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focus images, which can be displayed on your IWB or 
computer while listening. Go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g64pp
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Further information at the Podcasts page of the 
website:
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Audio online:
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online as steamed audio from the BBC iPlayer 
Radio. The programmes remain available online 
for 5 years following transmission.
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Introduction
Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of material 
from a wide range of cultural and religious sourc-
es, including Christianity, contributes to the pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

What is the value of using Together?

• It is a ready-made resource for Collective 
Worship that can help your school to fulfill the 
statutory requirement for a daily act of Collec-
tive Worship; material is of a ‘broadly Christian 
character’, reflecting the ‘broad traditions of 
Christian belief’.

• It encourages individual and community 
responses, from a sense of celebration to 
thoughtful reflection.

• The programmes encourage pupils to think 
about issues and to share their experiences.

• It includes the voices of junior age pupils 
speaking for themselves.

• It can be used with large or small groups of 
pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and 
teachers from a range of backgrounds to par-
ticipate in the programmes. A mixture of songs, 
reflections and prayers allows pupils to respond to 
what they have heard in their own way.

Using the programmes and these Teacher’s 
Notes:

New programmes from Autumn 2016 onwards 
are available as downloads (‘podcasts’) following 
transmission. This means that you can download 
each programme (for free) as an mp3 file, for 
playback either from a computer or from an mp3 
player, such as an iPod. If you subscribe to the 
series your computer will automatically search for 
each new episode when you connect to the inter-
net, ensuring that you never miss a programme.

Programmes are also available as audio on 
demand. The audio on demand is a reliable 
service that allows you to listen to the programme 
‘streamed’ over the internet via the BBC iplayer. 
Previous series of Together remain available this 
way for a period of 5 years.

However, we would recommend that you download 
each programme using the podcast service, rather 
than use the audio on demand service. Download-
ing the programme means you can avoid the risk of 
‘buffering’ during playback and is the most reliable 
means of acquiring the programmes.

Focus images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided 
by the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these notes we 
have provided focus images which you can display 
be clicking on the image.

The images are displayed on separate web pages 
without any additional page information, so you do 
not need to worry about displaying any distracting or 
unsuitable material.

We assume that many teachers will continue to wish 
to provide their own focus objects and the sugges-
tions for images we’ve provided are often a good 
starting point when considering which objects to 
collect.

Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:

• A story or short drama
• One song from either the Come and Praise song 

books or our collection All about our school 
• Voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged 
      children
• Reflection and/or an opportunity for prayer

Preparation for using the programmes:

• Create a sense of occasion and exploration by 
setting up a focus picture (either using the online 
resources included here or your own ideas) for 
pupils to think about during the programme. This 
will enhance their listening and concentration 
and provide further talking points.

• Consider ways to make the use of the focus  
image more effective - eg by projecting it or by 
displaying it on an interactive whiteboard.

• Shut out distractions by closing the curtains or 
dimming the lights.

• Think about the seating arrangements (eg a 
semi-circle or circle arrangement foster greater  
engagement).

1
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During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:

•  Pause the programme to discuss the 
 issues when you wish.
•  Pause the programme before the songs  
 to consider their content.
•  Pause the programme after the reflection
 and/or prayer to allow pupils to add their  
 own thoughts.
•  Replay sections of the programme to     
 allow pupils to gain familiarity with the 
 material.

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are 
Come and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All 
about our school. These song books contain a 
wealth of songs for use in assemblies. They’ve 
also been compiled to respond to the require-
ments of the 1988 Education Reform Act, so the 
emphasis is on being broadly, but not exclusively, 
Christian.
The song books are also accompanied by:

• Come and Praise instrumental books. 
These contain the melody line, two me-                                                                                                                                   
lodic parts and a bass part. There are                                                                                                                                              
also guitar chords and suggestions for 
percussion. 

• CD. There is a double CD available for 
each collection. They may be used to pro-
vide enjoyable listening or accompaniment 
for assemblies where no pianist is avail-
able. For copyright reasons we are not 
able to provide these resources in these 
Notes or elsewhere on the School Radio 
website. However, they are available from 
Pearson Schools and Colleges.

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems
from the children are particularly welcome.
Please use the Contact us link from the website.

2

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/all_about_our_school_complete.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/all_about_our_school_complete.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/contactusform
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1. The Good Samaritan

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content: 

Voxpops: Children naming their favourite 
superheroes and thinking of their unsung heroes
Song: ‘Cross over the road’ - Come and Praise - no. 
70
Story: The Good Samaritan adapted by Rob John
Interview: with Ethelca Brand who recieved an MBE 
in 2000 and recently an OBE for services to her local 
community
Reflection: on thinking about ‘unsung heroes’ and 
people who help others, without thinking of reward 
or recognition

Pre-programme questions:

• Who are the heroes in your life? Are any well-
known people? What about people who are less 
well-known, maybe even known only to you?

• If you had to grant an award to anyone for 
anything, what would it be and why?

• Do you know of anyone who’s been awarded a 
knighthood or similar by the Queen - eg sports 
men or women...actors...etc? (JK Rowling was 
awarded a CBE in the Queen’s birthday honours 
of 2000.)
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• What do we mean when we call someone a 
‘good Samaritan’? Have you ever been helped 
by someone unexpected? How did it feel?

Story synopsis:

A police officer visits the victim of a recent assault 
to find out the circumstances. In answer to WPC 
Barker’s questions, the victim recounts elements 
of his story, which bear a remarkable resemblance 
to the parable of the Good Samaritan.

After the story:

• Did the first person that Mr Morgan met in the 
story really wanted to know the way to the 
station? Why do you think this?

• What reasons did the passers-by give for not 
stopping to help Mr Morgan? Do you think 
they were at all justified? Why?

• What might you have thought / done if you 
had seen Mr Morgan on the pavement? 
[Stress to children the importance of keeping 
themselves safe if faced with any situation 
like this in real life: it is still possible to act with 
compassion whilst being aware of ‘stranger 
danger’].

• Read Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan 
from a good children’s Bible. What compar-
isons are there with the story you’ve just 
heard?

Follow-up activities:

• Write a letter to the local newspaper from Mr 
Morgan to his anonymous rescuer, saying 
what you think that he would want to say.

• Write your own version of Jesus’ parable, 
taking into account the purpose for which 
he told it (this is usually found in the text just 
before the parable itself).

• Hold an ‘unsung heroes’ awards ceremony 
at school and acknowledge all those who are 
a part of your school community who give to 
your school life in different ways.

• Look at the real New Year’s Honours list and 
find out who received what and why. Which do 
you agree and disagree with? Who would you 
like to see getting an award?

• Imagine that you are Ethelca Brand (or 
anyone else from this year’s New Year 
honours list). Write diary entries that show 
your feelings before, during and after you 
meet the Queen.

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

Unsung heroes

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l73zp
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p04ppz23.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2017_spring_image_01.jpg
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• Is a true story better than fiction? Why do you 
think this?

Story synopsis:
 
The story in today’s programme is based on actual 
events involving the Lynton and Lynmouth lifeboat  
‘Louisa’ on 12 January, 1899. A ship is in trouble at 
sea, but the waves are too rough for the lifeboat to 
be launched at Lynmouth. The boat’s skipper, Jack 
Crocombe, decides the crew will take the lifeboat 
across the hills and into the sea at a less dangerous 
spot along the coast.

After the story:

• What challenges did the crew face in this story 
that would have been very different from what 
they were used to?

• How did they adapt to these very unusual 
challenges?

• Which parts of the story do you think were 
hardest to believe? Why?

• Do you think that it is a true story?
• What other stories do you think Grandad used 

to tell?
• What does this story teach us about the 

importance of teamwork - and of the work of the 
RNLI?

Follow-up activities:

• Locate Lynmouth and Porlock on a map. Why 
do you think it’s necessary to have an RNLI 
station on this section of coast? Find out where 
the RNLI station nearest to you is and what 
rescues it’s been involved with.

• Find out more about the RNLI - and find some 
more true stories of rescue. There will be up-
to-date stories on the news section of the RNLI 
website. 

• You could turn these into your own re-tellings 
using different story structures - eg newspaper 
account, interviews, reminiscences (such as the 
story in the programme), diary entries, etc.

• In groups, from the selection of real-life rescues 
you’ve found, prepare a nomination speech for 
the one that you think most deserves honour 
and present your speeches to another class 
(or your headteacher) for them to decide which 
should receive the ‘award’.

2. The Lynmouth overland 
launch

• 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content: 

Voxpops: Children naming their favourite 
superheroes and giving facts about the RNLI
Song: ‘You’ve got to move’ - Come and Praise - 
no. 107
Story: The lifeboat’s strangest voyage by Rob 
John
Interview: with Stephen Wood who recieved an 
MBE for services to maritime safety
Reflection: thinking about unsung heroes, people 
who put themselves at risk and work for the 
emergency services

Pre-programme questions:

• Who are heroes in real life? What jobs do they 
do - and what risks are they prepared to take 
to save others? Share any storie - especially if 
they involve people you actually know.

• What does ‘RNLI’ stand for. What is it?
• Has anyone ever seen a lifeboat in action - or 

been rescued by one?
• The story of Grace Darling is well-known in 

schools as a sea rescue. Share together what 
you know about her and the rescue she was a 
part of. Why do you think this is such a famous 
story?

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

https://rnli.org/news-and-media
https://rnli.org/news-and-media
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l76yv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l76yv
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p04qz1f6.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2017_spring_image_02.jpg
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3. If it’s not impossible - Sir 
Nicholas Winton - Part 1

 
The statue of Sir Nicholas Winton in Prague station. Click 

on the image to display a large version if you are 
connected to the internet (credit: Luděk Kovář)

Programme content: 

Voxpops: Pupils name their favourite superheroes
Song: ‘If I had a hammer’ - Come and Praise - no. 
71
Story: Sir Nicholas Winton Part 1 - by Barbara 
Winton and Rob John
Reflection: thinking about different types of heroes 
and what it takes to be a hero

Pre-programme questions:

• Can one person change the world? Discuss 
with a partner. How is your school community a 
diverse community? What benefits are there to 
being a group of many different individuals?

• How are people who are different from 
each other welcomed as part of your school 
community? How would your community 
change if one group were treated differently just 
because they were different?

• What risks might you be prepared to take to 
stand up for someone who is being treated 
unfairly?

• What do you know about World War II and the 
Holocaust in particular?

• Are there examples like this still happening in 
our own time? Where?
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Story synopsis:

Our story is set in the months immediately before 
the outbreak of World War II and follows the actions 
of Sir Nicholas Winton. He rescued 669 children 
from Prague who were at immediate threat from 
the Nazis, arranging for them to come to homes 
in Britain. The events begin at Christmas 1938 
when Nicholas Winton receives a phone call 
from his friend Martin Blake that will take him to 
Czechoslovakia and change his life... The script 
has been co-written by Nicholas Winton’s daughter, 
Barbara. 

After the story:

• Sir Nicholas Winton was born Nicholas 
Wertheimer in 1909 to German Jewish parents 
who had moved to London. Why do you think 
the family changed the name to Winton?

• What do you think made him so determined to 
help the children he saw in Prague when others 
chose a different path?

• Put yourself in the place of one of the people 
in the story: whose place would be the most 
challenging and why? Is there anyone in the 
story that you identify with? Why?

• After the war, Winton told no-one about what he 
had done, not even his wife, Grete. Why do you 
think he made this decision?

Follow-up activities:

• Find out what happens in your area to mark 
Holocaust Memorial Day (January 27th) Why 
do you think people choose to remember such 
a horrific event in our world history? There are 
plenty of resources on the HMD website.

• The children’s author Judith Kerr (the ‘Mog’ 
books / The Tiger Who Came to Tea etc) 
escaped from Nazi Germany to Britain during 
1933 and wrote about her experiences in a book 
called When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit. It’s a very 
good read for KS2 children and would be worth 
exploring during several storytime sessions as a 
child-friendly way in to this topic.

• Map the route taken by the kindertransport to 
Britain, showing the countries it passed through. 

• There’s a statue at Liverpool Street Station 
in London of children arriving on the 
‘kindertransport’. Recreate it as a tableau, trying 
to match gesture and expression as closely as 
possible. 

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l7877
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l7877
http://www.hmd.org.uk
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p04rkdwq.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2017_spring_image_03.jpg
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4. If it’s not impossible - Sir 
Nicholas Winton - Part 2

Sir Nicholas Winton in Prague to recieve an award. Click 
on the image to display a large version if you are con-

nected to the internet (credit: Li-Sung)

Programme content:

Voxpops: What it takes to be a superhero?
Song: ‘Being a friend’ - All about our school - no. 8
Story: Sir Nicholas Winton Part 2 by Barbara Winton 
and Rob John
Reflection: thinking about the life of Sir Nicholas 
Winton and the other people who helped him - 
brave people whose story remained unknown for 
over 40 years

Pre-programme questions:

• Previous programmes have explored different 
types of hero. How might Sir Nicholas Winton 
have heroic qualities?

• Have you ever had to spend time away from 
your family? How did it feel? How long were you 
away?

• Talk together about what you think might happen 
next in the story of Nicholas Winton and the 
‘kindertransport’. What dangers might they and 
the children face?

• In today’s programme we meet some of the 
children who Sir Nicholas Winton rescued, many 
of whom are old themselves now. What stories 
do you think they might share?

Story synopsis:

Setting to work, Nicky writes to dozens of 
organisations - eg newspapers - asking for foster 
families and financial guarantors to come forward 
to help. In Prague, Trevor Chadwick, a British 
schoolmaster, assists by putting together the lists 
of endangered children and supervising their their 
departure. 669 children are rescued, but on 1 
September the largest group of children are not 
allowed to leave: Germany has invaded Poland and 
World War II is about to begin.

After the story:

• How should Nicky feel at the end of the story - 
‘sad’, ‘proud’...or both?

• Talk about the people who helped Nicky and 
made ‘his’ story possible (eg Doreen Warriner, 
his mother, Trevor Chadwick, Martin Blake).

• How is Sir Nicholas Winton different to some of 
the other heroes/superheroes we’ve explored?

• The story of ‘Winton’s children’ finally became 
known following an episode of the TV 
programme ‘That’s life’ with Esther Rantzen 
in 1988. Nicholas Winton is a guest...but is 
unaware that sitting all aorund him are the 
‘children’ he has rescued. 

Follow-up activities:

• Research some stories from the lives of 
survivors to use to write a diary entry (or similar) 
as if you are a child escaping from Prague. 
There are lots of photos on the internet that 
you could use for inspiration and stories from 
the lives of the children themselves, such as 
those on the Imperial War Museum website, 
including photos of objects treasured by six of 
the survivors. 

• Use luggage labels to represent some of the 
children you have found out about during these 
two programmes. Write on each one details that 
you have found out about them and create a 
memorial display somewhere in school to help 
to remember this event in world history.

• The ‘one small thing’ challenge: you don’t 
have to be a hero to make a difference. Try 
doing one small thing for someone else, even 
anonymously, and see what a difference it can 
make.

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l798n
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l798n
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_nFuJAF5F0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_nFuJAF5F0
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/6-stories-of-the-kindertransport
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/6-stories-of-the-kindertransport
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p04shpk6.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2017_spring_image_04.jpg
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5.Glad to me

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:

Voxpops: Children talking about who they would 
like to be for a day and why
Song: ‘Build up’ - All about our school - no. 12
Story: The Crow and the Peacock adapted by Jan 
Payne from a traditional story
Reflection: thinking about how change can be a 
good thing and being happy with who you are

Pre-programme questions:

• If you had to describe yourself in 5 words, which 
would you choose?

• Which characteristics do you really like about 
yourself? What about those qualities you admire 
in your friends?

• Have you ever wished you could be someone 
else? Who - and why?

• Should we try to change who we are? Why do 
you think this?

• At the start of a new year, people often make 
resolutions about things they want to change 
about themselves or your situation: did you 
make any of these? How are you getting on with 
them?

Story synopsis:

This is a retelling of an ancient tale, much like one 
of Aesop’s fables. Crow lives outside the confines of 
the palace gardens and one day, as he’s preening 
his feathers, he catches sight of Swan, gliding 
across the palace lake. His encounter with her leads 
to conversations with other palace birds - and a 
growing sense of inadequacy about his own boring 
plumage. The final bird he encounters, a peacock, 
shows him another way of looking at himself, and a 
more positive view of the world.

After the story:

• Have you ever felt like Crow at any point in this 
story? When - and why?

• Who do you think is the most beautiful bird in 
the story - and why?

• Should Crow have visited the birds in the palace 
gardens or stayed where he was?

• Who is the wisest bird in this story - and why?
• What is the ‘moral’ of this story?
• What can we learn from this story about 

ourselves?

Follow-up activities:

• Re-write the story of the crow and the peacock 
using different creatures, but retaining the 
meaning in the story. How does doing this help 
you to understand the story better?

• Paint self-portraits in art (or use other creative 
media that fit in with your focus in art for this 
term). Try to capture all the things that you like 
about yourself. Then write a little piece about 
yourself as the artist, to go alongside your 
portrait. If time allows, use sticky labels for other 
class members to add their own comments 
about portraits.

• Put all your class names into a bag and draw 
out one at a time: each person has to say one 
thing they really like about the person whose 
name they have drawn.

• Look at how famous artists painted themselves: 
what can you tell about the kind of person that 
they are in way they portrayed themselves?

• Write a short piece about yourself, your 
characteristics and the things you like, then 
import into the ‘Wordle’ tool.  Choose colours 
and fonts that draw out key words. Display as a 
class.

Who are you?

Click to go to the 
series download 
page

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l7brn
http://www.wordle.net
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g64pp/episodes/downloads
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2017_spring_image_05.jpg
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6. A change for the better

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:

Voxpops: Children with their thoughts on how 
people can change for the better
Song: ‘Got a bit better’ - All about our school - no. 
11
Story: John Newton and his redemption by Jan 
Payne
Reflection: thinking about the life of John Newton 
and how we can do things which have an effect on 
a person’s life and whether we can do anything to 
make someone’s life easier.

Pre-programme questions:

• What do you know about the slave trade and its 
abolition in 1807? Did your school take part in 
any special projects to mark the bicentenary?

• What sort of life do you think it would have been 
if you were a slave?

• Have you heard the hymn ‘Amazing Grace’? 
Look at the words together.

Story synopsis:

John Newton becomes involved in the slave trade 
but on a voyage back from Africa, he reflects on the 
need to change. He survives a storm at sea and it 
becomes the impetus he needs to make a change.

After the story:

• At the start of the story John Newton talked 
about things in his past which he was not hap-
py with. Having heard the story, what was he 
talking about? Is there anything that you’d like 
to change about your life?

• How different was John Newton’s life as a child 
to your life now?

• Why do you think people had slaves?
• How might you have felt if you were a slave, 

being taken away from your home? What about 
if you were a slave trader?

• What do you think John Newton wrote in the 
letter to his father?

• Have you ever had a moment like John Newton 
did - a moment that changed your life forever?

• Why do you think he remembered the words 
“God forgive me and have mercy on my soul!” 
at the moment that he did?

Follow-up activities:

• Write both sides of an interview with John New-
ton about his life-changing experience.

• Look again at the words of ‘Amazing Grace’ 
– the hymn written by John Newton. How do 
they connect with what you now know about 
John Newton’s life? A Christian musician called 
Chris Tomlin wrote some more words to the 
tune of ‘Amazing Grace’ to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade 
and to be included in the 2007 film ‘Amazing 
Grace’. Compare the words that John Newton 
wrote with Chris Tomlin’s and talk about why he 
might have chosen these lyrics.

• John Newton also wrote other hymns besides 
‘Amazing Grace’. Find out what they are and 
what you think they show about his beliefs.

• Conduct a class debate - in role as people of 
John Newton’s time. Divide into two groups 
and prepare arguments for and against slavery. 
This could then be taken into drama.

• Research other famous people and the things 
they have campaigned for - eg Nelson Mandela  
and the anti-apartheid movement. How did it 
affect their lives?

• Find out about modern-day slavery - eg ‘sweat-
shops’. What are the challenges we face 
today?
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7. Holi

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:

Voxpops: Children talk about why they like Spring
Song: ‘Who put the colours on the rainbow?’ - 
Come and Praise - no.12
Story: Holika and Prahad retold by Sue Reid
Reflection: thinking about how Holi is a time 
to celebrate new life and how Spring can be an 
opportunity to look forward to doing new things.

Pre-programme questions:

• What do you know about the Hindu festival of 
Holi? What does it celebrate?

• The story of Holika and Prahlad is a myth (or 
legend). What is a myth and why do we tell this 
type of story?

• In the story, good triumphs over evil. What 
are your favourite stories - or real life events 
- where this happens? The Harry Potter sto-
ries and the Star Wars films are good modern 
examples.

Story synopsis:

Once upon a time in India there was a wicked king 
who regarded himself as a god and who made all 
his people worship him. Even his son, Prahlad, 
regarded his father as a god. But one day Prahlad 
came across a woman, who was praying to the 
god Vishnu to save her kittens which had fallen in-
side a well. Prahlad was amazed when the kittens 
were saved and decided that he too would worship 
Lord Vishnu. When his father found out he was 
enraged by his son’s disobedience and set about 
trying to kill him. The king’s sister, Holika, was as 
evil as her brother and came up with a plan to get 
rid of Prahlad. But good will triumph over evil...

After the story:

• What kind of person was Prahlad and how did 
he differ from his father?

• What happened to persuade Prahlad to wor-
ship Lord Vishnu and convince him that his 
father was not a god?

• Can you remember how many ways the king 
tried to kill Prahlad and what happened each 
time?

• What was Holika’s plan to help rid her brother 
of Prahlad?

• How did Lord Vishnu save Prahlad from the 
flames?

Follow-up activities:

• Write your own dramatic myth story where 
eventually good triumphs over evil.

• Create an illustrated ‘Guide to Spring’ for 
younger children, showing them what to look 
out for as spring takes over from winter. You 
could mention the weather and the length of 
the days. You could also include festivals, 
holidays and sporting events that take place in 
Spring.

• Hindus celebrate Holi with fires to help them 
remember the story of Holika and Prahlad. Can 
you create a picture of a crackling glowing fire 
suggesting warmth and celebration? What ma-
terials will you use - black or dark blue paper 
for the background? How will you create the 
effect of flames - using tissue paper, shiny gold 
or silver paper, bright paint colours? You’ll need 
to think about creating the effect of sparks and 
perhaps some smoke too.

Click to go to the 
series download 
page
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8. Mothering Sunday

 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:

Voxpops: Children talk about what they do to say 
thank you on Mother’s Day
Song: ‘The best gift’ - Come and Praise Beginning  
- no. 59
Story: An angel by Sharri McGarry
Reflection: on appreciating the people who look 
after us and thinking of ways of showing our gratitude 
to them

Pre-programme questions:

• If you had to explain the words Parent or Carer 
to someone who didn’t know what they meant, 
what would you say?

• What do you know about the lives of servants in 
Victorian times? What were the duties of a maid, 
what would she wear and how would she be 
treated?

• What do you think is the best present a Mother 
could receive on Mothering Sunday?

Story synopsis:

Peggy is a servant in a big house in the Victorian 
era and she is walking home to visit her mother for 
Mother’s Day. She’s taking home a freshly baked 
cake and her wages to give to her mother. Howev-
er, on her way she meets two women in great need 
and Peggy’s compassionate nature leads to her to 
give away the cake and the money. She feels guilty 
about arriving home empty-handed, but her mother 
is delighted and relieved that Peggy has not been 
changed by living in a big house and is still the 
same kind-hearted girl she has always been. She 
claims that that is the best present Peggy could 
have given her.

After the story:

• What was Peggy about to do when she noticed 
the sobbing woman?

• Why did Peggy give away the money from her 
wages?

• Who did Peggy give the cake to?
• What did the two women that Peggy helped 

have in common? Why did both women need 
Peggy’s help? (They were both mothers and 
both were trying to help their children).

• What did the woman in the street and the boy 
in the cottage say about Peggy when she gave 
them her money and the cake?

• Why was Peggy worried about arriving home 
empty-handed and what was her mother’s 
reaction? 

Follow up activities: 

• Research the lives of Victorian servants Then 
write a list of rules that a new maid must learn 
as she enters ‘service’ in a big house.

• Listen to ‘The Maid’ - a short drama on our 
website about the life of a young maid working 
in the ‘big house’.

• Working in groups, act out two short scenes 
showing the differences between the lives of 
the family who own the big house and their 
servants who do all the work to keep the house 
running. Can you show how differently they 
would talk, what they would do and even how 
they would stand and move?

• Write your own story called The best Mother’s 
Day present ever! about a modern Mothering 
Sunday Gift. Like the gift in Peggy’s story it 
should be something surprising - after all, Peg-
gy’s mother’s gift seemed to be nothing at all!

Click to go to the 
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page
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9. April Fool’s Day

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:

Voxpops: children talk about the April Fools’ Day 
jokes they have played on others...and the ones 
others have played on them!
Song: ‘Laughing in the playground’ - All abut our 
school - no. 6
Story: April Fools by Tracey Hammett
Reflection: on the importance of laughter, but 
making sure that we laugh with somone and not at 
them 

Pre-programme questions:

• Have you ever played an April Fools’ Day prank 
on anyone or been the subject of one?

• Do you know of any famous examples of April 
Fools’ Day jokes from the media?

• How can you ensure that April Fool jokes and 
pranks are fun and not hurtful?

• Do you know of any April Fools’ Day jokes that 
have gone too far and upset people or even hurt 
them?

Story synopsis:

Boris the Maremmano sheepdog lives in central Ita-
ly. One day his flock of sheep decide to play an April 
Fools’ Day trick on him...and he decides to play one 
back. Unfortunately, the trick backfires and Boris 
has to learn his lesson!

After the story:

• What kind of animal is Boris and where does he 
live?

• Which animal were the sheep afraid of?
• Which April Fool trick did Boris want to play on 

his fellow sheep?

Follow up activities:

• Often newspapers, TV and radio programmes 
have a joke article on April Fools’ Day. Try to 
find some recent examples. How can you tell if 
an article is serious or an April Fools’ Day joke? 
How do the jokes seek to ‘take in’ people?

• Create some April Fools’ Day jokes of your own 
to go in a newspaper - perhaps an advertise-
ment for an extraordinary new invention...or an 
outlandish new feature of an existing one.

• Design the cover for a book version of our April 
Fools story. What picture will you put on the front 
and what kind of lettering and other design fea-
tures will it have? Write the ‘blurb’ that goes on 
the back - a couple of short paragraphs telling 
people about the book.

Click to go to the 
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10. Easter

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:

Voxpops: Children talk about what Easter means to 
them
Song: ‘All in an Easter garden’ - Come and Praise 
Beginning - no.130
Story: At the foot of the cross by Rachel Boxer
Reflection: Children are asked to consider what 
Easter means to them and to think about how the 
Easter narrative might inspire them
 
Pre-programme questions:

• What do you like most about Easter?
• What do you do on Easter? What family 

traditions do you observe - eg things that you 
eat around Easter time?

• What are some images we see around Easter 
time?

• What do Christians celebrate at Easter?
• Is it a happy or a sad festival? Can it be both?

Story synopsis:

The story is told as an account of Jesus’ death from 
a Roman soldier’s perspective. It follows the last 
few hours of Jesus’ life and shows the impact that it 
had on one of the Roman centurions.

After the story:

• What do you think about the Roman tradition of 
crucifixion?

• What do you think about what Jesus said to the 
thief next to him?

• What was it about Jesus’ last few hours that 
most inspired the Roman centurion?

Follow-up activities:

• In pairs ask children to write a newspaper arti-
cle on the report of Jesus’ death by the Roman 
Centurion. Include pictures and perhaps quotes 
or opinions from other key figures in the Easter 
narrative.

• Give every child a bright coloured square of 
paper. Ask them to draw or write what most 
inspires them about Jesus. On a large piece of 
paper arrange all the squares into the shape of 
a cross.

• Set each child the task of creating an Easter 
questionnaire with questions to ask their par-
ents, family and friends about Easter facts and 
what they like most about Easter. After they 
have gathered the responses, ask them to 
present their findings in a graph or similar. What 
do the answers reveal about what’s most impor-
tant to people at Easter? How might a Christian 
respond? Differently? The same?
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