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Autumn 2007 

A series provided by the BBC at the request of the Educational Broadcasting 
Council for the United Kingdom 
 
Age: 7-11 
 
These programmes are available to order (for UK schools only) on pre-recorded 
CDs from: 
 
BBC Schools’ Broadcast Recordings 
Tel: 08701 272 272 Monday to Friday 0800 to 1800 
Or visit www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml for more information 
 
Audio on demand. These programmes are also available as audio on demand 
from the School Radio website for 7 days following the original date of 
transmission. Refer to programme titles below to find out when programmes are 
available as audio on demand. 
 

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio 
 

© This publication contains only BBC copyright material: its contents may 
be copied or reproduced for use in schools and colleges without further 

permission. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio
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Introduction 
 
Together and Collective Worship: 
 
Together’s thematic approach and use of material from a wide range of cultural and 
religious sources, including Christianity, contributes to the pupils’ spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development. 
 
What is the value of using Together? 
 

• It is a ready-made resource for Collective Worship that can help your school 
to fulfill the statutory requirement for a daily act of Collective Worship; 
material is of a ‘broadly Christian character’, reflecting the ‘broad traditions 
of Christian belief.’ 

• It encourages individual and community responses, from a sense of 
celebration to thoughtful reflection. 

• The programmes encourage pupils to think about issues and to share their 
experiences. 

• It includes the voices of junior age pupils speaking for themselves. 
• It can be used with large or small groups of pupils. 

 
Is Together suitable for all pupils? 
 
Great care has been taken to allow pupils and teachers from a range of backgrounds 
to participate in the programmes. A mixture of songs, reflections and prayers allow 
pupils to respond to what they have heard in their own way.  
 
Using the programmes and these Teacher’s Notes: 
 
Programmes are available to order (for UK schools and other academic institutions 
only) on CD. Further information is available at this page of the School Radio 
website: 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml 
 
Programmes are also available as audio on demand from the School Radio website 
for 7 days following transmission (check the contents table above for dates). 
 
The audio on demand is a reliable service – especially on broadband - that allows 
you to listen to the programme ‘streamed’ over the internet. This means that you 
can play the programme to your class either: 
 

• direct from a computer 
• from a hifi by connecting the output of the computer into a suitable input on 

the amplifier (which offers enhanced sound quality) 
• by connecting the computer to an interactive white-board. To listen to the 

audio files you will need to have installed ‘Realplayer’ on your computer. This 
commonly-used software is easy to download from the internet if you do not 
already have it. There are instructions on how to do so at the BBC School 
Radio website: 

 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml 
 
Using the audio on demand service is just as flexible as using a prerecorded CD of 
the programmes. You are able to pause the programme whenever you wish and also 
scroll forwards and backwards through a programme to locate other sections or to 
listen to sections again. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml
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Focus objects: 
 
Focus objects have been a key resource provided by the Together Teacher’s Notes in 
the past. In these online Notes we have included suggestions for focus images by 
providing links to photographs on the internet. In all cases these images may be 
freely viewed and, in many cases, it is also fine to download them if you wish 
(please respect any copyright statements). 
 
We have provided details of the links to the focus images in the relevant information 
for each programme. The links are also available on the separate Together pages of 
our website. This enables you to display the focus object while playing the audio file 
of the programme (you are able to display any webpage while remaining connected 
to the audio). 
 
We have taken care to ensure that these images come from appropriate sources. 
However, please note that the BBC is not responsible for the content of external 
websites. 
 
We hope in this way to provide a resource that has all the benefits (and more!) of 
the hard-copy focus pictures provided in Teacher’s Notes booklets. 
 
Programme format: 
 
Each 15 minute programme contains: 
 

• a story or short drama 
• one song from either the Come and Praise song books or our collection called 

All about our school 
• voxpops or a feature involving junior-aged children 
• reflection and/or an opportunity for prayer 

 
Preparation for using the programmes: 
 

• Create a sense of occasion and exploration by setting up a focus picture 
(either using the online resources included here or your own ideas) for pupils 
to think about during the programme. This will enhance their listening and 
concentration and provide further talking points. 

• Consider ways to make the use of the focus image more effective – e.g. by 
projecting it or by displaying it on an interactive whiteboard. 

• Shut out distractions by closing the curtains or dimming the lights. 
• Think about the seating arrangements (e.g. would a semi-circle or circle 

arrangement foster greater engagement). 
 
During the programme: 
 
Make the programme an interactive resource: 
 

• pause the programme to discuss the issues when you wish or when there is a 
‘Time to Talk’ pause in the programme. 

• pause the programme before the songs to consider their content 
• pause the programme after the reflection and / or prayer to allow pupils to 

add their own thoughts 
• replay sections of the programme to allow pupils to gain greater familiarity 

with the material. 
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Other resources for Collective Worship: 
 
The song books referred to in these notes are Come and Praise 1, Come and Praise 2 
and All about our school. These song books contain a wealth of songs for use in 
assemblies. They’ve also been compiled to respond to the requirements of the 1988 
Education Reform Act, so the emphasis is on being broadly, but not exclusively, 
Christian. 
 
The song books are also accompanied by: 
 

• Come and Praise instrumental books. These contain the melody line, two 
melodic parts and a bass part. There are also guitar chords and suggestions 
for percussion. 

• Audio cassette and CD. There is a double cassette and CD available for each 
collection. They may be used to provide enjoyable listening or 
accompaniment for assemblies where no pianist is available. 

 
For copyright reasons we are not able to provide these resources in these notes or 
elsewhere on the School Radio website. However, they are available from: 
 
www.bbcactive.com/schoolshop 

http://www.bbcactive.com/schoolshop
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Unit 1 – All change 
 
Programme 1: All change 
 
Themes: 
 
Facing change – at home and in the local community. Coping with change as the 
result of circumstances beyond your control. 
 
Preparation for the programme:  
 
FOCUS IMAGE: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/liverpool/content/images/2007/01/19/weather_27_470x336.jpg 
 
Programme content: 
 
VOX POPS: Children talk about what they think about change 
 
STORY: The night things changed by Kate Stonham 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 1 no 47 - ‘One more step’ 
 
REFLECTION: on facing up to different kinds of change; both good and bad 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• Do you like change? Why / why not? 
• How have things changed since you were at school last term? Are these good 

changes or bad? 
• What do people mean when they say ‘a change is as good as a rest’? Do you 

think change is good for you? 
• Are there events in your life that have changed you for the better? 
 
Story synopsis: The night things changed by Kate Stonham 
 
Fran is bored – both at school and at home – and is longing for something 
exciting to happen. Her hopes are suddenly realised one night in a rather 
dramatic and alarming way. A violent thunderstorm causes a tree to fall through 
the roof of the family house leaving a trail of destruction and injuring her 
mother. Fran and her brother, Josh, then have to go and stay with their 
grandparents while their mother is in hospital and the house is being repaired. 
 
Fran begins to realise that her boring life wasn’t so bad after all. Eventually her 
mother comes out of hospital and the builders have finished working on the 
house, so they are able to move back home. When she is finally reunited with 
her beloved cat, who had fled on the night of the storm, Fran takes stock and 
vows never to take her life for granted again. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/liverpool/content/images/2007/01/19/weather_27_470x336.jpg
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• What event in the story made Fran the saddest? What made her the 

happiest? Are there things in your life you consider ‘boring’, like Fran did? 
• What might make you appreciate them more? 
• When do you think things changed for Fran? What makes you say that? 
• Have you had an event in your life that has really put things in perspective 

for you? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Talk together about changes – good and bad – that have happened in your 

own lives. 
• Write the story of what you think happened to Heffalump before, during and 

after the tornado hit Fran’s house. 
• Imagine you are a reporter for the local newspaper. In groups, write, perform 

and video a report on the tornado, including interviews with Fran, her family 
and friends. 

• Find out why tornados occur and where in the world they most often happen. 
 
Weblinks: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/weather/ 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/may/21/newsid_2966000/2966457.stm 
www.torro.org.uk/TORRO/index.php 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 
 

 
 
Storm damage of the kind caused in today’s story The night things changed. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/may/21/newsid_2966000/2966457.stm
http://www.torro.org.uk/TORRO/index.php
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Programme 2: What’s mine is mine 
 
Themes: 
 
Shortages of food and water across the world, as a result of climate change. 
Sharing the earth’s resources 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS IMAGE: 
 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/28/58506662_e5454721f8.jpg 
 
Programme content: 
 
STORY: Barriers and bridges by Brian Sibley 
 
INTERVIEW: with Kiero Phyo from Tearfund about how the charity helps people 
from poorer countries and the sort of contribution we can make in this country 
 
SONG: .Come and Praise 2 no 133 - ‘Lord of the Harvest’ 
 
REFLECTION: on people in the world facing hunger and hardship, giving thanks 
for what we have and being able to give support and aid to those who need it 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• What things are people greedy about? 
• Are there things that you find difficult to share? Why? 
• How do we celebrate Harvest? 
• What charities do you know about and what work do they do? 
 
Story synopsis: Barriers and bridges by Brian Sibley 
 
In this comic tale the peoples of two neighbouring towns, Aralia and Zedonia, 
lived in peace and harmony, and shared their produce with each other. Then one 
day, in a fit of pique, the King of Zedonia decided that Aralia should give the 
Zedonians more of their produce. The King of Aralia was furious and decided to 
retaliate by blowing up the bridge between the two towns. The Zedonians then 
built a wall to protect themselves from further Aralian attack. 
 
This sorry state of affairs continues until one particularly hot summer there is a 
drought, and both towns are wishing they could ask their neighbours for help. 
Each town devises an ill-conceived plan to invade the other in order to take the 
food they need. Both plans are doomed to fail, but have the happy result of 
reuniting the two communities. And when the rain finally arrives, peace and 
harmony is restored. 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/28/58506662_e5454721f8.jpg
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• What caused the biggest change in the story? Why? 
• Did the Kings’ advisers give good advice? What advice would you have given? 
• Aralia and Zedonia lived ‘happily ever after’. Why is this not always so in real 

life? 
• Does this story help you to understand more about relationships between the 

rich and poor countries of the world? How? 
• How does this story connect with the theme of Harvest? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Find out more about Tearfund or other aid agencies and their work across the 

world using the weblinks below. 
• Write questions that you would like to ask an employee of Tearfund or 

another aid agency. If possible, contact somebody from the organisation and 
e-mail the questions. 

• Discover how Harvest is celebrated in this country and across the world. 
Explore why Harvest is less meaningful a celebration in our calendar than in 
the past, and why it still is a very significant festival in other parts of the 
world. 

• Find out more about Fairtrade and the difference it makes to peoples’ lives. 
Organise a Fairtrade day in school to raise awareness. 

 
Weblinks: 
 
www.tearfund.org/ 
www.christianaid.org.uk/ 
www.unicef.org.uk/ 
www.savethechildren.org.uk/ 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 
 

 
 
Photo: Harshad Sharma flickr/com 

http://www.tearfund.org/
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
http://www.unicef.org.uk/
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/
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Programme 3: Desert journey - Sukkot 
 
Themes:  
 
The Jewish festival of Sukkot; having to leave your home 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS IMAGE: 
 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/115/266467803_f107b75c62.jpg 
 
Programme content: 
 
STORY: Desert journey by Geoff Marshall-Taylor 
 
VOX POPS: on celebrating the festival of Sukkot 
 
REFLECTION: remembering to appreciate our homes and all that we have and 
doing our best to help others who are in need 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 2 no 141 - ‘Shalom’ 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• Have you ever been on a really long journey? How did you feel before, during 

and after? 
• What is a desert like? How would you prepare for a journey in the desert? 

What difficulties might you face? 
• What do you know about the Jews? What are their main beliefs? 
• What is a miracle? Do they happen in the world today? 
 
Story synopsis: Desert journey by Geoff Marshall-Taylor 
 
Two children, Rachel and Sam, take us back to the time when Moses led his 
people across the desert to reach a new land (the Exodus). They describe the 
conditions in the desert and what it was like to live in temporary shelters in the 
heat of the sun, and how they managed to get food and water. 
 
After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• What would you have found hardest about the journey across the desert and 

why? 
• Did the Israelites really miss their life in Egypt? 
• How did God provide for the needs of the Israelites? 
• What else do you know about the life of Moses? Why do you think God chose 

him to be the leader of the Jewish people? 
• Why do you think Jews remember this story at Harvest time? 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/115/266467803_f107b75c62.jpg
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ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Read the Exodus account in a modern translation of the Bible (such as The 

Message). Find out what happens before and after the events outlined in this 
story. Discuss what the story teaches Jews about God. 

• Make a class sukkah and learn about the symbols connected with the festival 
of Sukkot, especially the mitzvah (law) of waving, by using the weblink 
below. You can also read about this in Leviticus 23: 39-40. 

• Write a diary based on events from the story from the point of view of Sam 
or Rachel. 

• Write a prayer of praise that one of the Israelites might have prayed after 
God had worked miracles during the long desert journey. 

 
Weblinks: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/sukkot_1.shtml 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/sukkot_1.shtml
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Programme 4: The Lion Monkey 
 
Themes:  
 
Imagining what it would be like to be in someone else’s shoes 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS IMAGE: 
 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/30/57000752_eb702db837.jpg 
 
http://www.mechanicalbanks.org/images/mb/lion_and_monkeys.gif 
 

Programme content: 
 
VOX POPS: on changing places with somebody else 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 1 no. 40 – ‘Praise Him’ 
 
STORY: The Lion Monkey, a traditional story adapted by Geoff Marshall-Taylor 
 
POEM: ‘Why am I here?’ by Steve Turner 
 
REFLECTION: on accepting that everyone is different, and appreciating the 
talents we’ve been given 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• Who are the people that influence your life on a daily basis? 
• What does it mean to ‘admire’ someone? Who do you admire and why? 
• What is the difference between admiring somebody and actually trying to be 

them? 
• If you could change places with someone, who would it be and why? 
 
Story synopsis: The Lion Monkey, a traditional story adapted by Geoff Marshall-
Taylor 
 
Mungo, the monkey, is tired of being laughed at by the other animals in the 
forest, who find him very irritating. He wonders what he can do to make them 
listen to him. There is, of course, one animal in the forest who commands the 
respect of all the other animals – Lion. 
 
So, Mungo decides to try to become a lion and starts to practise walking and 
roaring like a lion. However, his pathetic attempts cause much derision and, 
following a frightening encounter with the real lion, Mungo is forced to accept 
who he really is. 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/30/57000752_eb702db837.jpg
http://www.mechanicalbanks.org/images/mb/lion_and_monkeys.gif
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• Do you like Mungo? Why / why not? 
• How would you describe Mungo’s character? 
• What do you think about the way the other animals treated Mungo? Has 

anyone ever treated you this way? 
• Do you think Mungo learned his lesson and changed his ways because of 

what happened to him in this story? 
• Is there a difference between aspiring to be like somebody and being a copy-

cat, like Mungo? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Work with a partner. Make a list of things you like about yourself and about 

your partner. Then compare lists with each other. 
• Write the story of what happened to Mungo next. 
• Compose your own poems based on the ideas from ‘Why am I here?’ by 

Steve Turner. 
• Think of someone whose qualities you admire or aspire to. Write riddles to 

help others guess who you are thinking of. 
• Put together a ‘Heroes Gallery’ - a display of photos of people admired by the 

class. Collect together single words that describe these people and display 
them alongside the photos. 
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Programme 5: Zacchaeus 
 
Themes: 
 
Changing to become a better person 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS IMAGE:  
 
www.kcm.co.kr/glp/ce/rs/rs181.jpg 
 
Programme content: 
 
STORY: Zacchaeus by Judy Merry 
 
INTERVIEW: with writer and producer, Geoff Marshall-Taylor, about the kind of 
person Jesus was 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 1 no. 22 – ‘Lord of the Dance’ 
 
REFLECTION: on giving thanks for Jesus’ care and guidance 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• What do people mean when they say ‘a leopard can’t change its spots’? Are 

they right? 
• What – or who – has caused you to change in some way? 
• If you could travel anywhere in the world, or back in time, who would you 

most want to meet? What would you talk about? 
• What do you already know about Zacchaeus? 
 
Story synopsis: Zacchaeus by Judy Merry 
 
Zacchaeus was a despised tax collector in Jericho about 2000 years ago. He 
worked for the Romans who ruled the land and he became rich by cheating 
people out of their taxes. Together reporter, Judy Merry, creates the atmosphere 
of the time and re-tells the story of Jesus’ visit to the town. 
 
Crowds of people lined his route and Zacchaeus climbed a tree to get a better 
view. To everyone’s astonishment Jesus stopped by the tree and addressed him 
by name. He went with Zacchaeus to his house for a meal, during which 
Zacchaeus was so impressed by Jesus’ concern for him that he resolved to 
change. He made good on his promise by repaying all the people had cheated. 
 

http://www.kcm.co.kr/glp/ce/rs/rs181.jpg
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• How and why did Zacchaeus’ character change after his meeting with Jesus? 
• We hear about some fictional reactions to Zacchaeus’ change of heart in the 

story. How would you have reacted if you had been there? 
• What do you think happened to Zacchaeus after Jesus had left Jericho? 
• Why do you think Jesus chose to spend time with people like Zacchaeus, 

whom society deemed outcasts? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Find out about other people whom Jesus met and how their lives were 

changed by the encounter. 
• Write a newspaper article reporting on one of these events, in a similar 

fashion to the style of the story. 
• Role-play the story of Zacchaeus in drama. Hot-seat the different characters 

involved. 
• If you had been around at the time of Jesus, what questions would you have 

wanted to ask him? 
• Look at artists’ interpretations of the story of Zacchaeus. (Some can be found 

at www.biblical-art.com) Do they reveal anything new about the story? 
 
Weblinks: 
 
www.biblical-art.com 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 
 

http://www.biblical-art.com
http://www.biblical-art.com
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Programme 6: John Newton pt.1  
 
Themes:  
 
Making changes which affect other people; slavery 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS IMAGE:  
 
www.nswrecks.net/images-gal-auguste/atocha1-dm.JPG 
 
Programme content: 
 
VOX POPS: Extract from BBC Radio 4 Today programme, featuring Gallions 
School in East London, who were running an anti-slavery project called the 
Freedom Campaign 
 
STORY: John Newton pt 1: Amazing Grace by Andrew Harrison 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 2 no. 94 – ‘Make us worthy, Lord’ 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• What do you know about the slave trade and its abolition in 1807? Has your 

school taken part in any special projects to mark the bicentenary? 
• What sort of life do you think it would have been if you were a slave? 
• Have you heard the hymn ‘Amazing Grace’? Look at the words together. 
 
Story synopsis:  John Newton pt 1: Amazing Grace by Andrew Harrison  
 
Part one of a two-part story about the life of John Newton tells of his experiences 
as a young man in the Navy in the eighteenth century. Life on board ship was 
savage and, although he had been raised as a Christian, Newton embarked on 
an existence of drinking, swearing and cheating. His life became even more 
wretched after he abandoned his ship in Africa and worked for a slave trader. 
 
When he eventually decided to return home to England, the length of the voyage 
gave him time to think and consider how low he had sunk. He was thinking very 
carefully about resuming his Christian faith, when his ship ran into a violent 
storm. He remarked to the Captain that only God could help them now. And in 
fact, having survived the storm against all odds, Newton began to wonder why 
God should spare a wretch like him, and vowed to change his ways. 

http://www.nswrecks.net/images-gal-auguste/atocha1-dm.JPG


 
 

17 

     Together – Autumn 2007 

 

 
After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• Why do you think John Newton turned his back on his family values at the 

start of the story? Are there times when you’ve felt the same? 
• Why do you think people had slaves? 
• How might you have felt if you were a slave, being taken away from your 

home? What about if you were a slave trader? 
• Have you ever had a moment like John Newton did – a moment that changed 

your life forever? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Write a diary entry, as if by John Newton, for one or more of the events 

mentioned in this story. 
• Write both sides of an interview with John Newton about his life-changing 

experience. 
• Look again at the words of Amazing Grace – the hymn written by John 

Newton. How do they connect with what you now know about John Newton’s 
life? 

• John Newton also wrote other hymns besides Amazing Grace. Find out what 
they were and what you think they show about his beliefs. 

 
Weblinks: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/abolition/ 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/ethics/slavery/ 
www.johnnewton.org/ 
www.mkheritage.co.uk/cnm/htmlpages/newton1.html 
 
Lyrics for ‘Amazing Grace’ can be found here: 
www.risa.co.uk/sla/song.php?songid=12357 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/abolition/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/ethics/slavery/
http://www.johnnewton.org/
http://www.mkheritage.co.uk/cnm/htmlpages/newton1.html
http://www.risa.co.uk/sla/song.php?songid=12357
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Programme 7: John Newton pt 2 
 
Themes: 
 
the life of John Newton / abolition of the Atlantic slave trade 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS IMAGE: 
 
http://z.about.com/d/africanhistory/1/7/u/I/IndigenousSlavers002.jp
g 
 
http://static.flickr.com/22/33907542_364544793a.jpg 
 
Programme content: 
 
STORY: John Newton, part 2: Unfair trading by Andrew Harrison 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 2 no. 83 – ‘I’m going to paint a perfect picture’ 
 
REFLECTION: on giving thanks for the end of slavery and continuing to work to 
prevent it, and showing respect for others regardless of their background 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• What things do you consider to be ‘unfair’? 
• Is there anything you feel so strongly about that you’d be prepared to stand 

up and fight for? 
• Is there such a thing as a ‘perfect world’? If there is, what might it look like? 
• What happened in the previous part of the story about John Newton? 
 
Story synopsis:  John Newton, part 2: Unfair trading by Andrew Harrison  
 
In part 2 of the story, John Newton has returned to England and is a vicar in 
Olney. One day in 1785 he is visited by William Wilberforce, whom he had first 
met when Wilberforce was a small boy. William Wilberforce was MP for Hull, but 
had come to a crossroads in his life and was considering becoming a clergyman, 
and remembering his visits to Newton as a small boy, thought that he would be 
able to advise him. 
 
Newton manages to persuade Wilberforce that there are other ways in which he 
can serve God and one of these will be to use his influence as an MP to end the 
slave trade. 
 
It took many years of commitment, in which Wilberforce encountered opposition 
and disappointment, but eventually in 1807 the Bill for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade was passed. 
 

http://z.about.com/d/africanhistory/1/7/u/I/IndigenousSlavers002.jp
http://static.flickr.com/22/33907542_364544793a.jpg
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• Have you ever kept something as a reminder of a special event? What was it, 

and what does it remind you of? 
• William Wilberforce loved the stories that Newton told him. What stories 

have you been told by others and which do you like to hear again and again? 
Why? 

• What do you think William Wilberforce admired about John Newton? 
• Has anyone influenced your opinion in an argument about something 

important? 
• How do you think the country changed after the ruling of the abolition of the 

slave trade? Do you think it was easy to enforce? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 

 
• Watch excerpts from the 2007 film ‘Amazing Grace’ and talk about the issues 

involved. 
• A Christian musician called Chris Tomlin wrote some more words to the tune 

of Amazing Grace to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the 
slave trade and to be included in the film. Compare the words that John 
Newton wrote with Chris Tomlin’s and talk about why he might have chosen 
these lyrics. 

• Conduct a class debate – as people of John Newton’s time. Divide into 2 and 
prepare arguments for and against slavery. This could then be taken into 
drama. 

• Find out about modern-day slavery, e.g. indentured labour and ‘sweat-
shops’. What are the challenges we face today? 

• Research other famous people and the things they have campaigned for - 
e.g. Nelson Mandela – anti-apartheid. How did it affect their lives? 

• What would be your ‘perfect picture’, as spoken about in the song? Paint it, 
using symbolism to express your hopes for the world in the future. 
 

Weblinks: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/people/williamwilberforce_1.shtml 
www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/wilberforce_william.shtml 
www.brycchancarey.com/abolition/wilberforce.htm 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/people/williamwilberforce_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/wilberforce_william.shtml
http://www.brycchancarey.com/abolition/wilberforce.htm
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Programme 8: Diwali 
 
Themes: Hindu festival of Diwali 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS IMAGE: 
 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/115/298818025_e697909efc.jpg 
 
Programme content: 
 
VOX POPS: on family celebrations at Diwali 
 
STORY: Lakshmi and the clever washerwoman retold by Madhur Jaffrey 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 2 no. 114 – ‘Flickering candles’ 
 
REFLECTION: on looking forward to the future and the changes it might bring 
 
Pre-programme questions: 

 
• What festivals do you most look forward to celebrating and why? 
• Why is light important as a religious symbol, not just in Hinduism, but across 

many other religions? 
• Diwali is known as a festival of light. What other light festivals do you know 

about? 
• What do you know already about Hindu belief? 
• How do you celebrate New Year? 
 
Story synopsis: Lakshmi and the clever washerwoman re-told by Madhur 
Jaffrey  
 
Once upon a time a rather vain and indulged queen used to ask her husband for 
expensive presents for Diwali. One year he managed to obtain for her a beautiful 
and priceless pearl necklace, which the queen wore on the morning of Diwali 
when she went to bathe in the river. But while she was bathing, a crow picked 
up the necklace, which she had left in the care of her handmaidens, and flew 
away with it. 
 
The king consoled his distraught wife and issued a proclamation that there would 
be a reward for the person who found the necklace. Meanwhile the crow had left 
the necklace on the doorstep of a poor washerwoman, who took the necklace to 
the palace. But instead of accepting the generous reward which the king offered 
her, she made him promise to decree that no lights would be lit for Diwali apart 
from hers. He readily promised. So, that night when Lakshmi, the goddess of 
wealth, performed her annual duty of spreading wealth amongst the most 
brightly-lit houses, the washerwoman’s house was the only one she could find. 
 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/115/298818025_e697909efc.jpg
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 

 
• What sort of a person do you think the Queen was? What about the King? 
• What would you have done if you were the washerwoman and found the 

Queen’s necklace on your doorstep? 
• How was the washerwoman clever? 
• If you had met Lakshmi, what might you have asked for? 
• Diwali is about bringing happiness to the lives of others. How could we bring 

happiness into others’ lives? 
 

ACTIVITIES: 
 

• Make clay divas and light them. 
• Look at a representation of Lakshmi. Find out about the significance of her 

different features and why she is important to Hindus at this time of year. 
(Diwali also marks Hindu New Year) 

• Design and make rangoli patterns to welcome people to your classroom. 
• Find out about other Hindu festivals and how and when they are celebrated. 
 
Weblinks: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/diwali.shtml 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/diwali.shtml
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Programme 9: Hannukah 
 
Themes: 
 
Jewish festival of Hannukah 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS IMAGE: 
 
www.marlaine.com/personal/Hannukah05/N3804.JPG 
 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/155/340871942_e7baf5e4e0.jpg?v=0 
 
Programme content: 
 
STORY: A great miracle happened here by David Self 
 
VOX POPS: on celebrating Hannukah 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 2 no. 122 – ‘Hannukah, Hannukah’ 
 
REFLECTION: .on standing up for your beliefs and being able to make the right 
choices in difficult situations 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• What, if anything, in your opinion, is worth going to war over? 
• What is a miracle? Do you think they still happen today? 
• What do you know about Hanukkah as a festival, or about Jewish belief? 
• Why is Hanukkah also known as a festival of light? 
 
Story synopsis: A great miracle happened here by David Self  
 
Over 2000 years ago in the country we now call Israel, King Antiochus invaded 
the capital city, Jerusalem. A tough fighter called Sam tells how Antiochus 
desecrated the Jews’ holy Temple and tried to stop them from following their 
faith. He left the city to join a man he had heard about, called Judah Maccabee, 
a fierce fighter whose aim was to rid the country of Antiochus and his army. 
 
There was a great battle between the two sides and, although Judah’s army 
wasn’t expected to win, they managed to capture Jerusalem. They took back the 
Temple and set about cleaning it and making it holy once more. They found the 
lamp that always burned in the Temple to signify God’s presence and one tiny 
jar of oil, which should have been just enough for the lamp to stay lit overnight. 
But miraculously it burned for eight days and nights until fresh oil arrived. 
 

http://www.marlaine.com/personal/Hannukah05/N3804.JPG
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/155/340871942_e7baf5e4e0.jpg?v=0
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 

 
• Why was the lamp such an important feature in the temple? 
• What things do you consider ‘sacred’? 
• How would you have reacted if you’d been treated as the Jews were in the 

story? 
• Why were the things that they were made to do – and were forbidden from 

doing – such a big deal? 
• What were the miracles within this story? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Find out how to play the dreidel game – and the significance of the Hebrew 

letters on each of its 4 faces. 
• Make and eat potato latkes. 
• Find out how the different ways in which the festival is celebrated are linked 

with the story. 
• Talk together about times when you’ve had to stand up for what you believed 

in. 
 
Weblinks: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/hanukkah.shtml 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo: heather/flickr.com 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/138/327396259_d241e4087f.jpg 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/hanukkah.shtml
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/138/327396259_d241e4087f.jpg


 
 

24 

     Together – Autumn 2007 

 

 
Programme 10: Christmas 
 
Themes: Christmas 
 
Preparation for the programme: 
 
FOCUS IMAGE: 
 
www.history.org/Almanack/life/trades/shopc1.jpg 
 
Programme content: 
 
VOX POPS: on celebrating Christmas 
 
STORY: Martin the shoemaker by Leo Tolstoy, adapted by Geoff Marshall-Taylor 
 
VOX POPS: on celebrating Christmas in church 
 
SONG: Come and Praise 2 no. 118 – ‘Candle in the window’ 
 
REFLECTION: on Christmas being a time to remember the message of love and 
peace that Jesus brought to the world 
 
Pre-programme questions: 
 
• Do you celebrate Christmas? How? Does your family have any special 

traditions? 
• Have you ever felt really lonely? When? 
• Why do you think lonely people feel even more alone at Christmas, or other 

festival times? 
• Have you ever had an unusual dream? Did any part of it come true? 
• Do you think dreams can come true? 
 
Story synopsis: Martin the shoemaker by Leo Tolstoy 
 
Many years ago in Russia, a shoemaker called Martin lived a lonely life, having 
lost both his wife and young son some years previously. He was a religious man 
and often used to read stories about Jesus in his Bible. As Christmas 
approached, he was feeling sad that he would be spending it on his own again. 
That night he had a dream in which Jesus told him that he would visit him the 
next day, Christmas Eve. 
 
Martin worked all day, but only had two visitors. First, he saw old Stephan 
sweeping away the snow and invited him into his shop for some hot soup. Then 
he noticed a shabbily dressed woman and her baby and again invited them in to 
get warm. She told Martin how she had fallen on hard times, and Martin gave 
them food and a shawl to keep them warm. Then he remembered a pair of shoes 
that he had made for his son and insisted the woman took those too for her 
baby. That night Martin had another dream about Stephan and the woman with 
her baby. Next morning when he was reading his Bible, he came upon a passage 
that helped him to realise that Jesus had visited him after all in the form of 
Stephan and the homeless woman, and by helping them, he had shown love to 
Jesus. 

http://www.history.org/Almanack/life/trades/shopc1.jpg
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After the programme: 
 
STORY QUESTIONS: 
 
• How do you think Martin felt at different points in the story? 
• Why do you think Martin hoped that Jesus would visit him? 
• Do you think Jesus really visited Martin? 
• Do you think that Martin’s Christmas the next year was any different? Why? 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
• Talk together about the passage from the Bible that Martin quotes at the end 

of the story. How do Christians try to live this out in their everyday lives? 
• Are there any ways in which we could be more like Jesus in the lives of other 

people? 
• Find out about the work of charities like the Salvation Army and how they 

are especially significant at Christmas time. 
• Plan a Christmas-related event, e.g. carol singing that could raise money to 

help your local homeless shelter, or hold a carol service for old people at your 
local care home or a toy service to send toys to underprivileged children. 

 
Weblinks: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/christmas_1.shtml 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/christmas_1.shtml

