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Introduction: 
 

Welcome to The Song Tree with a difference! This series provides two contrasting 
musical plays, just waiting to be performed: 
 

 Unit 1 - Rockpool Rap! 
 Unit 2 - The Emperor and the Nightingale. 
 

These two lively productions for infant and lower junior school performances will have 
wide appeal to young actors and singers, audiences and busy teachers. They are 
exciting to perform, fun to watch and easy to produce. The Song Tree is a series that 
is sure to hit the right note! 
 
Each unit consists of: 

 four songs with keyboard accompaniment - all varying in musical style and 
character and offering lots of opportunity for actions 

 a programme-by-programme guide to teach all the songs 
 suggestions for dance and stage directions. 

 
Rockpool Rap! is based on the highly acclaimed book of the same name by Roderick 
Hunt, published by Oxford University Press. Get ready to rock 'n' roll with the clever 
clam, called Clive, and his shellfish friends at the rockpool! 
 
The Emperor and the Nightingale is based on the traditional and well-loved Chinese 
tale. It has been given a contemporary spin, while keeping the Eastern magic of the 
original. The Emperor discovers that everything that glitters is not gold! 
 
The Song Tree and the music curriculum: 
 
The series has been designed to support the National Curriculum at Key Stage 1 and the 
Scottish Expressive Arts Curriculum at Level A/B. The emphasis is on performing skills, 
especially singing. 
 
Key music skills in the ten programmes include: 
 

 singing expressively and speaking chants rhythmically 
 starting and finishing together 
 keeping to a steady pulse 
 identifying patterns 
 responding to music through movement 
 developing aural awareness and remembering short phrases 
 creating musical patterns 
 using vocal sounds creatively 
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The Song Tree and literacy: 
 
This series supports the National Curriculum at Key Stage 1 and the National Literacy 
Strategy. The two musical plays cover the National Literacy Strategy for KS1 in the 
following ways: 
 

 modern rhyme 
 traditional stories 
 plays 
 stories about fantasy worlds 
 stories from other cultures 
 texts with language play and humorous verse 
 fables and parables. 
 

The Song Tree and the dance curriculum: 
 
This series supports many of the dance requirements in the National Curriculum at Key 
Stage 1. During the two units the pupils are given the opportunity to: 
 

 explore movements using basic actions (travelling, jumping, turning, gesture and 
stillness) 

 develop responses, using different shapes (levels, speed and directions) 
 explore moods and feelings, such as joy, fear and amusement 
 express themselves through a variety of movements and rhythmic responses, 

responding imaginatively to words and music 
 remember short movement sequences with a clear beginning and end. 

 
School Radio CDs: 
 
The times and details of the broadcasts can be found in the Contents table on page 2. 
The programmes, including all the songs, can also be ordered on pre-recorded CDs, 
priced £4.99 (ex VAT). For more information, go to: 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml 
 
Credits: 
 
Teacher’s Notes written by: Elen Rhys, Ruth Till and Margaret van Lierop 
Songs by: Dylan Adams, Neil Day and Elen Rhys. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml
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UNIT 1: ROCKPOOL RAP! 

 
A musical play for Key Stage 1 pupils, in six scenes. 

 
1. Let’s Rockpool Rap! (Words to the song – page 8.) 
 
Setting: 
 
The rockpool scene is set. We meet all the colourful characters that inhabit the rockpool, 
including the crabs, limpets, starfish, mussels and of course, the clever clam, called 
Clive. It's time to Rockpool Rap! 
 
Learning the song - Let's Rockpool Rap! 
 

 Listening to the song and joining in with the Rockpool Rap! rhythm - clapping on 
'rockpool' and stamping on 'rap'. 

 Learning the chorus. Practising chanting the rhythm, making sure all the 
syllables are articulated clearly, especially on the word, 'everybody'. When 
confident, adding the percussive claps and stamps. 

 Learning verse 1, noting the rhythm is repeated throughout. 
 Performing the rapping chorus and verse 1. 
 Fitting in the words to verses 2 and 3. 
 Noticing the final chorus has an added rapping piece, called a coda. Practising 

the final chorus with the additional coda. 
 Putting the whole song together, encouraging a lively and rhythmic performance. 

 
 
2. Jump and Bob! 
 
For copyright reasons we are not able to include the words to this song in these Notes. 
 
Setting: 
 
The clever clam, called Clive, is quickly rising to fame as a singing star. He's ready to 
perform in a concert, for all his screaming, adoring fans. He's causing quite a stir as he 
sings and plays his big guitar. Everyone's ready to Jump and Bob! 
 
Learning the song - Jump and Bob! 
 

 Listening to the song. Is it lively? Does the music 'jump' and 'bob' as the title 
suggests? 

 Learning verse 1 up to the words, 'shellfish jive'. 
 Noticing that the rhythm for 'jump and bob' appears 3 times. 
 Learning the remainder of the verse beginning on the words 'fast and slow'. 
 Putting verse 1 together. 
 Learning the chorus up to the spoken section. Noticing that the rhythms of the 

first four bars are repeated. The tune is also repeated, except for the note A 
becoming A flat. 

 Learning the final spoken section of the chorus and creating the effect of an 
excited crowd of fans. 

 Putting the whole chorus together. 
 Creating the sound of excited fans during the instrumental section. 
 Fitting in the words to verse 2 and the second chorus. 
 Putting the song together to create a swinging and exciting performance. 
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3. Scram Clam! (Words to the song – page 10.) 
 
Setting: 
 
Clive decides to change his name to Elvis and leaves the rockpool in search of greater 
stardom in the big ocean. He thinks he's going to have a whale of a time and sets his 
sights on becoming a huge rockstar. But there are bigger fish in the sea, including the 
aggressive sharks. Elvis is out of his depth! Scram, Clam! 
 
Learning the song - Scram, Clam! 
 

 Listening to the song. Is the music happy and light, sad and slow or scary and 
heavy? 

 Learning verse 1, up to the words 'this is our reef'. Emphasising each word and 
making them short, sharp and aggressive. 

 Learning the reminder of verse 1, noticing the tune and rhythm are exactly the 
same. 

 Adding the tune to the rhythm. Practising verse 1. 
 Putting verse 1 together. 
 Learning the chorus, making sure each syllable is clearly articulated - it's quite a 

tongue twister! Getting the pupils to emphasise each note but making sure the 
singing doesn't become shouting! 

 Putting verse 1 and the chorus together. 
 Fitting in the words to verse 2 and the chorus. 
 What is missing from the very end of the verse? The final word 'clam' is missing 

and the chorus starts immediately on 'scram'. 
 Practising verse 2 and the chorus, paying special attention to the verse-chorus 

link. 
 Putting the whole song together, creating an aggressive and threatening mood to 

the song. 
 
4. Let’s Shellfish Jive! (Words to the song – page 12.) 
 
Setting: 
 
Elvis has returned to the rockpool after his frightening attempt at being a rockstar in the 
big ocean. He realises that he's been a silly clam and that his friends are far more 
important than fame and fortune. He's good old Clive once again. Everyone is happy 
and ready to party, Let's Shellfish Jive! 
 
Learning the song - Let's Shellfish Jive! 
 

 Listening to the song. Does the music reflect the title? Why? 
 Learning verse 1, making sure each word is articulated clearly. Singing the notes 

smoothly and not too loudly. 
 Learning the chorus, noticing that the rhythm is the same throughout, but taking 

care, however, of the changes in the tune as it builds up to a happy climax. 
 Practising the chorus, singing rhythmically with a swing and lots of energy. 
 Fitting in the words to verse 2. 
 Listening to the final chorus, noticing that it is has an added tail piece at the end 

and finishes with an excited, spoken 'Yeah!'. 
 Putting the whole song together, encouraging a contrast in style and dynamics 

between the verses and chorus. 
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5. Revision 
 
Setting: 
 
We're ready to revisit the four songs in the order in which they appear in the musical 
play. Now is the time to put the final touches to the singing before the pupils perform 
the show. Encourage them to sing from memory, with conviction and energy. Aim for 
variety within each song, but even more importantly, enjoyment! 
 
Revision: 
 
Let’s Rockpool Rap! 
 

 Creating an accompaniment to the chorus by clapping on ‘rockpool’ and stamping 
oon ‘rap’. 

 The clapping and stamping movements should be large and exaggerated. 
 Articulating the words of the chorus clearly, performing with energy. 
 Singing rhythmically and energetically. 

 
Jump and Bob! 
 

 Singing the whole song with energy and rhythmic attack. It should be a swinging 
and excited performance. 

 During the spoken section at the end of each chorus, the pupils should have fun 
creating the sound of 'teenie bopper' fans as they scream and sigh. 

 
Scram, Clam! 
 

 Creating an aggressive, scary mood by emphasising every note in the verse and 
making them short and sharp. Each word should be articulated clearly during the 
tonguetwisting chorus: 

 So Scram, clam! 
 You're a fish out of water. 
 Scram, clam! 
 Or do you like torture? 

 To enhance the threatening mood, some pupils could stamp the beat or play the 
beat on the drums. 

 
Let's Shellfish Jive! 
 

 This song is the climax of the musical play and should therefore be sung with 
great conviction. 

 Remembering to contrast the verses with the loud, short and syncopated notes 
of the chorus. 

 Each repetition of the words 'Let's shellfish jive!' at the end of the final chorus 
should increase in volume to the climactic 'Yeah!' 

 



 

 

8 

 

 
ROCKPOOL RAP! 

Words and music by Neil Day 

 
Chorus: 

Rockpool rap, rockpool rap, 
everybody clap the rockpool rap. 

Rockpool rap, rockpool rap, 
everybody clap the rockpool rap! 

 
Hope you're sitting on your seats, 
join with us and clap the beats. 
We're about to have some fun, 

at the rockpool in the sun. 
 

Chorus: 
Rockpool rap, rockpool rap, 

everybody clap the rockpool rap. 
Rockpool rap, rockpool rap, 

everybody clap the rockpool rap! 
 

The rockpool is the place to be, 
lots of shellfish you will see. 

Crabs are dancing side to side, 
little limpets try to hide. 
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Chorus: 
Rockpool rap, rockpool rap, 

everybody clap the rockpool rap. 
Rockpool rap, rockpool rap, 

everybody clap the rockpool rap! 
 

See the clever clam, called Clive, 
you should see him jump and jive. 
Starfish smile and mussels snap, 
come and join the rockpool rap. 

 
Chorus: 

Rockpool rap, rockpool rap, 
everybody clap the rockpool rap. 

Rockpool rap, rockpool rap, 
everybody clap the rockpool rap! 

Rockpool, rockpool. 
Rockpool rap with us! 

Yeah! 
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SCRAM, CLAM! 
Words and music by Dylan Adams 

 
We are the tough guys, 
we have sharp teeth. 
We are the sea kings, 

this is our reef. 
We are the heroes, 
we are James Bond. 
We are the big fish, 

in this big pond. 
 

Chorus: 
So scram, clam! 

You're a fish out of water. 
Scram, clam! 

Or do you like torture? 
Scram, clam! 

You're a fish out of water. 
Scram, clam! 

Or do you like torture? 
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We are the big boys, 
we are so cool. 
You are so tiny, 

you're just a fool! 
We are the big boys, 
we're looking glam. 

We'll have a good time, 
as we eat a... 

 
Chorus: 

Scram, clam! 
You're a fish out of water. 

Scram, clam! 
Or do you like torture? 

Scram, clam! 
You're a fish out of water. 

Scram, clam! 
Or do you like torture? 
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LET’S SHELLFISH JIVE! 
Words and music by Elen Rhys 

 
 

Clive is home, 
with his suitcase and guitar. 

He's been a fool, 
he thought he was a star. 

Clive is home, 
safe and sound in his rockpool. 

He's with his friends 
and everything is cool. 

Yeah! 
 

Chorus: 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends forever. 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends together. 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends forever. 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends together. 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends forever. 
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From now on 
he won't venture out to sea. 

He'll stay at home 
with a cup of shellfish tea. 

Clive no more, 
will forget his rockpool friends 

and on that note 
that's where our story ends. 

Yeah! 
 

Chorus: 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends forever. 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends together. 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends forever. 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends together. 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends forever. 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends together. 
Let's shellfish jive, 

we're friends forever. 
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UNIT 2: THE EMPEROR AND THE NIGHTINGALE 

 
A musical play for Key Stage 1 pupils, in six scenes. 

 
6. The Emperor is bored (Words to the song – page 18) 
 
Setting: 
 
Emperor Ming is very lucky indeed! He owns palaces of gold, rare and precious jewels 
and wears only the finest silk garments. Surrounded by all this wealth and beauty he 
should be the happiest man in China - but for some reason, the Emperor is bored! 
 
Learning the song - The Emperor is Bored! 
 

 Listening to the music. Can the pupils guess which country the song comes from? 
 Listening to the first verse and chorus. Only four notes are used, thus creating an 

Eastern feel, while also emphasising the Emperor's boredom. 
 Learning verse 1, noticing the tune and rhythm is repeated. Emphasising the 

important words, such as 'welcome' and 'grand'. 
 Learning the chorus. Encouraging the pupils to emphasise the word 'bored', to 

help reflect the Emperor's mood and taking note of the accents in the last 
phrase. 

 Performing verse 1 and the chorus. 
 Fitting the words to verses 2, 3 and 4. 
 Putting the whole song together. Encouraging the pupils to set the scene by 

articulating the words clearly and contrasting the narrative mood of the verses 
with the boredom of the Emperor in the chorus. 

 
7. The Birds’ song (Words to the song – page 20) 
 
Setting: 
 
Emperor Ming is overwhelmed by the beauty of the Nightingale's song. If only he could 
listen to it sing all day he would never be bored again. A bird audition is set to find this 
bird. Darling Starling, Funky Phoenix and Rock Chick are certain the Emperor will love 
their songs, and why not? They do look beautiful! But what do you think of The Birds' 
Song? 
 
Learning the song - The Birds' Song: 
 

 Listening to the Nightingale's part of the song (verse 1). Why do the pupils think 
the Emperor loves the sound of this bird's song? Offering the pupils some 
alternative sounds. For example, loud, soft, lively, smooth, light and heavy. 

 Learning verse 1, noticing the tune and rhythm is repeated, except for the extra 
phrase 'all day long' at the end of the verse. 

 Encouraging light, soft and smooth singing. Practising taking breaths from the 
diaphragm rather than snatching breaths. 

 Listening to the contrasting Darling Starling part of the song (verse 2). How is 
this verse different in style and character to verse 1? 

 Learning verse 2, emphasising the syncopated rhythms, the loud dynamic and 
the short notes, including the accented, 'Oh, darling! Darling Starling! 

 Fitting in the words to verse 3 (Funky Phoenix) and verse 4 (Rock Chick), which 
are in the same musical style as verse 2. Encouraging the pupils to enter the 
world and character of each particular bird. 
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8. The sad Nightingale and the mechanical bird (Words to the song – page 22) 
 
Setting: 
 
The Nightingale has been caged by the Emperor for six long months. The Emperor is 
finally contented and smiling but the Nightingale, however, is sad and longs to fly freely 
in the forest. Then, one day, a surprise gift arrives at the palace for Emperor Ming. The 
Emperor is delighted as it is a beautiful mechanical bird made of diamonds, sapphires 
and emeralds. This bird is much more beautiful to look at than the plain brown 
Nightingale. This bird will never get tired of singing, but who's song do you prefer?  
 
Learning the song - The Sad Nightingale and the Mechanical Bird: 
 
This song is taught in two parts. The programme takes the part of the sad nightingale to 
begin with and then teaches the part of the mechanical bird. 
 
The Sad Nightingale 

 Listening to the Nightingale's music. Is this a happy or sad song? How do the 
pupils think the Nightingale feels in its cage? 

 Learning verse 1. The dynamic is very soft (pp) and the tune should therefore be 
sung quietly and also smoothly, with longing. The pupils should be encouraged to 
control their breathing by taking long breaths. 

 Learning the chorus. The dynamic is now louder (mf) to express the frustration 
of the nightingale. Particular attention should be paid to the long, high notes on 
the words 'night' and 'light'. Again, controlled breathing will help support the 
tone of the voice on these high notes. 

 Fitting in the words to verse 2. 
 Performing the Nightingale's song. 

 
The Mechanical Bird 

 Listening to the contrasting song of the mechanical bird. How does the music 
reflect the disjointed and jerky movements of the mechanical bird? 

 Learning verse 3. The tune is very similar to the nightingale's song but the notes 
are shorter, accented and pointed. The dynamic is also loud - f. 

 Learning the chorus. The tune is very similar to the chorus of the Nightingale's 
song but again, the notes are shorter and accented and the dynamic is loud - f. 

 Learning the final chorus. This is almost a repetition of the previous chorus 
except for the last two bars. 

 Performing the mechanical bird's song. 
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9. Everything that glitters is not gold (Words to the song – page 24) 
 
Setting: 
 
Emperor Ming has finally learnt his lesson. He thought that everything that looked 
beautiful would sound beautiful too and should only belong to him. But, thanks to the 
Nightingale, he realises that beauty belongs to everyone and that Everything that 
glitters is not gold! 
 
Learning the song - Everything that glitters is not gold! 
 

 Listening to the song. Does this song remind the pupils of any of the previous 
songs? If so, which one and why? 

 Learning verse 1, making sure the pupils sing low C (middle C) on the word 
'hope' and high C (octave above middle C) on the word 'listen', accurately and 
cleanly. Paying particular attention to the tongue-twister on the words, 
'everything that glitters…’ articulating each syllable clearly. 

 Encouraging the pupils to begin together exactly after the two short instrumental 
breaks. It may help to clap with the instrumental backing. 

 Fitting in the words to verse 2. 
 Learning the chorus. Singing the opening section smoothly (legato). Noticing the 

chorus ends with the familiar tongue-twister, 'everything that glitters…’ Again, 
taking care of the short instrumental break. 

 Putting verse 1, verse 2 and the chorus together. 
 Fitting in the words to verse 3. 
 Learning the final chorus. It is exactly the same as - previous choruses except 

this time the tongue-twister is sung 3 times. 
 Taking care on the final, 'is not gold!', by noting the accents and the slight 

change in tune. 
 Putting the whole song together. 
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10. Revision 
 
Setting: 
 
We're ready to revisit the four songs in the order in which they appear in the musical 
play. Now is the time to put the final touches to the singing before the pupils perform 
the show. Encourage them to sing from memory and with conviction and energy. Aim 
for variety within each song, but even more importantly, enjoyment! 
 
Revision: 
 
The Emperor is Bored! 

 Encouraging the pupils to begin each phrase cleanly and together. Reflecting the 
Emperor's boredom by emphasising the word, 'bored'. 

 Taking note of the accents in the last phrase of each chorus. 
 
The Birds' Song 

 Verse 1 - singing softly, smoothly and sweetly to reflect the beauty of the 
nightingale's song. 

 Supporting the voice with good breath control by taking long and deep breaths, 
without lifting the shoulders. 

 Verses 2, 3 and 4 - Darling Starling, Funky Phoenix and Rock Chick. Encouraging 
the pupils to create the brash and arrogant characters of these birds by 
exaggerating the syncopated rhythm and the forte dynamic. 

 Each performance should be fun and sung with energy! 
 
The Sad Nightingale and the Mechanical Bird 

 Exaggerating the contrast in mood between the beautiful song of the Nightingale 
and the disjointed and jerky song of the mechanical bird. 

 Encouraging the pupils to sing smoothly, in order to create the wistful and sad 
mood of the Nightingale's song. The pupils should control their breathing by 
taking long, deep breaths. 

 Creating a contrast to the nightingale's song by making all the notes short and 
accented. The dynamic should be loud and the volume should build through the 
chorus to the climax on the words, 'til I go ping!' 

 
Everything that Glitters is not Gold! 

 This song is the climax of the musical play and should therefore be sung with 
great conviction, attack and energy. 

 Articulating the tongue twisters clearly and ensuring the entries are clean. 
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THE EMPEROR IS BORED 
Words and music by Elen Rhys 

 
 

Welcome to the Emperor's land, 
it is oh, so very grand. 

He owns palaces of gold, 
and stacks of jewels so we're told. 

 
Chorus: 

But he is bored. 
The Emperor is bored. 

How on earth can this be true? 
The Emperor is bored. 

 
See his pretty dancing girls, 

And his diamonds, rubies, pearls. 
Tailors make him clothes of silk. 

He takes a bath in warm cow’ milk. 
 

Chorus: 
But he is bored. 

The Emperor is bored. 
How on earth can this be true? 

The Emperor is bored. 
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Mealtimes are a mighty feast, 
the grandest place in all the East. 
You would think that he'd be glad, 

but for some reason he is sad. 
 

Chorus: 
But he is bored. 

The Emperor is bored. 
How on earth can this be true? 

The Emperor is bored. 
 

See him mingle with the stars. 
He owns at least a hundred cars. 

But as we sing this little song, 
We see that something’s very wrong. 

 
Chorus: 

But he is bored. 
The Emperor is bored. 

How on earth can this be true? 
The Emperor is bored. 
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THE BIRDS’ SONG 

Words and music by Dylan Adams 

 
 

Nightingale: 
 

I love to fly, 
soaring high into the sky. 

And this song, 
I do sing all day long. 

I love to fly, 
soaring high into the sky. 

And this song, 
I do sing all day long 

...all day long. 
 

Darling Starling: 
 

I'm a star, 
I'm the best you'll hear, by far. 

Vote for me, 
I'm the fairest you'll see 

(Oh darling, Darling Starling) 
I'm a star, 

I'm the best you'll hear by far. 
Vote for me, 

I'm the fairest you'll see 
that you'll see. 

That's me! 



 

 

21 

 
Funky Phoenix: 

 
It's time to dance, 

you should see me jump and prance. 
Hear me sing, 

I'm the best for Emperor Ming. 
(Funky Phoenix, Funky Phoenix.) 

It's time to dance. 
You should see me jump and prance. 

Hear me sing, 
I'm the best for Emperor Ming. 

Emperor Ming. 
That's me! 

 
Rock Chick: 

 
Hear my song, 

you'll just want to sing along. 
Feel the beat, 

and start tapping your feet. 
(Let's rock, Chick, let's rock, Chick.) 

Hear my song, 
you'll just want to sing along. 

Feel the beat, 
and start tapping your feet, 

tap your feet. 
That's me! 
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THE SAD NIGHTINGALE 

AND THE MECHANICAL BIRD 
Words and music by Neil Day 

 
 

(The sad nightingale) 
In my cage I sing all day long, 
in my cage I sing a sad song. 

If I stay then I will die, 
take me home to my tree-top high. 

 
Chorus: 

Day and night, dark and light, 
I would sing with all my might. 

Why oh why can I not fly, 
to my tree-top, tree-top high? 

 
Let me go, please set me free. 
I'm so sad, can you not see? 

If I stay then I will die, 
take me home to my tree-top high. 

 
Chorus: 

Day and night, dark and light, 
I would sing with all my might. 

Why oh why can I not fly, 
to my tree-top, tree-top high? 
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 (The mechanical bird) 

In this cage I sing all day long, 
in this cage I sing you this song. 

See my jewels, they do shine 
Do you think my voice is divine? 

 
Chorus: 

Day and night, dark and light. 
I will sing when you wind me tight. 

I just sing and sing and sing 
All day long to Emperor Ming. 

 
Final chorus: 

Day and night, dark and light. 
I will sing when you wind me tight. 

I just sing and sing and sing 
All day long ‘til I go ping! 
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EVERYTHING THAT 

GLITTERS IS NOT GOLD 
Words and music by Neil Day 

 
 

We hope that you enjoyed our tale: 
The Emperor and the Nightingale. 

Listen to this message told, 
everything that glitters, 

everything that glitters is not gold! 
 

The Emperor is a lucky guy, 
what he wanted he could buy. 

But we learn from this tale of old, 
everything that glitters, 

everything that glitters is not gold! 
 

Chorus: 
Everything that glitters is not gold. 
That is the story we've been told. 

We have learnt from this tale of old, 
everything that glitters, 

everything that glitters is not gold! 
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The moral of our Chinese tale, 

is happiness is not for sale. 
Listen to this message told, 

everything that glitters, 
everything that glitters is not gold! 

 
Chorus: 

Everything that glitters is not gold. 
That is the story we've been told. 

We have learnt from this tale of old, 
everything that glitters, 
everything that glitters, 

everything that glitters is not gold! 


