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Council for the United Kingdom 
 
Age: 7-9 
 
These programmes are available to order (for UK schools only) on pre-recorded 
CDs from: 
 
BBC Schools’ Broadcast Recordings 
Tel: 08701 272 272 Monday to Friday 0800 to 1800 
 
Or visit www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml for more information 
 
Audio on demand. These programmes are also available as audio on demand 
from the School Radio website for 7 days following the original date of 
transmission. Refer to programme titles overleaf to find out when programmes 
are available as audio on demand. 
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Introduction 

 
The programmes: 
 
 have a clear music focus 
 teach the songs with the needs of the non-specialist teacher in mind  
 have short dramatised sequences from the play 
 help with understanding the context and language of the original story 
 include music games and activities for practising music skills 
 
Programmes 9 and 10: 
Provide ‘rehearsal time’ and a full performance of all the songs sung by children 
 
Curriculum links: 
 
The programmes can be used to support the QCA schemes of work Unit 8 On going 
skills and Unit 9 Animal magic. 
 
These notes: 
 
These notes offer a scaled-down version of the full Teacher’s Pack which is available 
by phoning 0870 830 8000 or visiting: www.bbcschoolshop.com 
 
The Teacher’s Notes and Pupils’ Pack offer: 
 

 the full words and music of each song 
 a full guide to the content of the programmes 
 suggestions for classroom follow-up and development 
 cross curricular links 

 
These brief Notes are not intended as a substitute for the full Teacher’s Pack but will 
enable teachers wishing to incorporate the programmes into other areas of study to 
make the relevant curriculum links. 
 
In addition to the Teacher’s Notes and Pupils’ Pack there is also a CD of all the songs 
and accompaniments, suitable for use at a school performance. 
 
Please note: This version is copyright free for school performances only. 
This is a special arrangement with the writers and performers negotiated with 
school use in mind. We would ask you to respect their rights. You do not need to 
ask permission for your school performance though we would like to hear from 
you. Contact details are on the homepage of the website. However if you wish to 
substantially change the material, charge for the performance, video or record it 
or use it for any other purpose, permission needs to be obtained in writing. Please 
write to us in good time before your performance. 

 

http://www.bbcschoolshop.com/
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Listening on CD: 
 
If you have ordered the programmes on CD you may wish to note the content of each 
CD track which is listed for each programme below. 
 
This information will help you to navigate your way around the programmes and assist 
you in your mediation of them. 
 
Audio on demand: 
 
The programmes are also available as audio on demand from the School Radio 
website for 7 days following transmission (check the contents table above for dates). 
 
The audio on demand is a reliable service, especially on broadband. It allows you to 
listen to the programme ‘streamed’ over the internet. This means that you can play 
the programme to your class either: 
 

 direct from a computer 
 from a hi-fi by connecting the output of the computer into a suitable input on 

the amplifier (which offers enhanced sound quality) 
 by connecting the computer to an interactive white-board 

 
To listen to the audio files you will need to have installed ‘Realplayer’ on your 
computer. This commonly-used software is easy to download from the internet if you 
do not already have it. There are instructions on how to do so at the BBC School Radio 
website: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml 
 
Using the audio on demand service is just as flexible as using a pre-recorded CD of 
the programmes. You are able to pause the programme whenever you wish and also 
scroll forwards and backwards through a programme to locate other sections or to 
listen to sections again. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml
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At-a-glance planning chart: 
 

Programme Music objectives Songs 
 

1 A lovely day to be alive  Listening and copying; 
using vowels to sing 
 

‘A lovely day to be alive!’ 
‘Upon the open road’ 

2 Upon the open road Steady beat; pulse and 
phrasing 
 

‘Upon the open road’ 
‘Wild Wood’ 

3 Wild wood Using voice in a ‘scary’ 
way 
 

‘Wild Wood’ 

4 Toad’s song Pace and mood  ‘Toad’s song’ 
‘The Piper’ 
 

5 The Piper Structure; internalising 
rhythms 
 

‘The Piper’ 
‘My home’ 

6 My home Singing with expression 
and meaning 
 

‘My home’ 
‘The battle song’ 

7 The battle song Rhythm and pulse ‘The battle song’ 
‘Friends and heroes’ 
 

8 Friends and heroes Ostinato ‘Friends and heroes’ 
 

9 Rehearsal and 
performance 1 

Rehearsal and 
performance skills 

‘A lovely day to be alive’ 
‘Upon the open road’ 
‘Wild Wood’ 
‘Toad’s song (Foolish Toad)’ 
 

10 Rehearsal and 
performance 2 

Rehearsal and 
performance skills 

‘The Piper’ 
‘My home’ 
‘The battle song’ 
‘Friends and heroes’ 
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1: A lovely day to be alive 
 
Music objective: Listening and copying 
 
Preparation: 
 
Look at the words of the songs and the illustrations in the Pupils’ Books if you 
have them. In particular the class should be familiar with the words of ‘A lovely 
day to be alive’. 
 
Content: 
 
Timings Content Teacher guidance 

 
0’00” Listening to the beginning of 

‘Lovely day to be alive’ then 
learning the of the chorus 

Encourage the children to listen 
and not try to join in straight away! 
They will be counted in with 1,2,3 

 
3’03” Listening to the next part of the 

chorus and learning it 
 

The tune is completely different 
and falls into sections 

5’25” The first part of the story Rat introduces Mole to messing 
about in boats 

 
7’18” Listening to verse 1 of the song 

and singing it 
 

Thinking about mouth shapes 

8’15” Listening to verse two and 
singing it 

 

 

9’05” Listening to verse sung with 
vowels only 

 

Try this game with other songs you 
know well 

10’09” Listening to verse three and 
singing it 

 

 

10’55” Performance of the whole song Stand up to sing if you have space 
and see that everyone has a nice 
straight back so they can breathe 

properly 
 

13’30” The story continues… Mole and rat have a picnic for 
Otter, Toad and Badger 

 
15’15” Listening to the chorus of ‘Upon 

the open road’ and singing it 
together 

 

 

16’30” Singing the whole of ‘A lovely 
day to be alive’ as a 

performance 

Use this version for practise and 
your own performance 
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2. Upon the open road 
 
Music objective: Steady beat; pulse and phrasing 
 
Preparation: 
 
Sing through the song from the last programme: ‘A lovely day to be alive’. 
You could use the recording from last week to help you. 
 
Content: 
 
Timings Content Teacher guidance 

 
0’00” Listening to the chorus of ‘Upon 

the open road’ and then singing 
the chorus 

 

Encourage the children to tap along 
with the beat 

2’00” Listening to verse one and 
learning it phrase by phrase 

Point to the first phrase on the 
music and encourage the children 
to look at the other phrases as we 

learn them 
 

4’40” Learning verse two. Be careful with last phrase. There 
are two catches in it! 

 
6’15” The next part of the story Ratty and Mole go to visit Toad in 

Toad Hall. They end up having a bit 
more of an adventure than they 

had bargained for! 
 

7’50” Learning the last chorus 
 

 

8’50” Performance of ‘Upon the open 
road’ 

 

 

10’35” The story continues… Unfortunately Toad falls in love 
with a motor car and becomes 

even more dangerous! 
 

12’27” Reprise of ‘Upon the open road’ Look at the rhythm at the top of 
the chorus; see how it looks 

written down 
 

14’05” Comparing the beginning of the 
chorus and the verse 

 

 

15’00” Listening to part of ‘Wild Wood’ 
and singing the first part of the 

chorus 
 

Talk about the rhythm and the beat 
How does it differ from the 

previous song? 
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3. Wild Wood 
 
Music objective: Using voice in a ‘scary’ way 
 
Preparation: 
 
Can the class remember the difference between rhythm and beat? Practise a 
familiar song in two groups with one group tapping the beat and the other groups 
singing and clapping the rhythm. 
 
Content: 
 
Timings Content Teacher guidance 

 
0’00” Listening to the chorus of ‘Wild 

Wood’ and singing it 
Encourage the children to listen 

carefully to the second part of the 
chorus; be especially careful to 

keep in tune at the end 
 

4’10” The next part of the story Ratty and Mole talk about going to 
visit Badger who lives in the middle 

of the Wild Wood. 
 

6’00” Listening to the ‘scary’ words of 
‘Wild Wood’ and repeating 

them in a ‘scary voice’ then 
singing them in a scary voice 

 

Watch out for the change in 
rhythm in second verse; use 

contrasting voices for the ‘scary 
bits’ and the rest of the verse 

14’00” Performance of ‘Wild Wood’ Make up scary actions to go with 
the chorus 

 
16’13” The story continues… When Mole goes missing Ratty 

guesses he’s wandered off into the 
wood on his own. Rat goes off and 
finds him just as it begins to snow. 

Just when they think they are 
hopelessly lost, they discover a 

door scraper poking up through the 
snow and have a happy ending to 

their adventure. 
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4. Foolish Toad 
 
Music objective: Pace and mood 
 
Preparation: 
 
Recap the ‘scary’ words from ‘Wild Wood’. How have the composer and writer 
made it sound ‘scary’? Ask the children to listen out in today’s programme to the 
new song. Does that sound scary or something else? 
 
Content: 
 
Timings Content Teacher guidance 

0’00” Listening to ‘Foolish Toad’s’ 
chorus and learning it phrase 

by phrase 
 

Talk about the pace and feel of the 
song. Why does it sound sad? 

4’20 The first part of the story Toad is a very bad driver and the 
others are anxious to stop him 

causing any more accidents so they 
shut him in his room. He pretends to 

be ill and so escapes 
 

6’14” Listening to verse 1 and 
learning it in two sections 

Pay especial attention to the word ‘I 
engineered my fate, I drove down 

this path’ 
 

9’50” The story continues… Toad ‘borrows’ a car, only to be 
caught by the police and put in 

prison 
 

11’50” Performance of ‘Foolish Toad’ Stand to sing the song; take nice big 
breaths and aim for long smooth 

phrases 
 

13’50” Listening to ‘The Piper’ and 
seeing where to breathe. 

Singing the chorus 
 

Note the different rhythm. Look at 
the way the phrases fit together (the 

structure) 
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5. The Piper 
 
Music objective: Structure; internalising rhythms 
 
Preparation: 
 
Go back over last week’s song ‘Foolish Toad’. Work out where the phrases are 
and practise singing it making sure that you sing all the way through the long 
phrases with nice long breaths. 
 
Content: 
 
Timings Content Teacher guidance 

 
0’00” Singing the chorus of ‘The Piper’ Look out for the repeated musical 

phrases 
 

3’13” Listening to the first verse 
listening out for the repeating 
phrases and learning it in two 

sections 
 

Be careful to keep the pace steady; 
there will be a tendency to rush 

5’40” Listening for the rhythmic changes 
in verse two and learning the 

verse 
 

 

6’50 The first part of the story Little Portly the Otter goes missing and 
Ratty and Mole go in search for him 

 
7’35” Performing the first part of ‘The 

Piper’ 
Be careful to stand up straight and 
take big breaths to sing through the 

long phrases; listen to the 
accompaniment to stay in tune 

 
9’43” Rhythm game Get into three groups A, B, and C 

The rhythms are from ‘The Piper’ song. 
Listen then copy 

 
11’35” The story continues… On the way Ratty and Mole encounter 

the Piper at the gates of dawn 
 

14’00” Listening to the refrain of ‘My 
home’ and singing it straight away 

 

Talk about the contrast of pace and 
rhythm with ‘The Piper’ – what effect 

does the pace have? 
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6. My Home 
 
Music objective: structure; internalising rhythms 
 
Preparation: 
 
Play the rhythm game from last week again. The leader claps a phrase from one 
of the songs and the rest copy it. Can the children guess which phrase it is from 
the rhythm? 
 
Content: 
 
Timings Content Teacher guidance 

 
0’00” Singing the chorus of ‘My home’ 

and listening to the first verse. 
Then singing it with expression 

 

Looking out for the important words 

3’34” The first part of the story Toad manages to escape from prison 
by hitching a ride on a train 

 
5’38” Listening to the last line of verse 

two and learning it. Listening to 
Badger’s verse and learning it 

 

Watch out fort he important words 
again 

7’50 Putting together Ratty and Mole’s 
verses 

 

Be careful of the little changes in these 
verses 

9’00” Learning the final chorus It has a different ending and it’s twice 
the length and has a new tune at the 

end 
 

10’02” Singing the whole song ‘My home’ Come back to this song and sing it 
several different ways to change the 
expression. Which way do you like 

best? 
 

12’12” The story continues… Ratty and Mole tell Toad some home 
truths 

 
13’50” Listening to part of ‘The battle 

song’. Learning the chorus and 
singing it 

 

Link arms together when you sing this 
chorus and sway from side to side in 

time with the music 
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7. The Battle Song 
 
Music objective: Rhythm and pulse 
 
Preparation:  
 
Be prepared to work in two equal groups towards the end of the programme. 
Look again at the verses of ‘My home’. Spot all the little rhythm changes and 
practise the song together 
 
Content: 
 
Timings Content Teacher guidance 

0’00” Listening to the chorus and verse 
one of ‘The battle song’. Singing 

the verse 
 

Verses one and two have slightly 
different rhythms 

3’45” Performance of ‘The battle song’ Join in with clapping and marking the 
beat or moving in time with the music 

 
5’22” The first part of the story The Wild Wooders have taken over 

Toad Hall and Badger and Toad 
prepare for a fight! 

 
7’15” Listening to verse one and the 

chorus of ‘Friends and heroes’. 
Concentrating on the chorus. 
Learning the chorus in sections 
then singing the whole chorus 
 

You may like to punch the air on 
‘hooray’ 

10’20” Clapping the rhythm of the words 
as a class and then in two groups. 
Group 1 claps the first half of the 

chorus and group 2 claps the 
‘hooray’ section 

 

Talk about the difference between 
rhythm and beat 

12’30” Listening to the whole song 
‘Friends and heroes’ and joining in 

the choruses. 
 

 

14’26” The story continues… 
 

The chief weasel has a birthday party 

16’14” Singing the whole of ‘The battle 
song’ 
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8. Friends and heroes 
 
Music objective: Ostinato 
 
Preparation: 
 
Be prepared to work in two equal groups towards the end of the programme. 
Look again at ‘Friends and heroes’. Look at the structure of the song and practise 
the chorus again. Think up some actions for the ‘hooray’ section of the song! 
 
Content: 
 
Timings 

 
Content Teacher guidance 

0’00” 
Listening to ‘Friends and 

heroes’ and joining in with the 
chorus. 

Learning the first verse 
 

Don’t forget to add some actions 
on the ‘hooray’ chorus. Make sure 

you are singing the rhythm 
accurately 

2’50” 
Rhythm and pulse. 

Spot the changes in the rhythm 
of verse 2 and learning it 

phrase by phrase 
 

Talk again about rhythm and pulse. 
Rhythm sits ‘on top’ of the pulse. 

The pulse stays steady 

6’20” 
Clapping the pulse of the verse. 

Looking at the key signature 
 

Look at some of the other songs 
and see how many beats (the 
pulse) in the bar they all have 

9’11” 
The next part of the story After a bit of a battle Toad wins 

back Toad Hall 
 

11’11” 
Listening to the rhythm of the 

‘hooray’ part of the chorus 
 

‘Think’ the words and clap the 
rhythm 

12’40 
Get into two groups 

Group 1 sings and group 2 
claps the ostinato. Then change 

over 
 

Make sure that the ostinato 
(repeated pattern) is the rhythm of 

the ‘hooray’ chorus 

15’26” 
Performance of ‘Friends and 

heroes’ 
 

 

17’17” 
The story continues… Everyone celebrates and Toad even 

promises to be good from now on! 
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9. Rehearsal and Performance 1 
 
Music objective: Rehearsal and performance skills 
 
Preparation: 
 
Try the ostinato game from last week. One group sings the song ‘Friends and 
heroes’ and the other group claps the rhythm of the ‘hooray’ chorus over and 
over as an ostinato (a repeating pattern). Make sure everyone is familiar with the 
words of the songs that are included in this programme. 
 
Content: 
 
Timings Content Teacher guidance 

 
0’00” Warm up for to ready for 

singing 
Tongue Twister: Two toads totally 
tired trying to trot to Tewkesbury. 

Try it with the class again till 
everyone can join in 

 
1’33” Being in tune; listening and 

copying 
Play the game again. Use different 
leaders taking it in turns to choose 
a note to sing for the rest to copy 

 
2’56” The story begins with ‘A lovely 

day to be alive’ 
 

 

6’08” ‘Upon the open road’ 
 

 

9’04” ‘Wild Wood’ 
 

 

14’04” ‘Toad’s song (Foolish Toad)’ 
 

 

16’48” ‘A lovely day to be alive’ 
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10. Rehearsal and performance 2 
 
Music objective: Rehearsal and performance skills 
 
Preparation: 
 
Practise the tongue twister from last week’s programme and play the pitch game 
with different leaders starting the game. Make sure everyone is familiar with the 
songs that are included in this programme. 
 
Content: 
 
Timings Content Teacher guidance 

 
0’00” A badger tongue twister to 

warm up our voices 
Tongue twister: Badger bought a 

bit of butter, but he found the 
butter bitter 

 
1’20” Copy the patterns as an echo Concentrate on accuracy and play 

them again if necessary 
 

2’28” The story continues with ‘The 
Piper’ 

 

 

5’30” ‘My home’ 
 

 

9’38” ‘The battle song’ 
 

 

12’11” ‘Friends and heroes’ 
 

 

16’20” Reprise: ‘Friends and heroes’ 
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