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Spring 2008 

A series provided by the BBC at the request of the Educational Broadcasting 
Council for the United Kingdom 
 
Age: 7-11 
 
These programmes are available to order (for UK schools only) on pre-recorded 
CDs from: 
 
BBC Schools’ Broadcast Recordings 
Tel: 08701 272 272 Monday to Friday 0800 to 1800 
Or visit www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml for more information 
 
Audio on demand. These programmes are also available as audio on demand 
from the School Radio website for 7 days following the original date of 
transmission. Refer to programme titles below to find out when programmes are 
available as audio on demand. 
 

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio 
 

© This publication contains only BBC copyright material: its contents may 
be copied or reproduced for use in schools and colleges without further 

permission. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio
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Introduction: 

 
Together and Collective Worship: 
 
The Education Reform Act 1988 requires all schools (with provisions) to take 
part in a daily act of Collective Worship, which is ‘wholly or mainly or a broadly 
Christian character.’ The law in fact only requires a majority of assemblies in a 
term to meet this ‘broadly Christian’ criterion: 
 
‘Although the collective worship...should be "wholly or mainly of a broadly 
Christian character" only a majority of acts in each term must meet that 
requirement. Moreover, any act of worship can contain non-Christian material.’ 
(Letter from Cheryl Gillan MP, then Minister of State at the DfEE, November 
1996, referring to guidance in paragraph 55 of Circular 1/94.) 
 
Together’s thematic approach and use of material from a wide range of cultural 
and religious sources, including Christianity, contributes to the pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. 
 
What is the value of using Together? 
 

• It is a ready-made resource for Collective Worship that can help your 
school to fulfill the statutory requirement for a daily act of Collective 
Worship; material is of a ‘broadly Christian character’, reflecting the 
‘broad traditions of Christian belief.’ 

• It encourages individual and community responses, from a sense of 
celebration to thoughtful reflection. 

• The programmes encourage pupils to think about issues and to share 
their experiences. 

• It includes the voices of junior age pupils speaking for themselves. 
• It can be used with large or small groups of pupils. 

 
Is Together suitable for all pupils? 
 
Great care has been taken to allow pupils and teachers from a range of 
backgrounds to participate in the programmes. A mixture of songs, reflections 
and prayers allow pupils to respond to what they have heard in their own way.  
 
Using the programmes and these Teacher’s Notes: 
 
Programmes are available to order (for UK schools and other academic 
institutions only) on CD. Further information is available at this page of the 
School Radio website: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml 
 
Programmes are also available as audio on demand from the School Radio 
website for 7 days following transmission (check the contents table above for 
dates). 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml
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The audio on demand is a reliable service – especially on broadband - that allows 
you to listen to the programme ‘streamed’ over the internet. This means that 
you can play the programme to your class either: 
 

• direct from a computer 
• from a hifi by connecting the output of the computer into a suitable input 

on the amplifier (which offers enhanced sound quality) 
• by connecting the computer to an interactive white-board. To listen to the 

audio files you will need to have installed ‘Realplayer’ on your computer. 
This commonly-used software is easy to download from the internet if 
you do not already have it. There are instructions on how to do so at the 
BBC School Radio website: 

 
www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml 
 
Using the audio on demand service is just as flexible as using a prerecorded CD 
of the programmes. You are able to pause the programme whenever you wish 
and also scroll forwards and backwards through a programme to locate other 
sections or to listen to sections again. 
 
Focus objects: 
 
Focus objects have been a key resource provided by the Together Teacher’s 
Notes in the past. In these online Notes we have included suggestions for focus 
images by providing links to photographs on the internet. In all cases these 
images may be freely viewed and, in many cases, it is also fine to download 
them if you wish (please respect any copyright statements). 
 
We have provided details of the links to the focus images in the relevant 
information for each programme. The links are also available on the separate 
Together pages of our website. This enables you to display the focus object while 
playing the audio file of the programme (you are able to display any webpage 
while remaining connected to the audio). 
 
We have taken care to ensure that these images come from appropriate sources. 
However, please note that the BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites. 
 
We hope in this way to provide a resource that has all the benefits (and more!) 
of the hard-copy focus pictures provided in Teacher’s Notes booklets. 
 
Programme format: 
 
Each 15 minute programme contains: 
 

• a story or short drama 
• one song from either the Come and Praise song books or our collection 

called All about our school 
• voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged children 
• reflection and/or an opportunity for prayer 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml
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Preparation for using the programmes: 
 

• Create a sense of occasion and exploration by setting up a focus picture 
(either using the online resources included here or your own ideas) for 
pupils to think about during the programme. This will enhance their 
listening and concentration and provide further talking points. 

• Consider ways to make the use of the focus image more effective – e.g. 
by projecting it or by displaying it on an interactive whiteboard. 

• Shut out distractions by closing the curtains or dimming the lights. 
• Think about the seating arrangements (e.g. would a semi-circle or circle 

arrangement foster greater engagement). 
 
During the programme: 
 
Make the programme an interactive resource: 
 

• pause the programme to discuss the issues when you wish or when there 
is a ‘Time to Talk’ pause in the programme. 

• pause the programme before the songs to consider their content 
• pause the programme after the reflection and / or prayer to allow pupils 

to add their own thoughts 
• replay sections of the programme to allow pupils to gain greater 

familiarity with the material. 
 
Other resources for Collective Worship: 
 
The song books referred to in these notes are Come and Praise 1, Come and 
Praise 2 and All about our school. These song books contain a wealth of songs 
for use in assemblies. They’ve also been compiled to respond to the 
requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act, so the emphasis is on being 
broadly, but not exclusively, Christian. 
 
The song books are also accompanied by: 
 

• Come and Praise instrumental books. These contain the melody line, two 
melodic parts and a bass part. There are also guitar chords and 
suggestions for percussion. 

• Audio cassette and CD. There is a double cassette and CD available for 
each collection. They may be used to provide enjoyable listening or 
accompaniment for assemblies where no pianist is available. 

 
For copyright reasons we are not able to provide these resources in these notes 
or elsewhere on the School Radio website. However, they are available from: 
 
www.bbcactive.com/schoolshop 

http://www.bbcactive.com/schoolshop
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Unit 1 – Unsung heroes 
 
 
1: It’s an honour to help 
 
Themes: Recognising and identifying “unsung heroes” in the community who do 
good quietly and without expecting a reward, and how they make life better for 
everyone around them. 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: A medal for service. You can display a picture of an MBE by 
clicking on the link below: 
 
http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1279/753307826_da1685f6b7.jpg?v=0 
 
Programme content: 
 
VOX POPS: Children talk about a member of staff at their school who was 
awarded the MBE for services to education and how she helps and cares for 
them. In turn, she speaks about what it means to her to have received such a 
special award from the Queen. 
 
STORY: The Good Samaritan by Deborah Nash 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 1 no 70 - ‘Cross over the road’ 
 
REFLECTION: on what makes someone ‘an unsung hero’ 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• What is your idea of a hero? 
• Who are your heroes and why? 
• Have you ever heard the phrase ‘An unsung hero’ – what do you think it 

means? 
• Can you think of any unsung heroes at home or at school? 
 
Story synopsis: The Good Samaritan by Deborah Nash 
 
A re-telling of the Bible story in which a Samaritan travelling home to his family 
comes across a man lying in the roadway. The man has been robbed and is 
injured and, although he is eager to reach home, the Samaritan stops and tends 
the man’s wounds using the gifts he has bought for his wife and children. He lifts 
the man onto his donkey and takes him to a nearby inn, where he persuades the 
innkeeper to look after the man until he is well, and offers to pay for his care. 
 
The innkeeper wonders why he would bother, as the man is of a different race. 
In fact two other travellers at the inn, a priest and a Levite, had also seen the 
injured man lying by the roadside and had walked on by. Only the Samaritan 
decided that, even though he was of a different race, the injured man was 
worthy of his care. 

http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1279/753307826_da1685f6b7.jpg?v=0
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• At the end of the story the storyteller meets two people who saw the injured 

traveller but decided not to help. Why did they do that? What do you think 
they were thinking and feeling as they ‘walked on by’? 

• The Samaritan used the gifts that he’d bought for his family to help the 
wounded traveller. Was this a good use of them, did he do the right thing? 

• The innkeeper says ‘But haven’t you noticed, he is not one of us?’ and the 
Samaritan replies ‘He is also a man.’ What do you think about this? Should 
someone’s background and beliefs make a difference when they need help? 

• Are there times when you have been like the men who walked on by instead 
of stopping to help? 

 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Write or act out TV interviews with the Samaritan, the injured man and one 

of those who walked on by. 
• Write a poem from the point of view of the injured man lying on the ground, 

feeling his life ebb away under the hot sun as first one then two people walk 
on by, then one stops to help. 

• Create an ‘Unsung Heroes’ collage with examples of people who do things for 
which they receive little thanks or public recognition. 

 
Weblinks: 
 
More about the UK Honours system, with information on how to nominate 
someone from your community: 
 
www.honours.gov.uk/ 
 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.honours.gov.uk/
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2: Unsung heroes in wartime 
 
Themes: People who do good for others under difficult and dangerous 
circumstances; the story of Hitler’s Canary and Denmark’s involvement in World 
War II. 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: You can display a map showing the extend of Nazi 
occupation in Europe in 1942 by clicking on the link below: 
 
http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/images/1942euro.gif 
 
Programme content: 
 
STORY: Extracts from Hitler’s Canary by Sandi Toksvig, adapted by June Mitchell 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 2 no 141 - ‘Shalom’ 
 
REFLECTION: on risks people took to help one another during wartime and how 
we can help people around us today 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• Can you find Denmark on a map? 
• Have you studied World War II? What do you know about Hitler and the 

Nazis? 
• What kind of things did ‘resistance’ movements such as those in France and 

Denmark do during the Second World War? 
 
Story synopsis: Hitler’s Canary, part 1 by Sandi Toksvig, adapted by June 
Mitchell 
 
It is September 1942 and the German army has been occupying Denmark for 
nearly three years when Bamse’s older brother, Orlando, involves him and his 
friend, Anton, in his resistance activities. Bamse and Anton help him to steal a 
gun from a group of German soldiers in a restaurant, even though it puts Anton 
in particular danger as he is Jewish. Fortunately he is quick witted enough to get 
himself out of a difficult situation. 
 
On another occasion, Orlando sends Anton and Bamse to Copenhagen railway 
station to tape a newsletter under the carriage of a train bound for Sweden, 
where members of the resistance will collect it and pass the information on. 
Again they need to use their ingenuity to outwit the guards. 
 
You may feel it is important to stress the historical wartime context of this story, 
particularly in relation to the illegal and dangerous activities Bamse, his friends 
and family, undertake in occupied Denmark. 

http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/images/1942euro.gif
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• Why did people join the resistance and risk their lives when it was easier to 

keep quiet? 
• Why didn’t Orlando want Anton to talk to the German officers and why did he 

say ‘his hair is too dark’? 
• How do you think Bamse felt about joining the resistance? 
• Bamse and Anton helped to smuggle a newsletter to Sweden. Why was this 

important? What kind of news do you think it contained? 
• When Sandi Toksvig, who wrote ‘Hitler’s Canary’, once asked her father why 

the family had taken such risks, he said ‘Because it was the right thing to 
do’. What do you think he meant by this? 

 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Write a new adventure for Bamse and his friends. You can do this as a prose 

story or as an illustrated comic strip. 
• Imagine that you are a Dane just after the invasion; write a diary entry. 

What is it like to live in an occupied country with foreign soldiers in the 
streets? 

• Create an illustrated poster using the words of Shalom (Come and Praise 2, 
number 141). 

 
Additional information about this programme and weblinks: 
 
The story is taken from Hitler’s Canary by Sandi Toksvig, published by 
Doubleday ISBN-13: 978-0385608893 (Hardback); Corgi Childrens 978-
0440866626 (Paperback). It is based on real life events as told to the author by 
her father who was part of the Danish resistance movement. 
 
You can read extracts from the book at the Puffin Book Club website: 
 
www.puffin.co.uk/nf/shared/SharedDisplayTable/1,,214579_1,00.html  
 
For context on the invasion of Denmark see BBC History: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar/categories/c54647/ 
 
For another story of Danish resistance, see: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar/stories/14/a7614614.shtml  
 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.puffin.co.uk/nf/shared/SharedDisplayTable/1,,214579_1,00.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar/categories/c54647/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar/stories/14/a7614614.shtml
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3: Unsung heroes facing danger for others 
 
Themes: Occupation of Denmark by German forces during World War II, as 
depicted in the book Hitler’s Canary by Sandi Toksvig; taking personal risks to 
protect the lives and safety of others 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: You can set the context for the story by displaying an 
image of marching Nazi soldiers by clicking on the link below: 
 
http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0212881/solpara.jpg 
 
Programme content: 
 
VOX POPS:  pupils’ reactions to the story of Hitler’s Canary 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 1 no 65 - ‘When I needed a neighbour’ 
 
STORY: Extracts from Hitler’s Canary by Sandi Toksvig, adapted by June Mitchell 
 
REFLECTION: on who can be categorized as ‘heroes’ 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• Have you noticed any ‘Unsung Heroes’ in daily life over the past few weeks? 

Have you come across people who help others without expecting any 
recognition or reward? 

• Can you remember what happened in last week’s story? Who are Bamse, 
Orlando and Anton? 

• What do you know of Hitler’s persecution of Jewish people during World War 
II? 

 
Story synopsis: Hitler’s Canary, part 2 by Sandi Toksvig, adapted by June 
Mitchell 
 
In the second part of our adaptation from Hitler’s Canary, it is now 1943 and the 
Nazis are planning to round up Jews in Denmark and send them away to 
concentration camps. However, the plans are leaked and ordinary Danish 
families risk their lives to save their Jewish friends and neighbours. 
 
Bamse and his own family hide some Jewish friends in their home, by 
constructing a false wall to conceal them. His mother, a famous Danish actress, 
puts on a heroic act to deflect the German soldiers’ attention and they leave 
empty-handed. Their Jewish guests are later able to escape by boat and 
successfully make the crossing to Sweden where they will be safe. 

http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0212881/solpara.jpg
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• What jobs did Bamse’s mother and father do and how did their jobs help 

Jewish Danes to escape from Hitler’s persecution? 
• What does the word ‘Racism’ mean? 
• How can we combat racism today? 
• Do you consider Anton, Bamse and Orlando to be heroes? If so, what makes 

them heroes? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Find out more about the invasion of Denmark and the Danish resistance 

during World War II. Can you create a timeline from the beginning of the war 
to the end showing what happened in Denmark? 

• At the end of the story Anton reaches safety in Sweden. Can you write a 
letter from him to Bamse, telling his story? Could you send a secret coded 
message, perhaps in a magazine article? 

• Design your own book cover for Hitler’s Canary and write your own ‘Back 
Cover Copy’. 

 
Weblinks: 
 
Another story of a lucky escape from Denmark for a Jewish family: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar/stories/69/a4364769.shtml 
 
To play some of the sounds of World War II – e.g. air raid sirens, speeches, eye-
witness accounts – go to the School Radio World War II Audio Clips Library: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/history/worldwar2audioclipslibrary.shtml 
 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar/stories/69/a4364769.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/history/worldwar2audioclipslibrary.shtml


 
 

12 

     Together – Spring 2008 

 

 

Unit 2 – Family scrapbook 
 
 
4: Lent and carnival 
 
Themes: Family relationships and occasions; Lent and its tradition of giving up 
something or starting something new; carnival and its connection to Lent 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: An item of carnival clothing. You can display a colourful 
image of two children preparing for carnival by clicking on the image below: 
 
http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1279/1248077625_182c9fbe35_o.jpg 
 
Programme content: 
 
VOX POPS: children talk about their experiences of carnival 
 
STORY: The scrapbook by Trish Cooke 
 
SONG: All about our school no. 13 – ‘Together’. The words are available in these 
online Notes (see below) 
 
VOX POPS: children talk about what Lent means to them 
 
REFLECTION: thinking about what you could do for Lent 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• Have you ever been to a carnival? Can you describe what you saw and 

heard? What words would best sum up the experience of going to a carnival? 
• Have you heard of Lent? What do you know about this Christian season? 

Have you heard of Shrove Tuesday (Pancake day); what happens on that day 
and why? 

• Have you ever given up something (or tried to!)? 
• Can you understand why people might want to ‘abstain’ from (do without) 

some things for a while? 
 
Story synopsis: The scrapbook by Trish Cooke 
 
Jermaine is shortly to take part in his first carnival, and he isn’t really looking 
forward to it. His Mum takes him to Auntie Clara’s house for a costume fitting. 
When he tries the costume on, he begins to feel excited. Auntie Clara tells him 
about the carnivals she has been to, including the ones she went to when she 
was a girl in Dominica.  She explains what the word ‘carnival’ means and its 
connection with giving up something for Lent. Jermaine decides to give up 
something he really enjoys; at first he finds it difficult, but soon finds other 
things to occupy him, including making a scrapbook containing mementoes of 
his first carnival. 

http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1279/1248077625_182c9fbe35_o.jpg
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• Why do Christians have the season of Lent and what does it have to do with 

the tradition of Carnival? 
• What did Jermaine decide to give up for Lent? What do you think of his 

decision? 
• Are there things that you would like to give up? What are they and why 

would you like to do without them for a while? 
• Are there things that you would like to take up for Lent? 
• What is the point of giving something up or starting something new for Lent? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Design your own carnival costume. What will it be and why that particular 

design? 
• Write a poem called ‘Carnival’. Try to use carefully chosen words that give a 

sense of the atmosphere, sounds, sights and smell of a carnival. 
• Write about something that you would like to give up or start for Lent, and 

explain why you have chosen that particular thing. 
 
Weblinks: 
 
Information on the period of Lent: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/christianity/lent.shtml 
 
Information on the history of carnival: 
 
www.allahwe.org/History.html 
 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/christianity/lent.shtml
http://www.allahwe.org/History.html
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Together 
 
 

Work together, not alone 
Gather round and share a problem. 

Work together hand in hand, 
Gather round and work things out. 

 
‘Cos together, we can work it out together, 

We can ride the stormy weather, 
As long as we’re together we’re strong! 

 
There’s a setback, don’t despair, 

Gather round and share your feelings. 
Why just worry on your own? 

Gather round and work things out. 
 

‘Cos together, we can work it out together, 
We can ride the stormy weather, 

As long as we’re together we’re strong! 
 

If there’s trouble, big or small, 
Gather round and find an answer. 
If you stumble there’s a friend, 

Gather round and work things out. 
 

‘Cos together, we can work it out together, 
We can ride the stormy weather, 

As long as we’re together we’re strong! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Dave Corbett 
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5: Special places and occasions 
 
Themes: Families and family occasions; Lourdes and St Bernadette 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: You can display a picture of a shrine at Lourdes by 
clicking on the image below: 
 
http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2131/1855351122_b4e6a74e09.jpg 
 
Programme content: 
 
INTERVIEW: with writer, Trish Cooke, about the kind of stories she writes and 
what inspires her to write them 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 1 no. 30 – ‘Join with us’ 
 
STORY: Lourdes by Trish Cooke 
 
REFLECTION: on family and friends, and special places 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• Can you remember any big family get-togethers? What happens when your 

extended family (aunts and uncles, cousins, and family friends), meet up to 
share a meal? Do you play games; do different people do different things? 

• What is a shrine? Have you heard of any or visited any? 
• Do you know anybody with mobility difficulties, someone who uses a walking 

stick or frame or a wheelchair? 
 
Story synopsis: Lourdes by Trish Cooke 
 
Each Sunday Jermaine’s family gathers at his Gran’s small bungalow for dinner. 
Jermaine manages to escape from the crowd of aunts, uncles and cousins and 
notices a family album on his Gran’s bedside cabinet. He looks through the 
album and tries to identify the photographs of all the family members when they 
were younger. One family member, Uncle Paul, is easy to identify as he has 
been confined to a wheelchair for as long as Jermaine can remember. 
 
Jermaine tries to interrupt the family to ask questions about the album, but his 
Mum and his aunts are watching a film about St Bernadette and don’t want to be 
disturbed. Later Jermaine’s Mum tells him about Bernadette and Lourdes – how 
Bernadette is said to have seen visions of the Virgin Mary and how sick people 
have been healed by bathing in the water there. Jermaine thinks he might like 
to visit there and take Uncle Paul too. 

http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2131/1855351122_b4e6a74e09.jpg
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• How many different activities were going on in Gran’s house and which did 

Jermaine join in with? 
• Have you ever looked at old photos of your parents or carers when they were 

young? 
• Do you have a ‘special place’ where you like to go to be quiet and peaceful? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Create a ‘then and now’ collage showing photographs of people in your family 

as they used to be and as they are now. 
• Perhaps you (teachers!) could bring a picture of when you were young. If you 

collect enough you could hold a competition to see who you recognise! 
Number the photos and put them on a board. Then ask everyone to make a 
list of who they think the photos are of. 

• Write a poem or a paragraph about ‘My special place’. 
 
Weblinks: 
 
Information on St Bernadette 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A803431 
 
www.catholic-forum.com/saints/saintb06.htm 
 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A803431
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/saintb06.htm
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6: Mother’s Day 
 
Themes: Mothering Sunday 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: A mother’s day card or flowers. You can display an 
image of both by clicking on the image below; 
 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/174/424119999_f1714ef1de.jpg?v=0 
 
Programme content: 
 
VOX POPS: children talk about why we have Mother’s Day 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 2 no. 99 – ‘Love will never come to an end’ 
 
STORY: Mother’s Day by Trish Cooke 
 
VOX POPS: children talk about the kind of things they do for their mothers on 
Mother’s Day 
 
REFLECTION: on remembering special times spent with mothers and carers and 
ways of showing them appreciation, not just on Mother’s Day 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• What happens on Mothering Sunday (or Mother’s day) in your house? 
• What is the most important thing that your mother does for you? 
• What do you think would be the best thing you could do for your mother on 

Mothering Sunday; and throughout the year? 
 
Story synopsis: Mother’s Day by Trish Cooke 
 
Jermaine is getting under his Mum’s feet while she’s trying to do the housework. 
He finds her jewellery box which contains a strand of hair which she has kept 
from his first hair cut nine years ago. Jermaine persuades her to take a break 
from her chores to reminisce about when he was a baby, and asks her about her 
own childhood. Mum tells him he should ask his Gran. 
 
Later Gran tells him how she had to leave some of her children behind in 
Dominica when she came over to England and how her own mother had looked 
after them until they could all be reunited. Her story makes Jermaine think 
about how much he would miss his Mum if she were so far away, and he decides 
he should show her more appreciation. 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/174/424119999_f1714ef1de.jpg?v=0
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• Why do you think Jermaine’s mother kept some of his hair from when he was 

a baby? 
• Do you have special things that you keep to remind you of a certain person, 

place or time? 
• How did Gran feel about leaving her children behind in Dominica? Why did 

she do it? 
• Why did Jermaine offer to make his mum a cup of tea at the end of the 

story? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Imagine that you are Jermaine’s Gran back in the days when she had to 

leave her children Mary, Clara, Gloria and Joe behind in Dominica. Write a 
letter home to one of the children telling them about your new life in 
England. 

• Think about a special time that you’ve shared with your mother or another 
carer. Write a description of it, conveying why it was so special. 

• Design a Mothering Sunday card and write a short verse inside. What will you 
say to your mother, how will you let her know what she means to you? 

 
Weblinks: 
 
You can find background information about Mothering Sunday on the BBC 
website: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/motheringsunday_1.shtml 
 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/motheringsunday_1.shtml
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Unit 3 – Second chance 
 
 
7: A personal second chance 
 
Themes: Recognising opportunities to have a second attempt at putting 
something right 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: You can set the context for the story by displaying a 
picture of a parrot (click on the link below): 
 
http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1154/913138532_ccbc513382.jpg?v=0 
 
Programme content: 
 
STORY: The brave little parrot, traditional Buddhist tale re-told by Deborah Nash 
 
VOX POPS: children talk about their opinions of the characters in the story and 
their actions 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 1 no. 71 – ‘If I had a hammer’ 
 
REFLECTION: .on second chances, in relation to the characters in the story and 
our own personal circumstances 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• Have you ever had a second chance at something, perhaps in sport or school 

work? 
• Do you give your friends a second chance? Do you disagree and fall out and 

then make up and become friends again? 
• Loreto gets a kind of second chance right at the start of today’s programme – 

can you spot it? 
 
Story synopsis: The brave little parrot, traditional Buddhist tale re-told by 
Deborah Nash 
 
Sitting on their cloud, the gods are having fun tormenting the animals in the 
forest below. The most cruel of the gods then decides to spice things up a bit 
and sends down a bolt of lightning, which sets fire to a tree and spreads to the 
rest of the forest. The animals panic; only a little parrot keeps her head and 
knows what to do. 
 
While the animals to flee to the river, the little parrot tries to put the fire out by 
dipping her wings in the water and carrying it back to drop onto the flames. She 
perseveres in her task, in spite of getting her feathers scorched. The gods jeer at 
her, but the littlest god starts to admire her bravery. Finally he transforms 
himself into an eagle and flies to her side to advise her to save herself. However, 
she will not stop and the eagle is so moved and full of compassion that he weeps 
rivers of water that put out the fire and enable the forest to renew itself. 

http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1154/913138532_ccbc513382.jpg?v=0
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• Who do you think had a second chance in today’s story? 
• How did he come to get his second chance and what caused the river of tears 

to flow? 
• Can you think of any second chances in books you’ve read? Loreto mentioned 

second chances to be friends in the Harry Potter stories – can you think of 
any other examples? 

• Do you agree with the child in the programme who said that the gods in the 
story do not deserve to be gods because of their behaviour? 

 
ACTIVITIES: 

 
• Choose a scene from the story of The Brave Little Parrot and illustrate it in 

the most colourful way you can. How will you depict the gods, how will you 
show the rich foliage of the green forest and how will you illustrate the 
raging fire and the river of tears? 

• Create a flip book animation of the Brave Little Parrot flying, or if you have 
one, use a computer animation programme. 

• Keep a ‘second chance diary’. Try to give people second chances throughout 
the day by being friendly and helpful. 
 

Weblinks: 
 
You can find another version of the story in this programme at: 
 
www.healingstory.org/treasure/little_parrot/brave_little_parrot.html 
 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.healingstory.org/treasure/little_parrot/brave_little_parrot.html
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8: A risky second chance 
 
Themes: Taking a risk in order to survive; writer Jonathan Tulloch 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: You can display a village scene of the sort described by 
Jonathan Tulloch by clicking on the link below: 
 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/130/354982898_13ba320187.jpg?v=0 
 
Programme content: 
 
INTERVIEW: with writer, Jonathan Tulloch, about why he writes about Africa and 
the background to the story he’s written for Together 
 
SONG: All about our school no. 14 – ‘Chain of love’. The words are available in 
these online Notes (see below) 
 
STORY: Crossing the border, by Jonathan Tulloch 
 
REFLECTION: on the events in the story, how people who live in poverty 
sometimes have to take dangerous risks in order to survive and what we can do 
to help 
 
Pre-programme questions: 

 
• Think back to the story of Bamse and his friends and family that we heard in 

Hitler’s Canary at the start of term. What risks did they take for other people 
and why did they do so? 

• Have you ever crossed a border into a new country? Perhaps you’ve travelled 
by boat or plane and had to go through customs or perhaps you’ve been 
driven across a border perhaps into England, Wales or Scotland. What 
happened and what was it like? 

• Why might refugees in Africa try to cross from one country to another? 
 
Story synopsis: Crossing the border, by Jonathan Tulloch  
 
A young man leaves his sleeping family to brave the African forest at night in 
order to travel to the city to find food for his hungry brothers and sisters. The 
forest is not a safe place to be at night and he fears he is being followed by a 
wild animal, but it is only his friend, who accompanies him on his journey. They, 
and many others with them, manage to scramble on to a train which will take 
them up to the border. They follow an older man who guides them and helps 
them through the fence which forms the border. Luckily the long and dangerous 
journey proves worthwhile and the young man is able to return to his family with 
enough food for a few more weeks. 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/130/354982898_13ba320187.jpg?v=0
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 

 
• Why did the storyteller set out on his risky journey? 
• What were the dangers that the storyteller faced as he travelled to and then 

across the border? 
• Talk together about what you think will happen next to the storyteller and his 

family. How might the story continue? 
 

ACTIVITIES: 
 

• In the programme Loreto talked about how we can all make a difference by 
finding out more, mounting displays, preparing and presenting special 
assemblies or fund raising. Form an action committee to decide how you can 
best help the poorest people in our world and make a plan of action. 

• In his interview writer Jonathan Tulloch talked about Fair Trade goods. What 
do you know about fair trade and how can you find out more. 

• Here’s how the story ends: 
‘Ours is a long journey. There are many times when I give up hope. But the 
thought of Baby and the little ones waiting spurs me on, accompanies me to 
the city, lends me the strength and the cunning to find food, and brings me 
safely back again, bearing life in a plastic sack: enough food for a few more 
weeks.’ Write the next chapter of the story. What happens to the family? Is 
there another adventure for one or more of them? Does a charity help them, 
perhaps to set up a business or to move? You could write the story in the 
first person, from one character’s point of view as Jonathan did or as told by 
an outside narrator (third person) or even as a comic strip or movie script. 

 
Weblinks: 
 
Information about Africa Now, a charity finding ways to combat poverty working 
with local people: 
 
www.africanow.org/index.htm 
 
Information about the Fair Trade organization: 
 
www.fairtrade.org.uk/about_fairtrade.htm 
 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.africanow.org/index.htm
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/about_fairtrade.htm
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Chain of Love 
 
 

For the children of tomorrow 
We’ve got to make it a better place, 
Fill the world with love and laughter, 

Make a fresh start for the human race. 
 

Chain of love, chain of love, 
Circle the world with a chain of love, 

Chain of love, chain of love, 
Circle the world with a chain of love. 

 
No more war and no more hunger 

No more jealousy and hate, 
Say goodbye to greed and sadness, 

Make a change now or it’ll be too late. 
 

Chain of love, chain of love, 
Circle the world with a chain of love, 

Chain of love, chain of love, 
Circle the world with a chain of love. 

 
Middle eight 

Circle the world, circle the world, 
Circle the world, circle the world. 

 
Doesn’t matter where you come from 
Doesn’t matter where you’ve been, 
Different race or creed or colour, 

We are the same underneath our skin. 
 

Chain of love, chain of love, 
Circle the world with a chain of love, 

Chain of love, chain of love, 
Circle the world with a chain of love. 

 
 
 

© Soo Beer 
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9: Creating a second chance for the community 
 
Themes: Making sacrifices and working together for the common good; renewal 
and resurrection 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: The Phoenix rising from the ashes: 
 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/103/366651327_9c8850930d.jpg?v=0 
 
Programme content: 
 
STORY: The Phoenix by Brian Sibley 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 1 no. 1 – ‘Morning has broken’ 
 
REFLECTION & VOX POPS: .on the story of the Phoenix, being given a second 
chance to put things right and succeeding against the odds. About self-sacrifice 
and giving time and effort to help others. Link to the Christian story of Easter 
and Jesus rising from the dead. 
 
Pre-programme questions: 

 
• Have you ever heard of the mystical bird, the Phoenix? Where have you 

heard about it and what happened in the stories you’ve read or heard? 
• Have you seen or heard of any real life forest fires (perhaps think back to the 

terrible fires in Greece in the summer of 2007)? Can forest fires ever be a 
good thing? 

• See World Wildlife Fund website: 
www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/problems/forest_fires/index.cfm 

• In today’s story humans begin to cut down the forest where the animals 
have lived for generations. Why might people do this and what are the 
effects on nature? 

 
Story synopsis:  The Phoenix by Brian Sibley 
 
The last remaining Phoenix is a fantastic bird ruling over a forest, which has so 
far escaped the notice of humankind. But then men arrive and start to chop 
down the trees and hunt the animals and birds, who decide to ask the wise and 
powerful Phoenix to help them. On hearing of their plight, the Phoenix says 
nothing but enigmatically flies off, apparently leaving them behind. 
 
However, the Phoenix has set off on a long journey to collect oils, herbs and 
spices from the many countries it visits. On its return to the forest, to the horror 
of the animals and birds who are waiting for its help, it is shot down by the men 
and held prisoner. To their amazement the Phoenix doesn’t struggle, but flaps its 
wings releasing the scent of the herbs, oils and spices it has collected on its 
journey, until it sets fire to itself. The men flee, never to return, but as rain falls 
and puts out the flames, there’s just a pile of ashes remaining where the 
Phoenix had been. The animals and birds are distraught that it died to save 
them, but then the Phoenix suddenly rises from the ashes and the forest begins 
to renew itself. 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/103/366651327_9c8850930d.jpg?v=0
http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/forests/problems/forest_fires/index.cfm
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 

 
• Why did the Phoenix have to go on its long journey? 
• Why did the Phoenix allow itself to be caught? 
• What happened to the forest at the very end of the story? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Design a film poster for the story of The Phoenix? How will you attract 

people’s attention to the story and make them want to go to see it? Think 
about the look of the poster and also any words that it may contain. Many 
films have a strap line (of descriptive text) that entices people to go to the 
film. Examples are: ‘Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets: Something 
evil has returned to Hogwarts’ or ‘Lord of the Rings 3: The journey ends.’ 

• Can you write a strap line for a movie of The Phoenix? 
• In the programme children talked about getting a second chance, like the 

phoenix rising from the flames. Write a story called, ‘A second chance for…’ 
(put in the name of your main character). 

• Take a look at the lifecycle of a frog – for an illustration you could click on: 
www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/amphibians/label/froglifecycle/label.GIF 
Can you create a lifecycle diagram for the mystical Phoenix showing its death 
and rebirth? 
 
Weblinks: 
 
Information on the Phoenix: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A442711 
 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/amphibians/label/froglifecycle/label.GIF
http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A442711
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10: A second chance to belong 
 
Themes: Different types of second chances; belonging; Easter 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS OBJECT/IMAGE: A candle. You can display a picture of a candle by 
clicking on the links below: 
 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/125/319445168_21aa2e187e.jpg?v=0 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/178/461285463_e02e0bb602.jpg?v=0 
 
Programme content: 
 
VOX POPS: children talk about times when they’ve been given a second chance 
 
STORY: The Easter Candle by Arthur Scholey 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 1 no. 43 – ‘Give me oil in my lamp’ 
 
REFLECTION: .on different kinds of second chance and the happiness they can 
bring, and thinking about Easter and the second chance that Jesus’ death on the 
Cross brought to Christians all around the world 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• Who had second chances in the stories we’ve heard so far in this unit of 

programmes and what happened to them: 
• The Brave Little Parrot 
• Crossing the Border 
• The Phoenix? 

• Why do Christians celebrate Easter? What is the Easter story? 
• Today’s story features a candle maker. Candles are often used in churches 

and they create a special atmosphere. What kind of atmosphere or feeling do 
you think these kinds of light give: 
- campfire light 
- soft evening light 
- bright light 
- candle light 
- sunset 
- twilight 
- darkness? 

 
Story synopsis: The Easter Candle by Arthur Scholey 
 
Old Lazaros, a retired candle-maker, lives a hermit-like existence, avoiding all 
contact with other people. One day he has a young visitor, Fano, who wants to 
order a candle for Easter. Lazaros remonstrates that he doesn’t make candles 
any more and tries to send him away, but then Fano mentions that it’s for his 
grandmother, Elena, who has recently died. He tells Lazaros that Elena always 
used to say that Lazaros made the best candles. Lazaros remembers Elena from 
his childhood, when he used to play with her and Andrea, who later became his 
wife and who died a long time ago. 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/125/319445168_21aa2e187e.jpg?v=0
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/178/461285463_e02e0bb602.jpg?v=0
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On the day before Easter Lazaros still hasn’t made the candle, but when Fano 
comes to remind him, he remembers Elena’s words about him being the best 
candle-maker and is spurred into action. When Fano returns, he is delighted with 
the candle that Lazaros has made and invites him to the church service to see 
his candle lit. 
 
In church Lazaros reflects on the Easter story and how sad Jesus’ followers felt 
after his death and then how happy they were after he rose from the dead. After 
the service Lazaros is welcomed back into the community and is eventually 
persuaded to accept Fano’s invitation to go back with him and his family to their 
house. 
 
After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• The old candle-maker in the story was called Lazaros. There’s a story in the 

Bible about Jesus and a friend of his called Lazarus. You can find the story in 
the Gospel of John, Chapter 11. Can you see any connection between the two 
men? 

• Why did Lazaros lock himself away and give up making candles? 
• Why was the light passed around from person to person in the church as 

each candle was lit? What do you think this symbolised or was meant to 
show? 

 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Can you create an atmospheric picture of an old candlelit church, showing 

the light and shadows? You could use different media to create the effects 
you want such as dark paper for the main picture, pinpricks for the candle 
light and tracing or tissue paper to represent coloured glass. Then hold your 
picture up to the light to view it. 

• If you can, make your classroom dark, and light some candles. Talk about 
the story by candlelight. Does this make any difference to what you say and 
how you say it? 

• Write a poem called ‘Lazarus and the Light’, expressing Lazarus’ journey from 
darkness to light. 
 

Weblinks: 
 
The story of Lazarus from the Bible: 
 
www.hymns.me.uk/80-the-resurrection-of-lazarus-bible-story.htm 
 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 
 

 

http://www.hymns.me.uk/80-the-resurrection-of-lazarus-bible-story.htm

