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Introduction
Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of 
material from a wide range of cultural and 
religious sources, including Christianity, 
contributes to the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development.

What is the value of using Together?

• It is a ready-made resource for Collective 
Worship that can help your school to fulfill 
the statutory requirement for a daily act of 
Collective Worship; material is of a ‘broadly 
Christian character’, reflecting the ‘broad 
traditions of Christian belief’.

• It encourages individual and community 
responses, from a sense of celebration to 
thoughtful reflection.

• The programmes encourage pupils to
• think about issues and to share their experi-

ences.
• It includes the voices of junior age pupils 

speaking for themselves.
• It can be used with large or small groups of 

pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and 
teachers from a range of backgrounds to par-
ticipate in the programmes. A mixture of songs, 
reflections and prayers allows pupils to respond 
to what they have heard in their own way.

Using the programmes and these 
Teacher’s Notes:

Programmes are also available as downloads or 
podcasts for 60 days following transmission. 
This means that you can download each       
programme (for free) as an mp3 file, for 
playback either from a computer or from an 
mp3 player, such as an iPod.

If you subscribe to the series your computer will 
automatically search for each new episode when 
you connect to the internet, ensuring that you 
never miss a programme.

Programmes are also available as audio on
demand. The audio on demand is a reliable
service – especially on broadband - that allows
you to listen to the programme ‘streamed’ over 
the internet via the BBC iplayer.

However, we would recommend that you download 
each programme using the podcast service, rather 
than use the audio on demand service.

Downloading the programme is the most reliable 
means of acquiring the programmes for playback.

Focus images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided 
by the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these notes 
we have provided focus images which you can 
display be clicking on the image.

The images come direct from the BBC and appear 
as individual photographs without any additional 
page information - so you do not need to worry 
about displaying any distracting or unsuitable 
material.

We assume that many teachers will continue to 
wish to provide their own focus objects and the 
suggestions for images we’ve provided are often a 
good starting point when considering which ob-
jects to collect.

Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:
•  A story or short drama
•  One song from either the Come and Praise
 song books or our collection All about our   
 school
•  Voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged
 children
•  Reflection and/or an opportunity for   
    prayer

Preparation for using the programmes:
•  Create a sense of occasion and 
 exploration by setting up a focus picture    
    (either using the online resources 
 included here or your own ideas) for 
 pupils to think about during the 
 programme. This will enhance their 
 listening and concentration and provide
 further talking points.
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•  Consider ways to make the use of the  
 focus image more effective – eg by 
 projecting it or by displaying it on an 
 interactive whiteboard.
•  Shut out distractions by closing the 
 curtains or dimming the lights.
•  Think about the seating arrangements  
 (eg would a semi-circle or circle 
 arrangement foster greater 
 engagement).

During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:
•  Pause the programme to discuss the 
 issues when you wish.
•  Pause the programme before the songs  
 to consider their content.
•  Pause the programme after the reflection
 and / or prayer to allow pupils to add 
 their own thoughts.
•  Replay sections of the programme to     
 allow pupils to gain familiarity with the 
 material.

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are 
Come and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All 
about our school. These song books contain a 
wealth of songs for use in assemblies. They’ve 
also been compiled to respond to the require-
ments of the 1988 Education Reform Act, so the 
emphasis is on being broadly, but not exclusive-
ly, Christian.

The song books are also accompanied by:

•	 Come and Praise instrumental books. 
These contain the melody line, two me-                                                                                                                                   
lodic parts and a bass part. There are                                                                                                                                              
also guitar chords and suggestions for 
percussion. 

• CD. There is a double CD available for 
each collection. They may be used to 
provide enjoyable listening or accompa-
niment for assemblies where no pianist 
is available. For copyright reasons we 
are not able to provide these resources 
in these Notes or elsewhere on the 
School Radio website. However, they are 
available from BBC Active.

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems
from the children are particularly welcome.
Please use the Contact us link from the website:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/contactus-
form
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Unit 1: Our senses 
1: Sight

Themes: our senses; sight and blindness; 
the life of Louis Braille

Preparation for the programme:
FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: Children reading 
books written in braille.

Click on image to display a large version 
Programme content:
SONG: Come and Praise 1, no 18 - ‘He made 
me’ 

STORY: Louis Braille by Tracey Hammett

FEATURE: Two volunteers talk about training 
puppies for The Guide Dogs for the Blind As-
sociation

REFLECTION: ...on the preciousness of sight 
and the valuable contribution that people can 
make to help the blind or partially-sighted

Pre-programme questions:
• What are the ‘five senses’?

• What does the word ‘read’ mean? It 
seems obvious – you read words, written 
or printed, by looking at them. But can 
you think of any other meanings of the 
word ‘read’ (computers read discs etc, we 
‘read’ faces).

• What type of reading can unsighted peo-
ple do?

Story synopsis: Louis Braille by Tracey 
Hammett

Louis Braille was born in 1809 in Coupvray, 
France. As a young child he injured his eye 
playing with one of his father’s tools. This 
led to an infection in both his eyes and by 
the age of 4 he was completely blind. At 
that time it was rare for blind people to go 
to school or to work, but Louis’ father was 
determined to help his son and arranged for 
him to go to the village school. Louis memo-
rised much of what he heard, although he 
was frustrated that he couldn’t read or write.

When he was 10 Louis started at the Royal 
Institute for Blind Youth in Paris. There was a 
library there with special books for the blind, 
but Louis was disappointed to find that the 
books were very bulky, as the words were 
raised up on the page for the blind students 
to read by feeling the letters.

One day an army captain, Charles Barbier, 
visited the school to demonstrate his sys-
tem of ‘night writing’ - a system of raised 
dots and dashes on cardboard, which he 
had devised so his soldiers could read mes-
sages without light. Louis spent two years 
adapting Barbier’s complicated system into 
a simple system using six tiny dots in differ-
ent combinations to represent the alphabet. 
Louis was 15 when he completed his system 
and then spent the rest of his life perfecting 
it and teaching it to others – as now used by 
blind and partially-sighted people all over the 
world.

After the programme:
STORY QUESTIONS:

• After Louis became blind, how did he cope 
with everyday life?

• At the time when Louis was a boy, what 
usually happened to blind people?

• How did Louis’ father help him to over-
come his disability?

• What kind of books existed for blind peo-
ple and why was Louis disappointed with 
them?
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2: Hearing

Themes: Hearing and deafness, Beethoven, 
Dame Evelyn Glennie

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: Beethoven music 
score or this portrait of him.

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

SONG: Come and Praise 1 no 60 – ‘I listen 
and I listen’ 

STORY: Beethoven by Tracey Hammett

INTERVIEW: Two deaf children interview 
Dame Evelyn Glennie about how she plays 
her music

REFLECTION: ...on the value of hearing and 
the importance of listening; the inspiration of 
people who overcome deafness

Pre-programme questions:

• What do you understand by the terms 
‘hearing impaired’, ‘deaf’, and ‘profoundly 
deaf’?

• Do you think someone with no hearing 
could be a musician? Could they write mu-
sic, could they perform music?

• What are your favourite sounds and why?  

• Why did Charles Barbier invent his ‘night 
writing’ system?

• Why was the Braille system so successful?

ACTIVITIES:

• Write a Guide Dog puppy’s story about 
how he or she learns to help a blind per-
son and meets their new owner.

• Find out how some simple words or 
names are presented in braille. Or get 
each member of the class to present their 
name using dots to indicate to raised per-
forations used by braille.

• Think about the sense of sight and write 
a poem where the each line begins, ‘With 
my eyes I can...’ Try to think of lots of 
different things that you are able to do 
because of your sense of sight. Leave a 
space after each line, then fill in the spac-
es with lines that begin – ‘An unsighted 
person...’ So your poem might start like 
this: ‘With my eyes I can read a book / An 
unsighted person can read a Braille book 
/  With my eyes I can walk to the shops / 
An unsighted person can go with a guide 
dog.’ You might need to copy out a neat 
version of your poem when you’ve written 
it.

• The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association 
is a charity that depends on people giv-
ing and raising money. Can you think of a 
clever way to raise money for them? Work 
in pairs or small groups first, and then 
come together as a class to share your 
ideas and decide on the best way forward.

Weblinks: 
www.rnib.org.uk/xpedio/groups/public/docu-
ments/code/public_louisbraillehome.hcsp 

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.
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Story synopsis: Beethoven by Tracey Ham-
mett

Ludwig van Beethoven was born in 1770 in 
Bonn, Germany, into a musical family – both 
his father and grandfather were musicians at 
the royal court. 

Beethoven was only four years old when his 
father started to teach him music and the 
young Ludwig had a rather unhappy child-
hood being bullied by his father to practise 
and perform for guests. In spite of this, Bee-
thoven loved music and, under the tutelage 
of a new teacher, became a fine pianist. 

Beethoven started to compose music at the 
age of 11. In his early 30s, he began to ex-
perience ringing in his ears and feared that 
he was going deaf. Despite trying many dif-
ferent methods to save his hearing he even-
tually became deaf. He was devastated, but 
instead of giving up, he threw himself into his 
composing - and produced much of his fin-
est work even though he could not hear the 
music he had written.

Beethoven died in 1827, leaving behind a 
legacy of many inspiring masterpieces.
 
After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why was Beethoven destined to become a 
musician?

• How old was Beethoven when he com-
posed his first piece of music?

• What different kinds of music did Bee-
thoven compose?

• How did Beethoven react when he realised 
he was losing his hearing?

• What strange method did he use to help 
him ‘hear’ the music when he played the 
piano?

• What was his final symphony called and 
what was Beethoven’s reaction at the end 
of its first public performance?

ACTIVITIES:

• Sit comfortably and close your eyes. Lis-
ten. Focus your hearing on all the sounds 
you can hear outside of the room. Then 
bring your attention inside – what sounds 
can you hear inside the room? Then lis-
ten very carefully, can you hear your 
own breathing? Open your eyes and talk 
together about the different sounds you 
heard. Can you describe the sounds? Were 
they deep or high, loud or quiet? Were 
some sounds constant (a computer fan) 
and others changeable (cars passing)?

• Listen to a short piece of Beethoven’s 
music. What pictures do you see in your 
mind as you listen? What feelings do you 
have when you hear it? Note down your 
pictures and feelings and then use them 
to build a story or poem that is inspired 
by the music you heard.

• Imagine that you have been asked to 
design a new CD for Dame Evelyn Glen-
nie. What would it look like? You can also 
write some notes about her and her music 
– what will you say about this remarkable 
woman?

Weblinks:

www.lvbeethoven.com/Bio/BiographyLudwig.
html 

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites
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3. Taste

Themes: Our senses; taste; enjoying our 
sense of taste

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGES: a cooking pot with 
a stone in it; this image of a chef tasting

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school, no 4 – ‘All to-
gether as a family’

QUIZ: children match the correct sense to 
different sounds and descriptions

STORY: Stone soup - an adaptation of the 
traditional tale by Kate Stonham

REFLECTION: ...on the wonderful things we 
can discover and enjoy by using our senses

Pre-programme questions:

• What’s your favourite taste?
• Does anyone know what the different 

tastes are? (sweetness, sourness, bitter-
ness, saltiness - and an additional taste 
called ‘umami’ which is now also recog-
nised as one of the basic tastes)

• What do each of these smells make you 
think of, or what places do they conjure 
up in your mind: salty sea air, popcorn, 
fresh cut grass?

• What significance does our sense of taste 
have? Is it simply to give us pleasure? 
Does it serve some other significant pur-
pose? (A sour taste could indicate that 
food is bad or poisonous).

Story synopsis: Stone soup  - an adaptation 
of the traditional story by Kate Stonham

It is a cold winter day and Alexa and her fa-
ther Mikhail gather logs. An old man appears 
with a sack and Alexa is keen to offer him 
a ride back to the village on their cart; but 
her father is suspicious of the stranger and 
doesn’t wish to help him.

Later, back in the village, Alexa and her fa-
ther meet the old man again. He produces a 
cooking pot and proceeds to build a fire. Hun-
gry villagers gather round to see what the old 
man will cook. But he drops a stone into the 
pot and declares it is the vital ingredient for 
‘stone soup’. 

The villagers laugh but Alexa slips away and 
returns with some onions to go in the pot. 
One by one other villagers also produce what 
little food they have and soon the stone soup 
has become a delicious, warming stew for 
everyone to enjoy together. 

And then the old man is on his way again...

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why do you think Mikhail is suspicious of 
the old man and unwilling to help him?

• What does the old man carry with him in 
his sack?

• How do the villagers react when the old 
man says he will be making ‘stone soup’?

• Why do you think the old man describes 
the stone as the ‘vital ingredient’?

• Why does Alexa slip away and return with 
some onions?

• Why is it important that Mikhail also en-
joys some of the soup?

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_spr15_03.jpg
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• What do the villagers learn from the visit 
of the old man? What does he want them 
to think and feel once he has left?

ACTIVITIES:

• Do a ‘blind test’ experiment. Find some 
foods and/or spices with distinctive tastes 
or smells. Then blindfold the testers - 
without letting them see what you have 
prepared - and ask them to identify the 
smells or tastes. Take a careful note of the 
results and then present them in a chart 
or graph showing which foods were most 
easy to identify and which caused the 
most difficulties.

• Find out about animals that have particu-
larly acute senses and how they use them 
- eg a dog’s sense of smell; a bat’s hear-
ing; a cat’s sight. Find out how human 
beings can also make use of an animal’s 
acute senses - eg ‘sniffer’ dogs who may 
work in airports to locate particular dan-
gerous items or substances in luggage.

• Record everyone’s favourite tastes and 
present the results as a graph or chart.

• Identify different types of food which 
typify the different categories of taste (in 
particular sweet, bitter, sour and salty).

Weblinks:

www.bbc.co.uk/science/humanbody/body/
factfiles/taste/taste_animation.shtml 

www.bbc.co.uk/science/humanbody/body/
factfiles/touch/touch.shtml 

www.bbc.co.uk/science/humanbody/body/
factfiles/smell/smell_animation.shtml 
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Unit 2: Water worlds 
4: Holding back the sea

Themes: landscapes shaped by water; the 
power of nature; the limits of our ability to 
control the sea

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: a dam holding back water

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school, no 13 – ‘Togeth-
er’

FEATURE: Gemma visits the Thames Barrier 
to hear how it protects Londoners from floods

STORY: Hans Brinker - holding back the sea. 
An adaptation of the popular story by Kate 
Stonham

REFLECTION: ...on our desire to control the 
forces of nature...and the limits of our ability 
to do so

Pre-programme questions:

• Talk about the focus image. What does 
the picture show? Do the children know 
of any dams nearby - or other features 
which control water?

• Talk about the different ways we try to 
remove water from land or try to keep 
water away from land - pumps, dams, 
dykes, drainage channels etc. Are there 
any examples nearby?

• Has anyone seen or visited the Thames 
Barrier? What is its purpose?

Story synopsis: Hans Brinker - holding back 
the sea. An adaptation of the popular story 
by Kate Stonham.

There is some debate about whether this is 
a traditional Dutch tale, but since the author 
Mary Dodge included it in her children’s nov-
el, Hans Brinker or the Silver Skates in 1865, 
it has certainly been viewed as such.

The story is set in the Netherlands, where 
much of the land has been reclaimed but 
remains below sea level. Before the days of 
huge sand dune defences the sea was kept at 
bay by large wooden walls, or dykes. 

The story is told from the viewpoint of Hans 
Brinker, who remembers one particular child-
hood adventure when he saved his country 
from being flooded by the sea.

Late one afternoon he had set off to stay the 
night with his grandmother. On his journey 
he cycles past windmills, tulip fields and up 
by the long dyke that protects his part of the 
Netherlands from the sea. Then, hearing a 
trickle of water, he stops and discovers a leak 
in the dyke. Using his finger he blocks the 
hole, believing it will only be a short time be-
fore help arrives. But help doesn’t arrive and 
he spends a long cold night keeping danger 
at bay.

He imagines he hears the encouraging words 
of a girl in a house in the distance. Knowing 
he must save her from the threat of the sea 
he keeps his vigil until morning when help 
finally arrives.

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_spr15_04.jpg
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After the programme

STORY QUESTIONS

• Once he realised that help wasn’t going to 
arrive quickly Hans could have given up. 
What gave him the strength to continue? 
Have you ever experienced encourage-
ment like this?

• What would it be like to know that your 
actions may save a lot of people from 
danger?

ACTIVITIES

• Find out more about the Thames Barrier 
and how it operates.

• Find out about the North Sea Flood of 
1953 which had devastating consequenc-
es in both the UK and the Netherlands, 
where today’s story is set.

• Explore the unusual geography of the 
Netherlands, much of which is reclaimed 
land. More than 50% of the Netherlands is 
1 metre or less below sea level.

LINKS

The Thames Barrier:
https://www.gov.uk/the-thames-barrier

How does the barrier protect London?
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-26133660

5: Rescue at sea

Themes: another landscape shaped by the 
sea; the work of the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution (RNLI); what motivates those who 
help others; keeping safe beside the sea

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: a RNLI lifeboat racing to a 
rescue at sea

Click on the image to display a larger version

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school, no 7 – ‘God is 
watching over you’

FEATURE: Gemma visits the RNLI lifeboat 
station in Walmer, Kent, to hear from the 
crew about their activities and what moti-
vates them.

STORY: Grace Darling - heroine of the sea. 
The first episode of a two-part drama about 
Grace Darling by Katherine Freeman.

REFLECTION: ...on the courage of those 
people - like members of the RNLI - who are 
there to help us in times of difficulty

Pre-programme questions:

• Who has been to the seaside? Was it for a 
day out or for a holiday? 

https://www.gov.uk/the-thames-barrier
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-26133660 
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_spr15_05.jpg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_spr_15.jpg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_spr15_05.jpg
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• Are there any ‘golden rules’ for staying 
safe at the seaside?

• What happens if you get into difficulty at 
the seaside - who is there to look after 
you?

• Who has heard of the ‘Coast Guard’ and 
the ‘RNLI’ (Royal National Lifeboat Insti-
tution)? Who know what they do?

Story synopsis: Grace Darling - heroine of 
the sea - part 1. A two-part dramatisation 
of the life of Grace Darling and the daring 
rescue of 1838 that she took part in.

We learn about Grace Darling’s early life. 
She was born in 1815 in Bamburgh, North-
umberland, one of eight children. 

When she was just a few months old she 
went to live on a remote island in the Farne 
Islands, where her father was the lighthouse 
keeper. Grace and her siblings spent their 
time rowing, hunting for shellfish and also 
fishing at sea.

When Grace was 10 she moved to Long-
stone - an even more remote spot in the 
Farne Islands – where a new lighthouse had 
been built.

Early one morning in 1838 Grace looks 
out of her window. A storm is raging but 
through the gloom Grace can just make out 
the remains of a ship that has been wrecked 
on Great Harcar Rock. Grace tells her father 
and is determined to go to the rescue imme-
diately; but her father is more cautious and 
suggests waiting until the light improves.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS

• In what year was Grace born and where? 
(Bamburgh, 1815)

• How big was her family? (She was one of 
eight children)

• How old was Grace when she moved to 
the Farne Islands? (Just three weeks old)

• Why did Grace move to the Farne Islands?
• How did Grace and her siblings spend 

their time as children?
• How old was Grace when she moved to 

Longstone Lighthouse? (10 years old)
• What can Grace see through her bedroom 

window on 7 September 1838?
• Why is her father reluctant to go to the 

rescue immediately?

ACTIVITIES:

• Find the story locations on a map or 
globe: Bamburgh (Grace’s birth place) 
and the Farne Islands. Try to find a map 
with sufficient details to show Brownsman 
Island, Longstone Lighthouse and Great 
Harcar Rock.

• Find the nearest RNLI station to the Farne 
Islands. (It is at Seahouses)

• Write two contrasting diary entries for 
Grace - one describing a typical childhood 
day spent rowing and searching for shell-
fish etc; the other describing what she 
could see from her window on the morn-
ing of the storm and how she brought it to 
the attention of her parents.

• Use classroom drama to extend your 
knowledge and experience of the Grace 
Darling story. Our dramatisation comes 
from the School Radio series First Steps 
in Drama. Take a look at the Teacher’s 
Notes and try out some of the drama ac-
tivities described: http://downloads.bbc.
co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/firststepsindrama_
spring_2012.pdf

Weblinks:

Do a search for ‘The Grace Darling Museum’ 
to find out more about Grace’s life.

School Radio  © BBC 2015www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio



6: Wetlands

Themes: places where the sea is welcome - 
for example as part of a habitat for wildlife; 
the courage of Grace Darling

Preparation for the programme

FOCUS IMAGE: a painting of Grace Darling 
and her father rowing to the survivors of the 
‘Forfarshire’

Click on the image to display a larger version

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school, no 3 – ‘While we 
live we learn’

FEATURE: Gemma visits Reculver Nature 
Reserve in Kent, to hear about the wildlife - 
seabirds in particular - that live there

STORY: Grace Darling - heroine of the sea.
The second episode of a two-part story about 
Grace Darling by Katherine Freeman.

REFLECTION: ...about the preciousness of 
the sea, being grateful for the hard work of 
those people who maintain wetland habitats 
and on the need to care for the environment.

11

Pre-programme questions:

• We’ve heard some examples of how the 
sea can cause danger or hardship. Can 
anyone think of ways that the sea helps 
us?

• Does anyone in the class enjoy bird-
watching or going to nature reserves? 
What do they like about it?

• Are there any nature reserves nearby - or 
places where the habitat is protected?

• Do the children know of any charities that 
work to protect the environment?

Story synopsis: Grace Darling - heroine of 
the sea. The second episode of a two-part 
drama by Katherine Freeman.

The ship that has struck Big Harcar Rock is 
called the ‘Forfarshire’. She is sailing from 
Hull to Dundee when her boiler breaks down 
and she starts to drift.

When the ship strikes Big Harcar she breaks 
in two – many passengers are swept away 
but some manage to cling to the rock. 

Grace is determined that she and her
father should row to the rescue immediately, 
even though their 21 foot boat should have a 
larger crew.

Grace and her father make it to Big Harcar 
Rock where Grace holds the boat steady 
while her father steps ashore. They are only 
able to bring some of the survivors back on 
the first trip. Later Grace’s father will make a 
second rescue to pick up the remainder.

Following the rescue Grace becomes a na-
tional heroine. Every time her father makes 
the journey to the mainland he returns with 
more fan mail. Even Queen Victoria congrat-
ulates Grace and sends her a reward. And 
then, Grace falls ill...and dies while still just 
26 years old.
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After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS

• Where was the ‘Forfarshire’ sailing from 
and to?

• Why did the ship start to drift?
• What was the name of the rock that the 

ship struck? (Big Harcar Rock)
• What was remarkable about Grace and 

her father attempting the rescue alone?
• What did they do when they arrived at 

Great Harcar Rock?
• Why were they not able to rescue all the 

survivors at one time?
• What happened to Grace after the res-

cue? Who became her most celebrated 
fan?

ACTIVITIES

• Continue Grace’s diary extracts to include 
a description of the rescue...or write it as 
a letter to a friend.

• Use classroom drama to extend your 
knowledge and experience of the Grace 
Darling story. Our dramatisation comes 
from the School Radio series First Steps 
in Drama. Take a look at the Teacher’s 
Notes and try out some of the drama ac-
tivities described: http://downloads.bbc.
co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/firststepsindrama_
spring_2012.pdf

Weblinks:

Do a search for ‘The Grace Darling Museum’ 
to find out more about Grace’s life.

Unit 3: All change! 
7: A change for the worse

Themes: identity; self-knowledge; a desire 
to change; self-esteem

Preparation for the programme

FOCUS IMAGE:

Click on the image to display a larger version

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school, no 16 – ‘I am 
special’

VOXPOPS: children talk about what they 
would like to be in the future

STORY: The Stonecutter’s wish
An adaptation of a traditional story from 
Japan by Deborah Nash.

REFLECTION: ...thinking about yourself and 
what you like about yourself (in response 
to some children in the programme who 
descirbe what they like about themselves).

Pre-programme questions:

• What do the children want to be when 
they are older? 

• What types of profession do they most 
admire?
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• What do the children most admire about 
other people?

• Do they ever experience feelings of wish-
ing they were someone else?

• The story is about a ‘stonecutter’. What 
does a stonecutter do?

Story synopsis:

The Stonecutter’s wish. An adaptation of 
a traditional story from Japan by Deborah 
Nash.

There are several versions of this traditional 
Eastern tale about a dissatisfied stonecutter 
who, after trying on several different guises, 
discovers that it’s possible to find enlighten-
ment and satisfaction just as he is.

In the Together version of the stonecutter 
is able to fulfil his desire to become some-
one else thanks to the magic of a mountain 
spirit.

After trying out life as a wealthy merchant, a 
prince, the sun, a cloud and a mountain, he 
finally realises what he would really like to 
be - himself!

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS

• Do you think the stonecutter was really 
unhappy with who he was...or did he just 
want to try out being someone else to 
find out what it would be like?

• Is there anything wrong with wanting to 
be someone else?

• What sort of things did the stonecutter 
think would make his life better? For ex-
ample, riches and power?

• What do you think the stonecutter en-
joyed about being back to his old self?

• What do you like about being you? 

Activities:

• Draw a story board account of the stone-
cutter’s journey to self-awareness. Write 
a caption for each picture expressing 
key feelings or thoughts – eg where the 
stonecutter first sees the rich merchant 
the caption might say: ‘I envy you, I 
want to be you’. Key feelings might be 
greed, envy and dissatisfaction.

• Draw a large circle and draw the key 
points of the stonecutter’s story around 
the edge, returning eventually to the way 
he was, as a stonecutter.

• Choose one emotion or state of mind to 
go with each picture. The first word to 
describe the stonecutter might be ‘dissat-
isfied’, what will the last word be?

• Conduct a survey in your class or around 
the school asking ‘have you ever wanted 
to be someone or something else’. What 
person or thing is the most popular? 
Why? A lot of people would like to be 
famous, like film stars, football stars and 
other celebrities. Why?

• Make paper cut outs of your hand. Along 
each finger and thumb write one good 
thing you like about yourself. Display 
them or keep them somewhere safe so 
that you can remind yourself what’s good 
about being you.
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8: A change for the better

Themes: identity; working hard to make 
a change for the better; the life of St Paul; 
making a ‘Damascene conversion’

Preparation for the programme

FOCUS IMAGE:

Click on the image to display a larger version

Programme content:

SONG: Come and Praise, no 47 – ‘One more 
step’

VOXPOPS: children talk about things that 
they would like to change about themselves 
- eg be more grateful, be ‘faster’ and do 
more piano practise

STORY: What a change!
The story of St Paul’s conversion following 
his experience on the road to Damascus.

REFLECTION: ...on having the courage and 
determination to make small, positive steps 
to change for the better.

About St Paul:

St Paul is one of the most important figures 
in Christianity. He was one of the earliest 
Christians, 2000 years ago. 27 of the books 
of the New Testament in the Christian Bible 
are written by him and the Acts of the Apos-
tles is written about him.

After a dramatic conversion, from persecutor 
of Christians to believer, he dedicated his life 
to travelling around the Mediterranean tell-
ing people about Christ and supporting other 
Christians. He is regarded as largely respon-
sible for making Christianity a worldwide 
faith.

It is not thought that Paul met Jesus but 
they were certainly in the same area at the 
same time.

Pre-programme questions:

• Discuss the focus image. What do the 
children think it is suggesting?

• What do you know about the early Chris-
tians? (Explain that it was not easy to be 
a follower of Jesus. He was saying things 
which made him unpopular with the Jew-
ish hierarchy and the Roman rulers in 
what was then Palestine – now Israel. 
Show the children the area on a map or 
globe.)

• Have you heard of St Paul? (The children 
may have heard of St Paul’s Cathedral, 
which gives an indication of how much 
he has been and still is revered by Chris-
tians.)

• Explain that St Paul made a great change 
in his life. Have you ever made a big 
change - eg decided to try harder at 
something, or take on a new hobby? 
What made you decide to change?

Story synopsis: 

What a change! An account of St Paul’s con-
version following his experiences on the road 
to Damascus, by David Self

Ananias, one of the early Christians, explains 
why he and his friends were worried when 
they discovered that Saul was on his way 
from Jerusalem to their town of Damascus. 
Saul was renowned for his cruel persecution 
of Jesus’ followers.
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Ananias has a dream in which God speaks to 
him and tells him to go to the house of Judas 
in Straight Street and ask for Saul. 

Ananias does as God demands, but when he 
gets there he realises Saul is blind. Ananias 
puts his hands on Saul’s head and his sight 
is restored.

Saul explains how he’d been on the road to 
Damascus when a great light had shone all 
around him and he’d heard Jesus’ voice ask-
ing, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 
The experience left Saul blind and his follow-
ers led him to Judas’ house. 

Sight restored, Saul decides to become a 
Christian and immediately starts to tell eve-
ryone about his new-found faith. The people 
of Damascus aren’t pleased and eventually 
Saul has to be smuggled out of the city in 
a basket. Not long after that Saul becomes 
known as Paul – part of his fresh start.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS

• How did the Christians in Damascus feel 
when they heard Saul was on his way to 
visit them? Why?

• What happened to Saul to make him be-
come a Christian? How did he feel? What 
did he do as soon as he got his sight 
back?

• How do you think Paul felt when he 
looked back at the time when he used to 
persecute the Christians?

• People talk about having a ‘road to Da-
mascus’ experience when they realise 
they must make a change in their life. 
Why do you think they use this phrase? 
Have the children ever had an experi-
ence which made them realise they must 
‘make a fresh start’?

ACTIVITIES:

• Read the story of Saul on the road to 
Damascus: New Testament, Acts, Chapter 
9. Also Chapter 22 verses 6 – 16. Make a 
storyboard for Paul’s account, making a 
separate drawing for each section of the 
story and providing a sentence to go with 
it.

• Act out the scenes – at the end of each 
section freeze the action. A narrator then 
asks the audience, or describes, how 
Paul, his companions and Ananias, would 
have been feeling.
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9: Making a change within

Themes: Lent; self-knowledge; working 
hard to make an ‘inner’ change for the bet-
ter; making a fresh start

Preparation for the programme

FOCUS IMAGE: giving up computer games 
for Lent!

Click on the image to display a larger version

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school, no 14 – ‘Chain 
of love’

VOXPOPS: children talk about the story of 
Lent, what they give up and how it makes 
them appreciate what they have

STORY: Quincey Bone and the Danger Dog
An original story by Deborah Nash about a 
boy who gives up something important

REFLECTION: ...on making a fresh start, 
considering what’s important and changing 
our lives for the better

Pre-programme questions:

• Why would you want to give up some-
thing that you enjoy as some Christians 
do during the season of Lent? Can you 
see any advantages to doing this?

• Study the focus picture. What does it 
show? How would the children feel if they 
were to give up something like playing 
computer games for Lent?

• Christians also sometimes take up some-
thing new during Lent. Can you see the 
point of this?

• What might you give up or take up during 
Lent?

• In the programme Gemma talks about an 
‘inner journey’ – what do you think she 
might mean by this?

Story synopsis: Quincey Bone and the Dan-
ger Dog. An original story by Deborah Nash

Quincey is absorbed in his computer game 
to the extent that he isn’t aware of what’s 
happening around him. He doesn’t take 
any notice of what his Mum tells him and is 
surprised, and none too happy, when she 
whisks him away on holiday and confiscates 
his computer game on the plane. 

Quincey isn’t really interested in a safari 
holiday to Namibia in Southern Africa and 
at first he tries to ignore what’s going on 
around him by playing his computer game in 
his head. 

Then he actually sees the savannah and all 
the wild animals and he’s amazed and begins 
to realise there’s more to life than he could 
ever experience from his computer game.

When he returns home he starts a scrap-
book and visits the local zoo to find out more 
about all the wildlife that he has seen on the 
safari. Meanwhile his computer game lies 
forgotten in his Mum’s rucksack; Quincey 
has other interests now and doesn’t give it a 
second thought.
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After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS

• Do you ever feel like Quincey? Do you 
sometimes get completely wrapped up in 
computer games?

• Where did Quincey go on holiday? What 
happened there and what did he begin to 
find more interesting than Danger Dog?

• Which animals did Quincey see and later 
put in his scrapbook? Which animals do 
you find most interesting? Can you say 
why?

• How would you describe Quincey’s ‘inner 
journey’?

ACTIVITIES:

• Find out about Namibia, its capital city 
Windhoek and the country’s wildlife.

• Write a poem celebrating the wonders of 
the Namibian countryside and wildlife. 
At the start of the poem you could be-
gin each line: Quincey bone saw... Then 
move on to: Quincey Bone thought... And 
then: Quincey Bone felt...

• Can you think of a time when you went 
on an ‘inner journey’? A time when you 
changed your ideas or began to feel 
differently about someone or some-
thing? Examples might include: starting 
a new class or school / making friends 
with someone you didn’t think would be 
friendly / finding a new game or hobby 
and becoming very enthusiastic about it

• Write about your experiences using the 
title: My Inner Journey

• In today’s song you sang: Fill the world 
with love and laughter / Make a fresh 
start for the human race. That’s not 
much to ask for before dinner time! What 
things do you, your class or your school 
do to help make life better for the peo-
ple around you? Do you hold sponsored 
events for charity for example? Are there 
other things you do too? Discuss this in 
pairs and then as a whole class.

Weblinks:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/christianity/lent.shtml
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Unit 4: April Fools’ Day 
10: April Fools’ Day

Themes: the traditions of April Fools’ Day; 
having fun, but knowing when to be serious 
and not take a prank too far

Preparation for the programme

FOCUS IMAGE: playing a prank

Click on the image to display a larger version

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school, no 6 – ‘Laugh-
ing in the playground’

VOXPOPS: children talk about the April Fools’ 
Day jokes they have played on others...and 
the ones others have played on them!

STORY: April fools. An original story by Kate 
Stonham about an elaborate April Fools’ Day 
prank

REFLECTION: ...on the importance of laugh-
ter, but making sure that we laugh with 
somone and not at them 

Pre-programme questions:

• Have you ever played an April Fools’ Day 
prank on anyone or been the subject of 
one?

• Do you know of any famous examples of 
April Fools’ Day jokes from the media?

• How can you ensure that April Fool jokes 
and pranks are fun and not hurtful?

• Do you know of any April Fools’ Day jokes 
that have gone too far and upset people 
or even hurt them?

Story synopsis: April Fools. An original 
story by Kate Stonham

Sophie is looking forward to another April 
Fools’ Day in a few weeks time and playing 
another prank on her classmate - called April 
- in particular. She puts her elaborate plan 
into action...

Sophie tells April that she’s heard a UFO has 
been sighted nearby in the woods. A little 
later she tells April that the UFO has actu-
ally put down some alien creatures and she 
is looking after one of them. It seems April 
believes Sophie’s outlandish story...but then 
April tells Sophie that she too is looking after 
one of the aliens...in her garden shed.

Sophie spies on April’s garden and sees a 
figure in a safety suit taking food and drink 
to the shed...and a strange alien hand 
emerging to take it.

Then April tells Sophie that the aliens’ moth-
er ship is arriving the next morning to col-
lect them from the woods. In a panic Sophie 
goes along the next morning, taking a friend 
dressed up as an alien.

Sophie arrives in the woods and can make 
out some hooded figures through the mist...
aliens? Then Sophie realises the date - 1st 
April - and realises the tables have been well 
and truly turned on her! 
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After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS

• Why did Sophie decide to play a prank on 
April...and why did she choose to make it 
about a UFO and aliens?

• Why did Sophie start to feel that April 
had been duped into believing her story?

• What happened to make Sophie think 
that April’s claim to have an alien in her 
garden shed was actually true?

• Why do you think some of the other char-
acters - eg Josh - decided to take part in 
the prank against Sophie?

• How do you think Sophie felt at the end 
of the story? And how do you think April 
felt?

ACTIVITIES:

• Often newspapers, TV and radio pro-
grammes have a joke article on 1st April. 
Try to find some recent examples. How 
can you tell if an article is serious or an 
April Fools’ Day joke? How do the jokes 
seek to ‘take in’ people?

• Create some April Fools’ Day jokes of 
your own to go in a newspaper - perhaps 
an advertisement for an extraordinary 
new invention...or an outlandish new fea-
ture of an existing one.

• Design the cover for a book version of 
our April Fools story. What picture will 
you put on the front and what kind of 
lettering and other design features will it 
have? Write the ‘blurb’ that goes on the 
back – a couple of short paragraphs tell-
ing people about the book.
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