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Introduction
Together and Collective Worship:

Together’s thematic approach and use of material 
from a wide range of cultural and religious sourc-
es, including Christianity, contributes to the pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

What is the value of using Together?

• It is a ready-made resource for Collective 
Worship that can help your school to fulfill the 
statutory requirement for a daily act of Collec-
tive Worship; material is of a ‘broadly Christian 
character’, reflecting the ‘broad traditions of 
Christian belief’.

• It encourages individual and community 
responses, from a sense of celebration to 
thoughtful reflection.

• The programmes encourage pupils to think 
about issues and to share their experiences.

• It includes the voices of junior age pupils 
speaking for themselves.

• It can be used with large or small groups of 
pupils.

Is Together suitable for all pupils?

Great care has been taken to allow pupils and 
teachers from a range of backgrounds to par-
ticipate in the programmes. A mixture of songs, 
reflections and prayers allows pupils to respond to 
what they have heard in their own way.

Using the programmes and these Teacher’s 
Notes:

Programmes are also available as downloads or 
podcasts for 60 days following transmission. This 
means that you can download each programme 
(for free) as an mp3 file, for playback either from a 
computer or from an mp3 player, such as an iPod.

If you subscribe to the series your computer will 
automatically search for each new episode when 
you connect to the internet, ensuring that you 
never miss a programme.

Programmes are also available as audio on de-
mand. The audio on demand is a reliable ser-
vice that allows you to listen to the programme 
‘streamed’ over the internet via the BBC iplayer. 

However, we would recommend that you download 
each programme using the podcast service, rather 
than use the audio on demand service.
Downloading the programme is the most reliable 
means of acquiring the programmes for playback.

Focus images:

Focus objects have been a key resource provided 
by the Together Teacher’s Notes. In these notes we 
have provided focus images which you can display 
be clicking on the image.

The images come direct from the BBC and appear 
as individual photographs without any additional 
page information - so you do not need to worry 
about displaying any distracting or unsuitable mate-
rial.

We assume that many teachers will continue to wish 
to provide their own focus objects and the sugges-
tions for images we’ve provided are often a good 
starting point when considering which objects to 
collect.

Programme format:

Each 15 minute programme contains:

• A story or short drama
• One song from either the Come and Praise song 

books or our collection All about our school 
• Voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged chil-

dren
• Reflection and/or an opportunity for prayer

Preparation for using the programmes:

• Create a sense of occasion and exploration by 
setting up a focus picture (either using the online 
resources included here or your own ideas) for 
pupils to think about during the programme. This 
will enhance their listening and concentration 
and provide further talking points.

• Consider ways to make the use of the focus  
image more effective – eg by projecting it or by 
displaying it on an interactive whiteboard.

• Shut out distractions by closing the curtains or 
dimming the lights.

• Think about the seating arrangements (eg a 
semi-circle or circle arrangement foster greater  
engagement).

1
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During the programme:

Make the programme an interactive resource:

•  Pause the programme to discuss the 
 issues when you wish.
•  Pause the programme before the songs  
 to consider their content.
•  Pause the programme after the reflection
 and / or prayer to allow pupils to add their  
 own thoughts.
•  Replay sections of the programme to     
 allow pupils to gain familiarity with the 
 material.

Other resources for Collective Worship:

The song books referred to in these notes are 
Come and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 and All 
about our school. These song books contain a 
wealth of songs for use in assemblies. They’ve 
also been compiled to respond to the require-
ments of the 1988 Education Reform Act, so the 
emphasis is on being broadly, but not exclusively, 
Christian.

The song books are also accompanied by:
• Come and Praise instrumental books. 

These contain the melody line, two me-                                                                                                                                   
lodic parts and a bass part. There are                                                                                                                                              
also guitar chords and suggestions for 
percussion. 

• CD. There is a double CD available for 
each collection. They may be used to pro-
vide enjoyable listening or accompaniment 
for assemblies where no pianist is avail-
able. For copyright reasons we are not 
able to provide these resources in these 
Notes or elsewhere on the School Radio 
website. However, they are available from 
BBC Active.

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems
from the children are particularly welcome.
Please use the Contact us link from the website.
ww.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/contactusform

2
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Unit 1: I can do it... 

1: New year, new challenge

FOCUS IMAGE:

Click on image to display a large version
What can the children tell about the statue? What is 
the boy holding? What game might he be playing? 
Why is he dressed the way he is? 
Programme content:
Story: The story of William Webb Ellis by Rob John.

Song: ‘Welcome’ – Come and Praise Beginning, no: 
15

Vox pops:  some listeners tell us what they enjoyed 
about their summer break and what their goals are for 
the coming year.

Interview: with one of the England Women’s Rugby 
World Cup winners, Emily Scarratt

Reflection: on new challenges and setting goals for 
the year ahead.

Pre-programme questions:
What was the ‘highlight’ of your last year at school?
• What are you looking forward to about this new 

academic year?
• Are there any challenges that seem daunting?
• What’s the biggest challenge you’ve faced so far? 

How did you overcome it?
• Why are some challenges harder to overcome 

than others?
• What do you know about the game of rugby? 

Story synopsis: 
Jake is on the way to watch a rugby match and 
(like many boys of his age!) has lots of ques-
tions for his dad. One question, though, about 
the Webb Ellis Cup, leads to his dad telling the 
story of how a young boy, not much older than 
Jake, was thought to have invented the game of 
rugby (or at least the characteristic of running with 
the ball) at his school, after which the game was 
named. 
After the story:

• What do you think Jake was most looking for-
ward to about going to the rugby with his dad?

• What do you think Jake’s dad was most look-
ing forward to?

• Would there be anything they might be wor-
ried about?

• Why do you think that Jake had so many 
questions?

• Why do you think there were so many differ-
ent versions of the game of football in William 
Webb Ellis’s day?

• What do you think William disliked about foot-
ball?

• Are there rules about any game that you’d like 
to change? What?

• What do you think happened in the game that 
Jake went to watch.

Follow-up activities:

• Find out more about the life of William Webb 
Ellis. What period of history was he born in 
and what other events would have happened 
within his lifetime?

• Write a newspaper article detailing the advent 
of the new game of rugby. Include some ‘pub-
lic opinion’, based on what you think people 
‘on the street’ might have been saying.

• Plan and produce a flyer advertising the ‘New 
game of rugby’ to the public. Use your most 
persuasive arguments!

• Listen again to the interview with Emily Scar-
ratt of the England Women’s Rugby team. 
What questions would you like to ask her and 
why?

• Create a list of your top five goals for this 
year – and set out how you think you might 
go about achieving them. Who might you 
need ‘on your side’ to help you achieve these 
goals?

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/autumn_2015_image_01.jpg


School Radio  © BBC 2015www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

4

Story synopsis:
The story is based on the Biblical account of Jo-
seph’s life from Genesis 47 and surrounding chap-
ters. Joseph has brought Egypt through the ‘lean 
years’ (seven years of drought) through careful plan-
ning and his interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams. He 
looks back over the challenges he faced and reflects 
on how God helped him in the tough times.

After the story:
• Why does the wheat field remind Joseph to be 

grateful?
• How do you think it felt to be almost the young-

est of 12 brothers?
• How do you think Joseph felt at different points 

in the story - eg when his brother sold him, when 
he was put in prison, when Pharaoh promoted 
him, etc?

• What do you think were the most challenging 
times of Joseph’s life?

• Have you ever had any strange dreams? Share 
stories.

• Was Joseph right to take cattle, or land, or the 
people themselves as payment for their grain? 
What would you have done in his place? How do 
you think Joseph felt making these tough deci-
sions?

• What do you think was the secret of Joseph’s 
success? 

Follow-up activities:
• Draw an emotions graph to plot Joseph’s emo-

tions over the different parts of his life that we 
find out about during the story and label with 
emotive adjectives. What would your emotions 
graph of your life look like?

• Find out what happened to reunite Joseph with 
his brothers, or share some other stories from 
his life. These can be found in the book of Gen-
esis in the Bible.

• Locate the Egyptian civilisation on a timeline 
and connect this with other facts that you know 
about the Ancient Egyptians. Find out what other 
civilisations were in existence at the time.

• 5th October is World Teachers’ Day. Write a 
recipe for ‘The perfect teacher…’ eg 1 cup of 
kindness, a pinch of discipline, etc.

• Interview your own teacher, using some of the 
questions that the teacher interviewed in the 
programme was asked. What similarities and dif-
ferences are there between the interviews?

2: Overcoming challenge with our 
teachers

FOCUS IMAGE (Bhasker Solanki / BBC News)

• 

Click on image to display a large version

What do pupils think is happening in the image? 
Why?
 
Programme content:

Story: The lean years. A retelling of the bible story 
of Joseph from Genesis 47 by Rachel Boxer.

Song:  ‘While we live we learn’ – All about our 
school, no: 3

Vox pops: listeners tell us how their teachers have 
helped them reach their goals.

Interview: a teacher tells us what inspired them to 
choose their career.

Reflection: being grateful for our teachers and all 
they do to help and inspire us.

Pre-programme questions:
• Think back to the challenges you faced as you 

started in your last class. Who helped you to 
achieve your goals?

• Look at the challenges you might face this 
year? Who might help you?

• What do you think inspires your teacher to do 
the job that they do?

• What do you know of the Bible character Jo-
seph? What is he ‘famous’ for?

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/autumn_2015_image_02.jpg
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3: Achieving the impossible

FOCUS IMAGE: 

 

Click on image to display a large version

The picture shows people cycling around the world. 
Would that be possible? If you cycled around the 
world what route would you follow?  

Programme content:

Story: Tommy Godwin: the long distance legend by 
Rob John.

Song:  ‘All together as a family’ – All about our 
school, no: 15

Vox pops:  some listeners tell us about times 
they’ve worked really hard to achieve something.

Interview: with Tom Davies, who in August 2015, 
became the youngest person to cycle around the 
world.

Reflection: being grateful for our teachers and all 
they do to help and inspire us.

Pre-programme questions:
• Have you ever tried to achieve the ‘impossible’? 
• Did you ever feel like giving up? Why?
• What helped you to keep going?
• What advice would you give to someone who’s 

facing a challenge.

Story synopsis:
The story follows endurance cyclist Tommy Godwin 
during the year of his epic (and as yet, unbroken) 
world record cycle ride. Written as a diary, it charts 
his good days and bad days and some other signifi-
cant world events during 1939...

After the story:
• Which do you think were Tommy’s lowest points 

during the year? Why?
• Do you think he ever felt like giving up? What do 

you think kept Tommy going?
• What about the high points? 
• Do you think Tommy had a ‘motto’? Do you think 

it helped?
• How do you think the outbreak of war made a 

difference to his cycle ride?
• What sacrifices might Tommy have had to make 

in order to complete this challenge?
• What can we learn from Tommy Godwin’s story?

Follow-up activities:
• Find out whether Tommy kept going for the 500 

days...and how far he cycled, or about the previ-
ous world record holder’s (Ozzie Nicholson) 
achievement in 1937.

• Look at the website dedicated to Tommy Godwin 
(http://www.tommygodwin.com) and investigate 
photos and maps to find out more about his 
incredible achievement, which is still a world 
record.

• Work out how far, on average, Tommy cycled 
each day. On which days in each month did he 
cycle the furthest? Is there a logical reason for 
this do you think?

• Place this story on a timeline and match with 
world events – the breakout of WWII is men-
tioned in the story, so it shouldn’t be too hard! 
Find out what Tommy did during the war and 
what happened in the rest of his life.

• Write your own ‘motto’. You could decorate it 
and frame it to keep as a reminder when the go-
ing gets tough for you!

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/autumn_2015_image_03.jpg
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UNIT 2: A new perspective…

4: On life

FOCUS IMAGE: a glass with liquid in it...but is it half 
full or half empty?

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

Vox pops: Listeners tell us about events in their 
lives that have changed their view or perspective.

Story: The room with a view written by Kate 
Stonham.

Interview: Martine Wright was injured in the terror-
ist attacks on London in July 2005. She talks about 
how the experience changed her and how she 
became determined to seize every opportuninty - 
includng becoming captain of the GB women’s sit-
ting volleyball team. NB. Martine shares her inspi-
rational story but does not speak in any detail about 
the bombings.

Song: ‘Together’ – All about our school, no. 13

Reflection: on seeing life from a different perspec-
tive

Pre-programme questions:
• What does it mean to have a ‘perspective’ (eg 

‘What’s your perspective on...’)?
• Have you ever been able to ‘see things’ in a dif-

ferent way? What difference did it make?

Story synopsis:
Ling comes to the House of Healing to recover from 
an illness, but finds that nothing that happens there 
makes her feel any better. The food isn’t right; the 
beds are uncomfortable; the other occupants snore 
and the old woman who shares her room just won’t 
stop talking! However, through the old woman’s 
view of the world, Ling is helped to see things very 
differently...

After the story:
• What words would you use to describe Ling 

during the course of this story? How did she 
change?

• Why do you think she was so critical of the 
House of Healing when she first arrived? 

• What do you think changed Ling’s ‘view’?
• Do you think Ling had always seen the world 

this way? What do you think happened to 
change her view in the past?

• Why was the other woman’s view so different 
from Ling’s?

• Whose ‘view’ was better and why?

 Follow-up activities:
• Draw two windows: fill one with Ling’s view of 

the events in the story, and the other with the 
other old woman’s view. 

• Write the story of what you think happened after 
Ling left the House of Healing.

• Think about some things in your own life that 
you think might require a change of ‘view’. Write 
yourself a letter setting out a different way of 
seeing things.

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/autumn_2015_image_04.jpg
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5: Is seeing believing?

FOCUS IMAGE: a 3D optical illusion

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

Vox pops: listeners tell us about their experiences 
of watching 3D films.

Song: ‘Build up’ – All about our school, no. 12

Feature: listeners try out some optical illusions and 
report back about what they find out.

Story: The Earl of Eyesore written by Kate Stonham

Reflection: on seeing things from different ‘view-
points’.

Pre-programme questions:
• Do you think it’s really true to say that ‘seeing is 

believing’?
• Do you know what an optical illusion is? Have 

you ever seen one?
• Find some common optical illusions and discuss 

how different people see things differently.
• Does everyone see the world in the same way? 

Why?
• We sometimes talk about viewing the world with 

rose-tinted glasses. What does this mean?

Story synopsis:
The Earl of Eyesore has a vast fortune, but sore 
eyes. He hears of a monk in a far-off land who might 
be able to solve his problem. He jets off to hear 
the monk’s advice, which is that he must gaze only 
upon the soothing colour blue. The Earl of Eyesore 
soon finds that this is trickier (and more expensive!) 
than he first thought. Or is there actually a much 
simpler solution..?

After the story:
• What advice would you have given the Earl of 

Eyesore about his eyes?
• Did the monk give good advice? 
• Why did the Earl misunderstand what the monk 

meant?
• Did the Earl have ‘more money than sense’?
• Why do you think that the Earl of Eyesore prob-

ably wouldn’t have listened if the monk had told 
him about the blue-tinted glasses?

Follow-up activities:
• How is it possible to trick the eye into seeing 

something that’s not there? 
• Investigate the science of optical illusions.
• Experiment with different coloured filters: on 

their own, or in combination, to see how it 
changes what you see. What happens if you 
view something red with blue tinted glasses?

• We sometimes talk about viewing the world with 
rose-tinted glasses: would the world be a better 
place if we did? Or just less real? Write a story 
about someone who literally does this, and what 
happens to them.

• Gemma refers to optical illustions working be-
cause the brain is conditioned to make certain 
assumptions. Do we sometimes do this in other 
ways - ie assume we know things based on 
insufficient or inaccurate information?

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/autumn_2015_image_05.jpg
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UNIT 3: Get connected

6: Connected with a comet 

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: an artist’s impression from the 
ESA of Rosetta releasing Philae to land on the 
comet P67

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

Pre-programme questions:

• How connected are you? In groups, and against 
the clock, make a list of the many different ways 
in which people can be connected to each other 
- eg phone, text, across a river by a bridge, 
thorough a tunnel, etc.

• ‘Connections.’ Play a game around a circle with 
your class: first ‘player’ thinks of an object, next 
player has to think of something connected with 
it. Keep going for as long as you can.

• What do you know about comets...and space? 
Share your ideas with a partner. How are we 
connected with space? 

Vox pops: children talking about the various ways 
that connections can be made.

Song: ‘The family of man’ from Come and Praise

Story synopsis:

November 2015 marks exactly one year since 
the extraordinary landing of the probe Philae 
on a comet deep in space. Monica Grady is the 
Professor of Planetary and Space Science at the 
Open University - and may be familiar because of 
her regular appearances in the media. Professor 
Grady tells the extraordinary story of the Rosetta/
Philae mission, with which she has been closely 
involved.  

In today’s episode Professor Grady relates the 
origins of the mission...the disappointment when 
it has to be delayed by over a year...the jubilation 
when Rosetta is successfully launched...and ends 
with the moment when Rosetta’s instruments are 
put into hibernation for the journey across space 
to rendezvous with comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasi-
menko.

Professor Grady’s narrative also includes some 
snippets of news from the BBC archives.

In next week’s episode Professor Grady continues 
the story from the moment Rosetta and the comet 
come close together. 

Follow-up activities:

• Write one or more of the main events outlined 
in the story as diary entries written by Profes-
sor Grady.

• As a class, model (using yourselves!) the solar 
system in your school hall. How do the planets 
orbit the sun? Which planets have moons? Can 
you ‘model’ these as well?

• Find out what people in the past believed about 
earth and the planets (geocentric) – and about 
the discovery of how we view the solar system 
now (heliocentric). Model the geocentric ver-
sion in a similar way to the way you did the he-
liocentric orbits. Why might people in the past 
have thought that the earth was at the centre of 
the solar system?

• Find out more about satellites and how de-
pendent we are on them for many everyday 
activities (eg TV, phone networks, weather 
forecasting, ‘sat nav’ devices, etc.) Are there 
some potential ‘bad’ uses of satellites? Imagine 
life without the ability to communicate via satel-
lites – what might be different?

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/autumn_2015_image_06.jpg
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7: Connected in space

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: the International Space Station 
orbiting the earth

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

Pre-programme questions:

• What questions do you have about space? 
Gather a class ‘wonder wall’ of your thoughts. 
This might give you some things to find out 
about later!

• How does life in space differ from life on earth? 
What would be different about the things we 
take for granted, like eating and drinking (and 
going to the toilet!)?

• What do you think will happen in the next part 
of the real-life story about the Rosetta space 
mission?

• Now that you’ve heard the beginning of the 
story, watch some clips about Rosetta on the 
ESA website at http://rosetta.esa.int

Song: ‘He’s got the whole world in his hands’

Story synopsis:

Monica Grady - Professor of Planetary and Space 
Science at the Open University - continues the 
story of the Rosetta space mission. Today she 
brings the story up-to-date, beginning with the mo-
ment that Rosetta’s instruments are re-activated 
after the long voyage through space.

Then comes the extraordinary moment a year ago 
(in November 2014) when Rosetta’s landing probe 
- named Philae - lands on the surface of the comet 
67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko. 

Interview: Gemma talks with UK astronaut Tim 
Peake, who is scheduled to join the crew of the 
International Space Station before the end of 2015.

Follow-up activities:

• Watch footage of the first moon landing on 
21 July 1969. How did this event change the 
world? Find out about some of the other major 
events in space history that have happened 
since - eg probes on Mars in 1973, the launch 
of the space shuttle in 1981, first ‘tourist’ in 
space in 2001, etc. There are various timelines 
available on the web. Why do you think that 
each was significant? What do pupils imagine 
the future might hold?

• One of the first people to walk on the moon 
was Jim Irwin, who was a Christian. After the 
moon landing he was quoted as saying: ‘It is 
more significant that God walked on earth than 
that man walked on the moon.’ What do you 
think he meant? What do you think about what 
he said?

• Look at pictures of the International Space 
Station on the website. What would be different 
about life on the space station compared to life 
on earth? You can also view live footage of the 
view of earth from the ISS and find out who’s 
living on the space station currently on the 
NASA website: www.nasa.gov Follow the links 
for the International Space Station.

• What questions would you like to have asked 
the astronaut featured on the programme, Tim 
Peake? From the interview, what do you think 
he’ll be looking forward to...or perhaps feeling 
anxious about? Write a short diary entry as 
if you are him, imagining what lies ahead, or 
detailing what a day in his life on ISS might be 
like.

• It has been suggested that the ISS should be 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. Why do you 
think that might be?

http://www.nasa.gov
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/autumn_2015_image_07.jpg
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8: Connected on earth

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: the flags of the many countries of 
the United Nations

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

Pre-programme questions:

• 2015 marks the 75th anniversary of the founding 
of the United Nations. What does anyone know 
about the UN? What do they think it might be?

• One part of the UN is called UNICEF. Find out 
what the initials of UNICEF stand for.

• UNICEF (like the UN) was established in the 
wake of WW2. From your knowledge of history, 
why might UNICEF have been needed?

• Look at the UN charter of human rights, in 
child-friendly language. What’s the difference 
between a ‘right’ and a ‘responsibility’?

• Where in the world might UNICEF be working 
at this time? Find out about some key projects 
using their website.

Story synopsis:

Our story is fiction, but based on the real events 
of April 2015. Ashu Shrestha is a teacher in Kath-
mandu, Nepal. She tells us the story of the day the 
earthquake came and what’s been done since to 
help get children back to school. Many are scared 
that the school will fall down, just like before, and 
indeed are apprehensive about being in any build-
ing. And so when the day comes for the children to 
return to school, Ashu wonders if any actually will...

Vox pops: children talk about what ‘rights’ and 
‘responsibilities’ are.

Interview: Gemma talks to Lily Caprani of UNICEF 
about its work.

Song: ‘When I needed a neighbour’, Come and 
Praise no. 65

After the story:

• How do you think it felt for the people of Kath-
mandu to receive help from all over the world?

• Why was it so important for schools to reopen 
after the earthquakes?

• Why do you think Ashu visited parents in 
their homes to show them photos of the tent 
schools?

• How might tent school have been different from 
their old school – and yours?!

• What do you think kept Ashu positive and moti-
vated to keep going?

• What do you think the teachers will do to help 
the children to settle in? 

Follow-up activities:

• Find out where Kathmandu (and Nepal) are 
on a map and some pictures of the area. How 
might life there be different to life in your town?

• Look at pictures of the tent schools in Kath-
mandu (there are some good pictures on the 
TearFund website). Write an account of the first 
day back at school, as if you were one of the 
children.

• Turn Ashu’s account of life after the earthquake 
into a story map, showing the highs and lows, 
and adding thought bubbles to show how Ashu 
was feeling.

• Find out what other disasters UNICEF are 
responding to at the moment – and perhaps 
plan a class or school event to raise funds. 
Get children to do as much of the planning and 
organisation as possible, including publicity – 
and maybe an article afterwards for your school 
website.

• Write a list of class rights – and responsibilities! 
Talk about the connections between rights and 
responsibilities, and how you’ll put them into ac-
tion as a class.

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/autumn_2015_image_08.jpg
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9: Connected under the sea  

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: English and French hands shaking 
across the English Channel! It is 25 years since Brit-
ain and France became connected by the Channel 
Tunnel.

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

Pre-programme questions:

• Have you ever been to France? How did you 
get there? Gather class data to find out the most 
popular mode of transport.

• Share experiences of using the Channel Tunnel.
Look at the route that the Channel Tunnel takes. 
Why do you think the tunnel was built?

• What difference do you think it makes to have 
the Channel Tunnel?

Story synopsis:

Grandad is travelling to France through the Chan-
nel Tunnel for a birthday treat organised for him by 
his daughter, Kate. Like twins, Beth and Oliver, he 
doesn’t really want to go...though he recalls how 
25 years ago he was one of the engineers working 
on the construction of the Tunnel. But something 
amazing happens on the French side of the tunnel 
that turns a difficult day into a memorable birthday 
experience...

Song: ‘Together’, All about our school no. 13

Interview: the programme includes part of an 
interview from the archives in which Graham Fagg, 
a British engineer working on the Tunnel, describes 
the moment of ‘breakthrough’.

After the story:

• Why do you think Grandad didn’t want to go to 
France initially?

• How would you describe the character of Kate?
• How many different ‘connections’ did you spot 

in the story? (Try to think symbolically as well as 
literally - eg sharing lunch, using the internet etc 
- as well as the more obvious connections of the 
tunnel.)

• What do you think Grandad and Marcel talked 
about over lunch?

• Why do you think the twins, Beth and Oliver, 
were more interested in Grandad’s stories on 
the return journey?

• What do you think Grandad replied in answer to 
the twins’ questions?

• How do you think Kate felt knowing that her plan 
had worked?

• What do you think made that day the best birth-
day that Grandad had ever had?

Follow-up activities:

• The idea for the Channel Tunnel goes back 
further than you might realise...to 1802! Use the 
Eurotunnel website to find out more. Why might 
it have been a greater challenge then, compared 
to only 25 years ago? Then look at archived 
photos of Eurotunnel in construction, as well as 
the moment of breakthrough. Why was it such 
an important event?

• Do some research and prepare your own ‘Top 
Five Facts’ about the Channel Tunnel. Amaze 
each other with what you’ve found out.

• Borrow a sandtray and have a go at tunnelling, 
trying to meet each other in the middle! How 
easy is it? (Imagine doing this under the sea as 
well!) How does your experiment help you to ap-
preciate the difficulties that engineers faced?

• Have a ‘French day’ and use what French you 
know to answer simple questions or label famil-
iar objects around the classroom...or try French 
foods!

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/autumn_2015_image_09.jpg
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UNIT 4: Christmas
10: The best present

Preparation for the programme:

FOCUS IMAGE: a homeless person on the streets 
during winter

Click on image to display a large version

Programme content:

Pre-programme questions:

• What does it mean to be ‘homeless’? If you feel 
it’s appropriate, sensitively explore the issues 
about why people might be homeless, encour-
aging children to talk respectfully and in a way 
that doesn’t judge others.

• Why might being homeless at this time of year 
be especially difficult?

• Find out some of the things that the charity 
      Crisis does to help the homeless.

Story synopsis:

The story begins with a teacher saying goodbye to 
her class on the last day of term before Christmas 
and talking with colleagues about what she expects 
will happen in her family over the festive period. 

But then on her way home from Christmas shop-
ping, she picks up a leaflet about volunteering for 
a homeless charity...and so begins a very different 
pattern for this Christmas...and Christmasses in the 
future.

Interview: with Alex Kennedy of the charity Crisis 
about the ‘Crisis at Christmas’ campaign.

After the story:

• What happens at Christmas in your house?
• Why do you think the teacher went into the tent 

for ‘tea, coffee and a chat’?
• What do you think she ended up buying for her 

mum and dad?
• What different ways did the charity try to help 

homeless people, especially at Christmas time?
• Why do you think the teacher changed her 

mind several times about ringing the charity?
• What would you have done in her place? Would 

you have volunteered?
• Why was the play that Class 6 wrote called 

‘The best Christmas present ever’?
• What was the ‘present’ and who was it for?

Follow-up activities:

• What usually happens at Christmas time in your 
house? Talk with a group and find out what’s 
the same and what’s different in the way others’ 
celebrate Christmas. What reasons might there 
be for the differences?

• Is it better to give than to receive? Share your 
ideas with a partner. Then think about the many 
different ways in which people can ‘give’ over 
Christmas...and everyday.

• Why might Christmas be a good time to help 
others in need? Listen again to the interview 
with Alex Kennedy and think about your own 
personal response to the challenge of support-
ing homeless charities. Could you do some-
thing as a class to raise funds for Crisis, the 
Salvation Army or perhaps a charity supporting 
another cause?

• Can you find any connections with the theme of 
the programme and the account of Jesus’ birth? 
(You’ll find that Mary and Joseph were not only 
temporarily homeless at the time of Jesus’ birth, 
but afterwards were also refugees in Egypt, 
escaping from Herod’s wrath. This part of the 
account often gets forgotten!)

• If you have time over the next few weeks you 
could read sections of the book ‘Bob: No Ordi-
nary Cat’, which is the real-life story of James 
Bowen, who had recently been homeless and 
a ginger cat who still was. It relates how they 
adopted each other and is a real insight into 
the world of street life. You may wish to read it 
yourself first.

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/images/together/autumn_2015_image_10.jpg

