?

 What is Captain Zak’s dream job, and 
why?

 What impact will the deep space wind 
have on Earth?

 What invention is Axa working on, and 
how long does he have to get the formula 
right?

 What do you think the people on Earth 
should do to try and prevent any future 
space junk catastrophes?

 In the story there is a ‘space wind’. We 
know that there can’t be a wind in space 
like we have on Earth so what could this 
mysterious wind be?
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ACTIVITIES:
 Write a further adventure featuring 

Captain Zak, Axa and First Offi cer 
Jupp. What new adventures will they 
face – spacecraft trouble, astronauts 
stuck on the moon, problems with Axa’s 
spray? Think carefully about the sort of 
diffi culties that Zak and his crew would 
face working in space and use your ideas 
as a starting point for your story.

 Draw pictures showing what you think the 
characters in the story look like.

 Write a poem in which a piece of space 
junk remembers being part of a rocket 
on an exciting mission but now spends its 
days going round and round the earth, 
lonely and forgotten. Can you think of a 
way to give the poem a happy ending?

Weblinks:

www.bbc.co.uk/science/space/solarsystem/earth/spacejunk.shtml

An online space junk game:
www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/games/junk_intro.html 

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.

Unit 2 – Pepper, my very own dog

3: The puppy

Themes: Pets; caring for animals; Battersea 
Dogs and Cats Home

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: A rescue dog, like Pepper, waiting 
for a new home:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/rescue_dog.jpg

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 2 no 80 – ‘All the animals’, 
verses 1 & 2 only

STORY: Pepper, my very own dog, part 1 by Rob 
John

FEATURE: a group of children visit Battersea 
Dogs and Cats Home to fi nd out about the work 
done there to care for and re-home stray and 
unwanted cats and dogs

REFLECTION: … on looking after pets and caring 
for and respecting all animals

Pre-programme questions:
 Do you have a pet? How do you look after 

it?
 What should someone think about before 

deciding to have a pet?
 In your opinion, which type of animal 

makes the best pet and why?

Story synopsis: Pepper, my very own dog, part 
1 by Rob John

Stanley remembers how as a 10-year-old boy he 
was very quiet and had hardly any friends. His 
Dad used to get frustrated with him, until he had 
the bright idea of getting Stanley a dog.

At the Dogs Home there was a choice of 
hundreds and Stanley’s Dad was keen on a 
cute little Spaniel, but Stanley saw a sad and 
frightened dog and decided he was the one he 
must take home. His Dad tried to dissuade him, 
but Stanley was adamant. 
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The dog’s name was Pepper and he was scared of 
everything and everyone.

Stanley tried hard to befriend him and win 
his trust, but without much success.  His Dad 
wanted to take Pepper back to the Dogs Home 
and swap him for the Spaniel, but Stanley 
wasn’t giving up. Then, after about three weeks, 
Stanley came home from school one day and 
greeted Pepper, who was lying in his basket. To 
Stanley’s excitement and delight he detected a 
slight wagging of Pepper’s tail in response to his 
greeting, and he sensed his hard work might pay 
off after all.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 Why did Dad think having a dog would be 

good for Stanley?  Did Stanley agree?
 Why do you think Stanley chose Pepper?
 How did Pepper behave when Stanley got 

him home?  Why do you think he behaved 
that way?

 How did Stanley try to help Pepper to feel 
better?

 What happened to make Stanley think he 
was fi nally winning Pepper’s trust?

ACTIVITIES:
 Write part of the story from Pepper’s 

point of view. You could choose to write 
about Pepper in the dogs and cats home 
when he fi rst sees Stanley and his dad, or 
perhaps when he fi rst arrives at Stanley’s 
home.

 Create a poster headed ‘Looking after 
your pet…’ and fi ll in the type of pet 
you want to write about. So it might be 
‘Looking after your pet dog’ or ‘Looking 
after your pet hamster’ for example. 
Think carefully about the important 
messages you want to get over to help 
people understand the responsibility they 
are taking on; and choose your words 
carefully to ensure that the message is 
clear. You could also add graphics to make 
the poster stand out and be memorable.

 Draw before and after pictures showing 
Pepper’s life before moving in with 
Stanley, and afterwards when he is settled 
and happy. Divide your paper in two in 

landscape (long edge at top and bottom), 
format and draw a simple ‘before’ image 
on the right and ‘after’ on the left. You 
could also add key words around each 
picture. Choose ‘feeling’ words that 
indicate the big changes in Pepper’s life.

Weblinks:

Battersea Dogs and Cats Home:
www.battersea.org.uk/

Choosing and caring for pets:
www.pdsa.org.uk/pet-health-advice/
www.rspca.org.uk/allaboutanimals/pets

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.
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4: Saying goodbye

Themes: Looking after pets; forming special 
relationship with pet; coping with the death of a 
pet

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: A dog like Pepper:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/rescue_dog.jpg

Programme content:

STORY: Pepper, my very own dog, part 2 by Rob 
John

VOX POPS:  children talk about how they coped 
with the death of a pet

SONG: Come & Praise 1 no 57 – ‘Lost and found’, 
verses 1 & 2 only

REFLECTION: … on appreciating pets, enjoying 
the time that we spend with them, and coping 
with the sadness of losing a pet

Pre-programme questions:
 Recap on how to care for our pets, what 

their needs are and how we can meet 
them.

 What is a pet doctor called? 
 What kind of things do vets have to do – 

what kinds of animals might they see and 
how do they treat them?

 Have you ever had a pet that’s been 
ill? Did you have to visit the vet? What 
happened? (This discussion may well 
lead onto pets that have died, allowing 
the children to introduce the subject 
themselves).

Story synopsis: Pepper, my very own dog, part 
2 by Rob John

In the second part of the story about Stanley 
and his dog, Pepper, we hear how both of them 
benefi ted from the bond that was forming 
between them. When Stanley was approached 
by a bully while walking Pepper in the park, he 
found the strength to stand up for himself, which 
made him feel very proud.

However, his new-found happiness was shattered 
just before bonfi re night, when Pepper was 
spooked by a fi rework and ran away.

Pepper eventually turned up again, exhausted 
and frightened and Stanley had work hard to 
regain his trust. Then, when things had returned 
to normal, Stanley found he had the confi dence 
to do something he never thought he would do – 
he volunteered to give a talk to his class and his 
teacher about Pepper. The talk was so successful 
that Stanley declared it to be his best day ever, 
as he and Pepper, who was sitting beside him, 
basked in the applause from the rest of the class.  

When Stanley was 19 years old and studying at 
college, Pepper became ill and died and Stanley 
returned home to bury him. Stanley eventually 
became a teacher – which seemed strange 
considering how shy and lacking in confi dence 
he had been as a boy, but was probably helped 
by his relationship with an even shyer dog called 
Pepper.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 How did Stanley’s relationship with Pepper 

help him deal with other people?
 Why did Pepper run away just before 

bonfi re night, and how did Stanley feel 
about his disappearance?

 When Pepper eventually returned, what 
had happened to Stanley’s relationship 
with him and how did Stanley try to put 
things right?

 What were the two amazing things that 
resulted from Stanley’s talk to his class, 
and how did that make him feel?

 What was Stanley studying to be when he 
received the news that Pepper was ill, and 
why was it surprising?
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ACTIVITIES:
 In the story Stanley became more 

confi dent through looking after Pepper. 
Create a poster under the heading ‘Pets 
give you confi dence’. List and illustrate 
how you think pets do this. You might 
include words such as: responsibility, trust 
and being organised.

 Write a story about bonfi re night or any 
noisy celebration from the point of view 
of a pet. Can you imagine yourself as a 
pet who suddenly fi nds themselves in 
the middle of strange and frightening 
noises and smells? Include lots of feeling 
words, perhaps ‘fear’, ‘scared’ ‘jumpy’ for 
example. 

 Write a poem called ‘Goodbye Pepper’ in 
which Stanley expresses his feelings for 
his dog soon after hearing that Pepper has 
died. 

Weblinks:

Coping with the death of a pet:
www.bbc.co.uk/relationships/coping_with_grief/bereavement_deathpet.shtml

Unit 3 – Summer

5: Let’s go!

Themes: Blackpool; summer holidays; roller 
coasters; making the most of leisure time

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: A Blackpool rollercoaster:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/blackpool.jpg

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 2 no 111 – ‘Round, round, 
round’, chorus, verse 1, chorus

VOX POPS:  Children from Blackpool talk about 
what they like about living in a seaside holiday 
town and where they like to go for their holidays

FEATURE: the children fi nd out about the history 
of Blackpool Pleasure Beach

STORY: Coney Island Roller Coaster by Sue Reid

VOX POPS: the children talk about the kind of 
holiday they prefer

REFLECTION: … on enjoying different types of 
holiday and making the most of free time

Pre-programme questions: 
 Play word association with the word 

‘Holiday’ – if I say ‘Holiday’ what words or 
phrases come into your mind?

 What makes a good holiday? Can you talk 
about the best holiday you’ve ever had?

 Do you have to go away from home to 
have a holiday?

 Have you been to a theme park and 
ridden a rollercoaster? Did you like it?
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Story synopsis: Coney Island Roller Coaster by 
Sue Reid

In the summer of 1885 in New York, Bob is 
working as a cub reporter with the New York Sun 
newspaper. His fi rst assignment is to take a ride 
on the new roller coaster ride at Coney Island 
Amusement Park and write a report about it. Bob 
can’t believe his luck. Standing in a long queue 
to get on the ride, Bob describes the scene 
in his notebook, until fi nally it’s his turn. The 
passengers are very nervous, but try not to show 
it.

The car sets off slowly at fi rst, but soon gathers 
speed, rattling up and down and round the 
curving track, as the exhilarated passengers cling 
on tightly. After 15 seconds the ride is over, and, 
although one of the passengers doesn’t want to 
repeat the experience, Bob can’t wait to have 
another go.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 Why was Bob visiting Coney Island?
 What was the latest attraction in the 

Amusement Park there, and how did Bob 
and the other visitors feel about it?

 Can you describe what the roller coaster 
looked like?

 How did the passengers feel when they’d 
actually got into the car to start the ride?

 How did Bob describe the ride?  Did he 
enjoy it?

ACTIVITIES:
 Design your own modern rollercoaster. 

You can give it a theme based on a fi lm or 
comic book or make up your own theme. 
You will need to think about the ride 
itself. Will it be an ‘ultra’ experience for 
older children and adults, a family ride or 
something for small children? What will 
the track layout be, what will the cars look 
like and what special features will your 
coaster have?

 Write a poem called ‘fi fteen extreme 
seconds’ about Bob’s ride on the Coney 
Island Roller Coaster. Can you write it so 
that it takes exactly fi fteen seconds to 
read out loud?

 Have a class discussion about roller 
coasters. Find out how many people like 
going on coasters and whether they like 
the more extreme or slightly calmer rides. 
What sort of rides do people like best and 
are there any favourites? Then talk about 
why people might like going on scary 
rides.

Weblinks:

The history of rollercoasters:

www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A711811
www.ultimaterollercoaster.com/coasters/history/early_1900/coney_island.shtml

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.
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6: Fun in the sun

Themes: Being active; playing sport; working 
together as a team; importance of ‘taking part’

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: A boys and girls football team 
portrait:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/football.jpg

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 2 no 107 – ‘You’ve got to 
move’

VOX POPS: children talk about why they like 
playing football, what it takes to be a good 
footballer and how they feel when they score a 
goal

STORY: Twin power forever! by Alan Durant

VOX POPS: children say what they think is most 
important about taking part in a match

REFLECTION: … on keeping fi t and active, 
working together as a team and why taking part 
is important

Pre-programme questions:
 Do you take part in any sport? Which 

sports do you enjoy playing and why?
 How many team sports can you list and 

how many individual sports? What is 
the difference between a team and an 
individual sport? This seems obvious but 
in many individual sports such as running 
or swimming competitors come from 
teams (such as Team GB), and then there 
are relays which are team versions of 
individual sports!

 What makes a good team player?

Story synopsis: Twin power forever! by Alan 
Durant

Twins Erin and Alfi e both play for the same 
football team, Monkton Rangers, but today’s 
Junior League Cup Final will be the last match 
they play together. Alfi e’s feeling quite nervous 
about it, and his sister tries to encourage him.

The teams are very evenly matched, and 
although Alfi e scores a goal in the second half, 
their captain scores an own goal, and the match 
has to be decided on penalties. Alfi e is the last 
player to take his penalty, which will decide the 
match, as a player on the opposing team has 
missed a penalty. Alfi e doesn’t want to let down 
his team, or his sister, who has already scored 
from her penalty kick.

There’s a nervous moment after Alfi e has taken 
his penalty, when the opposing goalkeeper gets 
a hand on the ball, but he can’t stop it and it 
goes in the net.  Monkton Rangers have won 
the cup and later in the changing room Alfi e 
and Erin celebrate their own special teamwork 
(twin power) and agree it’s a match they’ll never 
forget.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 Why is Alfi e nervous about Monkton 

Rangers’ match against Stanley Athletic?
 What advice did Monkton’s manager give 

the team at half-time? 
 Who scored the goal in the second 

half?  Was it a solo effort or the result of 
teamwork?

 Why was Alfi e so nervous when it was his 
turn to take his penalty kick?

 After the match, what did Erin and Alfi e 
celebrate as the reason for their success?
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ACTIVITIES:
 Design a match programme for an 

important school football match, either 
a real one involving your school and/
or another local school, or make up a 
team. Think about how you will make 
the programme interesting to read and 
exciting to look at. Get hold of some 
football programmes if you can to give 
you some ideas.

 Practice a penalty shoot out, with some 
of your classmates then write a short 
poem from either the striker’s of the 
keeper’s point of view, using the following 
structure:
Verse one: before – the set up and the 

run up.
Verse two: The kick - the moment the 
shooter’s foot makes contact with the ball 
and the ball in the air.
Verse three: Hit or miss, score or no score 

– the result.
 Write a list of rules for those joining 

a team. It could be any team such as 
sporting or drama or dance – in fact 
anything where people have to work 
together. 
Head the list:
‘People in this team will…’ and then add 
‘Respect each other’ below as your fi rst 
entry. Continue your list until you have a 
strong set of rules for your team. Try to 
choose only the most important things so 
that your list is not too long. Rules are no 
good if people can’t remember them!

Weblinks:

The FIFA World Cup 2010:
www.fi fa.com/worldcup/

PE lesson plans:
www.teachingideas.co.uk/pe/contents01games.htm

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.

Unit 4 – Changes – Samuel Pepys’ diary

7: The beginning

Themes: Changes; keeping a diary and 
recording events and thoughts; learning from 
past diary writers - e.g. Samuel Pepys; making 
the most of our time and sharing it with others

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: A contemporary portrait of 
Samuel Pepys:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/
samuel_pepys.jpg

Click on the image to display a larger version.

Programme content:

VOX POPS: children talk about whether they 
keep a diary and what they put in it

SONG: Come & Praise 2 no 104 – ‘Time is a thing’, 
verse 1 only
 
STORY: The survival notebook by Tracey 
Hammett

REFLECTION: … on how precious time is, making 
the most of our time and spending it with other 
people, recording how we spend our time

Pre-programme questions:
 What is a diary? Talk about two different 

kinds of diaries: a calendar of future 
events or a record of thoughts and 
feelings.

 Have you ever kept a diary – perhaps a 
holiday diary or a daily record on a school 
trip?

 Diaries are often said to be private, they 
are often kept in a secret place and some 
even have a lock and key. Why do you 
think this is? Why might it be a good 
thing to have a private and secret place to 
record thoughts and feelings? 
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Story synopsis: The survival notebook by 
Tracey Hammett

James is feeling as though he’s invisible; nobody 
seems to have time for him, especially his Dad. 
One evening, his Dad is distractedly rummaging 
through his fi ling cabinet, when he fi nds an old 
diary he kept as a child – his survival notebook. 
James pesters his Dad to show him the book, 
and eventually at bedtime the two of them look 
through the book together.

In it his Dad has recorded his survival techniques 
for coping with living with his Auntie Kath. It 
seems that his Dad felt ignored when he was a 
child and James admits that’s how he feels too. 
Further on in the notebook, Dad is reminded of 
the conker games he had when he was a boy and 
when James admits he’s never played conkers, 
Dad decides that’s something they can do 
together. After having played against and beaten 
his Dad, James is encouraged to play with his 
friends as well – and fi nally doesn’t feel invisible 
any more.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 What happened to James to make him 

feel he was invisible?
 What did James’ Dad fi nd in the fi ling 

cabinet, and what did James fi nd irritating 
about it?

 In the notebook, why did Dad think he 
was the “unluckiest eleven year old in the 
world”?

 How many of Dad’s tips for survival can 
you remember?

 Which activity from Dad’s notebook 
brought him and James together, and how 
did it help James resolve his feelings of 
invisibility?

ACTIVITIES:
 Design the front cover of a diary 

especially for you. What will you put on 
the cover that will make it special and 
perhaps give some idea of the secrets 
inside without giving away too much? 
What will you call your diary? Examples 
are ‘My secret thoughts’, or ‘Private diary 
for my eyes only’. Perhaps your diary will 
have pictures but no writing on the cover, 
or it might be disguised as a completely 
different book!

 Some diaries are written in code to 
keep them extra-secret. Can you devise 
a secret writing code that only you 
understand? When you’ve worked out 
your code write a short sentence using it 
and see if a partner can crack the code 
and work out your secret!

 Write your own tips for survival – a guide 
for a new pupil helping them to get the 
best out of being at your school. Think 
about the pitfalls to avoid and the helpful 
suggestions you can make.

Weblinks:

Keeping a diary:
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/famouspeople/teachers/plans/pepys.shtml
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8: The fi re

Themes: Changes; Great Fire of London; moving 
on and beginning again

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: A famous painting of the Great 
Fire of London:
www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/fi re_of_london.jpg

Programme content:

VOX POPS: children talk about changes they’ve 
experienced and how they dealt with them

SONG: Come & Praise 1 no 42 – ‘Travel on’, verses 
1 & 2 only

STORY: The Great Fire of London by Sue Reid

FEATURE: we join a group of children on a Great 
Fire of London tour, and a guide describes how 
different areas were affected and how London 
has changed because of the fi re

REFLECTION: … on change, how it affects us and 
other people, looking forward to the opportunities 
that change can bring

Pre-programme questions:
 How different are the lives of ordinary 

people now compared with people living 
in the late 17th century (1600s). What do 
we have nowadays that people then would 
never even have dreamed of?

 What do you know about The Great Fire of 
London? Do you know when it occurred, 
how it started, and how serious it was? 
What other great disaster was affecting 
the people of London at the same time?

 A big disaster like a fi re or natural disaster 
such as an earthquake or fl ood brings 
many changes to people’s lives. What 
have been the biggest changes in your 
life and how have these changes affected 
you?

Story synopsis: The Great Fire of London by 
Sue Reid

In the late 17th century Sarah describes how she 
came to be a servant, after her father had died 
of the plague and she and her mother lost their 
home in the great fi re of London.

In September 1666 Sarah had heard that the 
fi re had begun in a bakery in Pudding Lane, and 
when she went down to see for herself, she met 
a tide of people fl eeing the area with carts piled 
high with all their possessions.  She rushed back 
to tell her mother, and they prayed that the fi re 
would not reach their house. But two nights later 
they were woken by the crackle of fl ames and 
the smell of smoke. They grabbed what they 
could and prepared to leave, but it was too late – 
the house had already caught fi re, and they had 
to escape across the roof.

They found shelter and waited until the fi re had 
burned itself out, but when they returned home, 
they found their house was just a smoking ruin. 
Sarah’s mother was philosophical about it – 
nothing stays the same forever – and Sarah tries 
to cling on to the hope that one day her luck will 
change.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 Why did Sarah become a servant?  Is she 

happy?
 Where did the fi re start?  How did Sarah 

hear about it?
 Why did Sarah and her mother not leave 

their home immediately?  
 When did the fi re eventually reach Sarah’s 

house, and how did she and her mother 
escape?

 When they returned home, what did they 
fi nd, and what did Sarah’s mother say to 
try to stay positive?
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ACTIVITIES:
 Imagine that you are one of the people 

who has to inspect the damage after the 
great fi re. If you have been listening to 
Together all year you may remember our 
story of the scientist Robert Hooke (from 
Spring programme 4), who did this job.  
Write a diary entry describing what you 
see and how you feel about it.

 Sarah’s mother says, ‘Nothing stays the 
same forever’. Write the story of what 
happens next to Sarah and her mother. 
How do they recover from the disaster 
and what do they go on to do next? You 
could write your story in three short 
paragraphs: the year after the fi re, ten 
years later, and when Sarah as an old 
woman looks back on her life.

 Create a poster warning people of the 
dangers of fi re and giving advice on how 
to avoid it. You’ll need to think about the 
key messages you want to get across, the 
kind of illustrations you’ll use and how 
you’ll make your poster eye catching and 
memorable.

Weblinks: 

The Great Fire at the Museum of London, 
including the Great Fire of London game:
www.museumofl ondon.org.uk/English/EventsExhibitions/Past/LondonsBurning/

Elsewhere:

www.fi reofl ondon.org.uk/visit/
www.historyonthenet.com/Stuarts/great_fi re.htm

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.


