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Introduction
Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of mate-
rial from a wide range of cultural and religious 
sources, including Christianity, contributes to the 
pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural devel-
opment.

What is the value of using Together?

• It is a ready-made resource for 
Collective Worship that can help your 
school to fulfill the statutory 
requirement for a daily act of Collective 
Worship; material is of a ‘broadly 
Christian character’, reflecting the ‘broad 
traditions of Christian belief’.
• It encourages individual and 
community responses, from a sense of 
celebration to thoughtful reflection.
• The programmes encourage pupils to
think about issues and to share their
experiences.
• It includes the voices of junior age pupils 
speaking for themselves.
• It can be used with large or small groups 
of pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and 
teachers from a range of backgrounds to par-
ticipate in the programmes. A mixture of songs, 
reflections and prayers allow pupils to respond 
to what they have heard in their own way.

Using the programmes and these 
Teacher’s Notes:

Programmes are also available as downloads 
or podcasts for 60 days following transmission. 
This means that you can download each pro-
gramme (for free) as an mp3 file, for playback 
either from a computer or from an mp3 player, 
such as an iPod.

If you subscribe to the series your computer will 
automatically search for each new episode when 
you connect to the internet, ensuring that you 
never miss a programme.

The podcast service is a perfectly suitable
alternative to acquiring the programmes on prere-
corded CDs, provided you are happy not to use a 
CD player for playback. More information here:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/podcasts

Programmes are also available as audio on
demand. The audio on demand is a reliable
service – especially on broadband - that allows
you to listen to the programme ‘streamed’ over 
the internet via the BBC iplayer.
However, we would recommend that you download 
each programme using the podcast service, rather 
than use the audio on demand service.

Downloading the programme is the most reliable 
means of acquiring the programmes for playback.

Focus images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided 
by the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these notes 
we have provided focus images which you can 
display be clicking on the link underneath each 
picture.

The images come direct from the BBC and appear 
as individual photographs without any additional 
page information - so you do not need to worry 
about displaying any distracting or unsuitable 
information.

We assume that many teachers will continue to 
wish to provide their own focus objects and the 
suggestions for images we’ve provided are often a 
good starting point when considering what objects 
to collect.

We hope in this way to provide a resource that has 
all the benefits (and more!) of the hard-copy focus 
pictures provided in Teacher’s Notes booklets.

Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:
•  A story or short drama
•  One song from either the Come and Praise
 song books or our collection called All   
    about our school
•  Voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged
 children
•  Reflection and/or an opportunity for   
    prayer
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Preparation for using the programmes:
•  Create a sense of occasion and 
 exploration by setting up a focus picture  
 (either using the online resources 
 included here or your own ideas) for 
 pupils to think about during the 
 programme. This will enhance their 
 listening and concentration and provide
 further talking points.
•  Consider ways to make the use of the  
 focus image more effective – e.g. by 
 projecting it or by displaying it on an 
 interactive whiteboard.
•  Shut out distractions by closing the 
 curtains or dimming the lights.
•  Think about the seating arrangements  
 (e.g. would a semi-circle or circle 
 arrangement foster greater engage-
ment).

During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:
•  Pause the programme to discuss the 
 issues when you wish or when there is a  
 ‘Time to Talk’ pause in the programme.
•  Pause the programme before the songs 
to
 consider their content
•  Pause the programme after the reflection
 and / or prayer to allow pupils to add 
their
 own thoughts
•  Replay sections of the programme to al-
low
 pupils to gain familiarity with the mate-
rial

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are 
Come and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All 
about our school. These song books contain a 
wealth of songs for use in assemblies. They’ve 
also been compiled to respond to the require-
ments of the 1988 Education Reform Act, so the 
emphasis is on being broadly, but not exclusive-
ly, Christian.

The song books are also accompanied by:
•  Come and Praise instrumental books.
 These contain the melody line, two me-                                                                                                                                              
     lodic parts and a bass part. There are                                                                                                                                              
     also guitar chords and suggestions for 
  percussion.

•  CD. There is a double CD available for   
each collection. They may be used to pro-  
vide enjoyable listening or accompaniment 
for assemblies where no pianist is avail- 
able. For copyright reasons we are not able 
to provide these resources in these notes or 
elsewhere on the School Radio website. How-
ever, they are available from BBC Active.

Podcasts:

These programmes are available to download for
60 days following transmission or subscribe to as
a podcast. This means that you can download 
each programme (for free) as an mp3 file, for 
playback either from a computer or from an mp3 
player, such as an iPod.

If you subscribe to the series your computer will
automatically search for each new episode when
you connect to the internet, ensuring that you
never miss a programme. It is a perfectly suitable
alternative to acquiring the programme on 
prerecorded CDs, provided you are happy not to 
use a CD player for playback. More information at 
the Podcast page of the School Radio website:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/podcasts

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems
from the children are particularly welcome.
Please use the Contact us link from the website:

www.bbc.co.uk/learningschoolradio/contactusform
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Unit 1: Life cycles

1: Hibernate

Themes: Seasons and rhythms of life, life 
cycles, old winter weather and its effects on 
animals including hibernation.

Pre-programme questions:
What are the signs that winter is here?
What do you like and dislike about 
wintertime?
What is meant by ‘hibernation’ and do you 
know of any creatures that hibernate?

Focus image: A hamster 

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

VOX POPS: Children are talk about how they 
look after their pets during the cold winter 
months.

STORY: Too cold for Fudge by Jeff Capel

SONG: ‘Back in School Again’ number 2 in All 
About Our School

REFLECTION: Children are asked to think 
about how they look after their pets and 
what they like best about winter.

Story synopsis: Too cold for Fudge by Jeff 
Capel

Jamie is given a hamster and hamster house 
for his birthday and learns how to look 
after his new pet, which he names Fudge. 
One thing he quickly discovers is that Fudge 
likes to be active at night. His bustling and 
burrowing keep Jamie awake so it is reluc-
tantly decided to move Fudge into the small, 
cold, box room. 

Jamie notices that Fudge is less lively and 
then that he doesn’t move at all and has  
become cold. Mum breaks the news that 
Fudge has died only to find a little later that 
he’s actually gone into a sort of hibernation 
because of the cold. Jamie dries his tears and 
happily accepts that he’ll have to learn to 
sleep sharing a room with his pet. 

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why did the shop man say that Jamie 
couldn’t have two hamsters?

• Why did the family move Fudge out of 
Jamie’s room?

• What happened to Fudge when they 
moved him into the box room and what 
did Jamie’s mum discover about hamsters 
and cold?

• Do you think it’s a good idea for children 
to have pets? Do you have any pets and 
why do you like looking after them?

ACTIVITIES:

Make a feelings chart based on the story Too 
cold for Fudge. Down the left hand side of a 
piece of paper write or draw the main parts 
of the story:

• Going to the pet superstore and choosing 
the hamster home and Fudge.

• Looking after Fudge at home.
• Deciding to move Fudge out of Jamie’s   

room.
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• Finding that Fudge is cold and won’t  
move.

• Mum saying that they’ll bury Fudge in   
the garden.

• Mum breaking the news about hamsters 
hibernating in the cold.

On the right hand side show how Jamie feels 
at each point. Draw a simple face with a clear 
expression for each one and write key feeling-
words around it, words like excited, happy, 
worried, frightened, sad…

As a whole class or in small groups talk about 
your own pets or animals that you know of. 
How much looking after do they need? Do 
they need special food? How much exercise 
do they need and how do they get it? Do they 
hibernate? Why do people have pets and what 
do you think we can learn from looking after 
animals?

Write a poem about winter with the first line 
about something you like about the season 
and the second about something you don’t 
like. Continue alternating good and bad things 
about winter line by line. Plan your poem first 
by listing the positive and negative things 
that you will include.

Suggested links: 

www.bbc.co.uk/nature/animals/pets/ham-
sters.shtml 

www.pethamsters.co.uk/index.html

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.

2: Good morning, good night

Themes: Daily cycles and moods and how 
these affect us; appreciating that our friends 
may have different daily cycles.

Pre-programme questions:
• Do you find it easy to jump out of bed in 

the morning or does it take you a long 
time to ‘get going’? 

• Have you heard the phrases ‘morning 
larks’ and ‘night owls’? 

• What do you think they mean? 
• When are you most lively, in the mornings 

or the afternoons?
• Do you notice any differences in your 

moods and the things you like to do at dif-
ferent times of the day?

• When is the best time for you to concen-
trate on things you need to think about, 
such as school work?

• When do you like being with other peo-
ple and are there times you prefer to be 
alone?

• Do you notice any differences between 
you and your friends or family when it 
comes to the things you like to do at dif-
ferent times of day?

• 
Focus image: A girl yawning.

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

VOX POPS: We asked some of our listeners 
when they were at their most active and how
they felt at different times of the day.
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STORY:  Morning Charlie, Afternoon Archie 
written by Rebecca Saire and read by Robert 
Fitch

SONG: ‘Being A Friend’ - number 8 in All 
about Our School

REFLECTION: Children are ask to think about 
when they are at their best and have the 
most energy.

Story synopsis: Morning Charlie, Afternoon 
Archie by Rebecca Saire

Charlie likes to get up early – he is a ‘Lark’; 
his friend Archie is more of ‘Night Owl’ – he 
likes to lie-in in the morning and stay up 
late. They also like to eat different types of 
food at different times of the day and they 
each have different skills so when they get 
together to build a space station model they 
begin to discover their differences and how 
to work together. 

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• In the story of Charlie and Archie, who 
was the ‘Lark’ and who was the ‘Night 
Owl’?

• What did each of them have for break-
fast and how did it affect them during the 
day?

• Which are you closest to in your daily 
rhythms, ‘Charlie the lark’ or ‘Archie the 
Night Owl?’

ACTIVITIES:

• Make a class chart showing the number 
of Larks (people who are up early and are 
most active in the morning), Night Owls 
(those who are less active in the morn-
ing and more lively at night) and ‘in-be-
tweens’. You can use stickers or coloured 
pens to show clearly how many there are 
in each category.

• Talk about the results of your class survey 
as shown in your chart. Can you draw any 
firm conclusions about your class? Are you 
mostly Larks, Night Owls or In-betweens: 
or is the class more mixed? Can you think 
of any ways that you could alter the school 
day to make it fit better with the daily 
rhythms of people in your class?

• Gemma asked us to think about times in 
the day when we are at our most helpful 
and thoughtful. Make a ‘Thank you for be-
ing helpful’ greeting card ready to give to 
someone in the class, the school or in your 
family when you want to thank them for 
being especially friendly or supportive.
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3: Generations

Themes: Whole life cycles, coping with 
change particularly a death in a family; 
death as a natural occurrence, loved ones 
living on in our memories and their influence 
on our lives.

Note: these notes and the programme they 
support deal with the death of a grandparent 
so sensitivity will be required towards any 
child experiencing bereavement.

Pre-programme questions:
• Have you heard the phrases ‘the circle of 

life’ or ‘life cycles/the cycle of life’? What 
do you think they mean?

• What is meant by the word ‘generations’ 
when thinking about families? How many 
generations are there in your family? 
Does it include children, parents, grand-
parents and even great-grandparents?

• Can you remember any big family occa-
sions when different generations came 
together? What do you enjoy about see-
ing older relatives?

Focus image: Different generations

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

VOX POPS: We asked some listeners about 
different generations in their families.

STORY: Remembering Grandad by Gordon 
Lamont. Actors: Jade Williams and Claire 
Morgan.

SONG: ‘The Family of Man’. Number 69 in 
Come and Praise 

REFLECTION: Children are asked to think 
about their family and everything they do for 
us.

Story synopsis: Remembering Granddad by 
Gordon Lamont

It’s eleven year old Sarah’s birthday and she 
goes to stay with her grown-up sister Emma. 
They have a great time together until Sarah 
goes quiet in town standing outside a Nail 
Bar. Later she starts crying. When Emma 
asks her about it she explains that the Nail 
Bar used to be a model railway shop which 
their granddad loved. He died earlier in the 
year and seeing the shop reminded Sarah 
of how much she misses him. The sisters 
start talking about granddad and his funny 
ways and both realise that missing him and 
thinking about him has made him part of the 
Sarah’s birthday.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why did Sarah suddenly go quiet outside 
the nail bar?

• Later she started crying but she also said 
that her birthday wasn’t spoilt. Why did 
she say that and why did the sisters think 
that it was a brilliant birthday?

• Can you think of any occasions when 
you’ve been happy and sad at the same 
time?  Might you feel this on the first day 
back at school when you’re sad that the 
holidays are over but happy to see your 
friends again?

ACTIVITIES:

• Create a ‘family tree’ for your family 
showing you, any brothers or sisters, 
your parents and step parents if you have 
them, grandparents and even great-
grandparents.
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• Over the first three programmes of this 
year Gemma has been thinking about 
daily cycles, yearly cycles and whole life 
cycles. Choose one and write an expla-
nation of it to give to someone who has 
never heard the phrase before. Make 
your explanation, short and clear and try 
it out on a partner to get their reaction to 
what you’ve written. You may have to go 
through several drafts to get it just right.

• As a class stand in a circle and throw a 
bean bag or soft ball to each other. The 
person who catches tells everyone one 
thing that they like and admire about a 
member of their family before throwing 
to someone else. Say things like: ‘My sis-
ter is good at sport’, ‘My brother is a bril-
liant cook’, ‘My mum is good at her job’, 
‘My granddad makes us all laugh’…

Suggested links: 

http://www.childbereavement.org.uk/Sup-
port 

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/templates/
family-tree-chart-TC001021967.aspx 

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/templates/
family-tree-TC010107970.aspx 

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.
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Unit 2: Then and now 

4: Spirit and Opportunity

Themes: Science and technology in 
exploration, the urge to explore and the 
power of human imagination to overcome set-
backs.

Pre-programme questions:

• Are you interested in space exploration 
and have you ever looked up at a starry 
sky or the moon and felt a feeling of won-
der and awe (a feeling of amazement and 
that something is special)? 

• Have you ever looked through a telescope 
at the night sky?

• What do you know about the planet Mars? 
Is it a warm or a cold place? What is its 
surface like and what colour is it? How do 
we know anything about it as no-one has 
ever been there?

Focus Image: Mars Rover

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

VOX POPS: Listeners were asked to to pre-
dict what might be discovered in space in the 
future.

STORY: Spirit on Mars by Gordon Lamont. 
Read by DeNica Fairman.

SONG: ‘Give Me Oil In My Lamp’ number 43 
in Come and Praise.

REFLECTION: Take a few moments to think 
about something you would like to invent…
something to help make the world a better 
place

Story synopsis: Spirit on Mars by Gordon 
Lamont

The story of NASA’s Spirit rover told in the 
first person as if it is alive. When one of her 
wheels gets stuck the scientists back on 
Earth use her ‘sister’ rover to work out how 
to get her moving again by travelling back-
wards. The stuck wheel churns up the sur-
face revealing bright white sand just below. 
This turns out to be almost pure silica, like 
sea sand on Earth adding to the evidence 
that flowing water once existed on Mars. A 
major breakthrough has come about through 
a setback dealt with by human ingenuity and 
imagination.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• How many ‘sisters’ did the Spirit rover 
have and where were they?

• What happened to bring Spirit’s roving 
to a halt and how did the people back on 
Earth solve the problem?

• Why did Spirit say ‘And then…the most 
amazing thing happened.’ What did she 
discover and how did she discover it?

• Spirit could work on Mars in a way that 
humans could not but what did the hu-
mans in the story do that Spirit could 
not?

8
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ACTIVITIES:

• The story ‘Spirit on Mars’ gives a ma-
chine a voice as if it were a human. This 
is called anthropomorphism and can be 
used to give animals and things human-
like qualities in a story. Examples of 
this include the Narnia stories and the 
Harry Potter stories where, for example, 
a hat can talk. Write a story from the 
point of view of an everyday object such 
as a kettle, a skate board, a pencil or 
anything at all. Write about part of any 
ordinary day as if your chosen object 
is speaking, for example: ‘There I was 
happily snoozing the night away as usual 
when, whoosh I felt cold water gush-
ing and waking me up with a start. It’s 
tough being a kettle let me tell you…’ 

• At the end of the programme Gemma 
asks us to think about things that we’d 
like to invent. Create a labelled drawing 
of your own special invention, something 
you’d really like to see. It can be any-
thing at all. After all just a few years ago 
the idea of sending an automatic space-
craft to Mars would have seemed impos-
sible!

• Sofi Collis was the nine year old girl who 
won NASA’s competition to name the 
Mars Rovers. She wrote ‘I used to live 
in an orphanage. It was dark and cold 
and lonely. At night I looked up at the 
sparkly sky and felt better. I dreamed I 
could fly there. Thank you for the Spirit 
and Opportunity’. What do you dream of 
doing? Talk about it as a whole class and 
see if you can all suggest ways to help 
each-other make your dreams a reality.

Suggested links: 

http://marsrover.nasa.gov/home/index.html
 
http://www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/1781/
spirit-on-mars 

The BBC is not responsible for the content 
of external websites.

5: Beatlemania!

Themes: Music and the role it plays in our 
lives. The early days of pop music culture.

Pre-programme questions:
• When do you listen to music?
• Have you been to any live music events?
• What’s your favourite music at the mo-

ment?
• Has the kind of music you like changed 

from when you were younger?
• What do you know about The Beatles? 

Have you listened to any of their music, 
can you name any of their songs and what 
do you think of them?

Focus Image: Members of ‘The Beatles’

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

VOX POPS: we asked listeners what do they 
enjoy listening to.

STORY: Screaming by Tracey Hammett. Read 
by Ben Elliot.

SONG: ‘Got a bit better’ number 11 in All 
About Our School

REFLECTION: Giving thanks for all the differ-
ent types of music that there are in the world.
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Story synopsis: Screaming by Tracey 
Hammett

A grandmother remembers going to a Beatles 
concert as a girl, recalling the excitement, the 
screaming and the music that seemed to be 
speaking directly to her. Her granddaughter is 
going to a concert too and it seems that little 
has changed!

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

Why did the story-teller and her friend think 
The Beatles were so special?
The storyteller says ‘When you listened to 
their songs it felt like they were talking to 
you, not to your parents’. Are there any bands 
or singers that make you feel like that?
‘The moment the Beatles appeared, every-
one went crazy. The screaming was so loud 
that you hardly heard the music.  But it didn’t 
matter somehow.’ Do you think it matters? 
Would you feel cheated if you went to a con-
cert and couldn’t hear the music, or is just 
being there the most important thing?

ACTIVITIES:

• Research The Beatles and find out the fol-
lowing:

• How many UK Number One’s did the band 
have?

• Which was their biggest selling hit in the 
UK?

• How many albums did they record?
• How many films did The Beatles appear in 

together and what were they called (trick 
question – one was a cartoon but the real 
Beatles appeared at the end!)

• Choose a Beatles album and design a new 
cover for it. Remember that when The 
Beatles recorded there were no CDs or 
downloads so an album cover (also called 
an LP or Long Player) was twelve inches 
or about thirty centimetres square: plenty 
of space for a big illustration and writ-
ten information as well. Research Beatle 
and other album covers of the 1960s to 
get ideas but make it your own design, 
bringing it up to date if you want. Can you 
give you album cover an exciting design 
that will make people want to listen to the 
music?

• Choose one of your favourite songs by 
any band or artist and write a review ex-
plaining why it is so good. Try to describe 
how it sounds using words such as lively, 
slow, happy, sad, and thoughtful. Write 
about how it makes you feel when you lis-
ten. Can you write about the different in-
struments used to try to give a complete 
picture of this special music, describing it 
for someone who’s never heard it before?

Suggested links: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-
arts-14184012

http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/i/dates/sto-
ries/february/7/newsid_4185000/4185201.
stm 

http://www.thebeatles.com/ 

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.
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6: Flying Feathers

Themes: The history of the RSPB, caring for 
the environment, exploring and celebrating 
the natural world.

Pre-programme questions:

• If appropriate begin by trying to hear 
bird sounds, perhaps outside, closing 
your eyes and concentrating. How many      
different bird sounds can you hear? How 
many can you identify and name?

• How many different types of bird do you 
know? 

• What does RSPB stand for and what do 
you know about their work?

Focus Image: A Golden Orioles

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

STORY: The Golden Orioles by Jeff Capel. 
Read by Robert Finch and Rebecca Saire.

SONG: ‘All things bright and beautiful’ - 
Come and Praise - Number 3. 

REFLECTION: Thinking about how to protect 
the wildlife around us - What might you do 
to help the birds living in your environment?

Story synopsis: The Golden Orioles by Jeff 
Capel

Mr Hoyle, caretaker at St. Luke’s school is a 
keen bird watcher and is delighted to see a 
pair of rare birds, Golden Orioles, nesting in 
a tree near the playing fields. 

A crowd gathers to see the exceptional sight 
and the children soon get interested, re-
searching the Orioles as well as watching 
them through binoculars. All this interest 
gives Mr Hoyle an idea. An appeal is made 
for cakes to sell to the keen bird-watchers. 
The children get involved and £250 is raised 
towards the cost of the new IT suite. Every-
one is delighted with the whole event and the 
community spirit behind it.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Can you remember the name of the rare 
birds in the story and can you describe 
what they looked like?

• Have you ever spent time looking at an  
animal or something in the natural world? 
It could be a spider in its web or a cat in 
the garden or birds as in the story. Why do 
you think people become so interested in 
the natural world?

• How would you feel if football or some   
other outdoor activity had to be cancelled 
for a pair of rare birds? Would you feel it 
was fair and would you be able to under-
stand why the decision was taken?

ACTIVITIES:

• Research the Oriolus Oriolus also known 
as the Golden Oriole. Can you produce an 
accurate sketch of one?

• Design a poster for the RSPB which will 
encourage people your own age to beome 
interested in the birds around us. Remem-
ber that a poster is usually only looked 
at for a few seconds so it needs to catch 
people’s attention. You’ll need to think of 
a lively illustration and a clear slogan that 
gets your message across in just a few 
words. 
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Unit 3: Spring Festivals

7: Groundhog Day

Themes: Introducing Spring festivals. Fun 
built on old traditions; the opportunity for 
communities to celebrate better times to 
come.

Pre-programme questions:
• Spring is on the way. What do you like 

about this time of year?
• What festivals do you know of that occur in 

springtime? 
• What is a groundhog? Have you heard of 

Groundhog Day in the United States of 
America and do you know anything about 
it?

Focus Image: A Groundhog

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

STORY: Groundhog Day by Karen Pringle. Read 
by DeNica Fairman.

SONG: ‘We Will Grow’ - number 10 in All About 
Our School.

REFLECTION: What does Spring mean to you?
What are the things you most appreciate 
about this new season?

• Can you make your school a bird-friend-
ly space? Discuss your ideas as class, 
thinking about the books you could in-
clude in the library and information you 
could provide for children and parents. 
Could you set up food and watering 
places for birds or even provide a home 
for ducks and chickens in the school 
grounds? You’ll also need to think about 
any dangers such as ponds or attract-
ing foxes. Your local RSPB branch will be 
able to help. 

Suggested links: 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/

http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/
name/g/goldenoriole/index.aspx 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Bird 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/quiz/
newsid_3084000/3084659.stm 

The BBC is not responsible for the content 
of external websites.
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Story synopsis: Groundhog Day by Karen 
Pringle

Josh has moved to America and is missing 
his friends. He has to write about ground-
hogs for his homework and isn’t enjoying it. 
Grammy, his American grandmother tells him 
all about Groundhog Day on 2 February and 
the tradition that if a groundhog emerges 
from hibernation, sticks its head out of its 
burrow and is scared by its shadow it will run 
back in and this means six more weeks of 
winter to come. If it doesn’t cast a shadow 
and so isn’t scared, this means that spring 
is on the way! Josh is starting to get inter-
ested after all when a snowball lands on his 
window and he realises that he does have 
friends in his new country – friends who want 
him to go out and play on Groundhog Day. 

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why was Josh sad and fed-up at the start 
of the story?

• Grammy told him about the connection 
between Groundhog Day and improved 
weather in the spring. What did it mean if 
the groundhog cast a shadow? What did it 
mean if there was no shadow? 

• Grammy could see some sense in the idea 
of a groundhog’s reactions predicting the 
weather. What was her explanation?

• She said that there were similar          
traditions in other countries. What re-
placed the groundhog in the German    
version (hedgehogs), in some other parts 
of Europe (badgers or candles at the   
festival of Candlemass).

ACTIVITIES:

• Write a short story from the point of view 
of a groundhog, hedgehog or badger 
coming out to see what the February 
weather is like. You can choose to have a 
sunny day or a cloudy day. What will your 
animal think when it sees curious humans 
staring at it? You could also create your 
story as a comic strip.

• Groundhog Day is a spring festival and 
this is a time of year when people look 
forward to warmer weather and brighter, 
longer days. Create a class collage cel-
ebrating this time of year based on spring 
words about festivals, new life and bet-
ter weather and illustrate each one in a 
bright and eye-catching style.

• As a class discuss what make a festival 
meaningful for you? It might be to do 
with the time of year, special food, fam-
ily celebrations, gifts, music and games. 
Which festivals do you think are the most 
fun and which make you think?

Suggested links: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Groundhog_Day 

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.
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Story synopsis: Children’s Day by Karen 
Pringle

Takashi is visiting his relatives in Japan for 
the first time. His parents try to interest him 
in the unusual things they see, especially 
as it is Children’s Day, a Japanese festival 
celebrating children, but Takashi is more 
interested in his superhero computer game 
as they speed through the countryside on 
an express train. At his relative’s apartment 
he starts to learn about the special qualities 
that the Japanese people see in carp fish – 
determination to keep going as they swim 
upstream. He thinks this is a bit like the 
heroes of his game and when he sees a 
figure of a Samurai with super powers he 
realises that fantasy superhero characters 
have been around in Japan for a long time.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• What was the festival in the story called 
and who does it celebrate? 

• Takashi saw many Koi-nobori from the 
train and at his cousin’s apartment. What 
are Koi-nobori?

• What did Aunt Hoshi bring out of the 
large black, lacquered box and what did 
Takashi think of it?

• In Japan the carp fish represents 
strength, determination and bravery    
because it swims up stream. What animal 
bird or fish would you choose to repre-
sent you and why?

• In the UK we celebrate Mothers’ Day 
and Fathers’ Day but we don’t have a       
Children’s Day as they do in Japan. Do 
you think we should and if so why?

ACTIVITIES:

• Children’s Day is celebrated in many dif-
ferent countries at different times of the 
year. In Japan Girls Day is in March and 
Boys day in May but the two are often 
now combined into one event in May. 
What can you find out about Children’s 
Days around the world?

8: Children’s Day

Themes: Japanese festivals particularly those 
celebrating children. Taking old festivals and 
making them our own by relating to life to-
day.

Pre-programme questions:

• What do you know about Japan? Have you 
heard of Shinkansen, very fast trains also 
known as ‘Bullet Trains’? 

• Have you heard of Ainime – anima-
tions and comic book characters famous 
throughout the world? Do you know of any 
anime characters?

• What is a Samuri?  

Focus Image: Koi nobori
by yeowatzup / flickr

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

STORY: Children’s Day by Karen Pringle. Read 
by Rebecca Saire.

SONG: ‘Chain of Love’ - number 14 in All 
About Our School.

REFLECTION: On Children’s Days throughout 
the world we think about and pray for chil-
dren who are less fortunate than ourselves.
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• Write a letter to a newspaper or your 
Member of Parliament proposing an an-
nual Children’s Day celebration. Set out 
your reasons for wanting one and give 
some suggestions for how the day might be 
celebrated. Should it include the giving of 
cards and/or gifts? Might it include things 
to make like the Koi-nobori and special 
food like the rice cakes in the story? Should 
there be a day off school? Perhaps it might 
include things that children do for the ben-
efit of everyone; perhaps it should become 
an event where money is raised for chari-
ties. You might like to enter Parliament’s 
Lights Camera Parliament competition with 
a plan for a film proposing Children’s Day 
as a new law – but hurry as the completion 
closes on February 14th! 

• Make your own Koi-nobori. Use thin cloth 
or paper or tissue paper. Make a simple 
fish shape with an open mouth and tail, 
in two halves then glue together. You can 
add strips of material or paper to the tail. 
Decorate your fish in any way that you like. 
Firmly fix a loop of string to the mouth end 
so that you can hang your Koi-nobori out-
side to see it ‘come’ alive in the wind! 

• In the story Aunt Hoshi showed Takashi a 
warrior figure, called a Gogatsu-ningy. This 
was a powerful Samurai, dressed in leather, 
with gold with metal plates sewn together 
to form armour.  He had a sword and a bow 
with a set of arrows. Draw your own Samu-
rai action figure in the anime style – a sim-
ple cartoon figure with clear features and a 
strong expression. Aunt Hoshi’s figure was 
of the great samurai warrior Sakata Kintoki 
– a mythical character with super-strength. 
Give your figure his own super-powers and 
add labels to your anime pointing out his 
powers and equipment.

Suggested links: 

http://gojapan.about.com/cs/
japanesefestivals/a/japanesegirlday.htm 

http://kids.asiasociety.org/explore/childrens-
day-japan-kodomo-no-hi 

9: Mothering Sunday

Themes: Celebrating mothers, families and 
friends; shared celebrations around food 
and gifts.

Pre-programme questions:

• Mother’s day or Mothering Sunday has 
just passed. How did you celebrate this 
special day?

• Why do we celebrate Mothering Sunday?  
What do you know about the history of 
this day and how it came to be part of 
the calendar?

• What family occasions do you look for-
ward to and why?

Focus Image: Basket of Flowers

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

VOX POPS: Listeners tell us what they do 
for their Mum’s on Mother’s Day

STORY: A Mother’s Day to Remember by 
Rebecca Saire. Read by Claire Morgan.

SONG: ‘All Together as a Family’ - number 
15 in All About Our School.

REFLECTION: Thinking abour our Mothers 
and why we are grateful for them
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• Working in small groups create a short 
drama scene called ‘The Day it all went 
wrong’ about a special celebration that 
doesn’t work out as planned. You’ll need 
to decide what the celebration is, who 
knows about it and who doesn’t, and all 
the things that go wrong. How will the 
people in your scene react? Different peo-
ple might react differently with, for ex-
ample, someone finding it funny with this 
annoying someone else. Think of a good 
strong end to your scene. Will everyone 
end up seeing the funny side or will some 
people be unhappy and grumpy at the 
end?

• Plan your ideal menu for a celebration 
meal for a family or group of friends. 
Can you create a delicious meal that’s 
healthy to eat and will help everyone to 
celebrate?

Suggested links: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/
christianity/holydays/motheringsunday_1.
shtml 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/occasions/moth-
ers_day 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/collections/moth-
ers_day_cakes 

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.

School Radio  © BBC 2013www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

Story synopsis: A Mother’s Day to 
remember by Rebecca Saire

Sophie, Ben and their dad have arranged a 
special Mother’s Day surprise involving a trip 
to a café for coffee and cake, a delivery of 
flowers and a special lunch already prepared 
and waiting in the kitchen. Then things start 
to go wrong. There is a huge traffic jam so 
they have to miss out on the café. They get 
home late so they miss the flower delivery. 
Dad has forgotten his house keys so they 
can’t get in and he hurts his ankle trying to 
climb in through a window. Then Ben discov-
ers that they can get in because he left the 
back door unlocked after he let the dog in. In 
the kitchen they find the dog has eaten the 
lunch! Despite it all they have a laugh and 
agree that it has been a Mother’s Day that 
they’ll never forget! 
 
After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Can you remember all the things that went 
wrong one after another for Sophie, Ben, 
mum and dad? 

• Do you agree with mum that although 
so much went wrong with the surprise, it 
didn’t really matter?

• Have you ever been in a situation where 
careful plans have gone so wrong? Were 
you able to laugh about it like the family in 
the story?

ACTIVITIES:

• Find out all you can about Mothering 
Sunday: how and when it began, the old 
traditions and how it is celebrated today. 
Present your findings in a magazine-type 
article with a catchy headline and a clear 
layout including illustrations if you can. 
Look at a selection of magazines to get 
inspiration for the look and style of your 
article. You could work in small groups as 
editorial teams to put your Mothering Sun-
day page(s) together.

16



School Radio  © BBC 2013www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

10: Palm Sunday

Image: Jesus entering Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday

Themes: Humility and personal qualities we 
admire in famous people.

Pre-programme questions:
• Have you heard of Palm Sunday? Do you 

know what event this day recalls and 
why it is called Palm Sunday?

• At the time of Jesus the city of Jerusa-
lem was occupied, ruled over by a for-
eign power. Do you know who it was and 
do you know the name of the King at 
that time?

• What does the word ‘humility’ mean and 
can you give any examples of people 
behaving in a humble way?

Focus Image: 

Click on image to display a larger version

Programme content:

STORY: Is This Your King? by Tracey 
Hammett. Read by Ben Elliot.

SONG: ‘Praise Him’. Number 40 in Come 
and Praise.

REFLECTION: Thinking about Palm Sunday 
and what it means to you.

Story synopsis: Is This Your King? by Tracey 
Hammett

Tiberius Aurelias is one of King Herod’s 
soldiers and is on crowd-control duty 
during the Passover festival. He has heard 
about Jesus and is expecting a king to arrive 
to challenge the Romans. When Jesus enters 
Jerusalem on a donkey Tiberius Aurelias is in-
credulous at first but soon realises that it is an 
amazing thing to see such a peaceful, humble 
king and to witness the love that the crowd 
has for him. He throws off his armour to be-
come a follower of Jesus.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why were so many people gathered in Je-
rusalem? Which Jewish festival had brought 
them there?

• What was Tiberius Aurelias’s job and why 
do you think he gave it up?

• How did Tiberius Aurelias expect Jesus to 
behave and why did he say ‘Is this your 
King?’ as if the idea was foolish?

ACTIVITIES:

• Discuss further the idea of humility and 
complete this sentence for yourself, ‘I could 
be more humble about…’ Do you think it is 
possible to be too humble and is this the 
same as not being positive about yourself 
and the things that you do?

• Jesus became one of the most famous 
people who ever lived and many of his say-
ings and teachings are valued by people all 
over the world. Which famous people living 
today do you admire and respect, and why? 
What qualities do they have that you think 
are important? These might be things like 
helpfulness, kindness and consideration of 
others as well as any talents or achieve-
ments that have made them well known. 
Write a short paragraph headed ‘Why I 
admire…’
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• Create a graph or chart showing the fa-
mous people admired by members of your 
class. Choose the best way to present 
your findings: a tally chart, a bar char, a 
pie chart, a pictogram or some other way 
of showing the results, making them easy 
to understand. What does your chart tell 
you? Can you find out which are the most 
popular and least popular choices? Does 
your chart clearly show the number of 
class members who have chosen each fa-
mous person, and can you easily compare 
one with another (ratio) and each choice 
against all the other choices put together 
(proportion)?

Suggested links: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-
riddle-of-palm-sunday/290.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/maths/
data/interpreting_data/play/

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.
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