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Introduction
Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of material 
from a wide range of cultural and religious sourc-
es, including Christianity, contributes to the pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

What is the value of using Together?

• It is a ready-made resource for Collective 
Worship that can help your school to fulfill the 
statutory requirement for a daily act of Collec-
tive Worship; material is of a ‘broadly Christian 
character’, reflecting the ‘broad traditions of 
Christian belief’.

• It encourages individual and community 
responses, from a sense of celebration to 
thoughtful reflection.

• The programmes encourage pupils to think 
about issues and to share their experiences.

• It includes the voices of junior age pupils 
speaking for themselves.

• It can be used with large or small groups of 
pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and 
teachers from a range of backgrounds to par-
ticipate in the programmes. A mixture of songs, 
reflections and prayers allows pupils to respond to 
what they have heard in their own way.

Using the programmes and these Teacher’s 
Notes:

New programmes from Autumn 2016 onwards 
are available as downloads (‘podcasts’) following 
transmission. This means that you can download 
each programme (for free) as an mp3 file, for 
playback either from a computer or from an mp3 
player, such as an iPod. If you subscribe to the 
series your computer will automatically search for 
each new episode when you connect to the inter-
net, ensuring that you never miss a programme.

Programmes are also available as audio on 
demand. The audio on demand is a reliable 
service that allows you to listen to the programme 
‘streamed’ over the internet via the BBC iplayer. 
Previous series of Together remain available this 
way for a period of 5 years.

However, we would recommend that you download 
each programme using the podcast service, rather 
than use the audio on demand service. Download-
ing the programme means you can avoid the risk of 
‘buffering’ during playback and is the most reliable 
means of acquiring the programmes.

Focus images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided 
by the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these notes we 
have provided focus images which you can display 
be clicking on the image.

The images are displayed on separate web pages 
without any additional page information, so you do 
not need to worry about displaying any distracting or 
unsuitable material.

We assume that many teachers will continue to wish 
to provide their own focus objects and the sugges-
tions for images we’ve provided are often a good 
starting point when considering which objects to 
collect.

Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:

• A story or short drama
• One song from either the Come and Praise song 

books or our collection All about our school 
• Voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged 
      children
• Reflection and/or an opportunity for prayer

Preparation for using the programmes:

• Create a sense of occasion and exploration by 
setting up a focus picture (either using the online 
resources included here or your own ideas) for 
pupils to think about during the programme. This 
will enhance their listening and concentration 
and provide further talking points.

• Consider ways to make the use of the focus  
image more effective - eg by projecting it or by 
displaying it on an interactive whiteboard.

• Shut out distractions by closing the curtains or 
dimming the lights.

• Think about the seating arrangements (eg a 
semi-circle or circle arrangement foster greater  
engagement).

1



School Radio  © BBC 2016www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:

•  Pause the programme to discuss the 
 issues when you wish.
•  Pause the programme before the songs  
 to consider their content.
•  Pause the programme after the reflection
 and/or prayer to allow pupils to add their  
 own thoughts.
•  Replay sections of the programme to     
 allow pupils to gain familiarity with the 
 material.

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are 
Come and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All 
about our school. These song books contain a 
wealth of songs for use in assemblies. They’ve 
also been compiled to respond to the require-
ments of the 1988 Education Reform Act, so the 
emphasis is on being broadly, but not exclusively, 
Christian.
The song books are also accompanied by:

• Come and Praise instrumental books. 
These contain the melody line, two me-                                                                                                                                   
lodic parts and a bass part. There are                                                                                                                                              
also guitar chords and suggestions for 
percussion. 

• CD. There is a double CD available for 
each collection. They may be used to pro-
vide enjoyable listening or accompaniment 
for assemblies where no pianist is avail-
able. For copyright reasons we are not 
able to provide these resources in these 
Notes or elsewhere on the School Radio 
website. However, they are available from 
Pearson Schools and Colleges.

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems
from the children are particularly welcome.
Please use the Contact us link from the website.
ww.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/contactusform

2
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1. New beginnings
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043kvhf

FOCUS IMAGE: 
 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content: 

Voxpops: Children share some of their thoughts and 
concerns about starting school
Song: All about our school - no.2: ‘Back in school 
again’
Story: New beginnings by Deborah Nash
Interview: Teachers talk about times when they 
started a new job and the worries and concerns they 
had
Reflection: on thinking about ‘new beginnings’, 
the worries and concerns they bring, as well as the 
exciting opportunities and challenges   

Pre-programme questions:

• What can you do to make sure this school year is 
memorable and enjoyable?

• If you have new pupils that have moved into 
your class, what can you do to to make them feel 
welcome and settled?

• Think about the first time you started school. 
How did you feel? Is there anything you would do 
differently? What advice would you give to new 
students starting school this year?

Story synopsis:

As the start of the new school year approaches 
both Robin and Mr Duffy are nervous about 
starting their new school. Robin has moved from 
the country to the city and is not looking forward 
to starting Year 6. Mr Duffy is the new teacher of 
Year 6 ‘Diamond’ class and is hoping they live up 
to their name. 

Disaster strikes on their first day. Mr Duffy gets 
locked in the toilet, forgets the way to his new 
classroom and has to be escorted by Mr Skelton. 
On their way they pick up Robin, who is also lost 
and looking for the same class. Mr Duffy and 
Robin have a laugh about the situation and feel 
relieved they are new together.

As the week progresses Robin continues to feel 
he will never fit in or belong. Meanwhile, Mr Duffy 
decides to get to know the class better and sets 
them a writing exercise about their hobbies. Robin 
impresses everyone with his presentation and he 
starts to feel like he is settlng. In the end, both 
Robin and Mr Duffy realise that they could really 
like their new school.

After the story:

• Where did Robin move from to attend his new 
school?

• What was the name of Robin’s class?
• What was Robin’s favourite hobby? 
• Why did he like his favourite hobby? 

Follow-up activities:

• Discuss together your experiences of joining 
school on your first day. You may have written 
about this in a diary entry - how did you feel?

• Write a presentation about the dos and don’ts 
of a first day at school. You could do this as 
a presentation or even as a short play where 
some of you could play the part of a new child, 
students who are already at the school and 
teachers. 

• Each group can present their presentations 
to the whole class - and then eveyone can 
discuss what lessons can be learned from 
welcoming new people into a group and the 
importance of helping people feel settled in a 
new school or class.

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/img/together/together_2016_autumn_image_06.jpg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_autumn_image_01.jpg
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Story synopsis:

Sally is getting ready to go to a Harvest Festival at 
her local church. Her mum and dad have been busy 
at work during the week, so they have not had time 
to go shopping for food to donate to the church. 
Mum suggests taking Sally’s chocolate cereal and 
her dad suggests some vegetables from the garden 
but Sally says no as she would fel embarrassed.

At the church they see other people donating their 
food. Sally gets talking to a local woman, Samira, 
who tells her how the food donated once helped her 
when she struggling. Sally rushed home to collect 
her cereal and the vegetables and returns with them 
in time for the service. Sally is happy to know the 
vegetables she picked will be used by the chef to 
cook the church dinner.

After the story:

• What was the name of the festival that Sally was 
attending at her local church?  

• What cause was the church going to donate the 
food?

• Which vegetable did Sally pick from her garden 
to donate to the church?

Follow-up activities:

• Find out more about what the Harvest Festival is 
and how it is celebrated by different people.

• In groups, think of different fruits and vegetables 
you can grow in the garden. What would do you 
to grow them? How often would you need to 
check on them?

• Think about one fruit or vegetable that you can 
grow in your garden - what are the steps that 
you need to take?

2. Festivals - Harvest
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043kwrw

FOCUS IMAGE: 

• 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content: 

Story: The Harvest Festival by Rose Heiney
Song: Come and Praise, no. 133: ‘I planted a 
seed’
Vox pops: children talk about the food that they 
enjoy on special occasions like birthdays and other 
celebrations
Interview: An organic farmer gives tips about how 
to grow your own fruit and vegetables
Reflection: on giving thanks for the food we like 
to eat, being able to share it with other people and 
being aware of the needs of others

Pre-programme questions:

• What do you know about harvest festivals? 
Why do we hold them and what kinds of things 
happen at them? How many different types 
of harvest thanksgiving from different cultures 
and religions do you know about?

• Have you ever heard of the Hindu festival of 
Navratri? Do you know anything about it?

• On what occasions do you share ‘special 
food’ with your family and friends - festivals, 
birthdays, holidays for example?

• What do you especially like to eat on these 
occasions?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043kwrw
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_autumn_image_02.jpg
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3. Festivals - Yom Kippur
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043kxv8

FOCUS IMAGE: 

 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content: 

Story: Jonah and the Whale by Nicki Grischotti
Song: ‘Come and Praise, no. 141: ‘Shalom’
Voxpop/Feature: Children talk about what Yom 
Kippur is
Reflection: on giving thanks for the food we like 
to eat, being able to share it with other people and 
being aware of the needs of others less fortunate 
than ourselves

Pre-programme questions:

• Have you ever heard the story of Jonah and the 
Whale? What do you know about it?

• What does the word ‘sacrifice’ mean? 
• What might you have to sacrifice to help other 

people? Have you ever given up something you 
wanted to do or have in order to help others?

Story synopsis:

Jonah is the messenger for God. He is ordered 
to go to Ninevah to tell people to stop being bad - 
otherwise their city will be destroyed. Jonah does 
not want to take God’s message - so he boards a 
ship heading in the other direction!

There is a terrible storm during the voyage and 
Jonah tells the crew the reason for it is that God is 
angry with him. The crew throw Jonah overboard 
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and the storm subsides ... but Jonah is swallowed 
by a whale! 

Inside the whale, Jonah reflects on what he has 
done and realises he needs to go to Ninevah to 
deliver God’s message. The whale burps and out 
comes Jonah! He travels to Ninevah and delivers 
the message to the King. He is also sorry and God 
forgives him as he believes Jonah has learned a 
valuable lesson.

After the story:

• What was the name of the city God asked Jonah 
to travel to?

• What kind of ship did Jonah decide to travel on?
• How long did Jonah feel he was in the whale’s 

stomach?
• Which river did Jonah walk along to get to the 

city? 

Follow-up activities:

• Write a menu for your ideal celebration meal. 
Who would you eat it with and what would be 
the perfect place for it?

• Research some of the traditional foods that 
Jewish people eat during New Year - do some of 
the meals eaten symbolise something?

• How do some of the foods eaten by Jewish 
people at New Year compare to foods eaten 
during Christmas, Eid or Diwali celebrations?

• Visit a local church, temple or mosque to find 
out about food and faith. In what ways are they 
linked and what are the special occasions for 
each faith in which food plays an important part?

• Yom Kippur is a time to think about the past and 
look ahead to the future; it’s a time for saying 
sorry and for trying to put right things that have 
gone wrong. Saying sorry is not always easy 
to do. Have you ever said sorry for something 
you’ve done, or has someone said sorry to you? 
Talk about saying sorry as a class and then 
design a poster that explains why saying sorry 
is a good thing to do. The poster needs to be 
bright with a simple message.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043kxv8
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_autumn_image_03.jpg
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4. Festivals - Diwali
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043kzd2

FOCUS IMAGE: 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Story: Rama and Sita by Rachel Boxer
Song: Come and Praise, no. 114: ‘Flickering 
candles in the night’
Voxpops/Feature: Children talk about the festival of 
Diwali and how it is celebrated
Reflection: on the triumph of good over evil, 
standing up for what you think is right, and also the 
significance of light in many festivals

Pre-programme questions:

• What is a ‘festival’ - can you think of any 
festivals that you enjoy? What happens at them 
and what do you like best about them?

• What does Diwali mean to you? Do you 
celebrate the festival? Do you know people who 
do and what do you see around you at Diwali 
time?

• Have you ever heard of the story of Rama and 
Sita? What do you know about it?

Story synopsis:

The king of Ayodhya had four sons by three 
different wives and the eldest, Rama, is married to 
a beautiful princess, called Sita. The king decides 
to hand the throne to Rama ... but his wife, who is 
the mother of the youngest son, Bharat, has other 
plans. She had once saved the king’s life and, as a 
reward, the king had granted her any wish.

She now uses that wish to insist that Bharat is made 
king and that Rama and Sita are sent away for 14 
years. The king reluctantly agrees and Rama and 
Sita, together with another brother, Lakshman, are 
banished to the forest. After they have been living 
there peacefully for some time, Sita is abducted by 
the demon king - Ravana - and imprisoned on his 
island kingdom of Lanka.

When Rama realises what has happened he goes 
in search of Sita. He is helped by Hanuman, the 
monkey-king, and after many years of searching 
they find the island where Sita is imprisoned. There 
is a fierce battle in which Rama kills Ravana and 
rescues Sita. Their 14 year exile is now over and 
they return home to great rejoicing. In celebration 
the people of Ayodhya decorate their houses with 
garlands of flowers and light small lamps in their 
windows to guide Rama and Sita home. 

After the story:

• Why did the king of Ayodhya send Rama and 
away?

• Can you describe Ravana, the demon king?  
How did he trick Sita?

• How did Rama find Sita and who helped him?
• How did Rama get on to Ravana’s island and 

how did he rescue her?
• How did the people of Ayodhya celebrate Rama 

and Sita’s return home?

Follow-up activities:

• Choose one moment or scene from the story 
of Rama and Sita and make a picture of it. First 
think about the best way (medium) to show your 
scene. If it is one featuring Sita’s jewels you 
might like to make it out of shiny and glittery 
things. Or you might depict a battle scene using 
cut-out black figures on a bright background. 
You could arrange things so that different people 
or groups tell their own part of the story and then 
put them all together to create a display showing 
the whole tale.

• Diwali is a time for looking forward and hoping 
for good times and health for friends and family. 
Can you create a greeting card for Diwali or any 
festival? You’ll need to design the outside and 
the inside and think about the words as well as 
the pictures. You could design on paper or on a 
computer.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043kzd2
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_autumn_image_04.jpg
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5. Making a difference - 
Thomas Barnardo
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l07k

FOCUS IMAGE: 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Story: Carrots by Sue Reid
Song: Come and Praise, no. 68: ‘Kumbayah’
Vox pops: Children talk about times when they 
helped someone
Interview: A spokesperson from the charity 
Barnardos talks about the life and legacy of Thomas  
Barnardo, including his influence on the work the 
charity does today
Reflection: on the life and work of Thomas 
Barnardo, comparing what we have in relation to 
destitute Victorian children and being grateful for 
what we have today.

Pre-programme questions:

• What do you know about life for children 
in Victorian times - for child workers, about 
schooling and about ‘street children’?

• Have you ever heard of Thomas Barnardo? 
Do you know what he did and why he is still 
remembered today? What organisation did he 
found (start)? Do you know anything about the 
organisation’s work today?

• Do you know of any charities that help children? 
What are they called and how do they help?

Story synopsis:

The story is told from the point of view of 
Thomas Barnardo, who describes the horror and 
hopelessness of the lives led by ‘street children’ 
living on the streets of Victorian London. Barnardo 
decides to open an orphanage so that the children 
have somewhere safe and secure to spend the 
night. 

One day he visits Billingsgate Market before dawn 
to hand out ha’pennies to the children huddled 
amongst the barrels and crates and to choose 
the first five boys for his ‘home’. It’s a hard task to 
choose just five boys, especially as he has to turn 
away a particularly needy-looking boy nicknamed 
‘Carrots’. 

Barnardo promises to return the following week and 
offer Carrots a place. However, a few days later 
Carrots is found dead on the streets. The tragic 
event prompts Dr Barnardo to vow that no child will 
ever be turned away from his home again.  

After the story:

• Where did the homeless children seek refuge?  
• Why were the children living on the streets and 

how did they survive?
• How many boys could Dr Barnardo take on that 

first day and what was he offering to them?
• What did Dr Barnardo promise Carrots?
• What vow did Dr Barnardo make and why did he 

make it?

Follow-up activities:

• In small groups, research what life would have 
been like in Victorian London. How does it differ 
from today? What sorts of things did people 
have then that we do not use today? 

• Charities do all sorts of things to raise aware-
ness for particular causes. In small groups, pick 
one charity and do a presentation in front of your 
teacher outlining the aims of your new charity. 
What would you do to raise awareness of your 
charity?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l07k
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_autumn_image_05.jpg
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6. Making a difference - Irena 
Sendler
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l2x7

FOCUS IMAGE: 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Vox pops: Children talk about what they do on 
Remembrance Day
Interview: Rev Nigel McCulloch from the Royal 
British Legion talks about the importance of 
remembrance at this time of year
Story: Jam Jar Children by Rob John
Song: Come and Praise, no 85: ‘Spirit of peace’  
Reflection: on standing up to bullying and knowing 
who to turn to if either we or someone we know is 
being bullied. Being tolerant, caring and treating 
others as we would like to be treated ourselves.

Pre-programme questions:

• What are the best ways to deal with bullying; if 
you are being bullied yourself or if you know or 
suspect that someone else is being bullied?

• When people are bullied because of their beliefs 
or the group that they belong to, we call it per-
secution. Can you think of any groups that are 
persecuted either today or throughout history?

• What do you know about the Second World War 
and the persecution of Jewish people by the 
Nazis?

Story synopsis:

During the Second World War, one very brave and 
inspirational lady called Irena Sendler from War-
saw, Poland, coordinated a secret team of brave 
helpers to save the lives of 2500 Jewish chil-
dren. They smuggled the children out of ghettos, 
changed their names and found them new families 
to live with. 

Irena kept a list of the real names of the all the chil-
dren, hoping one day when the war was over, she 
could take them back to their families. She kept the 
list hidden in a jam jar and buried it in her garden.

One day Irena was caught and 12 soldiers 
searched her house for the list. But they couldn’t 
find it and Irena kept quiet, choosing death before 
she would give up the children. On the day she 
was due to be shot, a guard who had been paid by 
her supporters helped her escape. Irena changed 
her name, got a new identity card and continued to 
save the lives of countless children.

After the story:

• Think about how how difficult it must have been 
for Irena to co-ordinate and save the life of all 
those children. What do you think conditions 
were like in those times?

• How were some of the children smuggled out 
of the ghettos?

Follow-up activities:

• Create a timeline of the main events of World 
War 2. Use pictures and simple sentences to 
get your message across.

• Research and present a short presentation 
about why Remembrance Day is celebrated all 
around the UK. You could use videos, pictures 
and text to highlight things you may find inter-
esting.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l2x7
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_autumn_image_06.jpg
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7. Making a difference - Guru 
Nanak
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l4n8

FOCUS IMAGE: 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Feature: Children at a Gudwara talk about the 
Sikh religion and beliefs 
Story: The story of Guru Nanak by Rachel Boxer
Song: All about our school, no 13: ‘Together’
Reflection: about life changing experiences, 
having ideas and turning them into something 
positive.

Pre-programme questions:

• Do you know where India is - and the Punjab -  
where Sikhism began and many Sikhs still live. 
Refer to a map or globe.

• Have you heard of Guru Nanak? What do you 
know about him?

• Have you ever been worried when someone 
has failed to turn up when you expected them?

Story synopsis:

The story is set more than five hundred years ago 
in the part of India now called the Punjab.

Nanak goes down to the river to wash. He is 
about thirty years old, married to Sulkhani, and 
has two young sons and a good job with the local 
government. But something happens to him at 
the riverbank. His family wait and wait but Nanak 
does not return. His wife sends out a search party;  
they even dredge the river, but there is no sign of 
Nanak.

Then, after three days he returns but he is silent 
about what has happened to him. Finally he an-
nounces, ‘There is neither Hindu nor Muslim’ (his 
way of explaining his ideas of equality between 
people). He explains that he feels that he has been 
with God who has told him to leave his job and 
spread the word of peace. Thus he founds the Sikh 
religion with this simple message: ‘What matters is 
how we live our lives - whether we’re kind and gen-
erous to those we meet and whether we do what is 
good. It’s as though we are brothers and sisters to 
one another, all equally important in God’s eyes.’

After the story:

• Think about how Nanak’s family and friends felt 
at key moments in the story: when he set off 
to wash, when he didn’t come back, while they 
searched for him, his return and silence, his 
announcement of what God had said to him.

• The word ‘Guru’ means ‘teacher’. Apart from 
teachers in school, can you think of anyone 
you would call a modern day Guru?

• Although others called him ‘Guru’ Nanak pre-
ferred simply to call himself ‘Nanak Das’, which 
means ‘God’s servant’. Why do you think he 
preferred this title?

• 
Follow-up activities:

• Retell the story by creating a picture book for 
young children. You’ll need clear pictures and 
short simple sentences to get the story across.

• Write a paragraph or poem called My Guru, 
about someone you admire who you think is a 
great ‘teacher’ or helper or people. It might help 
to start by thinking about heroes.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l4n8
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_autumn_image_07.jpg
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8. Making a difference - 
Florence Nightingale
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l61r

FOCUS IMAGE: 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Song: All about our school, no 16: ‘I am special’
Vox pops: children talk about people who are an 
inspiration to them
Story: The Lady with the Lamp by Rob John
Reflection: on the life and work of Florence 
Nightingale, carrying on the legacy of the 
inspirational people

Pre-programme questions:

• Who are your heroes? What does it mean if we 
call someone ‘an inspiration’?

• Have you heard of Florence Nightingale? What 
do you know about her?

Story synopsis:

A young solider, Private Browning, is in the British 
Army during the Crimean War. He sustains injuries 
and is sent to Scutari to receive treatment. He is 
reluctant to go as he has prior experience of the 
terribel conditions at the hospital. However when he 
arrives he is amazed to find how different it is: fresh 
air, clean beds and the care of nurses where previ-
ously there had been rats and the smell of drains - 
conditions ideal for the spread of disease.

Browning speaks to another patient who tells him a 
lady called Florence Nightingale is responsible for 
the change. He describes how formidable Nightin-
gale is - even the army officers are in awe of her.

One night, Browning sees a figure approaching him 
with a lamp. She comes to the side of his bed and 
tells him that he’ll get better soon. In the morning 
he wonders if it was a dream, but the soldier next 
to him says Florence Nightingale really did visit him 
and that if she said he was going to get better then 
that is what will happen.

After the story:

• How do you think Private Browning felt when he 
was sent out to war?

• Talk about the emotions of the other characters 
within the story at different points -  eg Florence 
Nightingale, her nurses, the other soldiers, etc.

• How did Florence make a difference to the 
hospital where she worked and the people who 
came into it?

• How do you think Private Browning felt when he 
saw that Florence was ill?

Follow-up activities:

• Visit the Florence Nightingale Museum web-
site. You can find images of the medicine chest 
that Florence took with her to the Crimea as 
well as many other artefacts from her life and 
times. Ask children to describe how things have 
changed from Florence Nightingale’s time. You 
could make ‘Then and Now’ charts or posters 
using the images you find in the museum, or 
other things connected with the story - eg hospi-
tals then and now.

• Find out more about the different occupations 
of people who look after us - eg dentists, opti-
cians, chiropodists, etc. If you have any parents 
connected with one of these jobs, invite them 
in to answer questions about their job. Children 
could prepare questions to ask them.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l61r
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/together_2016_autumn_image_08.jpg
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9. Christmas - a time for 
giving
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l7dk

FOCUS IMAGE:

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Programme content:
 
Vox pops: children talk about how they help others 
at Christmas time
Interview: We speak to a charity about what they 
do at Christmas time to help people in difficulty
Song: Come and Praise, no 118: ‘Candle in the 
window’
Story: The Little Match Girl by Sue Reid
Reflection: on how Christmas is a happy time full 
of excitement for many but also a difficult time for 
others. Being thankful for what we have and thinking 
of how we can help those in need at this time.

Pre-programme questions:
• What do you think of when you hear the word 

‘Christmas’? What kinds of feelings do you have 
when you think about it?

• Can you think of any people who might find 
Christmas to be a difficult time of year?

• What can you do to help other people at this 
time of year?

Story synopsis:

The story takes us to Denmark on the eve of the 
new year and into the life of a young girl trying to 
make a little money selling matches to passers-by.

After one of her slippers is stolen, the girl sits down 
by a big house belonging to a rich merchant. Soon 
a delicious smell of roasted goose wafts down from 
the house and the little girl feels hungrier and colder 
than ever. So she lights three matches, each time 
imagining something truly fabulous.

By the third match she is reminded of her beloved 
grandmother and sees her standing smiling in front 
of her. As the match dies, she lights the remainder 
of the packet and is transported into the most happy 
and wonderful place flying up into the sky in the 
arms of her grandmother. The next morning the little 
girl is found frozen cold with a contented smile on 
her face.

After the story:

• How did the Little Match Girl try to make money 
and why was she frightened of going home?

• What visions did she see when she lit the 
matches one by one?

• Do you think the story has a happy ending?
• What do you think that Hans Christian Anders-

en, the writer of the story, is trying to get people 
to think about?

Follow up activities:

• Write a story or a poem about a time when 
you’ve helped someone. What did you do? Did 
you help this person alone or did you get some 
help?

• Christmas can be a busy time. Devise a plan to 
see how you can help your family or friends to 
make things easier. You could plan to help your 
parents do the Christmas shopping, decorate 
the Christmas tree. If you are going away with 
your family, you could help to pack suitcases.

• In the story the Little Match Girl was a very poor 
child from the past. In many parts of the world 
today, children still live in poverty. Do some re-
search into the lives of poor children - anywhere 
in the world. Work in groups, with each group 
taking a different continent and then present 
your findings to the whole class.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l7dk
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10. Christmas - a time for 
celebrating
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l8j5

FOCUS IMAGE: 

Click on the image to display a large version if you 
are connected to the internet

Picture credit: Anneli Salo

Programme content:
 
Vox pops: children talk about how they celebrate 
Christmas at school
Feature: children give us some traditonal facts we 
may not know about Christmas
Story: The Salvation Army and its music by Rob 
John
Song: Come and Praise, no 122: ‘Christmas 
Christmas’
Reflection: on the inspirational story of the 
Salvation Army and how music can draw people 
together and remind us what is special about 
Christmas.

Pre-programme questions:

• What songs do you particularly like singing at 
this time of year?

• What music do you like to listen to at Christmas 
time? Are there any tunes or songs that put you 
right in the ‘Christmas spirit’?

• Have you heard of the Salvation Army? What 
does it do and what connection does it have with 
music?

Story synopsis:

It’s the week before Christmas and Joe is heading 
into town to spend the £5 his grandmother had 
given him on chocolate. He walks past a Salvation 
Army band playing in the high street. He stays 
and watches the band performing and just as he’s 
enjoying the music, a group of boys turn up and 
start to mock the band by making loud noises and 
being rude. The band ignores them and starts to 
play even louder. The boys eventually get bored 
and disappear.

The story then goes into the history of the Salvation 
Army and how William Booth started the movement 
some 150 years ago. At the end of the story, a 
Salvation Army collector comes to Joe rattling his 
collection tin. Joe puts his hands in his pocket and 
donates his £5 to the collection instead of going to 
the shop to buy chocolate. 

After the story:

• How would you feel if you saw a Salvation Army 
band playing and somebody tried to disturb 
them?

• Why did William Booth set up a church called 
the Salvation Army and what kind of music do 
the bands play?

• What did Booth call his members?
• Approximately how many bands are there 

around the world?

Follow-up activities:

• If you had £5 like Joe, what would you do with 
it? Think about different activities you could do: 
you might want to donate it to charity; you may 
want to buy a gift for somebody who may not 
receive a Christmas present this year; you may 
also want to bake something for your school 
Christmas party - what ingredients would you 
need? Would you need to buy all of them for 
£5 or do you have some ingredients at home or 
school you could use?

• Visit a Salvation Army centre and find out more 
about what they do - especially at Christmas 
time when they have various charity appeals. 
How does their music reach out to people?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p043l8j5
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