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UIntroduction

Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of material from 
a wide range of cultural and religious sources, including 
Christianity, contributes to the pupils’ spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development.

What is the value of using Together?

 It is a ready-made resource for Collective 
Worship that can help your school to fulfi ll the 
statutory requirement for a daily act of Collective 
Worship; material is of a ‘broadly Christian 
character’, refl ecting the ‘broad traditions of 
Christian belief’.

 It encourages individual and community 
responses, from a sense of celebration to 
thoughtful refl ection.

 The programmes encourage pupils to think 
about issues and to share their experiences.

 It includes the voices of junior age pupils 
speaking for themselves.

 It can be used with large or small groups of 
pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and teachers 
from a range of backgrounds to participate in the 
programmes. A mixture of songs, refl ections and 
prayers allow pupils to respond to what they have heard 
in their own way.

Using the programmes and these Teacher’s 
Notes:

Programmes are available to order (for UK schools 
and other academic institutions only) on CD. Further 
information is available at this page of the School Radio 
website:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml

Programmes are also available as downloads or podcasts 
for 7 days following transmission. This means that you 
can download each programme (for free) as an mp3 fi le, 
for playback either from a computer or from an mp3 
player, such as an iPod. If you subscribe to the series 
your computer will automatically search for each new 
episode when you connect to the internet, ensuring that 
you never miss a programme. It is a perfectly suitable 
alternative to acquiring the programme on pre-recorded 
CDs, provided you are happy not to use a CD player for 
playback. More information here:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/podcasts.shtml

Programmes are also available as audio on demand. The 
audio on demand is a reliable service – especially on 
broadband - that allows you to listen to the programme 
‘streamed’ over the internet.

To listen to the audio fi les you will need to have installed 
‘Realplayer’ on your computer. This commonly-used 
software is easy to download from the internet if you do 
not already have it.

There are instructions on how to do so at the BBC School 
Radio website:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml

However, we would strongly recommend that you 
download each programme using the podcast service, 
rather than use the audio on demand service. 
Downloading the programme is the most reliable means 
of acquiring the programmes for playback.

Focus objects / images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided by 
the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these notes we have 
provided suggestions for focus images which can be 
sourced from the internet.

We assume that many teachers will continue to wish 
to provide their own focus objects (the suggestions for 
images we’ve provided are often a good starting point 
when considering what objects to collect). We hope in 
this way to provide a resource that has all the benefi ts 
(and more!) of the hard-copy focus pictures provided in 
Teacher’s Notes booklets.

Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:
 a story or short drama
 one song from either the Come and Praise song 

books or our collection called All about our 
school

  voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged 
children

 refl ection and/or an opportunity for prayer

Preparation for using the programmes:
 Create a sense of occasion and exploration 

by setting up a focus picture (either using the 
online resources included here or your own 
ideas) for pupils to think about during the 
programme. This will enhance their listening 
and concentration and provide further talking 
points.
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 Consider ways to make the use of the focus 
image more effective – e.g. by projecting it or 
by displaying it on an interactive whiteboard.

 Shut out distractions by closing the curtains or 
dimming the lights.

 Think about the seating arrangements (e.g. 
would a semi-circle or circle arrangement foster 
greater engagement).

During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:
 Pause the programme to discuss the issues 

when you wish or when there is a ‘Time to Talk’ 
pause in the programme.

 Pause the programme before the songs to 
consider their content

 Pause the programme after the refl ection and 
/ or prayer to allow pupils to add their own 
thoughts

 Replay sections of the programme to allow pupils 
to gain greater familiarity with the material.

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are Come and 
Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All about our school. 
These song books contain a wealth of songs for use in 
assemblies. They’ve also been compiled to respond to 
the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act, so 
the emphasis is on being broadly, but not exclusively, 
Christian.

The song books are also accompanied by:
 Come and Praise instrumental books. These 

contain the melody line, two melodic parts and 
a bass part. There are also guitar chords and 
suggestions for percussion.

 CD. There is a CD available for each collection. 
They may be used to provide enjoyable listening 
or accompaniment for assemblies where no 
pianist is available.

For copyright reasons we are not able to provide these 
resources in these notes or elsewhere on the School 
Radio website.



School Radio  © BBC 2010www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

5

Together - Spring 2010 www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/collectiveworship/

Unit 1 – Standing up for your beliefs

1: Standing against the status quo

Themes: Galileo; astronomy and the solar system; 
courage in face of adversity

Preparation for the programme: 

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGES:
 A diagram of the planets of our solar system
 A portrait or statue of Galileo.

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 1 no 18 – ‘He made me’, verses 
1 & 2 only (omit verse 3)

STORY: Galileo by Gordon Lamont

VOX POPS: children interview an astronomer at the 
Royal Observatory in Greenwich about the importance 
of Galileo and his discoveries in astronomy

REFLECTION: …on the wonder of the solar system, 
Galileo’s discoveries about the planets in the solar 
system and his courage in standing up for his beliefs

Pre-programme questions:
 Do you know the names of any planets?
 What is the difference between a planet, a moon 

and a star? 
 Have you ever heard of Galileo – why is he 

famous?

Story synopsis: Galileo by Gordon Lamont

We go back in time to the year 1609 and hear how 
Galileo, a teacher at the University of Padua, spent his 
holiday working on his own version of a new invention 
he had heard of – the spyglass or telescope. He wanted 
to develop a powerful telescope to observe the night 
sky, in particular the planet Jupiter.  

Over several nights of close observation he made 
an exciting discovery – the stars that he thought he 
could see were in fact moons which were circling the 
planet. He published his discoveries in a book called 
‘The starry messenger’. However, his observations of 
the solar system convinced him that the earth moved 
around the sun, rather than vice versa, which was a 
direct contradiction of the teachings of the Church at 
that time.

The Church was very powerful and Galileo could be 
punished for his views. When he published a book 
arguing that the earth travels around the sun he was 
forced by the Church to say that he was wrong. Weak 
through ill health, he reluctantly renounced his views 
publicly, although privately he was convinced that he 
was right. He was placed under house arrest until the 
end of his life.

Despite this Galileo has left a lasting legacy through his 
discoveries and methods of observation which have led 
to our modern understanding of the planet Jupiter and 
its moons. And in 1992 the Church fi nally admitted it 
had been wrong to oppose Galileo all those years ago 
and conceded that his theory of the earth circling the 
sun is in fact correct.
After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 Why was Galileo excited about the invention of 

the telescope?
 Which planet was he observing and what 

exciting discovery did make?
 What was the title of the book that Galileo wrote 

about his discoveries?
 Which of his theories did the Church force him 

to say was wrong?
 What do you think is the most important idea 

left to us by Galileo?

ACTIVITIES:
 Create a whole class work of art showing the 

Solar System, its planets in order going around 
the sun and some of the larger moons.

 Galileo was forced to say that the Earth was 
at the centre of the Solar System but we know 
that he did not believe this. Create a speech 
bubble showing what Galileo said and a thought 
bubble showing his inner thoughts at the time. 
You could use an image of Galileo to display 
your speech and thought bubbles.

 Imagine that you are the fi rst astronaut to visit 
any planet in the Solar System. Choose a planet 
and fi nd out all that you can about its surface, 
atmosphere and weather. Then describe your 
visit. 

Weblinks:

The Royal Observatory in Greenwich:
www.nmm.ac.uk/places/royal-observatory/

Galileo:
www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_fi gures/galilei_galileo.shtml

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.
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U2: Standing fi rm despite the odds

Themes: World War II and the Battle of Britain; the 
sacrifi ce made by those who have fought to defend the 
freedom of their country; facing adversity

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGES:
 A battle of Britain

Programme content:

VOX POPS: children talk about what they have learnt 
about World War II and their views on the bravery of 
those who took part

SONG:  Come & Praise 2 no 85 – ‘Spirit of peace’ – all 
verses

STORY: Battle of Britain by Sue Reid

REFLECTION: …on the terrible nature of war, the 
sacrifi ces made in World War II to protect our freedom 
and remembering the bravery of all who took part

Pre-programme questions:
 Have you studied World War II? Can you come 

up with fi ve important facts about it, such as 
who was involved and when it took place? You 
might also talk about Evacuees, what life was 
like in Britain during the war and how the war 
ended.

 Have you heard the phrase ‘The Battle of 
Britain’? What do you think it refers to and what 
do you know about it?

 What is meant by ‘bravery’ and ‘courage’? Can 
you think of any examples of these qualities?

Story synopsis: Battle of Britain by Sue Reid

Bill is reminiscing about the time when he was a child 
during the war. His father was a fi ghter pilot and Bill 
was very proud of him. He used to boast to his friends 
about how many enemy planes his father had shot 
down, although in reality his father never spoke about 
his experiences. In his imagination Bill used to pretend 
he was a pilot like his father, shooting down Heinkels 
and Messerschmidts. To Bill, his father was a hero and 
he wanted to be like him.

He never imagined that his father would be killed, but 
one day his mother gave him a letter which his father 
had written for him in the event of his death. In the 
letter he explained to Bill that war is a terrible thing and 
he hadn’t wanted to fi ght, but everyone had to ‘do their 
bit’ and stand up for what they thought was right. Bill 
was upset, but vowed that he would never forget his 
father’s sacrifi ce and would explain to his own children 
and grandchildren about the war and the part his father 
played in it.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 How many planes can you name from the time 

of World War II? Do you know which were British 
and which were Nazi German?

 Why do you think Bill’s father never talked about 
his experiences as a fi ghter pilot?

 Why do you think Bill wanted to be like his 
father?

 In his letter, Bill’s father said war is a terrible 
thing, but he’d had to fi ght. What were his 
reasons?

 Have you ever had to make sacrifi ces for the 
good of others? What were they and what were 
the circumstances?

ACTIVITIES:
 Write a poem on the theme of ‘bravery’. To start 

you off, think of someone who has to act bravely 
and imagine their thoughts and feelings. Write 
down some key words related to these and use 
them in your poem.

 Research the lives of people involved in the 
Battle of Britain and write a short description 
of one day in the life of a fi ghter pilot, or of his 
family.

 Design the cover of a book about the Battle of 
Britain. What will your book be called and how 
will you illustrate the cover? Write the back 
cover copy – a short description of the book 
that will make people want to read it.

Weblinks:

The Battle of Britain:
www.raf.mod.uk/Bob1940/background.html
www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/battle_of_britain_01.shtml

Audio fi les from World War and photos, including 
Spitfi res scrambling:
www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/history/worldwar2audioclipslibrary.shtml

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.



School Radio  © BBC 2010www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

7

Together - Spring 2010 www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/collectiveworship/

3: He’s bigger than me

Themes: courage, confronting bullies, standing up for 
what you think is right

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE:
 A picture of David and Goliath

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 1 no 47 - ‘One more step’, verses 
1, 2, 4 and 5 (omit verse 3)

STORY: David and Goliath by Sue Reid

INTERVIEW: on measures pupils can take to combat 
bullying in their school

REFLECTION: …on having the courage to do what we 
believe to be right and to stand up to those who try to 
bully us

Pre-programme questions:
 Have you ever heard a phrase like, ‘It’s a real 

David and Goliath situation’ or ‘David meets 
Goliath’? What do people mean when they use 
these sorts of phrases?

 Do you know the story of David and Goliath 
from the Bible? What happens in it?

 Have you ever faced a diffi cult situation, one 
where you weren’t expected to do well? What 
happened?

Story synopsis: David and Goliath by Sue Reid

The story is told from the point of view of Goliath’s 
former shield bearer. He remembers the time when 
a young shepherd boy called David vanquished the 
mighty Philistine champion, Goliath. He relates how 
he - Goliath - and the rest of the Philistine army were 
waiting for battle to begin against their enemies, the 
Israelites…

Goliath was impatient and eventually issued an 
ultimatum to the Israelites. He told them to send a man 
to fi ght against him in single combat. If he – Goliath - 
was beaten, the Philistines would bend to the will of the 
Israelites; but if he won, the Israelites would become 
slaves of the Philistines. Goliath was a giant of a man 
and it would take a brave man to fi ght him.

Goliath continued to challenge the Israelites, but for 40 
days no one volunteered to take him on. However, on 
the 41st day, a young shepherd boy stepped forward. He 
showed no fear of Goliath and declared that God was 
on his side and would protect him. Before Goliath could 
hurl his spear at him, the boy picked up a stone, put 
it in his sling and hurled it at the giant, who fell to the 
ground, dead. The rest of the Philistines fl ed, pursued 
by the Israelites.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 What kind of man was Goliath? Why do you 

think his shield bearer regarded him as a hero?
 What challenge did Goliath make to the Israelites 

and why do you think nobody wanted to fi ght 
him?

 What reason did David give for not being afraid 
of Goliath?

 How did David kill Goliath and what effect did it 
have on the Philistines?

 Can you say who you think was the braver, 
Goliath or David, and why?

ACTIVITIES:
 Use a picture of David and Goliath (see above) 

or draw your own and add thought bubbles 
showing what each character is thinking as they 
face each other.

 Write your own modern version of a David and 
Goliath story. Perhaps it’s about a mouse called 
Davina and a cat called Meowath, or a boy 
called David and a computer called Goliath. Can 
you make up your own story about someone 
winning in some way against a much bigger and 
tougher opponent?

 Working in groups, create a mime or dance 
telling the story of David and Goliath.

Weblinks:

David and Goliath:
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/history/david_2.shtml
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Unit 2 – Going for goals

4: Take nobody’s word for it

Themes: achieving goals; scientifi c discovery; Robert 
Hooke; founding of the Royal Society

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE:
 An old microscope

Programme content:

VOX POPS: children talk about their goals and 
achievements

SONG: Come & Praise 2 no 103 – ‘I am planting my 
feet’, verses 1 and 2 (omit verse 3)

VOX POPS:  children say whether they like Science and 
why

STORY: Robert Hooke by Gordon Lamont

REFLECTION: …on our goals and how we can strive to 
achieve them

Pre-programme questions:
 If you set yourself a goal how do you go about 

achieving it? What do you do if things get diffi cult 
and you fi nd your goal diffi cult to reach?

 Do you like science? What sort of science do 
you enjoy doing or fi nding out about?

 What is a cell? Which living things have cells?

Story synopsis: Robert Hooke by Gordon Lamont

The story takes us back in time to 1666 and the 
aftermath of the Great Fire of London. The city needed 
to be rebuilt and a young architect called Robert 
Hooke was drafted in to help. However, Robert Hooke 
was not just an architect; he was also a very clever 
scientist. When he was only 25 years old he made an 
important discovery in the way springs work, which 
was an important breakthrough in clock-making and 
engineering and became known as Hooke’s Law. But 
Hooke was interested in all kinds of science. He could 
never take anything for granted and felt compelled to 
investigate how things worked.

Other scientists of the day reported that Hooke suffered 
from physical abnormalities; he was scarred, twisted and 
often in great pain and yet he continued to experiment 
to satisfy his enquiring mind. He was the fi rst scientist to 
use a microscope to examine tree bark and was amazed 
to discover that it was composed of lots of interlocking 
shapes, which he called cells (because they reminded 
him of the rooms or ‘cells’ where monks lived). And 
today we know that all living things are made up of 
cells, thanks to Robert Hooke.

With a group of fellow scientists, Hooke established a 
special organisation dedicated to spreading scientifi c 
knowledge. It was called the Royal Society and it still 
continues today to inspire scientists and all those with 
an interest in Science.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 Why was Robert Hooke chosen to help rebuild 

London after the Great Fire?
 What did he discover when he was 25 years old 

- what did it become known as and why was it 
important?

 How did scientists conceal their discoveries from 
other scientists?

 What did other scientists say about Hooke that 
make his achievements all the more amazing?

 How did Hooke discover that all living things are 
made up of cells?

 What is the name of the organisation which 
Hooke established?

ACTIVITIES:
 Find out all you can about the Royal Society. 

What does it do today and what kind of work is 
it concerned with?

 Use a microscope to look for cells. What kind 
of thing will you look at to see cells? Try out 
various things until you fi nd something which 
shows cells most clearly.

 Robert Hooke presented his discoveries in the 
form of anagrams with letters jumbled up. Can 
you solve these mixed up letters – they’re the 
names of famous people from Scientifi c History: 
strong arm neil, ooroberthke, lilgaeo. Perhaps 
you could make up some of your own to share 
amongst your friends.

Weblinks:

The Royal Society:
http://royalsociety.org/home.aspx

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.
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5: Working with others

Themes: achieving goals; scientifi c discovery; working 
as a team to achieve aims; The Royal Society; Dorothy 
Hodgkin

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGES:
 A school science lab

Programme content:

VOX POPS: children talk about working together to 
achieve goals

SONG: All about our school, no 13 – ‘Together’, all 
verses

STORY: The best things come in threes by Kate 
Stonham

INTERVIEW: with Keith Moore from The Royal Society 
about the importance of the work of scientist Dorothy 
Hodgkin

REFLECTION: on the importance of working with others 
as part of a team

Pre-programme questions: 
 What goals have you set yourself for today and 

this week? What do you need to do to achieve 
your goals?

 Do you have any goals for your whole life! Are 
there things that you would like to achieve 
when you’re grown up? What steps do you need 
to take to achieve these big goals?

 What are the biggest challenges facing the 
whole world? How can science help us to achieve 
these goals?

Story synopsis: The best things come in threes, a 
fantasy by Kate Stonham

Class 6C at Pottersby Primary school is a very special 
class as it contains three superheroes: Mega Muscles, 
who is very strong and fi t; Nature Boy, who can control 
the elements and talk to animals and Gadget Girl, who 
carries around a whole variety of technical equipment. 

The head teacher, Mrs Sheen, relies on them to solve all 
sorts of problems. However, the superheroes are very 
boastful about their own particular powers and are most 
reluctant to collaborate with each other.

One day Mrs Sheen is kidnapped by Super Bully, a 
nasty, resentful character, who demands a large ransom 
for her release. The superheroes spring into action to 
try to locate and rescue her.  Eventually they manage 
to fi nd where Mrs Sheen is being held, overcome Super 
Bully and release the head teacher – but only by pooling 
their resources and working together. They decide they 
should work together more often and suggest calling 
themselves The Triumphant Three. Even Super Bully is 
impressed enough to ask if she can join them.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 What kind of things did Mrs Sheen rely on the 

superheroes to do?
 Why did the superheroes usually not want to 

work together?
 What demands did Super Bully make after she 

had kidnapped Mrs Sheen?
 How did each of the superheroes help to track 

down Mrs Sheen?
 How did they work together to rescue her?
 What conclusion did they all reach after she had 

been released?

ACTIVITIES:
 Tell the story of The best things come in threes as 

a comic strip. First you’ll have to work out what 
you think Mega Muscles, Nature Boy, Gadget 
Girl, Mrs Sheen and Super Bully look like…then 
draw and write all or part of the story.

 Imagine that The best things come in threes 
has been made into a feature fi lm. Design the 
poster for the fi lm including a picture and the tag 
line or slogan – to get some ideas, think about 
the posters for recent fi lms you have enjoyed. 
Perhaps you can go to a cinema to look at their 
current posters.

 Write down your goals for this week and a 
detailed plan of what you need to do to achieve 
them. You could add a check box to each stage 
so that you can tick it off as you complete it.

Weblinks:

Dorothy Hodgkin
http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/chemistry/laureates/1964/hodgkin-bio.html

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.
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6: Achieving the impossible – the worldwide web

Themes: technology – computers, worldwide web; 
technological achievements; Ada Lovelace, Charles 
Babbage, Tim Berners Lee; facing diffi cult challenges 
with perseverance to achieve ‘the impossible’

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGES:
 A picture of Charles Babbage’s engine

Programme content:

VOX POPS: Children talk about what they use computers 
for and what they would do without them

SONG: Come & Praise 1 no. 19 – ‘He’s got the whole 
world’, all verses

STORY: Ada Lovelace by Lucy Lethbridge

REFLECTION: …on achieving something you thought 
you couldn’t do

Pre-programme questions:
 Can you imagine a world without any computers 

at all? What would school or home be like 
without computers?

 What do you use computers for at school and at 
home – include gaming machines and computer 
chips in TVs, Microwaves, Shop tills etc.

 What is the most diffi cult challenge you’ve ever 
faced and how did you tackle it?

Story synopsis: Ada Lovelace by Lucy Lethbridge

As a little girl, nearly two hundred years ago, Ada 
Lovelace had to work very hard. She had a governess 
and teachers who kept her busy with lessons from 6 
o’clock in the morning until evening. Ada didn’t have 
any friends and she wasn’t even allowed to read stories 
as her mother didn’t approve of them.

When she was 18 she met a remarkable man called 
Charles Babbage and her life changed. He was an inventor 
of lots of incredible things, but the most exciting was an 
adding machine. Ada was fascinated with it and was 
determined to help her new friend with this invention. 
In those days it was a completely alien concept; no one 
had ever heard of calculators or computers. Ada called 
the invention the Thinking Machine and she worked on 
it with Babbage for several years. The machine was 
enormous and, in fact, was only completed recently by 
a team at the Science Museum, where it is on display 
and takes up a whole room.

Ada was the fi rst to publish an explanation in English of 
how a Thinking Machine works. If it weren’t for her, we 
might not have computers or calculators today. In fact, 
one of the most important computer software programs 
in America is named after her, ADA.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 What subjects did Ada have to study as a small 

girl? What wasn’t she allowed to do?
 What was the fi rst invention by Charles Babbage 

that Ada saw? What other kinds of things had 
he invented?

 Why was an adding machine such a strange idea 
in Victorian times? What did ordinary people 
think of it?

 How big was Charles Babbage’s Thinking 
Machine?

 If adding machines and computers hadn’t been 
invented, how would we have to work out 
mathematical calculations today?

ACTIVITIES:
 Make a list of all the things that you do in a day 

that involve computers. There might be more 
than you imagine once you include ‘phones, 
Data projectors, Electronic White boards and 
many more. You might even fi nd it easier to 
think about things you do that don’t involve 
computers! Write a story showing what would 
happen if everything that uses or contains a 
computer suddenly stopped working.

 Create a computer timeline starting with simple 
counting stones, then the use of the abacus and 
so on to today’s small computers.

 What do you think will be the future of computing? 
Write a story about a future computer and what 
it can do. How does it interact with people – or 
does it even replace them! You could write your 
story as a series of emails or text messages 
from the future that arrive on your ‘phone or 
computer.

Weblinks:

Ada Lovelace: 
www.sdsc.edu/ScienceWomen/lovelace.html

Charles Babbage:
www.computerhistory.org/babbage/history/

Science Museum:
www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites.
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Unit 3 – Grow your own

7: Growing with Grandad, part 1

Themes: growing food, the benefi ts of growing your 
own food

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE:
 A picture of an allotment

Programme content:

VOX POPS: children talk about growing their own fruit 
and vegetables

SONG: Come & Praise 1 no 17 – ‘Think of a world without 
any fl owers’, verses 1 and 2 (omit verse 3)
 
STORY: Growing with Grandad, part 1 by Rob John

REFLECTION: …on the advantages of growing our own 
food and being grateful for all the different types of food 
we have

Pre-programme questions:
 Whereabouts do we grow food in this country 

– is it just on farms or can you think of other 
places?

 What is your favourite fresh food (a tomato 
would be fresh, a frozen pizza made with tomato 
would be processed). 

 Do you or any members of your family grow 
anything to eat? What do they grow and where 
do they grow it? Do you like to eat what you/
they grow?

Story synopsis: Growing with Grandad, part 1 by Rob 
John

In the fi rst part of the story Michael thinks back to 
the time when, as a grumpy 8-year-old, he spent his 
summer holiday helping his Grandad on his allotment. 
Michael’s mum had had a baby and Michael was sent 
round to his Grandad’s to be looked after. His Grandad 
spent a lot of time on his allotment, which was bad 
news for Michael.

On the fi rst visit to the allotment, Michael was very 
unimpressed, but Grandad persuaded him to plant a 
seed potato.

A few months later, in the summer holidays, Michael 
visited the allotment with his Grandad again and was 
amazed at how many potatoes had grown from one 
plant. Later on Grandad cooked the potatoes and, 
despite protesting that he didn’t like vegetables, 
Michael thought they were the best things he’d ever 
eaten. In fact, Michael discovered that he liked lots of 
vegetables, and fruit too. He even enjoyed working on 
the allotment with his Grandad so much that he was 
sad when the summer holidays ended and he had to go 
back to school. He would miss the allotment, although 
his Grandad reassured him that gardening and growing 
carried on throughout the seasons; it never stopped.

However, the following year, when it came round to the 
time for planting potatoes again, things weren’t quite 
the same, as we’ll hear in the second part of the story.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 Why did Michael not like Grandad’s allotment? 

What did he think was wrong with it?
 What did Michael and Grandad plant on the 

fi rst visit to the allotment? How did they plant 
them?

 What changed Michael’s mind about the 
allotment?  

 How did his attitude to fruit and vegetables 
change?

 How did he feel at the end of the summer – 
about the allotment…and about his Grandad?

ACTIVITIES:

 Think about your favourite fresh food. What 
words would you use to describe its taste, colour, 
texture and how it makes you feel. When you 
eat it does it remind you of anywhere special 
or a particular time in your life? Write a poem 
in which you try to convey what it is like to eat 
your favourite fresh food.

 Choose a key moment from the story and 
illustrate it. You could add speech bubbles, 
thought bubbles and/or a caption.

 Design your own allotment space. What would 
you grow in it and what other things would you 
have (a shed for your tools, and a chair for 
enjoying the view for example). Perhaps you’d 
add other things like a secret food store and a 
book shelf. Think carefully about what you’ll put 
where to make it a good place to visit and grow 
things.



School Radio  © BBC 2010www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

12

Together - Spring 2010 www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/collectiveworship/

8: Growing with Grandad, part 2

Themes: growing your own food, appreciating nature 
and the signifi cance of growing seasons, learning from 
others/other generations

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE:
 New shoots coming up from the ground

Programme content:

SONG:  Come & Praise 1 no 3 – ‘All things bright and 
beautiful’, verses 1 and 2 (omit verses 3 and 4)

STORY: Growing with Grandad, part 2 by Rob John

FEATURE: children from a school in Kent talk about 
growing their own food

REFLECTION: on the pleasure of growing your own food, 
appreciating the effect the seasons have on the growing 
cycle of plants

NOTE: The story features the death of Grandad 
which may be a sensitive issue for some children.

Pre-programme questions:
 Are there any allotments near where you live? 

What kinds of things do people grow there?
 Apart from eating what you grow, what other 

pleasures do you think people gain from growing 
plants?

 Can you remember what happened in the 
fi rst part of Gardening with Grandad? Why did 
Michael not like the allotment and what changed 
his mind?  

Story synopsis:  Gardening with Grandad, part 2 by 
Rob John 

In the second part of the story we rejoin Michael in 
the spring as he and Grandad are due to start planting 
potatoes again. Down at the allotment Michael is worried 
by how thin Grandad looks and persuades him to sit 
down while he does all the planting by himself.

One night there’s a phone call to say that Grandad has 
been taken in to hospital and he may have to have an 
operation. Michael and his Mum visit him and Grandad 
asks Michael to look after the allotment until he’s 
better. Michael readily agrees and tends the allotment 
every day after school. When he digs up the fi rst lot of 
potatoes, and sees how many there are and how perfect 
they are, he can’t wait to take them to show Grandad. 
However, when he gets to the hospital, Grandad’s bed 
is empty.

Michael is now grown up with a son of his own and 
an allotment where he’s teaching his son how to grow 
potatoes, in the same way as his Grandad taught him.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 Why was Michael worried about Grandad? 
 At the hospital, what did Grandad ask Michael 

to do for him?
 What kind of things did Michael need to do at 

the allotment?
 What did he discover at the allotment that he 

was so eager to show to Grandad?
 How is the grown-up Michael putting the 

knowledge he gained from Grandad to good 
use?

ACTIVITIES:
 Talk in pairs and then as a whole class. What 

things do you think Michael learned from his 
Grandad, did he only learn about growing 
things?

 In the story we fi nd out that Grandad has died 
but we are not actually told this. How does the 
story get this sad fact across? Can you create an 
illustration for this important part of the story?

 Conduct a blindfold tasting of fresh fruit and 
vegetables - can the blindfolded volunteers 
work out what they are tasting?
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Unit 4 – Global citizens

9: Growing for our family

Themes: global communication – contact via internet 
with schools in developing countries, lack of food in 
poorer countries

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: 
 A classroom in Ghana

Programme content:

SONG: Come & Praise 2 no. 83 – ‘I’m going to paint’, 
verses 1 and 2 (omit verse 3)

VOX POPS: in an exchange of audio interviews, children 
from a school in Cambridge ask what school life is like 
for pupils at a school in Ghana

STORY: Unfair food, part 1 by Gordon Lamont

REFLECTION: …on the similarities and differences 
between the lives of children around the world; on the 
uneven distribution of food and how some countries 
have plenty, whilst others do not have enough; being 
grateful for what we have and trying to help those in 
need

Pre-programme questions:
 Where does your food come from? What did you 

have to eat yesterday and do you know which 
parts of the world it might have come from?

 Do you ever think that you get unfairly treated 
with regard to food? Do you sometimes get an 
unequal share in your family or among your 
friends or at school dinners?

 Many people have far less to eat than people in 
this country and often no access to clean water. 
What reasons can you think of to explain this?

Story synopsis: Unfair food, part 1, by Gordon 
Lamont

In the fi rst part of the story the pupils in Mr James’ class 
arrive to fi nd either a blue or a red card on their chair. 
They wonder what the signifi cance is, but have to wait 
until the afternoon to fi nd out. Finally, they are taken 
into the school hall, where there are tables with food 
on them.

One table has a red cloth on it and fi ve tables have blue 
cloths on them. One third of the class has red cards and 
they are directed to the table with the red cloth, which 
is laden with all kinds of delicious party food.

But the other two thirds of the class have blue cards 
and they are directed to the tables with the blue cloths, 
which only has bread and water on it. Soon those 
children at the table with only bread and water are 
complaining.

Next morning Mr James asks the class what their 
reactions were to the experiment and why they thought 
he’d done it. The children make a connection with an 
assembly that he did about the developing world, in 
which he had told them that two thirds of the world 
doesn’t have enough to eat, while the other third has 
plenty.

Most of the children acknowledge the unfairness of the 
situation, but some children can see that some proposed 
solutions have disadvantages. Mr James sets the class 
the challenge of preparing and presenting an assembly 
on the world food situation, in which they suggest some 
possible answers.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:
 What proportion of Mr James’ class received red 

cards?
 What kind of food was on the tables with the 

blue cards?
 Why did the children think Mr James had 

conducted the experiment?
 What did some children think could be done to 

help resolve the unfairness in the world food 
situation?  What problems did other children 
see in these solutions?

 What challenge did Mr James set the class?

ACTIVITIES:
 Hold a class discussion about Mr. James’ 

experiment. What do you think of it, was it a 
fair thing to do and was it a good way to get his 
point across?

 The class in the story have to prepare and 
present an assembly on the world food situation 
and suggest some ways to make it fairer. Work 
in groups to present ideas for what we could 
do to help everyone in the world have enough 
to eat.

 Write a diary as if you are a child at school in 
Ghana. What is your day like from getting up in 
the morning to going to sleep at night?

 Find out about linking with schools in other 
countries. Why do you think this is a good thing 
to do?

Weblinks:

Fairtrade Foundation:
www.fairtrade.org.uk/what_is_fairtrade/default.aspx
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10. Growing for our brothers and sisters

Themes: differences/similarities in lives of children in 
UK and overseas; problem of some countries not having 
enough to eat and others having plenty; possible ways 
to improve this imbalance

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE:

1. Fairtrade producer

Programme content:

SONG: All about our school no. 14 – ‘Chain of love’

VOX POPS: in the exchange of audio interviews children 
from the school in Ghana ask the pupils in the Cambridge 
school what school life is like for them

STORY: Unfair food, part 2, by Gordon Lamont

REFLECTION: on thinking about people in other countries 
where there isn’t enough food, thinking of ways in which 
we can all help to make the world a fairer place

Pre-programme questions:
 What do you understand by these terms: 

Fair Trade, Developing Countries, Developed 
Countries?

 What can you remember about the story in 
the last programme? What trick did Mr. James 
play and what did he ask the class to do in one 
week’s time?

 What did you discover about school life in Ghana 
in the last programme?

Story synopsis: Unfair food, part 2, by Gordon 
Lamont

In the second part of the story, Dan and Jen are 
discussing the school assembly that they are helping to 
prepare. Explaining how unfair it is that a third of the 
world has plenty to eat, while the remaining two thirds 
doesn’t have enough, is the easy part, but they also 
have to suggest some possible solutions to the problem, 
and they only have a few days to come up with some 
answers. Every time they have an idea, there seems to 
be a good argument against it.

When they mention this to Mr James, his reply is not 
terribly helpful: he says he doesn’t think there is an 
answer. And he makes the challenge even harder for 
them by inviting shopkeepers and their customers to the 
assembly. The children are really feeling the pressure.

On the day of the assembly, the children are outlining 
the problem to the audience when there’s a sudden 
invasion of the school hall by three children chanting 
slogans. Initially Mr James is horrifi ed, until the children 
explain that the outburst is a planned one. The children 
chanting slogans each have a separate message written 
on a card as to how the unfair food situation can be 
tackled, indicating that there isn’t a single possible 
answer, but perhaps several. They use the occasion 
to ask the shopkeepers in the audience to display the 
messages in their shops to help promote awareness of 
the problem.

After the programme:

STORY QUESTIONS:

 What disadvantages did the children think 
of when discussing buying food from poorer 
countries?

 When the children asked Mr James for advice, 
what did he say that didn’t seem very helpful at 
the time, but gave them the clue they needed?

 Who else had been invited to the assembly? 
And why do you think they had been invited?

 What messages did the children who burst in to 
the assembly have on their cards?

 What did the children ask the shopkeepers to 
do with their messages, and why?

ACTIVITIES:

 Design eye catching posters for each of the 
messages from the children’s assembly: 1. ‘Buy 
local - if you can get it from nearby that’s good 
for the environment and local people.’ 2. ‘Don’t 
waste - buy just what you need and give any 
spare money to support development projects.’ 
3. ‘Fair trade - did the people who grew this get 
a fair deal?’ You can add your own ideas too.

 What could you do in school to help people 
around the world who do not have enough to 
eat? Hold a class discussion, choose the best 
three ideas and see if you can put them into 
action. Here are some possible ideas to get you 
thinking: 1. hold a money raising event; 2. raise 
awareness through an assembly; 3. fi nd out 
more about Fair Trade goods and where they 
can be bought locally.

 Can you make up your own breakfast cereal 
with Fair Trade ingredients? What will you call it, 
what will be in it, and what will the packet look 
like? How will you get across the important Fair 
Trade message? Can the box encourage people 
to fi nd out more about food and how they can 
help those who don’t have enough?


