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Introduction
Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of material 
from a wide range of cultural and religious sources, 
including Christianity, contributes to the pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

What is the value of using Together?

• It is a ready-made resource for Collective 
Worship that can help your school to fulfill the 
statutory requirement for a daily act of Collec-
tive Worship; material is of a ‘broadly Christian 
character’, reflecting the ‘broad traditions of 
Christian belief’.

• It encourages individual and community 
responses, from a sense of celebration to 
thoughtful reflection.

• The programmes encourage pupils to think 
about issues and to share their experiences.

• It includes the voices of junior age pupils 
speaking for themselves.

• It can be used with large or small groups of 
pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and 
teachers from a range of backgrounds to partici-
pate in the programmes. A mixture of songs, reflec-
tions and prayers allows pupils to respond to what 
they have heard in their own way.

Using the programmes and these Teacher’s 
Notes:

The programmes in this series are available to 
download from these Notes or from the School 
Radio website. The Together series as a whole 
is available to subscribe to as a podcast. If you 
subscribe to the series your computer will auto-
matically search for each new episode when you 
connect to the internet, ensuring that you never 
miss a programme.

Programmes are also available as audio on 
demand. The audio on demand is a reliable 
service that allows you to listen to the programme 
‘streamed’ over the internet via the BBC iplayer. 
Previous series of Together remain available this 
way for a period of 5 years.

However, we would recommend that you download 
each programme using the podcast service, rather 
than use the audio on demand service. Downloading 
the programme means you can avoid the risk of ‘buff-
ering’ during playback and is the most reliable means 
of acquiring the programmes.

Focus images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided 
by the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these Notes we 
have provided focus images which you can display 
be clicking on the image.

The images are displayed on separate web pages 
without any additional page information, so you do 
not need to worry about displaying any distracting or 
unsuitable material.

We assume that many teachers will continue to wish 
to provide their own focus objects and the suggestions 
for images we’ve provided are often a good starting 
point when considering which objects to collect.

Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:

• A story or short drama
• One song from either the Come and Praise song 

books or our collection All about our school 
• Voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged 
      children
• Reflection and/or an opportunity for prayer

Preparation for using the programmes:

• Create a sense of occasion and exploration by 
setting up a focus picture (either using the online 
resources included here or your own ideas) for 
pupils to think about during the programme. This 
will enhance their listening and concentration and 
provide further talking points.

• Consider ways to make the use of the focus  
image more effective - eg by projecting it or by 
displaying it on an interactive whiteboard.

• Shut out distractions by closing the curtains or 
dimming the lights.

• Think about the seating arrangements (eg a semi-
circle or circle arrangement foster greater  
engagement).

1
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During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:

•  Pause the programme to discuss the 
 issues when you wish.
•  Pause the programme before the songs  
 to consider their content.
•  Pause the programme after the reflection
 and/or prayer to allow pupils to add their  
 own thoughts.
•  Replay sections of the programme to     
 allow pupils to gain familiarity with the 
 material.

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are 
Come and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All 
about our school. These song books contain a 
wealth of songs for use in assemblies. They’ve also 
been compiled to respond to the requirements of 
the 1988 Education Reform Act, so the emphasis 
is on being broadly, but not exclusively, Christian.
The song books are also accompanied by:

• Come and Praise instrumental books. 
These contain the melody line, two me-                                                                                                                                   
lodic parts and a bass part. There are                                                                                                                                              
also guitar chords and suggestions for 
percussion. 

• CD. There is a double CD available for each 
collection. They may be used to provide 
enjoyable listening or accompaniment for 
assemblies where no pianist is available. 
For copyright reasons we are not able to 
provide these resources in these Notes or 
elsewhere on the School Radio website. 
However, they are available from Pearson 
Schools and Colleges.

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems
from the children are particularly welcome.
Please use the Contact us link from the website.
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Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content: 

Feature: Gemma talks listeners through five
popular spices they may have tasted but not
know the name of, including curry leaves,
tamarind and black cardamon.

Song: ‘While we live we learn’ (All about our school, 
no 3)

Story: Durga story by Kate Stonham

Reflection: Children are asked to consider
their favourite dish and whether there is an
ingredient or spice in it that especially appeals to 
them.

Pre-programme questions:

• How would you describe the word spice?
• What spices can you name? And where do you 

think they come from?
• Indian / Pakistani / Bangladeshi food is full of 

spice. Why do you think that is?
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• What words describe traditional British food? 
Do the same for Asian food.

Story synopsis:

Durga story by Kate Stonham

Mahishasura is a demon who is feared by
everyone. But he longs to be powerful too. He
pretends to be a devoted worshipper and tricks. 
Lord Brahma into granting him his wish: that he 
will be the most powerful demon, so strong that 
no man and no god can defeat him. None that is 
except Durga, a warrior goddess, whose bravery 
in confronting Mahishasura is an inspiration to all.

After the story:

• What was Mahishasura’s wish?
• Why did Brahma grant Mahishasura his wish?
• What did Mahishasura do as a result?
• How did Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva defeat 

Mahishasura?
• This is an important story for Hindus but 

Durga can inspire bravery for all of us. What 
do we need to be brave for this week?

Follow-up activities:

• Set each child the challenge of creating an 
acrostic using the word ‘spice’ to describe 
South Asian food.

• Get the children to work together in groups 
todraw a spice map. On a world map draw the 
locations of various spices from around the 
world. You may want to use the internet for 
research and pictures of the spices.

• Working in pairs give children the task of 
creating a world food menu with 5 options 
of starter, main course and desert. It should 
include pictures, descriptions, price and spice 
level 

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

Festivals
1. Navratri

http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrky.mp3
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrky.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2017_autumn_01.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05d6v0h
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l73zp
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Story synopsis:
 
Huan Jing has everything a man could hope for 
except peace of mind. He is plagued by the memory 
of a monster that might take everything from him 
in the blink of an eye. So he goes in search of help 
and learns from a wise man by the name of Fei 
Changfang that he needs more than just strength to 
defeat the monster. He learns wisdom and together 
with his strength defeats the creature.

After the story:

• Why wasn’t Huan Jing happy at the beginning of 
the story?

• What was the name of the old man who helped 
him?

• What three things did he need to defeat the 
monster?

• Why didn’t using just the sword work?
• On what date and how do people remember 

Huan Jing?

Follow-up activities:

• In groups of 3/4 ask children to discuss and then 
draw up an illustrated mindmap of all the things 
that lead to a well balanced life? (They could 
propose the time that should be spent on each 
thing in a week / day if you’d like more detail.)

• Working in the same groups ask the children to 
do a study of ‘Yin foods’ and ‘Yang foods’

• and to propose a good diet (including cooking 
styles) for a weekend. Ask them to put together 
a presentation and to present each one to the 
class.

• Working alone ask each child to think about one 
thing that they need to do a little less of in their 
life in order to bring more ‘balance’.

• Ask them to illustrate it in one half of the Yin and 
Yang circle. In the other half let them illustrate 
something that they could do a little bit more of 
to bring balance.

• 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content: 

Song: ‘You’ve got to move’ (Come and Praise, no 
107)

Story: The Legend of Huan Jing by Rob John

Reflection: Children reflect on whether their
lives are in balance and if not, what they could
do to bring more balance to their own lives or the 
lives of their friends.

Pre-programme questions:

• What do you think ‘Yin and Yang’ mean?
• If I say ‘you live a well balanced life’ what do 

you think I mean?
• Why is it good to have things ‘in balance’?
• Do you think your life is in balance?

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

2. Chinese Double Ninth 
Festival

http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrm6.mp3
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrm6.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2017_autumn_02.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05d6v9l
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l76yv
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 Click on the image to display a large version if you are 
connected to the internet

Programme content: 

Interview: with a Jewish family as they prepare for 
Sukkot by building and decorating their ‘Sukkah’

Song: ‘The building song’ (Come and Praise 1, no 
61). Verses 1 and 2 only.

Story: Escape from Egypt by Sue Reid

Reflection: On why it’s good to give thanks for all 
the things that we have and remember those who 
do not have the same

Pre-programme questions:

• Have you heard of the festival of Sukkoth? What 
do you know about it?

• Have you ever been camping, spending time in 
a tent? What are the good things about camping 
and are there any less enjoyable aspects?

• Would you like to live in a tent for years or is it 
good to come home at the end of a camping 
trip?

• Can you think of three things that it is good to 
stop and think about and give thanks for?
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Story synopsis:
The story begins in Egypt late at night. Ishmael, the 
son of an Israelite slave, overhears his father telling 
the other men that tonight Moses will lead them 
from Egypt to the ‘Promised Land’. Unknown to 
them he had slaughtered a sheep and daubed 
some of it’s blood on the door post earlier that day. 
He told them it would keep them safe. The others 
didn’t understand, but it soon it would become 
clear...

The Israelites are excited to be free, but after days 
of trudging in the wilderness they become weary 
and question Moses’ faith that they will reach the 
‘Promised Land’.

As they reach a sea suddenly, in the distance, they 
see Egyptians soldiers chasing after them. They are 
stuck with nowhere to go. Then, Moses raises his 
staff and the waves before them roll back, revealing 
a path to safety between two great walls of water...

After the story:

• In the story the Jewish people are slaves in 
Egypt. What is a ‘slave’ and how does slavery 
differ from having a job?

• How many times had Pharaoh promised to let 
the Jewish slaves go? Why do you think he 
didn’t keep his promise?

• What happened at the end of the story? How 
did Moses lead his people to safety even though 
the Egyptians on horseback had caught up with 
them?

Follow-up activities:

• Imagine that you are one of Pharaoh’s slaves. 
What do you think your life would be like? What 
would your daily activities be? How early would 
you start work? How long would you work? 
Imagine your thoughts in the few moments 
before you sleep and write these down as your 
reflections on your life as a slave.

• Working in groups of three or four improvise 
a scene where Moses asks Pharaoh for the 
seventh time to let his people go free. One of 
you will be Moses and another Pharaoh. What 
will he say to them about the situation? In your 
drama, how will you show the power and wealth 
of Pharaoh? How will he talk to Moses and to 
his own advisors?

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

3. Sukkot

http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrmh.mp3
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrmh.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2017_autumn_image_03.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05d6vm6
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l7877
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Click on the image to display a large version if you are 
connected to the internet

Programme content:

Voxpops: children talk about whether it’s ok to lie 
and consider the value of telling the truth. 

Song: ‘God knows me’ (Come and Praise, no 15)

Story: The honest cherry tree chopper by Jeff Capel 

Reflection: Children are asked to imagine what a 
world without truth would look like and to consider 
why telling the truth is important. 

Pre-programme questions:

• Is there ever a time when it’s ok not to tell the 
truth? If so why? 

• Why is it sometimes hard to tell the truth? 
• Can you think of a time when you told the truth 

in a difficult situation? What happened as a 
result?

Story synopsis:

A traditional story about the first president of the 
United States. We hear how a young George 
Washington is delighted to receive an axe for his 
sixth birthday. (George grew up on a plantation so 
such a gift is perhaps not so inappropriate!) George 
enjoys chopping through weeds and brambles but 
he also, without understanding the significance of 
his actions, chops through his father’s favourite 
cherry tree. When his father discovers what has 
happened he is furious and summons the family 
servants to discover who he should punish. When 
he asks his son whether he knows anything about 
what has happened, George owns up to his act, 
choosing to tell the truth in this hard situation. His 
father’s response is pride and joy...he tells George 
that his honesty and courage at telling the truth are 
far more important to him than his cherry tree.

After the story:

• How do you think George felt when confronted 
by his father?

• Do you think he could have got away with it if 
he’d lied? Would this have been a good route to 
take? Why?

• What lesson did he learn that day?
• Do you think that lesson helped him in later life?

Follow-up activities:

• In groups of 5/6 re-enact the story of George 
Washington, using only sounds and actions, 
(no words). Act out the story with two possible 
endings: i) with George lying and ii) as the story 
is told.

• In the same groups, design an advert to 
encourage people to always tell the truth no 
matter what. It could be a poster, a radio or TV 
advert or whatever you wish.

• Play a version of the game, ‘Call my bluff’ where 
3 volunteers read out the meaning of a word 
- two fictional but one is true. The rest of the 
class, which is split into 2 teams, has to figure 
out which one.

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

Working together
4. Truth

http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrn2.mp3
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrn2.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2017_autumn_04.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05d6vvl
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Story synopsis:

Anton Cole is a very talented dancer. He loves to 
dance and as a result joins a dance group called 
‘Steptastic.’ We hear about the lessons he has 
to learn to be a performer of ‘Steptastic’ and how 
working as a team actually makes him a better 
dancer. The story ends with him showing that he 
understands the importance of valuing every team 
member. 

After the story:

• What was it that got in the way of Anton being a 
great member of Steptastic?

• What did he do to make this better?
• Are there things that get in the way of you being 

a good team member? What are they?

Follow-up activities:

• Have two equal sized rugs and get half the class 
to stand on one and the other half to stand on 
the other. The object of the game is to turn the 
rug over from one side onto the other without 
stepping off it. Encourage everyone to listen and 
co-operate!

• Organise the children into groups of 4-6 and 
set each group the task of acting out a kitchen 
appliance using their bodies and appropriate 
sounds. Each group then performs to one 
another so that everyone else can have a go at 
figuring out what they were acting. Highlight the 
importance of teamwork in this. (You could get 
each child to perform their part alone to show 
how it only makes sense when they’re part of a 
team.)

• In the same groups get the children to think of 
all the people who help make the school operate 
smoothly on a day to day basis, (the staff team). 
Assign to each group one of the mentioned staff 
members and get them to devise a creative way 
of saying thank you, perhaps through a card, a 
performance or a trophy. Create an opportunity 
for the children to put this into action.

5.Teamwork

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:

Voxpops: children talk about what makes a good 
team member and share their thoughts on working 
as part of a team
 
Song: ‘Together’ (All about our school, no 13)

Story: The dance troupe by Jeff Capel
 
Reflection: listeners are asked to consider how 
they can make themselves a better team member.

Pre-programme questions:

• When have you worked as part of a team? 
What was it like?

• Is teamwork important? Why?
• What are some of the difficulties and benefits 

of being part of a team?
• What do you think makes a good team 

member and why?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05d6vy4
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l7brn
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrnx.mp3
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrnx.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2017_autumn_05.jpg
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Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:

Voxpops: Children talk about how they met their 
friends and offer some advice on what makes a 
good friend
 
Song: ‘Being a friend’ (All about our school, no 8)

Story: How Robin Hood met Little John by Jeff 
Capel 

Reflection: Time is given to consider what we like 
about our friends and what we can do to be a better 
friend. Also we explore what we can do to grow 
a friendship or how we might extend the hand of 
friendship to someone today. 

Pre-programme questions:

• Who are some of your closest friends?
• Can you remember your first conversation with 

them or perhaps how you first met?
• Make a list of some qualities that you think make 

a good friend.
• Is there one quality that you can improve on to 

make yourself a better friend?

Story synopsis:

Little John reminisces, telling us the story of how 
he and Robin Hood first met. The two men both 
arrive at a narrow bridge together and when nei-
ther would allow the other to pass they decided to 
fight with their staffs on the bridge. After John had 
knocked Robin into the river Robin signaled for his 
men to come out, (they had previously been hid-
ing). It was then that Little John realised that this 
man was indeed Robin of Loxley and that he was 
a man of honour to fight one on one. And so, this 
was the start of a great and famous friendship.

After the story:

• What do you think about how Little John and 
Robin Hood first met?

• What was it about Robin Hood that made Little 
John think he was someone that could be a 
good friend?

• Do you think Robin Hood and Little John would 
be friends if Robin had involved all his friends 
from the beginning? Why?

Follow-up activities:

• What do you think Robin Hood and Little John 
talked about on the way back to camp? Write 
out a conversation that you think they might 
have had. In pairs, share your conversations 
and decide on one to proceed with. Spend a 
few moments in rehearsal and then perform 
these to the rest of your class.

• Find someone in the class that you don’t know 
very well. Tell them one true statement about 
yourself and two made up statements. They 
have to guess which is true and which is false 
before telling you theirs.

• Design a poster advertising for a new friend. 
On it, list all the characteristics that you think 
would make a good friend.

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

Friendship
6. New friends

http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrpl.mp3
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrpl.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2017_autumn_06.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05d6w48
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Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:

Voxpops: Children discuss what it means to be a 
loyal friend and why it’s important
 
Song: ‘Who put the colours on the rainbow?’ 
(Come and Praise, no 12)

Story: Yudisthira at Heaven’s Gate by Rachel 
Boxer 

Reflection: The listeners are encouraged to 
consider the effects and challenges of loyalty. 
They are also asked to think about whether they 
have broken anyone’s trust recently and if so, what 
amends that they can make.

Pre-programme questions:

• What is loyalty? 
• Why do you think it’s important? 
• Make a list of people that have shown you 

loyalty. 
• What difference does knowing that they are 

committed to you make?

Story synopsis:

Yudisthira at Heaven’s Gate by Rachel Boxer 

King Yudisthira sets off on the long journey from 
this world towards the Celestial City. On his way 
he meets a stray dog who chooses to follow him. 
Along the way Yudisthira’s wife and four brothers 
die, but the stray dog remains faithful throughout. 
At the Celestial City gates Yudisthira is told to 
leave the dog and enter but he refuses. The dog 
has been faithful to him so he will show him the 
loyalty he deserves. As a result the dog reveals 
himself as Dharma the god of righteousness and 
they all enter and Yudisthira is reunited with his 
wife and four brothers. 

After the story:

• Why was Yudisthira so committed to the stray 
dog?

• What would have been the easiest thing for 
Yudisthira to do at the city’s gates?

• How was his loyalty rewarded?
• If true friendship needs trust and time to de-

velop, should we only show loyalty to those 
friends that we’ve known a long time?

Follow-up activities:

• Write a list of everything that you feel loyalty 
towards, including specific friendships, sport, 
music, etc. Draw a circle and arrange the list 
within the circle in order of importance, where 
the centre of the circle is most valued.

• Is there anything you can do to express your 
loyalty towards these things more appropriate-
ly?

• Arrange the children into groups of 5/6 and 
set them the task of creating a scenario where 
someone betrays someone else’s trust. Get 
them to act this out and then the same situation 
but with the person acting loyally.

• Ask the children to take a moment to process 
the range of emotions that they experienced. 
Consider how loyalty and trust have an impact 
on everyone around them.

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

7. Staying friends

http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrq7.mp3
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrq7.mp3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05d6x0z
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04l7k6z
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2017_autumn_07.jpg
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Programme content:

Voxpops: The programme starts with light banter 
from children’s rival football teams and later children 
discuss what they think about the phrase ‘love your 
enemy.’

Song: ‘Build up’ (All about our school, no 12)
 
Story: Why Frog and Snake never play together by 
Rachel Boxer 

Reflection: Listeners are encouraged to consider 
three questions: i) are there people that I don’t get 
on with? ii) when and how did that situation arise? 
iii) is it a good situation or is it time to make things 
better? 

Pre-programme questions:

• Do you think it’s possible to get along with 
everyone?

• If I say the word ‘enemy’ what and who does it 
make you think of?

• What do you think of the phrase, ‘love your 
enemy?’

Story synopsis:

Why Frog and Snake never play together by 
Rachel Boxer 

Frog and Snake meet on the forest floor one morn-
ing and happily play together all day. At the end 
of the day they go their separate ways and return 
home. On hearing about their new friends, both 
parents strongly caution them not to play with each 
other. Snake’s mother encourages Snake to eat 
Frog rather than play with him. Frog’s mother warns 
her son of Snake’s poison and explains that snakes 
are bad news. Both children follow their parents’ 
advice and as a result remain alone, occasionally 
remembering their one day of fun together. 

After the story:

• How did Snake and Frog feel about each other 
before speaking to their parents?

• Why did their parents take such a negative view 
of their friendship?

• Do you think Snake and Frog could have al-
ways been friends if they didn’t follow through 
on their parents’ advice?

• Have you ever been given advice about not 
being friends with certain people?

• How does the phrase “love your enemy” affect 
that advice?

Follow up activities: 

• Write an alternative ending for the story of 
Snake and Frog, (still including the parents’ 
advice).

• In groups of 4/5 devise a story, similar in con-
tent to Snake and Frog, yet set in a modern 
day context. Act out your story in just 4 freeze 
frames and perform it to the rest of the class.

• In pairs design and create a table top statue 
that represents the phrase ‘love your enemy.’

Click to download 
the programme 
immediately

8. Love your enemy

http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrsn.mp3
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrsn.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2017_autumn_08.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05d6xcc
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Programme content:

Voxpops: Children talk about what they eat at
Christmas time and when they eat their main
meal

Song: ‘All together as a family’ (All about our 
school, no 15)

Story: The story of Wenceslas by Gordon
Lamont

Reflection: Children reflect on both Wenceslas
and Jesus and how they cared for the poor. 
Listeners are also challenged to remember those in 
need during festive season.

Pre-programme questions:

• What will you be eating on 25 December?
• If you celebrate Christmas, what’s your favourite 

Christmas food?
• Do any of you know what ‘Thanksgiving’ is?
• Do you think it matters what we eat at Christmas 

and other festivities? If so, why?

Story synopsis:

The story follows King Wenceslas and his servant 
Emil as they share Boxing Day evening together. 
Emil quickly learns that Wenceslas is a king who 
not only cares for the poor but enjoys their company 
and defines what it means to be good.

After the story:

• How did Emil feel when the King called for him?
• What’s another name for Boxing Day? (The 

Feast of Stephen or St Stephen’s Day)
• What was it that the King said that Emil remem-

bered? (Never let fear of others rule your heart 
boy, that is where all hatred begin.)

• Why did Emil call him good?

Follow up activities:

• Working alone, get each child to prepare a pic-
ture menu of the best festive meal ever.

• Arrange the children in groups of 3 or 4 people 
who eat roughly the same food on 25 Decem-
ber. Get them to put a map together of where 
their festive food comes from using pictures, 
arrows and a map. Get the children to present 
to each other so that they can appreciate the 
variety of food that people will be eating across 
the UK.

• Set the same groups the challenge of what 
they could do for those who don’t have much 
this Christmas. Ask them to brainstorm and 
put together a poster and presentation to pitch 
for ‘charity action’ from the class. The winning 
group’s proposal could then become part of a 
class pre-Christmas mission.

Click to go to the 
series download 
page

Christmas
9. Turkey and other treats

http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrt3.mp3
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrt3.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2017_autumn_09.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05d6xwc
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Programme content:

Voxpops: Children share where they travel to
at Christmas, who they are going to see and the
means by which they will get there

Song: ‘Mary had a baby’ (Come and Praise, no 
123) 

Story: Ruth the Innkeeper’s Dog by Gordon
Lamont

Reflection: Children take a moment to think
about the special journey that first Christmas and 
reflect on how they feel on a journey.

Pre-programme questions:

• Are any of you going away this holiday season?
• Where are you going and to see who?
• What’s the furthest that some of you have been 

before and why did you go there?
• How do you feel when you go on a journey?
• How do you think Mary and Joseph felt when 

they went on the long journey to Bethlehem?

Story synopsis:

Ruth is the dog of Daniel - the innkeeper - and
she’s a bit smarter than him too. She spots a
tired-looking couple with a baby due any minute
at the door of the inn. She leads them round the
back of the inn to a stable and introduces them
to all her friends. Later a baby boy is born to the
couple; however, in all the excitement caused by
singing coming from teh sky, Ruth forgets to find
out what the baby’s name is.

After the story:

• How would you describe Ruth the innkeeper’s 
dog?

• What journey did she take in the story? (The 
journey towards Mary and Joseph and round 
the back to the stable)

• How was that journey important?
• Do you think Mary and Joseph expected to stay 

the night in a stable? How do you think they felt 
about it?

Follow-up activities:

• Ask each child to write a story about a journey 
that they’d like to go on one day. Ask them to 
include details about an interesting mode of 
transport that they took and to mention what 
they learnt on the journey.

• Arrange the children into pairs and get them 
to remember two journeys that they’ve taken 
in the past. Ask them also to make up a story 
about a journey that they’ve taken. They should 
tell each other their stories and the partner then 
guesses which ones are true and which one is 
false.

• Arrange the children into groups and set them 
the task of creating a treasure hunt journey 
around the classroom. The objective of the 
treasure hunt is that the person taking it discov-
ers something new.

Click to download  
the programme 
immediately

10. The Christmas journey

http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrvc.mp3
http://open.live.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/5/redir/version/2.0/mediaset/audio-nondrm-download/proto/http/vpid/p05gfrvc.mp3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/2017_autumn_10.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05d6yd7
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