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Introduction
Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of material 
from a wide range of cultural and religious sourc-
es, including Christianity, contributes to the pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

What is the value of using Together?

• It is a ready-made resource for Collective 
Worship that can help your school to fulfill the 
statutory requirement for a daily act of Collec-
tive Worship; material is of a ‘broadly Christian 
character’, reflecting the ‘broad traditions of 
Christian belief’.

• It encourages individual and community 
responses, from a sense of celebration to 
thoughtful reflection.

• The programmes encourage pupils to think 
about issues and to share their experiences.

• It includes the voices of junior age pupils 
speaking for themselves.

• It can be used with large or small groups of 
pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and 
teachers from a range of backgrounds to par-
ticipate in the programmes. A mixture of songs, 
reflections and prayers allows pupils to respond to 
what they have heard in their own way.

Using the programmes and these Teacher’s 
Notes:

Programmes are also available as downloads or 
podcasts for 60 days following transmission. This 
means that you can download each programme 
(for free) as an mp3 file, for playback either from a 
computer or from an mp3 player, such as an iPod.

If you subscribe to the series your computer will 
automatically search for each new episode when 
you connect to the internet, ensuring that you 
never miss a programme.

Programmes are also available as audio on 
demand. The audio on demand is a reliable 
service that allows you to listen to the programme 
‘streamed’ over the internet via the BBC iplayer. 

However, we would recommend that you download 
each programme using the podcast service, rather 
than use the audio on demand service.
Downloading the programme is the most reliable 
means of acquiring the programmes for playback.

Focus images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided 
by the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these notes we 
have provided focus images which you can display 
be clicking on the image.

The images come direct from the BBC and appear 
as individual photographs without any additional 
page information - so you do not need to worry 
about displaying any distracting or unsuitable mate-
rial.

We assume that many teachers will continue to wish 
to provide their own focus objects and the sugges-
tions for images we’ve provided are often a good 
starting point when considering which objects to 
collect.

Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:

• A story or short drama
• One song from either the Come and Praise song 

books or our collection All about our school 
• Voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged 
      children
• Reflection and/or an opportunity for prayer

Preparation for using the programmes:

• Create a sense of occasion and exploration by 
setting up a focus picture (either using the online 
resources included here or your own ideas) for 
pupils to think about during the programme. This 
will enhance their listening and concentration 
and provide further talking points.

• Consider ways to make the use of the focus  
image more effective – eg by projecting it or by 
displaying it on an interactive whiteboard.

• Shut out distractions by closing the curtains or 
dimming the lights.

• Think about the seating arrangements (eg a 
semi-circle or circle arrangement foster greater  
engagement).

1
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During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:

•  Pause the programme to discuss the 
 issues when you wish.
•  Pause the programme before the songs  
 to consider their content.
•  Pause the programme after the reflection
 and / or prayer to allow pupils to add their  
 own thoughts.
•  Replay sections of the programme to     
 allow pupils to gain familiarity with the 
 material.

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are 
Come and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All 
about our school. These song books contain a 
wealth of songs for use in assemblies. They’ve 
also been compiled to respond to the require-
ments of the 1988 Education Reform Act, so the 
emphasis is on being broadly, but not exclusively, 
Christian.

The song books are also accompanied by:
• Come and Praise instrumental books. 

These contain the melody line, two me-                                                                                                                                   
lodic parts and a bass part. There are                                                                                                                                              
also guitar chords and suggestions for 
percussion. 

• CD. There is a double CD available for 
each collection. They may be used to pro-
vide enjoyable listening or accompaniment 
for assemblies where no pianist is avail-
able. For copyright reasons we are not 
able to provide these resources in these 
Notes or elsewhere on the School Radio 
website. However, they are available from 
BBC Active.

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems
from the children are particularly welcome.
Please use the Contact us link from the website.
ww.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/contactusform

2
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Unit 1: Older people 

1: What is ‘old’? 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03f59jg

FOCUS IMAGE: an older person holding hands with 
a child

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content: 

Story: Fast forward by Rob John

Song: ‘The wise may bring their learning’ – Come 
and Praise, no. 64
Vox pops: Listeners talk to Gemma about what age 
‘old’ is.
Interview: Older people talk about what being ‘old’ 
means to them. 
Reflection: On what it means to be old and the 
differences between older and younger people.

Pre-programme questions:

• If you had to write a dictionary definition for the 
word ‘old’ what would you say?

• If you had to make a collection of ‘old’ objects, 
what would you choose and why?

• How old is old? Talk with a partner and see if you 
can come to a decision, then share as a class to 
see what others think.

• Have you ever been told ‘you’re not old enough’? 
What about? How did it feel?

• What things would you like to do when you’re 
older?

• Should old age limit what you do? Why/why not?

Story synopsis:

Stanley Grimes is 10 and always being told he 
can’t do things that he wants to because he’s ‘not 
old enough’. He wishes he was...and when he 
goes to bed that night he gets his wish. Stanley 
finds out about what it’s like to be a grown-up with 
grown-up responsibilities. Suddenly, being a kid 
doesn’t seem so bad after all!

After the story:

• How do you think Stanley felt when he looked 
at his reflection in the mirror for the first time 
after he’d put on the tie?

• Who was the ‘woman he’d never seen 
before’?

• Which of the grown-up responsibilities do you 
think Stanley disliked the most? What grown-
up responsibilities would you have least liked?

• What made Stanley change his mind about 
wanting to be a grown-up?

• How do you think Stanley explained the red tie 
to his mum?

• Do you think Stanley’s behaviour changed 
after his strange dream? How?

• Would you like this to happen to you? What 
might happen if it did?

Follow-up activities:

• Write a reflective piece with the title ‘When I’m 
older...’

• Listen again to what the older people said in 
the interview. What can we learn from their 
experiences?

• As a class, write some questions to ask ‘older 
people’ in your own family at home. Choose 
the ‘best’ or most interesting questions, then 
ask your questions as a home learning task. 
Across the class, it may well be that you have 
older people in different generations. Bring the 
answers back into school and compare what 
you’ve learned. Try to think about why some 
answers differ.

• Look at some news articles showing older 
people still doing extraordinary things. Talk 
together about what made these people do 
what they did.

• Read the poem ‘Warning’ by Jenny Joseph 
(which contains the line ‘When I am old I shall 
wear purple.’) Which parts of the poem refer to 
being old and are all the references the same?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/ p03f59jg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_spring_01.jpg
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Story synopsis:

Simon is always being reprimanded for not listening 
carefully when adults in his life give instructions 
– with some disastrous consequences! But when 
he and Dad have to do the grocery shopping while 
Mum is helping to run a jumble sale, Simon finds 
that Dad’s not so good at listening to advice either!

After the story:

• Why did Simon find adults’ advice hard to ‘hear’?
• What things distract you from listening carefully?
• Which of the events following not listening to 

instructions do you think Simon found most 
difficult or embarrassing? Why?

• What other pieces of advice do you think Simon 
found it hard to ‘hear’?

• Why did Dad leave it so late to go shopping?
• Would you have done anything differently to 

Simon in this story?
• Which instructions given by adults in your life do 

you find it hard to ‘hear’? What consequences 
are there for you?

• Has anything like this ever happened in your 
family or to you? What?

Follow-up activities:

• Ask people older than you to give you one wise 
piece of advice to share with your class. Share 
back at school – and see how much you can 
learn!

• Prepare a short talk or set of instructions for 
a younger class, teaching them how to do 
something new: you might need to try them out 
on yourself to see if they work before you try 
them out on others!

• Think of stories where the wise person is 
‘old’ - eg A squash and a squeeze (the rabbi); 
Harry Potter (Dumbledore); Lord of the Rings 
(Gandalf); Star Wars (Yoda/Obi Wan Kenobi). 
Why do children think wise characters are often 
depicted as ‘old’? Talk about the wise advice 
they have for other characters in the stories.

• Make a list of people whom children consider to 
be wise: discuss what makes them wise, then 
vote as a class to find out who comes out top 
of the list. If it’s a draw, then divide the class to 
debate who should win.

• If you’re in a school where it’s possible, share 
some wise advice of your own about school life, 
or generally, with younger year groups.

2: Learning from experience 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03f5csh

FOCUS IMAGE: a young person learning from an 
older person

• 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

What do pupils think is happening in the picture?

Programme content: 

Story: Listening carefully by Jeff Capel
Song: ‘One more step’ - Come and Praise, no. 47
Vox pops: Listeners describe things they’ve 
learned from older people they know.
Interview: Older people offer advice based on 
their life experiences. 
Reflection: On what we can learn from older 
people, and how they help us.

Pre-programme questions:

• Who teaches you things (besides your 
teacher!)? How many of these people are older 
than you? Why is this?

• What has someone older than you taught you 
to do? Why were they a good person to do 
this?

• Have you ever taught anyone younger than 
yourself to do something? What? What did you 
find challenging about teaching this skill? Was 
the other person a good listener?

• Who do you turn to when you need help? 
Whose advice do you really value?

• Is it possible to learn everything? Why?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03f59jg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_spring_02.jpg
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Unit 2: The food we eat 

3: It’s good to share! 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03f5d3t

FOCUS IMAGE: people sharing food across the 
dining table

 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

What do pupils like about the picture? Can they say 
what is happening?

Programme content: 

Story: Loaves and fishes by Rob John
Song: ‘We will grow’ – All about our school, no. 10
Vox pops: Pupils describe a time someone shared 
with them.
Interview: A teacher talks about sharing gifts.
Reflection: Asks when students last shared 
something with others and how it made them feel.

Pre-programme questions:

• What things can be shared? Make a list of as 
many as you can against the clock. Be creative 
as possible!

• Do you like sharing? When is it easy / hard to 
share with others? How does it feel?

• Is there anything that you wouldn’t be prepared 
to share with someone? Why?

• Have you ever experienced a situation where 
you shared something and ended up feeling 
as if you gained something rather than lost 
something?

• What is a ‘miracle’ – and what do you know 
about the miracles that Jesus performed?

Story synopsis:

This is an adaptation of The feeding of the 5000 as 
recounted by all four of the Gospels, from the point 
of view of 10-year old Sarah who is in the crowd. 
Sarah’s mum wants to go and hear ‘the great 
teacher’ speaking, but Sarah can’t imagine why 
people would trek all the wya there in the hot sun. 
However the promise of honey cakes for the journey 
make it seem worthwhile and while they are there 
Sarah witnesses the benefits of sharing with a small 
boy – and the crowd.

After the story:

• Create a thought-journey for Sarah, marking key 
moments in the events with think bubbles that 
reveal what she was thinking at the time.

• What was the most important thing that 
happened within this story? Why?

• Why did Mum put her honey cake into the 
basket when it went by, even although there was 
clearly plenty of food for everyone?

• Which parts of the story are from the Bible and 
which have been contributed by the writer? Why 
do you think he chose to write this familiar story 
through the eyes of a 10-year old girl?

• What ‘hidden messages’ are there in this story 
about the person who Christians believe Jesus 
is? What can we learn from this story?

Follow-up activities:

• Hot seat different characters within the story 
-  eg Mum, Sarah, one of the disciples who had 
to share the loaves and fishes out, someone in 
the crowd: imagine what they might have said 
about what they’d seen. Then use your ideas to 
write a short news report for a local newspaper 
about Jesus’ miracle, or an interview with an 
eyewitness, or a news item for local radio.

• Find out which events in the story you heard 
can be found in any of the Gospel accounts 
(Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9 & John 6). Why do 
you think this particular miracle is found in all 
four Gospels?

• Rewrite the story with a different person as the 
central character rather than Sarah.

• Find out about ways in which you as a class / 
school might be able to share something with 
those who are in need. If you can (like the 
school featured in the programme), then take 
action!

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03f5d3t
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_spring_03.jpg
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4: Important meals 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03f5ddf

FOCUS IMAGE: people sharing a tasty meal! 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Story: A birthday without cake by Jeff Capel
Song: ‘All things bright and beautiful’ – Come and 
Praise, no. 3
Vox pops: What students like to eat on pancakes 
and their favourite meal of the year.
Interview: A dinner lady share her observations of 
students eating together.
Reflection: Thoughts about why some meals are 
more special than others.

Pre-programme questions:

• Which meal is your favourite meal of the day/
year? Why?

• Is eating a meal just about providing our bodies 
with fuel? What other purposes does sharing a 
meal have?

• What meals would you say are most important 
to you? To your family? Why?

• What would you say was you ‘best meal ever’? 
Was it the food that made it special, or other 
things?

• What food would be on the table for your ‘best 
meal ever’?

Story synopsis:

Amber wants to make sure her brother has the best 
birthday ever and is making all sorts of plans. But 
Bouncer the dog has other ideas and Amber’s plans 
encounter a temporary setback as a consequence. 
Will everything work out the way she wants?

After the story:

• What different things do you do to celebrate your 
birthday? Are any of them the same as Amber 
and Louis’s family?

• Have you ever had a food disaster like Amber’s? 
What happened to you?

• Why didn’t Amber tell Louis about the ruined 
cupcakes? Would you have decided the same?

• Which part of his birthday do you think Louis 
remembered the most?

• What do you think happened for Louis’s next 
birthday?

• What time of year do you think it is in this story? 
How do you know that?

Follow-up activities:

• Make and eat pancakes! Experiment with 
different toppings - but keeping in mind any 
allergy issues there may be in your class!

• Write a detailed recipe for making pancakes, 
including method. Find out which ingredients 
belong to different food groups.

• For a bit of pancake science you could have 
some fun tossing pancakes and identify the 
different forces at work - eg the upwards force of 
the toss launches the pancake into the air and 
gravity pulls it down again! Experiment to find 
the best technique!

• Find out why pancakes are a traditional food 
for starting the period of Lent in this country. 
What practices happen in other places of the 
world - eg Mardi Gras? Why do you think this is 
a significant time for Christians as they prepare 
for Easter? What benefits are there for them in 
different Lent practices?

• Create a fantasy guest list for a memorable 
meal, giving reasons why you’ve chosen the 
guests. Now create a fantasy menu for them!

• For a week, pay more attention to the people 
who prepare and cook your food and the work 
that’s gone in to putting food in front of you. 
Find a way of showing your gratitude – even 
if it’s only to make a point of thanking them 
afterwards!

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03f5ddf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_spring_04.jpg
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5: Waste not, want not! 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03f5dq6

FOCUS IMAGE: a dubtin full of food waste

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Story: Mangos and peas by Abiola Johnson
Song: ‘Chain of love’ – All about our school, no. 14
Vox pops: Children share what they’re planning to 
give up for Lent.
Interview: Someone working in a café talks about 
how they share their leftover food with homeless 
people.
Reflection: Thinks about how food is a precious 
resource and why it shouldn’t be wasted.

Pre-programme questions:

• What did you find out about practices during 
Lent? Why do some people ‘give things up’?

• What does it mean to ‘fast’? If you have children 
or families who fast at different times in the year, 
ask them about the benefits for them of fasting.

• What things do people ‘waste’?
• What effect does wasting each of these things 

have: on you? on others? on our world?
• What happens in your locality to Reduce, Reuse 

and Recycle?
• How do you help to reduce waste at school?
• What more could you do?
• Why is it important not to waste food?

Story synopsis:

This is a retelling of a traditional African tale about 
Anansi the spider-man. Anansi and his family are 
experiencing drought and famine so he sails to a 
mango tree he can see on a distant island.
However, the mangoes drop to the bottom of the 
ocean and when Anansi dives after them he meets 
Father Thunder, who gives him something even 
better: a magic pot, which Anansi greedily keeps for 
himself and uses to make as much food as he can 
eat - except for peas, which he hates! But things 
don’t work out quite as Anansi hopes...

After the story:

• What is the moral/hidden message of this story?
• What adjectives would you use to describe 

Anansi? Do you like him as a character?
• Who do you think Father Thunder is? What do 

you imagine he looked like?
• What do you think Father Thunder meant by 

using the pot ‘wisely’? Might the story have 
ended differently if Anansi had? How?

• If the pot had been yours would there be 
something you wouldn’t ask it to make for you, 
like Anansi never asked for peas?

• If you were Father Thunder, would you have 
given Anansi another magic pot?

• Why do you think the second pot made peas?
• Which traditional tales do you know – and are 

there any that are similar in any way to this one?
• What questions do you have about this story?

Follow-up activities:

• If you had a magic pot like Anansi, how would 
you use it? Create a story that explores your 
ideas...or express your thinking through art..or 
dance!

• Find out some other stories about Anansi the 
spider-man – and talk about any that have 
hidden messages. Why do people still tell such 
stories?

• Find out the staggering statistics about food 
that’s wasted in the UK – and about some of 
the initiatives that exist to combat this - eg food 
waste recycling, or using up leftovers. Keep a 
food waste diary or log (either at home or as 
a class over lunchtime) for a week to see if it 
changes your habits!

• Find out about the practice of fasting in different 
religions: what for, why - and about the impact 
that it has.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03f5dq6
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_spring_05.jpg
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UNIT 3: Taking care...

6: ...of ourselves
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03jyv21

FOCUS IMAGE: a mother and child enjoying the 
open air.

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Vox pops: children talking about their memories of 
common illnesses
Interview: with Dr Marlon Morais about ways of 
looking after ourselves and keeping healthy
Story: Non-stop Gran by Rob John
Song: ‘While we live we learn’ - All about our 
school, no. 3
Reflection: On the importance of looking after 
ourselves.

Pre-programme questions:

• Why is it important to look after our bodies?
• How do we do this?
• Which activities / ideas do you find hard? Which 

do you find easy?
• What things do you do regularly to help look 

after your body e.g. sports clubs?
• What would happen if we didn’t do certain things 

to help look after ourselves? (you could play this 
like a ‘Consequences’ game)

• Talk about when it’s been necessary to visit a 
doctor: what did they do to help return your body 
to good health?

Story synopsis:

Gran has just celebrated her 70th birthday and has 
no intention of letting her age slow her down! Her 
weekly routine is full and varied, including many 
things that she does to help other people. But as 
days go by, Gran notices that she feels dizzy from 
time to time, which eventually leads to a stay in 
hospital...and a chance for her family and friends 
to look after her for a change! 

After the story:

• Make a list of the things that Gran did to help 
others - it’s quite exhausting!

• Do you know anyone like Gran?
• What hint was Gran’s body giving her that she 

needed to slow down?
• Why do you think that Gran didn’t ‘hear’ what 

her body was trying to say?
• Talk about the things that Gran didn’t do to look 

after herself. If there are things you recognise 
from the story that anyone in your family does, 
what could you do to help them so that they 
can rest / exercise etc?

• At the end of the story, Gran said ‘You can’t 
take care of others if you don’t find time to take 
care of yourself.’ What did she mean?

• How do you think things changed for Gran 
once she followed this advice?

Follow-up activities:

• During the week ask pupils to keep track of 
what they do to take care of themselves - eg 
being more aware of having a healthy balance 
of food, eating less sugar, getting proper sleep 
etc.

• Find out how your school kitchen helps you to 
have a balanced and healthy diet - especially if 
it uses any products from your school gardens.

• Rewrite the story in the programme so that 
Gran does the right things to care for herself.

• Create collage ‘plates’ using paper plates and 
other collage items to show what might be a 
‘healthy’ meal. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03jyv21 
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2016_spring_06.jpg
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7: ...of each other
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03jywkk

FOCUS IMAGE: a young girl holding a hankie to 
her nose.

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Vox pops: children talking about their memories of 
looking after someone else
Interview: with Dr Marlon Morais about how we 
can look after each other - for example, by not 
spreading germs
Story: The apple tree by Kate Stonham
Song: ‘Being a friend’ - All about our school, no. 8
Reflection: On the importance of helping others.

Pre-programme questions:

• Who looks after who in your family? 
• How do you share the load if someone like 

mum or dad is ill?
• What jobs do you do on a regular basis that 

help to look after other people? (eg household 
chores, cleaning up after pets, etc).

• Some children may know basic first aid from 
Scouts / Brownies or other out-of-school clubs. 
Talk through what you should / shouldn’t do in 
terms of looking after others who need help.

• Does being happy help you to stay healthy? 
Why do you think that? What ‘evidence’ is there 
of this - eg owning / stroking pets is supposed 
to be hugely beneficial for older people.

Story synopsis:

Rose lives with her sister Elspeth and her husband 
Jake – and an apple tree that is in their back yard. 
Rose seems to have an obsession with caring for 
the tree at the expense of everyone else – and 
Elspeth in particular. In a fit of jealousy Elspeth 
sends Rose away to keep house for a grand lady 
far away, promising that she will take care of the 
apple tree. Of course, she has no intention of doing 
so, but when Jake falls ill, Elspeth discovers that 
there is a strange connection between her hus-
band and the state of the apple tree...

After the story:

• Why do you think Elspeth treated Rose so 
badly? Have you ever felt like this? What did 
you do/ say?

• What do you think Rose’s rhyme means?
• What do you think Elspeth thought when Rose 

went straight to the apple tree and ignored 
Jake?

• How do you think the apple tree ‘looked after’ 
the young orphaned Jake and Rose?

• Is this a ‘true’ story? What is the story trying to 
tell us?

• What is ‘strange’ about this story? What puz-
zling questions would you ask about the story, 
or to Rose, Elspeth, or Jake?

• If you could write the story differently, what 
would you say?

Follow-up activities:

• Connect aspects of this programme with what 
you teach in your PSHE programme at school. 

• As a class, look at basic hygiene practices - eg 
the importance of proper hand-washing. How 
can doing these simple things help us to be 
more healthy?

• Find out why singing is so good for our minds 
and bodies. There are plenty of links on the 
internet, but the best way is to try it!

• Search for evidence linking being happy with 
being healthy. Hold a class debate, based on 
the evidence found. 

• Find out what actual evidence there is between 
our natural environment and our healt - eg if 
pollution is linked to increased risk of disease, 
etc.

• Rewrite the story from the point of view of the 
apple tree.

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2016_spring_07.jpg
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UNIT 4: Amazing animals

8: Deer
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03jz4h4

FOCUS IMAGE: a red deer in parkland

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Song: ‘It’s a new day’ - Come and Praise, no. 106
Vox pops: children talking about Spring and what 
they like about it
Interview: with a park ranger, on location at Lyme 
Park in Cheshire
Story: The lost son by Rob John
Reflection: On the coming of Spring, things 
beginning a new and taking a fresh perspective.

Pre-programme questions:

• Talk about how springtime is a new beginning 
and how it links to the theme of new life.

• What’s your favourite thing about Spring?
• The story featured in today’s programme is 

about being lost. What does it mean to be ‘lost’?
• How does it feel to be ‘lost’? Share your own 

stories of being lost (and hopefully found!)
• Talk about fiction or films you know that feature 

being lost and found: you might find that the 
more you think about different stories, the more 
there seems to be this common theme.

• Why do you think this theme is so common?

Story synopsis:

The story is based on the parable of The prodigal 
son, but is not an exact retelling (there are some 
significant differences between the two, such as the 
roles of the younger and older brothers).

Samuel is leaving home to start a new life in a 
far away place. This story, written from the point 
of view of his younger brother, looks back to the 
challenges that Samuel’s departure created for the 
family he left behind - and the ways in which the 
different family members reacted when, after many 
years’ absence, Samuel returned home.

After the story:

• At what point in the story do you think Samuel 
was ‘lost’? Why?

• List all the things that you think Samuel did 
wrong in the story. Who do you think was upset 
most by each thing e.g. not writing letters, not 
going to the school, etc?

• How do you think the brother telling the story 
felt when Samuel returned?

• Why weren’t Samuel’s parents angry?
• Would you have thrown a party for Samuel? 

What might you have done in the father’s 
place?

• What ‘new beginnings’ were there in this story?
• How does it feel to be forgiven and start again? 
• What ‘message’ do you think this story has?

Follow-up activities:

• Find out about the Sikh festival of Vaisakhi / 
Baisakhi (New Year) and the ways in which the 
anniversary of the beginning of the Sikh faith is 
celebrated annually in Sikh communities. There 
is a useful BBC clip here:

      www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mx76l 
• Compare the story of The lost son with Jesus’ 

parable from the Bible (Luke 15 11-32).
• The reflection part of the programme asks 

pupils to think about new beginnings in their 
own lives. You might like to create space in your 
classroom (either physically, or in terms of time) 
to give children opportunities to do this.

• Find out more about the job of a park ranger – 
and think about which of the many jobs they do 
you might find most interesting, or challenging. 
Write some questions to ask a park ranger.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03jyv21 
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2016_spring_08.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mx76l 
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9: Bees
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03jz5g9

FOCUS IMAGE:

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Vox pops: children give their thoughts about honey
Interview: beekeeper Graham Royle reveals what 
special creatures bees are
Song: ‘Together’ from All about our school
Story: Team pancake by Rose Heiney
Reflection: On working together...just as bees do.

Pre-programme questions:

• Why is it important to work together?
• What opportunities are there in school for work-

ing together?
• When is it easy / hard to work together?
• What would happen if everyone decided not to 

work together?!
• What do you know about bees...and honey?
• How might bees be connected with the theme of 

working together?

Story synopsis:

The Mills family have a disastrous start to their day 
creating pancakes: children Miranda and Jonathan 
are distracted by the promise of snow and Mum 
declares that for the rest of the day they should all 
just help themselves. Little does she realise the 
impact of her words...but by the end of the day the 
family has learnt an important lesson.

After the story:

• Why is waiting for snow so exciting? Do you 
think Mum and Dad felt the same about the 
snow? What in the story tells you this?

• Whose actions started the chain of disastrous 
events that ended with everyone sitting in the 
pancake mess?

• Has your ever had a morning like the Mills family 
had? Share stories of what happened.

• How did the decision about not working as a 
team affect everyone in the family?

• Who do you think most regretted that decision?
• What connections are there between the story 

and what you’ve learned about bee communi-
ties?

Follow-up activities:

• Write the story of the family creating dinner as 
‘Team Beans’!

• Find out some more about bees, pollination, 
and honey. There is information especially for 
children on the British Beekeepers’ Association 
website: www.bbka.org.uk/kids/ You could also 
find out what you could do at school to provide 
solitary bees with places to live: 

      www.foxleas.com/make-a-bee-hotel.asp 
• Work together and do some cooking with honey! 

You could try some ideas from the BBKA recipe 
section:

      www.bbka.org.uk/kids/more_childrens_corner  
• Listen to the piece of music called ‘Flight of the 

bumblebee’ by Rimsky-Korsakov and talk about 
how the impression of bees is created musically. 
There are some interesting variations on the 
Classic FM website.

• In groups, have a go at creating your own ‘Bee 
music’.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03jz5g9 
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2016_spring_09.jpg
http://www.bbka.org.uk/kids/
http://www.foxleas.com/make-a-bee-hotel.asp 
http://www.bbka.org.uk/kids/more_childrens_corner  
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10: Birds
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03k31d0

FOCUS IMAGE: two Easter chicks!

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Vox pops: children offer their ideas on how eggs 
are linked to Easter
Interview: with Liane Holdsworth of the RSPB, on 
location at Old Moor nature reserve in Barnsley
Story: Wonder chick by Kate Stonham
Reflection: On Easter...a special time of year
Song: ‘All in an Easter garden’ - Come and Praise, 
no. 130

Pre-programme questions:

• What makes a bird a bird? Explore the physical 
features that make birds unique.

• Do all birds lay eggs?
• Why might an egg be a good symbol of ‘new 

life’?
• What do eggs have to do with Easter and why 

do people eat chocolate eggs at Easter time?
• What happened at the very first Easter? What 

connections do these events have with the 
theme of new life?

Story synopsis:

Ed’s favourite job on the farm is looking after the 
chickens - and one in particular called Feathers. 
Feathers has laid six eggs and one by one they all 
hatch...all except the final one.

Ed is determined to do whatever he can to save the 
little chick that he can see inside. So he nestles it in 
an incubator and finds all sorts of ways to persuade 
the egg to hatch...

After the story:

• What would you have done if you were Ed to 
encourage the egg to hatch?

• Why do you think Ed was prepared to miss so 
many activities to help incubate the egg? Would 
you have made such sacrifices? Have you ever 
had to do anything similar, such as nursing a 
sick pet?

• Was Ed a good ‘Father Hen’? How?
• How do you think it felt to be sleeping in the 

shed with the incubator?
• Why do you think Ed came close to giving up?
• Did you guess what name Ed would give the 

final chick? What other names might he have 
chosen?

Follow-up activities:

• What questions do you have as a class about 
the Christian celebration of Easter? Watch the 
BBC clip here:

      www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mww94
• Has what you’ve seen helped you answer any 

of your questions? What questions would you 
ask the people in the programme?

• Make an Easter Garden as a class, including 
the traditional elements that retell the main 
events of the Easter narrative. Use your garden 
to help you to retell the narrative and connect 
each part with the things that Christians believe 
about Easter and about the person of Jesus 
Christ.

• Make and decorate Easter eggs, or cook Hot 
Cross Buns. What connects each to the Easter 
story - and how might eating them have extra 
significance for Christians? Write a prayer or a 
reflection to be used before or during the eating 
of Easter eggs or Hot Cross Buns.

• Spend some time bird watching on your school 
playground or field. Which birds are the most 
frequent visitors? How might you encourage 
other birds to visit? (See the RSPB website).

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03k31d0
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2016_spring_10.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mww94
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