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CDs: These programmes are available to order 
(for UK schools only) on pre-recorded CDs from:

BBC Schools’ Broadcast Recordings
Tel: 0370 977 2727 Monday to Friday 0800 to 
1800

Or visit the Order CD page of the BBC School 
Radio website:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/ordercd/

Downloads/Podcasts: These programmes are 
available as downloads or podcasts for 30 days 
following transmission. Further information at 
the Podcasts page of the website:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/podcasts/

Audio on demand: These programmes are 
also available as audio on demand for 7 days 
following transmission from the BBC iplayer.

Refer to the transmission dates below to fi nd out 
when programmes are available as podcasts and 
audio on demand.

Together on bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

These Teacher’s Notes are primarily intended for 
print. The content - with additional features - 
can also be found on the Together pages of the 
School Radio website.

The website pages include details of all 
programmes for the coming year as well as 
online versions of focus images, which can 
be displayed on your IWB or computer while 
listening. Go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g64pp

© This publication contains only BBC copyright material: its 
contents may be copied or reproduced for use in schools and 
colleges without further permission.
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Introduction
Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of material 
from a wide range of cultural and religious sources, 
including Christianity, contributes to the pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

What is the value of using Together?

 It is a ready-made resource for Collective 
Worship that can help your school to fulfi ll 
the statutory requirement for a daily act of 
Collective Worship; material is of a ‘broadly 
Christian character’, refl ecting the ‘broad 
traditions of Christian belief’.

 It encourages individual and community 
responses, from a sense of celebration to 
thoughtful refl ection.

 The programmes encourage pupils to 
think about issues and to share their 
experiences.

 It includes the voices of junior age pupils 
speaking for themselves.

 It can be used with large or small groups 
of pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and 
teachers from a range of backgrounds to participate 
in the programmes. A mixture of songs, refl ections 
and prayers allow pupils to respond to what they 
have heard in their own way.

Using the programmes and these Teacher’s 
Notes:

Programmes are available to order (for UK schools 
and other academic institutions only) on CD. 
Further information is available at this page of the 
School Radio website:

HTUwww.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/ordercd/

Programmes are also available as downloads or 
podcasts for 30 days following transmission. This 
means that you can download each programme 
(for free) as an mp3 fi le, for playback either from 
a computer or from an mp3 player, such as an 
iPod.

If you subscribe to the series your computer will 
automatically search for each new episode when 
you connect to the internet, ensuring that you 
never miss a programme.

The podcast service is a perfectly suitable 
alternative to acquiring the programmes on pre-
recorded CDs, provided you are happy not to use 
a CD player for playback. More information here:

HTUwww.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/podcasts/ UT

Programmes are also available as audio on 
demand. The audio on demand is a reliable 
service – especially on broadband - that allows 
you to listen to the programme ‘streamed’ over 
the internet via the BBC iplayer.

However, we would recommend that you download 
each programme using the podcast service, 
rather than use the audio on demand service. 
Downloading the programme is the most reliable 
means of acquiring the programmes for playback.

Focus images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided 
by the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these notes 
we have provided focus images which you  can 
display be clicking on the link underneath each 
picture.

The images come direct from the BBC and appear 
as individual photographs without any additional 
page information - so you do not need to worry 
about displaying any distracting or unsuitable 
information.

We assume that many teachers will continue to 
wish to provide their own focus objects and the 
suggestions for images we’ve provided are often a 
good starting point when considering what objects 
to collect.

We hope in this way to provide a resource that has 
all the benefi ts (and more!) of the hard-copy focus 
pictures provided in Teacher’s Notes booklets.
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Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:
 a story or short drama
 one song from either the Come and Praise 

song books or our collection called All about 
our school

 voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged 
children

 refl ection and/or an opportunity for prayer

Preparation for using the programmes:
 Create a sense of occasion and exploration 

by setting up a focus picture (either using 
the online resources included here or your 
own ideas) for pupils to think about during 
the programme. This will enhance their 
listening and concentration and provide 
further talking points.

 Consider ways to make the use of the focus 
image more effective – e.g. by projecting 
it or by displaying it on an interactive 
whiteboard.

 Shut out distractions by closing the curtains 
or dimming the lights.

 Think about the seating arrangements (e.g. 
would a semi-circle or circle arrangement 
foster greater engagement).

During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:
 Pause the programme to discuss the issues 

when you wish or when there is a ‘Time to 
Talk’ pause in the programme.

 Pause the programme before the songs to 
consider their content

 Pause the programme after the refl ection 
and / or prayer to allow pupils to add their 
own thoughts

 Replay sections of the programme to allow 
pupils to gain familiarity with the material

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are Come 
and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All about 
our school. These song books contain a wealth of 
songs for use in assemblies. They’ve also been 
compiled to respond to the requirements of the 
1988 Education Reform Act, so the emphasis is on 
being broadly, but not exclusively, Christian.

The song books are also accompanied by:
 Come and Praise instrumental books. 

These contain the melody line, two melodic 
parts and a bass part. There are also guitar 
chords and suggestions for percussion.

 CD. There is a double CD available for each 
collection. They may be used to provide 
enjoyable listening or accompaniment for 
assemblies where no pianist is available.

For copyright reasons we are not able to provide 
these resources in these notes or elsewhere on the 
School Radio website. However, they are available 
from BBC Active.

Podcasts:

These programmes are available to download for 
30 days following transmission or subscribe to as 
a podcast. This means that you can download each 
programme (for free) as an mp3 fi le, for playback 
either from a computer or from an mp3 player, 
such as an iPod. 

If you subscribe to the series your computer will 
automatically search for each new episode when 
you connect to the internet, ensuring that you 
never miss a programme. It is a perfectly suitable 
alternative to acquiring the programme on pre-
recorded CDs, provided you are happy not to use 
a CD player for playback. More information at the 
Podcast page of the School Radio website:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/podcasts/

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to 
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems 
from the children are particularly welcome.

Please use the Contact us link from the website:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/contactusform/
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Unit 1: Speak up!

U1: Human rights, human wrongs

Themes:  Human rights; refugees; the work of 
UNICEF

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS IMAGE:

Children taking lessons in a refugee camp

To display a large version as a focus image click 
on this link:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/tog_spr11_01.jpg

Programme content:

STORY: Farid’s story by Rob John

INTERVIEW:  a representative from UNICEF talks 
about the work of the charity

REFLECTION: … on thinking about the rights 
that we enjoy and being prepared to protect our 
rights and the rights of others.

SONG: Come & Praise 1, no 65 – ‘When I needed 
a neighbour’ (verses 1 and 2)

Pre-programme questions:

• What is it like when you go to a new place 
for the fi rst time – especially if you’re going 
to live there rather than just visit? What kind 
of feelings do you have and what sort of 
questions go through your mind?

• Has anyone moved to a new school on their 
own (not with a group of classmates)? What 
did you fi nd diffi cult? How easy did you fi nd 
it to fi t in and get used to the new school and 
new people?

• What is meant by ‘human rights’? Can you 
name anything that you consider to be a 
‘right’ – something everyone should have?

Story synopsis: Farid’s story by Rob John

After only fi ve days in England, eight-year-old 
Farid begins school. He’s very scared as he can’t 
speak English and at fi rst everything is very 
strange. However, as time goes by, he learns 
more and more English words, and begins to 
make friends.

One day he discovers an old chess set in the 
school hall and it reminds him of the time when 
he used to play with his father. Initially he feels 
sad, as he doesn’t know if he’ll see his father 
again, but then his teacher sits down to play with 
him and he concentrates hard and manages to 
beat her.

In his fi rst year in England three important things 
happen to Farid which make him very happy and 
help him to settle in to his new life.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why was Farid scared of going to school?
• How did Farid learn to speak English?
• Why did Mrs Nelson ask Farid to read from a 

book in his own language?
• Why was Farid upset when he found the 

chess set?
• How did chess help Farid to feel less of an 

outsider?
• What three things happened in Farid’s fi rst 

year in England that he would remember for 
ever?
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ACTIVITIES:

• Write Farid’s diary for his fi rst day at his new 
school. What does he think about all the 
things that have happened to him? What does 
he write about: meeting Mrs Nelson and the 
children in his class, learning to read and 
speak English, playing football and seeing the 
boys playing at shooting? What does he write 
about playing chess with Mrs Nelson and his 
thoughts and feelings about his dad? 

• Create a poster with the heading: Farid’s big 
three! It should show images of the three big 
things that happened to Farid: 1) winning the 
chess tournament; 2) being Thanh’s buddy; 
3) getting the good news about his dad. The 
poster can use words and pictures to show 
what happens and how Farid is feeling.

• Hold a class discussion about ‘human rights’. 
Which do you think are the most important 
rights that children all over the world should 
have? Do children have a right to food, water, 
shelter? What about education or not having 
to work? Do children have the right to play? 
Do children have rights in school? 

Weblinks:

Unicef:
www.unicef.org.uk/

Guide to human rights:
www.yourrights.org.uk/yourrights/the-human-rights-act/index.html

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.

2: School councils

Themes:  involvement of pupils in decision-
making at school; work of school councils and 
school councillors; expressing your views and 
representing others

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS IMAGE:

A group of pupils working hard at school

To display a large version as a focus image click 
on this link:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/tog_spr11_02.jpg

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school, no 9 – ‘Our school’ 
(verses 1 and 2) 

STORY: Five minutes’ peace by Tracey Hammett

FEATURE: Pupils from Mayfl ower Primary School 
in Tower Hamlets, London, talk about their school 
council  

REFLECTION: … on school councils and the 
importance of listening to other people’s opinions 
and working together.
 
Pre-programme questions:

• What is a school council? Do you have one at 
your school? What does it do?

• What kind of issues might a school council 
deal with?
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• Is there anything in your school that you 
think a school council could help with?

Story synopsis:  Five minutes’ peace by Tracey 
Hammett

Lunchtimes at school were stressful for pupils 
and dinner ladies alike. With 340 children 
squeezing into the hall for lunch, it was very 
noisy and crowded and some children complained 
that they didn’t have enough time to eat their 
lunch.

Miss Morgan, one of the teachers, suggested 
that the children should ask their school council 
representatives to raise the problem at the next 
School Council Meeting. At the meeting it was 
proposed that an area next to the playground 
could be adapted as a picnic area and the school 
council representatives took the idea to the Head 
Teacher.

He agreed to their proposal, but the pupils 
had to take an active part in the planning and 
organisation - and even had to raise some of the 
money too. Finally the work was fi nished and 
the new picnic area relieved the overcrowding in 
the school hall and provided a calm place to eat 
lunch and have fi ve minutes peace. 

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why did Miss Morgan say it was important to 
talk to the school council representatives?

• How did the children let the representatives 
know how they felt?

• How did the members of the council arrive at 
the idea of creating a picnic area?

• How did the pupils get involved in the plans 
for the picnic area?

• Who do you think should take the credit for 
the success of the project?

ACTIVITIES:

• Imagine that you could design a special room 
just for the school council to meet in. Draw 
a plan showing all the important features of 
the room. You might include: 1) a meeting 
table – what shape would it be and where 
would you place it; 2) multi-media equipment 
for showing videos of places in the school 
that are under discussion, reporting on 
the views of pupils and for looking at what 
other schools have achieved; 3) a TV or 
Radio studio for making podcasts so that the 
Council can report back; 4) a kitchen area for 
drinks during meetings. Can you also show 
the colour scheme of the room to give a good 
idea of what it would look like and how it 
would help the meetings to go well?

• In the story Ella and Aaron used the 
suggestion box to get feedback from the 
whole school. Can you devise a questionnaire 
to fi nd out what are the most important 
issues in your school at the moment? You 
might have different categories such as: 
buildings; clubs, teams and activities; 
equipment. You’ll need to decide whether you 
will ask the questions and write down replies, 
or whether pupils will fi ll in their own copy of 
the questionnaire. You’ll also need to think 
about having written answers, boxes to tick 
or a combination of both.

• Design a logo for a school council. A logo 
needs to be clear and instantly recognisable 
and give some idea of what the organisation 
is for, so you’ll need to think carefully about 
words such as: sharing; helping; decision- 
making; discussion; democracy; rights; 
responsibilities

Weblinks:

Advice on setting up a school council:

www.schoolcouncils.org

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.
 



School Radio  © BBC 2010www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

8

Together - Spring 2011 www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g64pp

Our school

1. In our school 
We work together, 
Yes, in our school 

We try to help each other 
Make our school 

A happy place to be. 

2. In our school 
We think of others, 
Yes, in our school 

We try to help each other 
Make our school 

A happy place to be. 
 

3. In our school 
We make good friends, 

Yes, in our school 
We try to help each other 

Make our school 
A happy place to be. 

4. In our school 
We work together, 
Yes, in our school 

We try to help each other 
Make our school 

A happy place to be. 
In our school 

A happy place to be. 

© Kate Walker
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Unit 2: Relationships 

3: Me and my family

Themes:  family trees and fi nding out about 
your ancestors; the National Archive at Kew in 
south-west London

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS IMAGE:

Why do we call it a family ‘tree’?

To display a large version as a focus image click 
on this link:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/tog_spr11_03.jpg

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 2, no 103 – ‘I am planting 
my feet’ (verse 1)

STORY: Me and my family by Deborah Nash

INTERVIEW: with Audrey Collins from the 
National Archive in Kew, London, about tracing 
your family tree

REFLECTION: … on fi nding out about your 
ancestors and learning more about yourself from 
your family connections. 

Pre-programme questions:

• What is a family tree?
• How many relatives can you name and do 

you know what relation they are to you – 
aunt, uncle, cousin, grandmother, great 
grandfather etc.

• Do you know anyone famous or from history 
with the same surname as you – do you think 
you could be related?

• Do you think it is interesting and important 
to fi nd out about your ancestors (the people 
before you in your family’s history)?

Story synopsis: Me and my family by Deborah 
Nash

Sky’s homework is to trace his family tree, 
following his dad’s line back as far as he can.  
However, Sky has never known his father, who 
was Chinese, had lived in China and had died 
when Sky was a baby.

Sky lives with his English mum in London and 
she explains to him how she’d met his father 
while she was teaching in China. She was living 
in a village where the famous philosopher, 
Confucius, is buried and the guide, Kong, who 
showed her the tomb was descended from the 
philosopher. She and Kong fell in love and were 
married.

Sky’s mum tells him more about Confucius, 
who lived 2,500 years ago; how he had royal 
connections, but his father died when he was 3 
years old and the family became very poor. But 
also how Confucius worked hard and became 
an important and inspirational teacher. Sky is 
intrigued by the thought that, with a family tree 
stretching back for 83 generations, he must have 
lots of cousins and aunts and uncles. He realises 
that, as a member of such a large family, he 
need never feel alone again.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why didn’t Sky want to do the homework on 
his family tree?

• How did Sky’s mum meet his father?
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• Who was Sky’s Chinese ancestor, and why 
was he famous?

• What comparison did Sky make between 
himself and Confucius?

• What did Sky think was the best thing about 
his family tree?

ACTIVITIES:

• Draw your own family tree showing as many 
connections as you can and going back as far 
as you can.

• Look at the online story:
• www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/philosophy/confucius2.htm 

It’s about Confucius giving different answers 
to the same question when asked by different 
people. Which answer would suit you best – 
to do things right away, or to ask someone 
with more experience fi rst? What point was 
Confucius making and can you put it into your 
own words in a simple clear sentence?

• Who do you think of as a wise person? 
Perhaps someone in your family or someone 
you’ve read about or seen on TV, or perhaps 
someone from history. Write a short 
paragraph headed My Wise Hero. Say why 
you consider this person to be wise – give an 
example if you can.

Weblinks:

Ancestry and tracing your family tree:

www.bbc.co.uk/familyhistory/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_tree

Confucius:

www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/philosophy/confucius2.htm

http://ancienthistory.mrdonn.org/Confucius.html

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.

 

4: Me and my new baby sister or brother

Themes:  family relationships; adjusting to 
change

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS IMAGE:

A new baby sister

To display a large version as a focus image click 
on this link:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/tog_spr11_04.jpg

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school, no 10 – ‘We will 
grow’ (whole song)

VOX POPS:  children talk about adjusting to 
having a new baby brother or sister

STORY: The business with the baby by Rob John

REFLECTION: … on having a baby brother or 
sister, thinking about the changes this might 
cause to family life and the different feelings and 
emotions you might experience.

Pre-programme questions:

• What is a family – is it just the people who 
share a home or is it bigger?

• Where are you in your family birth order? Are 
you the only child or do you have siblings, 
meaning brothers or sisters? Are you the fi rst 
born, the last born or in the middle?
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• There’s an old saying that you can choose 
your friends but you can’t choose your family. 
In a family people of different ages have to 
get along together. What problems can this 
cause?

• What are the good things about living in a 
family?

Story synopsis: The business with the baby by 
Rob John

Jamie thinks back to the time, four years ago, 
when his parents broke the news to him that he 
was going to have a baby brother or sister. As an 
8-year-old only child, he’d grown used to having 
his parents to himself and received the exciting 
news without much enthusiasm.

When his sister, Katie, was born, Jamie’s Nan 
warned him that things at home would be 
different, but Jamie didn’t realise how different!  
He was totally unprepared for the way his 
parents and Nan were completely absorbed by 
looking after the baby and began to feel left out 
and to wish that something would happen to her.  

When Katie was suddenly taken ill and rushed 
to hospital, Jamie was overcome with guilt at 
his feelings of selfi shness and thought it was his 
fault for thinking bad thoughts about her. Jamie 
insisted on visiting her in hospital and made a 
vow to himself that things would be different 
from now on and he would be a good brother 
to Katie. Four years later Jamie has kept his 
promise to himself and feels proud to hear his 
mother telling Katie how lucky she is to have a 
brother like him.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why was Jamie not excited about the news 
that he was going to have a baby sister?

• How did Jamie feel after Katie was born?
• Why did he feel guilty after Katie was rushed 

to hospital?
• What decision did he make when he visited 

her in hospital?
• How does Jamie feel about Katie now?
• What did his Mum say to make him feel good 

about himself?

ACTIVITIES:

• Before his sister was ill, Jamie said, ‘New 
babies are rubbish’. Act out a conversation 
between Jamie and a school friend where the 
friend asks how the new baby is and Jamie 
explains all about the problems he’s having!

• Write a ‘Guide to being an older brother or 
sister’ which will help to prepare children for 
the arrival of a baby in the home! Drawing 
on your own experience and Jamie’s give as 
much helpful advice as you can. You might 
consider headings such as: Noise; Smells; 
Parent(s) ignoring you; People going all yucky 
over the baby…and so on. You could produce 
your guide as a poster or as a ‘Handy cut out 
and keep’ guide in a magazine.

• When Jamie is 14, his sister Katie will be 6. 
What do you think she will think of him! Write 
a poem called ‘My Big Brother’ in which Katie 
gives her view of Jamie. And/or write a poem 
called ‘My little sister’ where 14 year old 
Jamie gives his view of his 6 year old sister. 
You could write your poem as an acrostic 
where each line begins with a letter from 
‘Sister’ or ‘Brother’, such as:

      Best not to be around when he’s in a mood,
      Reading his book
      Or being rude…
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We will grow

We will grow
And share with each other,

We will show
That we care for one another,

‘Cos we know
We are sisters and brothers in the eyes of God above.

We are growing together in love.

1. Some things grow very quickly,
Sometimes they’re very slow.

Sometimes you can see
What they’re going to be,

Sometimes you just don’t know.

We will grow
And share with each other,

We will show
That we care for one another,

‘Cos we know
We are sisters and brothers in the eyes of God above.

We are growing together in love.

2. Sometimes it seems like magic
That happens every day.
But it’s all been planned,
Made by God’s own hand,

‘Cos creation it works that way.

We will grow
And share with each other,

We will show
That we care for one another,

‘Cos we know
We are sisters and brothers in the eyes of God above.

We are growing together in love.
We are growing together in love.
We are growing together in love.

© Paul Field
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5: Me and my penfriend

Themes: friendship; keeping in touch across the 
miles; penfriends 

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS IMAGE:

Writing to a pen friend on the computer

To display a large version as a focus image click 
on this link:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/tog_spr11_05.jpg

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school, no 14 – ‘Chain of 
Love’ (whole song)

VOX POPS:  children from Belmont Primary 
School in London talk about being twinned with a 
school in India and how they communicate with 
the pupils there

STORY: From Africa with love by Kate Stonham

REFLECTION: … on why it’s good to keep in 
touch with friends or relatives in different parts 
of the country or world and what we gain by 
maintaining contact.

Pre-programme questions:

• Do you have any friends that you’ve never 
met face to face? These might be friends on 
social networking websites or penfriends that 
you contact by email or letter. How is this 
type of friendship different to having friends 
that you meet at school or where you live? 
Are there any dangers to be aware of in this 
type of friendship?

• Have you ever had a close friend who has 
moved away so that you can no longer see 
them? Do you stay in touch? How has the 
friendship changed now that you’re no longer 
living near each other?

• What should you do if you are being bullied 
at school or if you see someone else being 
bullied?

Story synopsis: From Africa with love by Kate 
Stonham

Rachel is having trouble settling back in to life 
in England after living in Africa and she emails 
her friend, Mosi, in the village where she and 
her family used to live. She confi des that she is 
being bullied at school and doesn’t know how to 
deal with it. Mosi has problems of his own in the 
village as he has to combine his school studies 
with looking after the crops and when there is a 
risk that the school may need to close, he emails 
Rachel about his solution to the problem and 
asks her what she thinks.

Rachel and Mosi advise and support each 
other even though they’re far apart and Rachel 
fi nds the courage to tell her parents about the 
bullying...and Mosi succeeds with his plan to 
prevent the village school from closing. And 
Rachel also suggests a way in which each of their 
schools can benefi t from their friendship too.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• How do Mosi and Rachel know each other?
• How do they keep in touch?
• Both Mosi and Rachel have problems 

connected to school. Can you describe what 
they are?

• What advice do they give each other?



School Radio  © BBC 2010www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

14

Together - Spring 2011 www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g64pp

• How do they each resolve their problems?
• How does Rachel think their two schools can 

help each other?

ACTIVITIES:

• Mosi and Rachel’s story is told through a 
series of emails. Write your own story using 
only emails between two people. It can be 
about anything at all. They might be school 
friends who are separated or perhaps they 
are going to meet up after not seeing each 
other for several years. Can you convey the 
different characters of the two people by the 
things they write and the way that they write 
them?

• Think about Rachel’s solution to being bullied 
at school. Working in pairs act out a scene 
in which one person is being bullied and the 
other is a friend who helps them to decide 
what to do about it.

• Mosi becomes a teacher in his school, 
teaching the younger children. Write two 
short paragraphs giving his thoughts. 
Paragraph one is just before he teaches for 
the fi rst time and paragraph two is just after. 
What do you think he will be feeling in each 
case and can you fi nd just the right words to 
express his thoughts?

Weblinks:

School twinning:

www.bbc.co.uk/worldclass/twinning.shtml
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Chain of love 

1. For the children of tomorrow 
We’ve got to make it a better place, 
Fill the world with love and laughter, 

Make a fresh start for the human race. 
Chain of love, chain of love, 

Circle the world with a chain of love, 
Chain of love, chain of love, 

Circle the world with a chain of love. 
 

2. No more war and no more hunger 
No more jealousy and hate, 

Say goodbye to greed and sadness, 
Make a change now or it’ll be too late. 

Chain of love, chain of love, 
Circle the world with a chain of love, 

Chain of love, chain of love, 
Circle the world with a chain of love. 

[Middle eight]
 

Circle the world, circle the world, 
Circle the world, circle the world. 

3. Doesn’t matter where you come from 
Doesn’t matter where you’ve been, 
Different race or creed or colour, 

We are the same underneath our skin. 
Chain of love, chain of love, 

Circle the world with a chain of love, 
Chain of love, chain of love, 

Circle the world with a chain of love. 

© Soo Beer
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Unit 3: Join the club
6: Making a splash

Themes:  taking part in new activities; 
swimming; learning from others

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS IMAGE:

Making a splash in the pool

To display a large version as a focus picture click 
on this link:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/tog_spr11_06.jpg

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 2, no 87– ‘Give us hope, 
Lord’ (verses 1, 2 and 3)

INTERVIEW: with 12-year-old Ella Batchelor, who 
invented a new swimming stroke

STORY: Jenny and Ginnie and the big swap, part 
1 by Gordon Lamont

REFLECTION: … on getting involved in different 
activities, thinking about trying something new, 
and appreciating our own talents and those of 
others.

Pre-programme questions:

• What are your interests? Do you belong to 
any clubs or groups? What do you like about 
them?

• Do you like swimming? How many different 
swimming strokes do you know about? How 
many are you good at?

• Is there someone you look up to, someone 
from whom you think you have learned a lot? 
Why do you admire them?

Story synopsis:  Jenny and Ginnie and the big 
swap, part 1 by Gordon Lamont

Jenny and Ginnie are identical twins.  Well, they 
look identical, but they have different interests.  
Jenny is a keen and talented swimmer, while 
Ginnie is interested in drama.  When Mum 
suggests they each fi nd out what the other likes, 
they hatch a plan to take each other’s place 
at Swimming Club and Drama Club.  However, 
they fi nd that pretending to be each other has 
its drawbacks.  Ginnie, pretending to be Jenny 
at Swimming Club, is faced with the prospect 
of performing in front of a talent scout from 
the National Swimming Team, when she can 
actually barely swim.  And Jenny, pretending to 
be Ginnie at Drama Club, is horrifi ed to learn 
that a producer from the BBC is auditioning for a 
girl to take part in a CBBC series – and Ginnie is 
considered to be perfect for the role!  Each of the 
twins is worried about ruining the other’s chance 
of success and wondering how to put things 
right…

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• Why did Jenny and Ginnie decide to swap 
places at Swimming Club and Drama Club?

• What was the main obstacle to Ginnie’s plan 
to take Jenny’s place at Swimming Club?

• What happened to make Ginnie think she’d 
ruined things for Jenny?

• What announcement did Mr Evans make to 
the Drama Club?

• Why did Jenny think that she had ruined 
Ginnie’s big chance?

ACTIVITIES:

• Choose a club or team that you like and 
design a recruiting poster showing all the 
good things about it and encouraging people 
to join.
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7: Treading the boards

Themes:  Hobbies and activities; drama/acting; 
belonging to a club

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS IMAGE:

Jenny’s predicament - tragedy or comedy?

To display a large version as a focus picture click 
on this link:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/tog_spr11_07.jpg

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 2, no 106 – ‘It’s a new 
day’ (verses 1, 2 and 3)

VOX POPS:  children talk about why they think 
it’s a good idea to belong to a club or society

FEATURE: Year 6 at Belmont Primary School in 
London talk about a musical production they’re 
staging

STORY: Jenny and Ginnie and the big swap, part 
2 by Gordon Lamont

REFLECTION: … on getting involved in clubs and 
societies, learning new skills and trying your best 
to achieve new goals

• Write your own story about two people who 
swap identities. There’s a famous story called 
The prince and the pauper about a Prince who 
swaps places with a poor person. You can fi nd 
out about it here:

     http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Prince_and_the_Pauper                    
     You could use this as the basis for your story                                                                                           
     or write about a school identity swap.
• In the school hall or outside, arrange the 

class into different groups of people who 
share characteristics in common. You 
might for example call for all children with 
birthdays in the same month to get together, 
then everyone with the same hair colour, 
all the boys, all the girls and so on. If you 
do this quickly it can turn into a fast paced 
game. Then you can add things like: stand 
in a line from the youngest to the oldest, 
in alphabetical order of fi rst name, then of 
surname, birthday date throughout the year… 
and so on.

Weblinks:

Hobbies:

http://botw.org.uk/Kids_and_Teens/Hobbies_and_Sports/

Swimming:

www.bbc.co.uk/thrillseeker/swimming/

CBBC newsround report on the Dolphinella:

news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_8260000/newsid_8269900/8269909.stm

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.
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Pre-programme questions:

• Have you ever been in a school play or 
musical presentation? Or perhaps you’ve 
been involved in a show put on by another 
group or club? Do you like acting and/or 
singing to an audience? Maybe you prefer 
working backstage helping with the show but 
not performing.

• Have you been to any live theatre or musical 
performances? Talk about something you’ve 
seen that you enjoyed and say why.

• Think back to last week’s story which ended 
on a cliffhanger (an uncertain and exciting 
end), in fact two cliffhangers! Can you 
remember what happened and what do you 
think will happen next?

Story synopsis: Jenny and Ginnie and the big 
swap, part 2 by Gordon Lamont

In the second part of the story, Jenny and Ginnie 
have swapped identities, but things are not going 
well. Ginnie, pretending to be Jenny at Swimming 
Club, thinks a National Swimming Team coach 
has come to talent spot...and as she can’t swim 
she’s worried about ruining Jenny’s chances of 
swimming glory. Jenny, meanwhile, has run out 
of the Drama Club in tears, after being told that 
a producer from CBBC had come to conduct an 
audition, in which Ginnie would probably have 
excelled.

Both sisters regret trying to take each other’s 
place and realise that although they may look 
the same, they have different personalities and 
talents. However, everything turns out well and 
they even agree to share each other’s hobbies in 
future.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• What happened to Ginnie and Jenny at 
Swimming Club and Drama Club to make 
them realise that swapping identities was not 
as straightforward as they’d thought?

• How did Jenny and Ginnie feel about the 
dilemmas in which they found themselves?

• How were each of the problems resolved?

• What was the unexpected outcome from 
Jenny’s experience at Drama Club?

• Did Ginnie and Jenny benefi t from their 
identity swap?  If so, in what way?

ACTIVITIES:

• Talk about what you think will happen to 
Ginnie and Jenny now that they’ve decided 
to at least try each other’s hobby, then write 
your own story about them called ‘Ginnie and 
Jenny,  Part 3’, telling what happens to them 
a few months later.

• Although Ginnie and Jenny are identical 
twins, they have different personalities and 
talents and they like different things too. 
Draw an outline body shape to represent 
yourself and then write around it all the 
things that make you the person you are. 
You could start by labelling eye colour, hair 
colour, hair length etc and then go on to your 
skills such as ‘good at art’, ‘great goalkeeper’, 
‘good at looking after pets’ and so on. Finally, 
add some things about your personality – not 
what you do but how you are as a person. 
Things like, ‘patient’, ‘friendly’, ‘quiet’ and so 
on.

• Think of a club or team that you would very 
much like to belong to; something that 
doesn’t exist at the moment. It might be 
a group focused on a particular computer 
game, or a new sports team, or one 
dedicated to your favourite author or TV 
series. Give your club a name and design a 
logo for it. Then write out a list of activities 
that club might do when the members get 
together. You might need to consider some 
rules as well about who can belong, is there a 
membership test, any costs to join and so on.

Weblinks:

Getting involved in drama:

www.assemblies.org.uk/resources/drama.php

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.
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Unit 4: Spring festivals
8: Holi

Themes: Spring; special occasions/celebrations; 
Hindu festival of Holi;

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS IMAGES:

Spring blossom

To display a large version as a focus image click 
on this link:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/tog_spr11_08a.jpg

Indians enjoying the festival of Holi

To display a large version as a focus image click 
on this link:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/tog_spr11_08b.jpg

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 2, no 78 – ‘The song of St 
Francis’ (whole song)

VOX POPS:  young people talk about how they 
celebrate Holi

STORY: Holika and Prahlad by Sue Reid

REFLECTION: … on new life and the changing of 
the seasons; the triumph of good over evil.

Pre-programme questions:

• What do you know about the Hindu festival of 
Holi? What does it celebrate?

• The story of Holika and Prahlad is a myth (or 
legend). What is a myth and why do we tell 
this type of story?

• In the story, good triumphs over evil. What 
are your favourite stories, or real life events, 
where this happens? The Harry Potter stories 
and the Star Wars fi lms are good modern 
examples.

Story synopsis:  Holika and Prahlad by Sue Reid

Once upon a time in India there was a wicked 
king who regarded himself as a god and he made 
all his people worship him. Even his son, Prahlad, 
regarded his father as a god. But one day 
Prahlad came across a woman, who was praying 
to the god Vishnu to save her kittens which had 
fallen inside a well. Prahlad was amazed when 
the kittens were saved and decided that he too 
would worship Lord Vishnu.  

When his father found out he was enraged at his 
son’s disobedience and set about trying to kill 
him. However, no matter what he tried, Prahlad 
was saved as he prayed to Vishnu to protect 
him. The king’s sister, Holika, was as evil as her 
brother and came up with a plan to get rid of 
Prahlad. She enticed him to follow her into the 
fl ames of a huge bonfi re, thinking she would be 
protected by her magic powers. But as Prahlad 
followed her into the fi re, he prayed to Lord 
Vishnu who transferred Holika’s powers to him 
and so she was consumed by the fl ames and 
Prahlad was saved. And to this day fi res are lit 
at Holi time to commemorate the story of Holika 
and Prahlad and to celebrate the triumph of good 
over evil.
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After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• What kind of person was Prahlad and how did 
he differ from his father?

• What happened to persuade Prahlad to 
worship Lord Vishnu and convince him that 
his father was not a god?

• Can you remember how many ways the king 
tried to kill Prahlad, and what happened each 
time?

• What was Holika’s plan to help rid her brother 
of Prahlad?

• How did Lord Vishnu save Prahlad from the 
fl ames?

ACTIVITIES:

• Write your own dramatic myth story where 
eventually good triumphs over evil.

• Create an illustrated ‘Guide to spring’ for 
younger children, showing them what to look 
out for as spring takes over from winter. Look 
around on your way to school for ideas about 
plants and fl owers and also mention the 
weather and the length of the days. You could 
also include festivals, holidays and sporting 
events that take place in spring.

• Hindus celebrate Holi with fi res to help 
them remember the story of Holika and 
Prahlad. Can you create a picture of a 
crackling glowing fi re suggesting warmth and 
celebration? What materials will you use - 
black or dark blue paper for the background? 
How will you create the effect of fl ames 
– using tissue paper, shiny gold or silver 
paper, bright paint colours? You’ll need to 
think about creating the effect of sparks and 
perhaps some smoke too.

Weblinks:

Holi:
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/hinduism/holi.shtml
www.holifestival.org/holi-festival.html

Seasons:
www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/time/seasons.htm

Search for Spring festivals:

www.bbc.co.uk/religion/tools/calendar/

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.

9: Mothering Sunday

Themes:  history/signifi cance of Mothering 
Sunday/Mother’s Day

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS IMAGE:

Cards for Mother’s Day

To display a large version as a focus image click 
on this link:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/tog_spr11_09.jpg

Programme content:

VOX POPS:  children talk about their Mums and 
what they do on Mother’s Day to thank them

SONG: Come & Praise 1, no 59– ‘The best gift’ 
(whole song) 

STORY:  An angel by Sharri McGarry

REFLECTION: … on appreciating the people who 
look after us and thinking of ways of showing our 
gratitude to them

Pre-programme questions:

• If you had to explain the words Parent or 
Carer to someone who didn’t know what they 
meant, what would you say?

• What do you know about the lives of servants 
in Victorian times? What were the duties of 
a Maid, what would she wear and how would 
she be treated?



School Radio  © BBC 2010www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

21

Together - Spring 2011 www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g64pp

• Working in groups, act out two short scenes 
showing the differences between the lives 
of ‘The Family’ who own the big house and 
their servants who do all the work to keep the 
house running. Can you show how differently 
they would talk, what they would do and 
even how they would stand and move?

• Peggy’s mother says, ‘My dear - I couldn’t 
be prouder of you than I am now! And that 
is the best Mother’s Day present ever!’ Think 
back to the story – can you remember what 
it was that made Peggy’s mother so proud 
and happy? Write your own story called: 
‘The best Mother’s Day present ever!’ about 
a modern Mothering Sunday Gift. Like the 
gift in Peggy’s story it should be something 
surprising – after all, Peggy’s mother’s gift 
seemed to be nothing at all!

Weblinks:

The history of Mothering Sunday/Mother’s Day:

www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/motheringsunday_1.shtml
www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/easter/mothers.htm

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.

 

• What do you think is the best present a 
Mother could receive on Mothering Sunday?

Story synopsis:  An angel by Sharri McGarry

Back in Victorian times, Peggy is a servant in a 
big house and today she is walking home to visit 
her mother for Mother’s Day. She’s taking home 
a freshly baked cake and her wages to give to 
her mother. However, on her way she meets two 
women in great need and Peggy’s compassionate 
nature leads to her giving away the cake and 
the money. She feels guilty about arriving home 
empty-handed, but her mother is delighted and 
relieved that Peggy has not been changed by 
living in a big house and is still the same kind-
hearted girl as ever.  She claims that that is the 
best present Peggy could have given her.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• What was Peggy about to do when she 
noticed the sobbing woman?

• Why did Peggy give away the money from her 
wages?

• Who did Peggy give the cake to?
• What did the two women that Peggy helped 

have in common?  Why did both women need 
Peggy’s help? (They were both mothers and 
both were trying to help their children)

• What did the woman in the street and the 
boy in the cottage say about Peggy when she 
gave them her money and the cake?

• Why was Peggy worried about arriving home 
empty-handed and what was her mother’s 
reaction? 

 
ACTIVITIES:

• Research the lives of Victorian servants and 
you could play the short dramas about a 
maid’s life to be found on the School Radio 
website here:

       www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/subjects/history/victorians/maid

• Then write a list of rules that a new maid 
must learn as she enters ‘service’ in a big 
house.
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10: Easter

Themes:  Christian story of Easter; celebration 
of Easter, religious and secular

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS IMAGE:

Jesus carries his cross towards Calvary

To display a large version as a focus image click 
on this link:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/tog_spr11_10.jpg

Programme content:

VOX POPS: children talk about what they like 
most about Easter

STORY: Mary’s diary by Rachel Boxer

REFLECTION: … on the Christian Easter story of 
sadness followed by great happiness; on Easter 
being a reminder of new life; and on festivals 
being special occasions we spend with family and 
friends.

SONG: Come & Praise 1, no 22 – ‘Lord of the 
Dance’ (verses 1 and 2)

Pre-programme questions:

• What is a festival? What is your favourite 
festival and why?

• Why do Christians celebrate Easter? What do 
you know of the Easter story?

• Some people believe that Jesus was a very 
special person, the Son of God. Others see 
him as a great and wise teacher. What do you 
know about Jesus and his life?

Story synopsis: Mary’s diary by Rachel Boxer

Mary, Jesus’ mother, writes in her diary of the 
terrible events of the day.  She has watched her 
son being taunted and abused and fi nally nailed 
to a cross to be crucifi ed alongside common 
criminals.  

As evening approached, a stranger took 
down Jesus’ body and carried it to a tomb in 
preparation for burial. As it was almost Shabbat, 
the day of rest, there was no time to anoint 
Jesus’ body, so a stone was rolled across the 
opening of the tomb.

After Shabbat ended, Mary returned to the tomb 
to complete the anointing of Jesus’ body. But 
to her amazement, the stone had been rolled 
back from the tomb, and two men (angels) were 
sitting where Jesus’ body should have been. The 
men declared that Jesus had risen from the dead, 
as he himself had prophesied.

On the way to spread the good news, Jesus 
appears to her and tells her to meet him and the 
other disciples in Galilee. Mary is delighted and 
reassured to have witnessed with her own eyes 
that Jesus is indeed alive.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

• What was Jesus’ surprising attitude towards 
the people who abused and crucifi ed him?

• What happened at the moment of Jesus’ 
death?

• Why was Jesus’ body left in the tomb until 
after Shabbat?

• What did Mary discover when she returned to 
the tomb?  Who or what do you think the two 
men in the tomb were?

• What happy news did they give to Mary, and 
how did she fi nd out that the news was true?

ACTIVITIES:

• A triptych is a special type of painting with 
three panels, so a triptych based on Mary’s 
diary might show Jesus being killed in Panel 
One, buried in Two and rising again in Three. 
Create your own three-picture artwork. You 
could illustrate Mary’s diary or tell your own 
story that goes from sadness to joy.
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• Talk as a class about the story of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. Create a ‘feelings’ map 
where you suggest all the different ‘feelings’ 
words that the story makes you think of. 
When you have your collection of words, 
group them together under headings such as 
Sadness Words, Worried Words, Joyful Words.

• Use some of the words from your ‘feelings’ 
map to create your own poem about moving 
from sadness to joy. You could choose to 
tell the story of Easter, or make up a story 
of your own, or keep your poem just about 
feelings without telling an actual story.

Weblinks:

The Easter story:

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/christianity/easter.shtml

What is Easter?

http://projectbritain.com/easter.html#what

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.
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