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Introduction

The programmes in this series comprise a 
number of stories suitable for use in assem-
blies and which may also help you to deliver 
the requirement for a daily act of Collective 
Worship.

The stories have been drawn from School
Radio’s existing Collective Worship series 
Something to Think About (for 5 to 7 year 
olds) and Together (for 7 to 11 year olds) and 
linked to popular themes. The stories may also 
be used to support the SEAL framework (So-
cial and Emotional Aspects of Learning).

What is the value of using this resource?

• It is a ready-made resource for assemblies 
/ Collective Worship that can help your 
school to fulfi ll the statutory requirement 
for a daily act of Collective Worship. The 
material is of a ‘broadly Christian charac-
ter’, as required by the Education Reform 
Act, refl ecting the ‘broad traditions of 
Christian belief.’

• It encourages individual and community 
responses, from a sense of celebration to 
thoughtful refl ection.

• The programmes encourage pupils to think 
about issues and to share their experi-
ences.

• It can be used with large or small groups of 
pupils.

Using the content:

Programmes are available to order (for UK 
schools and other academic institutions only) 
on CD. Further information is available at this 
page of the School Radio website:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/ordercd
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Programmes are also available as podcasts 
for 30 days following transmission and audio 
on demand for seven days following trans-
mission (check the contents table above for 
dates).

The podcast service allows you to download 
programmes to your computer, meaning that 
you can play the programme to your class:

• direct from a computer
• from a hifi  by connecting the output of 

the computer into a suitable input on the 
amplifi er (which offers enhanced sound 
quality)

For more information on how to subsribe to 
the podcast go to this page of the School 
Radio website:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/podcasts

Focus images:

Links to online focus images have been 
included in these Notes. These pictures can 
be displayed while listening to the stories to 
provide a visual focus.

In all cases these images may be freely 
viewed. We have taken care to ensure that 
these images come from appropriate sourc-
es. However, please note that the BBC is not 
responsible for the content of external
websites.

Preparation for using the programmes:

• Decide how you wish to incorporate these 
resources into your assembly / Collective 
Worship provision.

• Create a sense of occasion and explora-
tion by setting up a focus picture (either 
using the online resources included here 
or your own ideas) for pupils to think 
about during the programme.

• Consider ways to make the use of the focus 
image more effective – e.g. by projecting it 
or by displaying it on an interactive white-
board.

• Shut out distractions by closing the curtains 
or dimming the lights.

• Think about the seating arrangements (e.g. 
would a semi-circle or circle arrangement 
foster greater engagement).

Other resources for Collective Worship:

You may wish to include a range of other 
material, including songs, alongside these 
stories. The existing School Radio programmes 
tend to source songs from Come and Praise 
Beginning, Come and Praise 1 and 2 and All 
about our school. These song books contain a 
wealth of songs for use in assemblies. They’ve 
also been compiled to respond to the require-
ments of the 1988 Education Reform Act.

The song books are also accompanied by:

• Come and Praise instrumental books. These 
contain the melody line, two melodic parts 
and a bass part. There are also guitar 
chords and suggestions for percussion.

• Audio CD. There is a double CD available 
for each collection. They may be used to 
provide enjoyable listening or accompani-
ment for assemblies where no pianist is 
available.

There are also additonal resources to support 
Collective Worship to be found on the School 
Radio website at:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/subjects/collectiveworship

3



School Radio  © BBC 2010www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

                                              Stories for Collective Worship - Spring 2011

1. I am special

Themes: identity / the things that make 
each of us unique. SEAL themes: ‘Good to 
me’ and ‘Going for goals’.

Story 1: A burglar makes history by Rob 
John (duration: 06 58)

Online focus image: a fi nger print

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vm5

Before the story:

• What skills do you think you need to be a 
police offi cer?

• What is meant by ‘evidence’? What kinds 
of evidence can be left after a burglary 
(CCTV, DNA, fi ngerprints, witnesses etc)?

• What do you know about fi ngerprints and 
their role in solving crimes? Why are they 
so useful to the police? 

Synopsis:

It’s 1902 and Sergeant Charles Collins of 
Scotland Yard has been sent to investigate a 
burglary in Denmark Hill in South London.

When he discovers that all that has been 
stolen are three billiard balls he thinks it’s 
not worth his time. But then he’s told that 
the burglar left a full set of fi ngerprints on a 
window frame.

At this time fi ngerprinting is very new - in fact 
the police have only been taking fi ngerprints 
for a few months; but Sgt Collins is an expert 
and he soon fi nds a match with the prints of a 
habitual burglar, Harry Jackson.

Jackson denies the crime and is confi dent 
that Sgt Collins won’t be able to prove it was 
him. The case is heard at the Old Bailey and 
Sgt Collins is called as an expert witness. He 
doesn’t expect to gain a conviction, as the 
science of fi ngerprinting is so new, but after 
his explanation from the witness box, the jury 
is convinced and Jackson is found guilty – the 
fi rst man in England to be convicted because 
of fi ngerprints.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why has Sergeant Collins been sent to 
investigate the burglary in Denmark Hill?

• When did police start taking fi ngerprints?
• Why is Sergeant Collins nervous about 

giving evidence?
• Why does he think the jury won’t believe 

him?
• How did he explain the science of 
fi ngerprinting to the court?

ACTIVITIES:

• Take your own fi ngerprints. You will need 
an ink pad, paper and something to clean 
up with (moist wipes are easiest).
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• Spread some old newspaper on a table.
Press your fi ngers one by one into the 
inkpad and then onto the paper. Use a 
slight rolling motion to ensure that the 
inked fi nger makes good contact with the 
paper.

• Use the fi ngerprints as the starting point 
for a ‘This is me’ poster showing all the 
things that make you special and unique. 
You could include photos, details of 
talents and skills, family trees and so on.

• Write your own story about a crime 
solved by fi ngerprint evidence. Think 
about the crime itself and how, despite 
being careful, the criminal is caught.

Weblinks:

Information on the history of fi ngerprinting:

http://onin.com/fp/fphistory.html

Information on Sir Edward Henry, whose 
system of fi ngerprint classifi cation was 
adopted by Scotland Yard in 1901:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Henry

Information on Harry Jackson, fi rst criminal 
to be convicted using fi ngerprint evidence:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Jackson

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.

Story 2: Anansi and his sons - an 
adaptation of a traditional Caribbean tale by 
Tess Morris (duration: 07 10)

Online focus image: a spider

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vm5

Before the story:

• What do the children know about Anansi? 
Do they know of any stories he appears 
in? What is his character like? What sort of 
stories does he appear in?

• Talk about the things that make us all 
special. What things make each of us 
unique (e.g. fi ngerprints)? What things 
make us special or different to our peers 
(e.g. individual skills or personality traits)?

• What does it mean when we say that we 
are ‘all different but all really the same’?
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Synopsis:

Anansi the spider has six sons who each 
have very special and unusual talents. One 
day, when Anansi disappears, the sons fi nd 
that their different talents come in very 
handy in uniting them for a common purpose 
– to save their Dad!

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Each of Anansi’s sons has a special ‘gift’, 
or ‘talent’. List what each son could do 
and use it as a springboard for discussion 
about the different things that children 
think they are good at.

• The sons in the story were successful 
because they worked together to save 
their dad. Share experiences of working 
together and the advantages of doing so.

• Anansi’s sons all had nicknames relating 
to their special talents. If you were to be 
given a nickname, what would you like to 
be called? (e.g. Luke the goal-scorer.)

• If you were Anansi, what might you have 
chosen as a thank-you gift for the sons?

ACTIVITIES:

• Draw ‘superhero’ type pictures of each of 
Anansi’s sons showing something of their 
special talent in their physical attributes. 
Display alongside their nicknames.

• List all the different talents that there are 
hidden within the song.

• Make a ‘talents’ board in the classroom 
and put the children into pairs – they 
could choose a friend, or their talking-
partner, or you may wish to choose the 
pairings yourself, especially if you have 
any children with low self-esteem. Each 
child is to celebrate one thing that they 
think their partner is good at, draw their 
partner’s portrait and write a sentence 
about their talent. 

2. A helping paw

Themes: helping others and working together. 
SEAL themes: ‘Getting on and falling out’ and 
‘Relationships’.

Story 1: Boris and the giant turnip - a 
traditional story retold by Kate Stonham 
(duration: 05 57)

Online focus image: a giant turnip!

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vm6

Before the story:

 Make a list of jobs you can do by yourself 
and others that you need help with.

 Talk about times when you have been 
helped by someone else and how it felt.

 Think about any school projects you’re 
involved with that entail working together 
e.g. school garden; school council etc. 
What do you enjoy about it?
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 Make a class list of traditional tales that 
they know e.g. The Three Little Pigs. 
What do we mean by a ‘traditional’ tale?

Synopsis:

This is a retelling of a popular traditional 
story that exists in many different versions 
throughout Europe.

We hear how Boris plants a turnip which 
grows bigger and bigger and bigger until it is 
literally too large to pull from the ground.

Boris can save his village from starvation 
over winter as the harvest has failed due to 
excessive rain. 

So Boris enlists the help of everyone he can 
- fi rst people...and then animals join in too. 
The day is fi nally saved by the most unlikely 
of creatures...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

 In the story, who pulled up the 
turnip? How is this a good example of 
teamwork and co-operation?

 The rains had nearly ruined the harvest 
for Boris and his village. Imagine how 
people might be feeling at different 
points in the story – to be faced by a 
long winter with not much food; when 
they couldn’t get the turnip out of the 
ground; and again when the turnip was 
fi nally harvested.

 What do you think they made from 
the giant turnip? Who in the story had 
requested what?

 In the story, the animal characters all 
volunteered their assistance because 
they had been helped by Boris at 
some point. Talk about ‘one good turn 
deserves another’. 

ACTIVITIES:

 Find out about how harvest time is 
celebrated here and in different parts 
of the world, especially in places where 
harvest time can mean a matter of life 
or death. Consider why the celebrations 
connected with harvest in other countries 
are signifi cant events in the lives of those 
who live there.

 Collect packaging and look at where in the 
world the contents come from – and how 
we are dependent on many other countries 
for the food we eat. Plot what comes from 
where on a giant map.

 Bring in a range of harvest produce from 
the UK and fi nd out what grows where – 
above the ground; on the ground; under 
the ground.

 Write the story of the enormous carrot or 
something else, changing the characters 
and the situation to invent a new story.

 Retell this story (or other traditional tales) 
in groups in a drama lesson – children 
could choose one to act out for other 
groups to guess, a bit like charades. 

 Make plans for what you would like to grow 
in your school garden / class window box 
or planters. Find out what needs to be 
planted when – and when they need to be 
harvested.
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Story 2: The Shabbat Lion - an adaptation 
of a traditional Jewish story by Rachel Boxer 
(duration 06 30)

Online focus image: a desert camel train.

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vm6

Before the story:

• Talk together about different journeys 
that children have made and the reasons 
for them. How does it feel to be travelling 
a long way? What happened to them on 
their journey? Did children meet anyone 
unusual?

• Discuss why rest is important – the times 
that children rest and what they do to 
relax. What would life be like without 
weekends?

Synopsis:

Yosef is a 10 year old boy who has been 
entrusted by his mother with the task of 
collecting an inheritance from family in 
Cairo. He accompanies some traders on their 
journey who promise they will stop for Yosef 
to celebrate Shabbat.

However, when the Shabbat comes, they 
change their minds and Yosef fi nds himself 
alone in the desert – until, that is, he has a 
rather unusual visitor...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Talk with the children about how Yosef and 
his mother felt about the long journey that 
Yosef was about to travel on. Who do they 
think found it hardest to say goodbye, and 
why?

• Talk about Yosef’s emotions during the 
different parts of the story – as he set out; 
at night-time; when the traders left; when 
he saw the lion; as he rode the lion, etc.

• Do you think Yosef was right to insist that 
he stayed alone in the desert to celebrate 
Shabbat? Do you think the traders were 
right to leave him behind?

• Why do you think a lion came to visit 
Yosef? Do you think other people believed 
Yosef when he told his story?

• In the story, it says that Yosef remembered 
the story of the Shabbat lion every time 
they celebrated Shabbat. Are there any 
stories that you often retell in your family – 
perhaps on special occasions? Why do you 
do this?

• Talk together about how hard it must 
have been for Yosef to stand up for what 
he believed was right. Have children ever 
been in this situation? How did they feel 
and what did they do?

ACTIVITIES:

• Make a class chart of who does what at the 
weekends. What’s the most popular thing 
to do?
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• Read the Bible story of how God created 
the world and then rested on the seventh 
day. You can fi nd this in Genesis chapters 
1 and 2, or use a good children’s Bible 
such as The Storyteller Bible.

• Create a class collage of the Shabbat 
Lion and surround it with a collection of 
adjectives describing it.

• Look at a map to fi nd out how long 
Yosef’s journey was and fi nd photographs 
of the desert. Compare this location with 
that of your school. Talk about what being 
in a desert during the day – and at night 
– might be like. 

3. Choices

Themes: making choices / taking diffi cult 
decisions / listening to one’s conscience. SEAL 
themes: ‘Going for goals’ and 
‘Changes’.

Story 1: Eric Liddel - a historical story by 
Lucy Lethbridge (duration 06 35)

Online focus image: a stop watch.

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vm7

Before the story:

• Show children the stopwatch. What’s it for? 
Have they ever used one? Set challenges 
using the stopwatch - e.g. how many times 
can you jump on the spot / write your 
name etc. in a minute?

• Watch footage of athletes running. Talk 
about how it feels to run fast. What do 
children like / dislike about it?

• Talk together about what children think 
a ‘talent’ is? Talk about people they think 
are talented and why they think that. Do 
children in your class have special 

     talents?
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Synopsis:

It’s 1924 and everyone is talking about 
the Olympics in Paris, France. In Scotland, 
everyone’s hopes are pinned on Eric Liddell 
for a gold medal in the 100 metres.

As the day draws near, Eric receives a letter 
telling him he will have to run on a Sunday 
– and Eric makes a decision that will change 
his life forever...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why do you think Eric was known as ‘The 
Flying Scotsman’?

• How would it feel to win a gold medal? Do 
you think that was the reason that Eric 
tried hard to run his fastest?

• Do you think people understood why Eric 
wouldn’t run on a Sunday? Have you 
ever had to stand up for something you 
believed in? What happened?

• How do you think the people back in 
Scotland felt when they heard that Eric 
was going to run in the 400 metres race 
instead?

• Why did crowds show up to greet all the 
athletes as they arrived in Paris?

• How do you think Eric felt before the start 
of the race? Or when he read what was 
written on the paper? Or as he ran? Or 
when he fi nished? Or as he got the gold 
medal? Share ideas together.

ACTIVITIES:

• In the story we hear that Eric believed 
that he should not run on a Sunday, 
but rest and worship God instead. Find 
out what Christians do on Sundays that 
makes that day special and different from 
other days of the week – and why they 
think it’s important to do this.

• Hold a class talent show in which children 
can showcase their talents – you could 
make it a fundraising event for charity 
/ your school fund, or for parents to 
attend. Involve children in as much of 
the organisation as possible (especially 
those who don’t want to be on stage) 
e.g. choosing music, deciding programme 
order, producing and selling tickets / 
programmes, keeping track of the budget 
(if you set one) etc. Many children may feel 
they don’t have a talent that can be put 
on a stage, so really encourage children to 
think of other ways that they are talented 
- e.g. being a good friend and fi nd a way of 
recognising this at the event.

• Look at photos of Eric running and see if 
you can see what was unusual about his 
running style. Find out more about the 
Olympics – what they are and where they’ll 
be held next! What event would children 
like to take part in and why?

• Write a newspaper article reporting on 
this event in history or look at clips from 
actual newspapers to see what was written 
Eric Liddell. You can search the archives 
of newspapers – e.g. ‘The Scotsman’ for 
articles.

Links:

http://archive.scotsman.com/ 

You Tube has plenty of clips concerning Eric 
Liddell – many appraising his character and 
convictions.

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.
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Story 2: Jonah and the Whale - an 
adaptation of the Biblical tale by Nicky 
Grishotti (duration 07 45)

Online focus image: Jonah and the Whale

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vm7

Before the story:

• What do children know of the story of 
Jonah from the Bible?

• Talk about things the children feel are 
‘right’ and things they feel are ‘wrong’. 
Are there occasions when they think 
something might be ‘in between’?

Synopsis:

Jonah doesn’t want to be God’s messenger 
to the people of Nineveh so he sets off on a 
journey in the opposite direction. He joins a 
ship at sea and when there is a storm Jonah 
ends up overboard and is swallowed by a 
whale.

He knows what the right thing to do is, but will 
he do it?

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Have children ever been asked to do an 
important job? How did they feel about it? 
Talk about the different emotions expressed 
within the story – how Jonah felt when he 
was running away from God or was swal-
lowed by the whale; how the sailors felt 
when they experienced the storm or had 
to throw Jonah overboard; how the King of 
Nineveh felt when he heard God’s message 
etc.

• Jonah has to make some big decisions in 
the story. Talk together about the sorts 
of decisions the children have to make in 
every day life (e.g. what to wear; who to 
be friends with; what games to play etc.) 
Sometimes we have to choose between 
things that are right and things that are 
wrong. Use the children’s discussion to 
begin to investigate their sense of ‘right 
and wrong.’ How can we help each other to 
make the right choices in life?

• Talk about the things that children found 
surprising within the story.

ACTIVITIES:

• Show children pictures from the story of 
Jonah and the Whale (see the links below). 
Talk together about which parts of the story 
have been illustrated.

• Ask children to write speech bubbles for the 
different characters in different parts of the 
story – different groups of children could be 
given different sections or different char-
acters within the story to think about. You 
could then either make these into a display 
or add them to Henry Martin’s PowerPoint 
(see ‘Links’).
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• Make an interactive display – on thick 
bubble-shaped paper, or another shape 
such as water droplets spurting from a 
large collage whale. Children write about 
diffi cult decisions that they make as they 
make them and add them to the display. 
Talk about them at various points during 
the week / term.

• Use pictures of whales and other sea 
creatures to explore what children know 
about sea life. Find other sea creatures 
that are mammals, like whales (e.g. 
seals) and talk about how they are differ-
ent from fi sh.

Links:

www.sermons4kids.com/powerpoint_presentations.htm

Henry Martin is an Anglican vicar, living in 
Salford. He enjoys ‘doodling cartoons’ (his 
words) and is happy for his work to be used 
in lessons and assemblies, but not used for 
profi t.)

The BBC is not responsible for the content of
external websites.

4. The power of dreams

Themes: the power of dreams to inspire / 
dreams ‘showing the way’. SEAL themes: ‘New  
Beginnings’ and ‘Changes.’

Story 1: Dream on. A woman remembers be-
ing at Martin Luther King’s famous speech as a 
young girl. By John Tuckey. (Duration 06 03)

Online focus image: a portrait of ‘MLK’

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vm8

Before the story:

• Talk about the picture. What do the 
children think Martin Luther King was like?

• Share ideas about times when children feel 
they have been treated unfairly. How did it 
make them feel?

• As a preparation for the story, fi nd America 
on a world map and in particular the city of 
Washington DC, where the ‘I have a dream’ 
speech was made.

• The story is set during the famous speech 
made by ML King, so you might like to 
explain to children a little of what life was 
like for black people at the time, and how 
much was changed by that 

     speech.
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Synopsis:

The story is written from the point of view of 
a young girl, witnessing Martin Luther King’s 
famous speech fi rst-hand in the company of 
her father.

She is unsure to begin with what the 
occasion is about; but then the excitement 
of the crowd begin to draw her in...and 
the words of Martin Luther King become 
implanted in her mind forever.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why do you think black people and white 
people were separated? How do you feel 
about this? Have you ever been treated 
like that?

• Which part of Martin Luther King’s speech 
do you think was the most important?

• Do you have any dreams for our world?

ACTIVITIES:

• With a partner, ask children to make lists 
of ways in which they are the same as / 
different from their partner. How can we 
‘celebrate’ these differences?

• Imagine that you were Martin as a little 
boy, going to school for the fi rst time and 
fi nding that your friend couldn’t go too 
because of his / her skin colour. Share 
your thoughts and feelings.

• Why do the children think Martin Luther 
King became such a famous leader? 

Story 2: Guru Nanak by Rachel Boxer 
(duration 05 42)

Online focus image: a birthday cake.

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vm8

Before the story:

• Look at the focus image. What do 
children think of when they see birthday 
cakes? What different things do we do to 
celebrate?

• Why do we celebrate birthdays?
• What’s the best part of celebrating your 

birthday?
• Which do you prefer – celebrating your 

own, or others’ birthdays?
• How could you make someone else’s 

birthday even more special?

Synopsis:

From the time when he was a boy, Nanak 
knew that there must be a better way to live, 
the way of peace.  He never loses sight of this 
ideal, but soon family life takes over, until one 
day when he is bathing in the river, something 
happens that completely changes the course 
of his life...
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After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• What do you think the people around 
Nanak’s village were fi ghting about?

• We hear two stories about when Nanak 
was a boy. How do you think Nanak 
felt when he woke and saw the cobra 
shading him from the sun? What do you 
think other people thought about what 
happened? What do you think Nanak’s 
father said when Nanak came back 
having given all the money his father had 
given him to the poor? What would you 
have done with the money if you were 
Nanak?

• Why do you think Nanak liked to go down 
to the river to meditate? Where do you 
like to go to be quiet?

• How do you think his family felt when he 
disappeared?

• Where do you think Nanak was during the 
three days he was missing?

• When he came up out of the water, why 
do you think his face was shining?

• How was his life different after his 
experience? 

ACTIVITIES:

• Find out what the main beliefs of the 
Sikh religion are and why the Five K’s are 
signifi cant.

• Make a birthday ‘wish box’, where 
everyone puts an unselfi sh wish into 
the box as a way of marking their 
birthday e.g. ‘On my birthday, I wish 
that everyone would...’, (pick up litter 
around the school / say encouraging 
things to others / be a good friend etc.) 
with children fi nishing the sentence. Put 
the wishes into action and see what a 
difference it makes to classroom life!

• Paint pictures of your special thinking 
place for display in the classroom. Write a 
caption to go with it to explain your work.

• Read some other stories about the life of 
Guru Nanak and talk about the things that 
children think Sikhs might learn from each 
story.

• Write a class poem about peace in our world 
– each child could contribute their own line 
/ thought to the process.

Links:

www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/ 
Teacher information about the Sikh faith.

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/
More child-friendly information, though KS1 
children might need assistance.

www.sikhnet.com/story
Sikh stories for children.

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.
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5. Food and drink

Themes: the importance of food and drink; 
helping food-producers in poorer countries to 
be able to help themselves.

Story 1: Snails by Gordon Lamont
(duration 07 00)

Online focus image: an African snail

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vm9

Before the story:

• What’s the strangest type of food you’ve 
ever eaten and what did it taste like?

• Do you know of any parts of the world 
where food is scarce at the moment, 
where people are hungry?

• Do you know what the word ‘develop-
ment’ means when thinking about coun-
tries that are not as rich as ours? One 
defi nition is ‘helping people to help them-
selves’ another way of saying it is, ‘Give 
someone a fi sh and you feed them for 
a day. Teach them to fi sh and you feed 
them for life’– what do you think this 
means?

Synopsis:

Moses is a farmer in Ghana, growing cassava 
and maize. He rents land from Mr Kwabina and 
works hard to earn enough money to send his 
son, Gideon, to school.

However, one day Mr Kwabina pays him a 
surprise visit and hands him a new contract 
which puts up the rent by so much that Mo-
ses realizes he is facing ruin. He fi nds out that 
Mr Kwabina intends to sell the land to a large 
company and make a big profi t. Moses has to 
tell his wife and son that they will be poor and 
that Gideon can no longer go to school...

Then Moses hears of an organization which 
has been set up to help people like him to help 
themselves. With their aid, he is able to set 
himself up as a different type of farmer, breed-
ing snails.

In time he breeds enough snails to give some 
back to the organisation to give to other farm-
ers...and still has enough snails to feed his 
family and to sell at market.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• What kind of crops did Moses grow before 
Mr. Kwabina forced him out of business?

• Why did Mr. Kwabina put the rent up?
• How did Moses pay back the organisation 

that gave him the 168 snails to farm?
• Would you like to try snail meat?
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ACTIVITIES:

• Can your class come up with a fun way 
of raising money to help the hungry peo-
ple of the world? Some ideas include: a 
special assembly to which parents are 
invited, with a collection at the end; spon-
sored events such as silence, singing or 
maths; a harvest supper (perhaps includ-
ing some curry dishes based on the story 
in programme 4, you could also bake 
some snail-shaped biscuits!)

• Write your own verses for ‘Thank you, 
Lord’ (Come and Praise, 32) about par-
ticular foods that you like to eat such as: 
‘Thank you, Lord, for Cashew Nuts...Hot 
Custard...

     Wine gums...etc

• Hold a class tasting in which everyone 
tries something new to eat. One way of 
organising this is to ask everyone to think 
of something unusual that they like to eat 
(it could be the way that the food is pre-
pared that is unusual), that they can then 
introduce to the rest of the class. Another 
approach is to arrange a visit to a local 
shop to try out some of the more exotic 
foodstuffs. 

Weblinks:

The true account of Moses and Gideon which 
inspired the story in this programme:

www.globalgateway.org.uk/pdf/snails.pdf

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.

Story 2: The well of Zamzam. A Muslim 
story adapted by Rachel Boxer.
(Duration 04 54)

Online focus image: Hajj pilgrims in Makka

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vm9

Before the story:

• Explain to children what a pilgrimage is 
and why people go on one.

• Show the children the focus picture and 
talk about what’s happening. How might it 
feel to be one the two million people who 
go on Hajj each year? What might they 
most look forward to?

• What do children think a miracle is? 
• What are the children’s favourite things to 

drink?
• Talk about what it feels like to be 

extremely thirsty...and then to enjoy a 
cool, refreshing drink of water.
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Synopsis:

Hagar is alone in the desert with her baby 
son, Ishmael. It’s nearing the hottest part 
of the day and Hagar runs out of water for 
them to drink. At her point of desperation, an 
angel appears and assures her that all will be 
well and that Allah has heard her prayers...
and so, the well of Zamzam is created.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Have you ever been really thirsty? How 
does it feel? What’s it like when you fi -
nally get a drink?

• Have you ever been lost like Hagar? What 
happened to you? How did you feel?

• In the story, what do you think made 
Hagar most desperate?

• Talk about Hagar’s emotions at different 
points in the story - e.g. when she ran out 
of water; when she heard Ishmael crying; 
when she saw the angel; when she saw 
the water, etc.

• What do you think Hagar most remem-
bered about her experiences?

• Why do you think the Well of Zamzam 
became such an important place?

ACTIVITIES:

• Find photographs of Muslims praying - or 
visit your local mosque - and talk about 
how the different positions might help 
them to focus on Allah.

• Find Makkah (Mecca) on a map and work 
out which direction it’s in from your class-
room. If you have a prayer mat in your 
RE artifacts box, there is usually a special 
compass which will help you to do this. 
Look at pictures of Makkah on the inter-
net and talk together about what makes it 
different from the place in which you live.

• Invite a Muslim parent in to share with chil-
dren their experiences of Hajj. Ask children 
to think in advance of questions that they 
would like to ask. You could make each into 
a page in a class book, leaving space for 
children to write what they found out after 
the visitor has left.

• Write stories about the dream journeys that 
children would really like to make and what 
they hope would happen on them, or send 
imaginary postcards from their dream des-
tination, saying what they’ve enjoyed the 
most. Children could also design the picture 
for the front of their own postcard.
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6. I wonder why..?

Themes: the wonder of the natural world; 
creation stories from different cultures; how 
humans seek to explain natural phenomena.

Story 1: I wonder why...the moon 
shines? An adaptation of a creation myth by 
Kate Stonham. (Duration (07 00)

Online focus image: the moon

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmb

Before the story:

• Look at the picture of the moon. How is it 
different from the sun?

• What do the children think of when they 
look at the moon?

• Find out a little about why the moon 
changes shape over the course of a 
month.

Synopsis:

Raoul is a small boy who lives in a village 
with his family. The villagers are tired all the 
time and the land around them is baked and 
hard, because there is no night - Big Snake 
keeps night locked away in a coconut shell at 
the bottom of the river. One of the villagers is 
married to Big Snake’s daughter, Maria, and so 
she sends a request to her mother to give her 
the night. Raoul sneaks into the back of the 
boat as her servants set off down the river to 
collect it, but things don’t quite go to plan...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Have children heard any other creation 
stories? Do they think they are true?

• Why do you think Big Snake kept the night 
locked away?

• Why didn’t Big Snake need the night?
• If you were Raoul, would you have crept 

into the boat?
• Why do you think the servants let the night 

out, even though they had been warned 
not to?

• Would you have done the same thing?

ACTIVITIES:

• Find the country of Brazil on a map and 
look at photos that show what it is like – 
cities and natural world. How is it different 
from life where you live? Would you like to 
live / visit there?

• paint pictures of what you think Big Snake 
lookS like, or make a class collage of the 
story.

• As a class, write captions describing why 
children like night-time, and display in 
a class book with facts that you fi nd out 
together about the night-time.

• Sort pictures of animals that 
     are nocturnal / diurnal. 
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Story 2: I wonder why...the sun sets?
An adaptation of a creation myth by Sue 
Reid. (Duration (07 48)

Online focus image: the setting sun

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmb

• Look at the picture of the setting sun and 
discuss how the earth turns as it travels 
around the sun, giving day and night.

• Talk together about what children like 
about the daytime – and how it feels 
when the sun comes out again, maybe 
after a period of rainy days.

• Talk about wha it would be like if it was 
always daytime...or always night time.

Synopsis:

Maui and the people in his village are fi nding 
that there are just not enough hours of 
daylight in the day in which to complete all 
the work they must do (does that sound 
familiar?!).

Maui, an inventive boy, decides that he must 
capture the sun and persuade it to shine for 
longer. But this is not a very easy task.

The next day, he meets an old woman and 
with an act of sacrifi ce on the part of his sister, 
he lies in wait for the sun to rise...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• What jobs do you do to help your family? 
• Have you ever felt like Maui – that the day 

is not quite long enough?
• If you were Maui, how would you have 

tried to capture the sun?
• Who helped Maui to achieve his aim?
• Have you ever needed help? Who did 

you ask? Have you ever needed to be 
determined, like Maui, to keep on trying? 
Share stories together.

ACTIVITIES:

• Make diaries accounting for all the different 
things that each child does during one day. 
Interesting discussions might be had about 
the variety of getting up / bed times!

• Look at a picture of the solar system 
showing the planets and their position to 
the sun. Do children know anything about 
any of the planets? Find out together 
some interesting number facts about the 
planets in the solar system, especially 
comparing the size of the earth with the 
sun. Where does the sun go at the end of 
the day? Consider what our world would 
be like without the sun. How would life be 
different? Why are we so dependent on it?

• Read the Judeo-Christian creation story 
from the Bible (Genesis 1-2). What does 
this story say about the creation of day and 
night? 
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7. Overcoming the odds

Themes: strength in adversity / persever-
ance / standing up for what you believe.
SEAL themes: ‘Changes’, ‘New beginnings’ 
and ‘Good to be me’.

Story 1: Louis Braille. A short biography of 
the inventor of ‘braille’ by Tracey Hammett. 
(Duration (05 55)

Online focus image: a page of braille

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmc

Before the story:

• What are the ‘fi ve senses’?
• What does the word ‘read’ mean? It 

seems obvious – you read words, written 
or printed, by looking at them. But can 
you think of any other meanings of the 
word ‘read’ (computers read discs etc, we 
‘read’ faces).

• What type of reading can unsighted peo-
ple do?

Synopsis:

Louis Braille was born in 1809 in Coupvray in 
France. As a young child he injured his eye 
playing with one of his father’s tools. This led 
to an infection in both his eyes and by the age 
of 4 he was completely blind. At that time it 
was rare for blind people to go to school or 
to work, but Louis’ father was determined to 
help his son and arranged for him to go to the 
village school. Louis memorised much of what 
he heard, although he was frustrated that he 
couldn’t read or write.

When he was 10, he started at the Royal 
Institute for Blind Youth in Paris. There was a 
library there with special books for the blind, 
but Louis was disappointed to fi nd that the 
books were very bulky, as the words were 
raised up on the page for the blind students to 
read by feeling the letters.

One day an army captain, Charles Barbier, 
visited the school to demonstrate his system 
of ‘night writing’, a system of raised dots and 
dashes on cardboard, which he had devised 
so his soldiers could read messages without 
light. Louis spent two years adapting Barbier’s 
complicated system into a simple system 
using six tiny dots in different combinations 
to represent the alphabet. Louis was 15 when 
he completed his system and then spent the 
rest of his life perfecting it and teaching it to 
others – as now used by blind and partially 
sighted people all over the world.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• After Louis became blind, how did he cope 
with everyday life?

• At the time when Louis was a boy, what 
usually happened to blind people?
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• How did Louis’ father help him to over-
come his disability?

• What kind of books existed for blind     
people and why was Louis disappointed        
with them?

• Why did Charles Barbier invent his ‘night 
writing’ system?

• Why was the Braille system so successful? 

ACTIVITIES:

• Write a Guide Dog puppy’s story about 
how he or she learns to help a blind 
person and meets their new owner.

• Think about the sense of sight and write 
a poem where the each line begins, 
‘With my eyes I can...’ Try to think of 
lots of different things that you are able 
to do because of your sense of sight. 
Leave a space after each line, then fi ll 
in the spaces with lines that begin – ‘An 
unsighted person...’. So your poem might 
start like this: ‘With my eyes I can read 
a book / An unsighted person can read a 
Braille book. / With my eyes I can walk to 
the shops / An unsighted person can go 
with a guide dog.’

• You might need to copy out a neat 
version of your poem when you’ve written 
it.

• The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association 
is a charity that depends on people giving 
and raising money. Can you think of a 
clever way to raise money for them? 
Work in pairs or small groups fi rst, and 
then come together as a class to share 
your ideas and decide on the best way 
forward.

Weblinks:

Information about Louis Braille from RNIB:

www.rnib.org.uk/aboutus/aboutsightloss/famous/Pages/louisbraille.aspx

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.

Story 2: David and Goliath. An adaptation of 
the bible story by Sue Reid.  (Duration (07 31)

Online focus image: a sling with stones

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmc

Before the story:

• What do the children know of the story of 
David and Goliath from the Bible?

• Have the children ever heard the expres-
sions such as ‘It’s a real David and Goliath 
situation’? What do these expressions 
mean?

• Can the children recall diffi cult situations in 
which they didn’t expect to do well? What 
happened?

Synopsis:

The story is told from the point of view of 
Goliath’s former shield bearer. He remembers 
the time when a young shepherd boy called 
David vanquished the mighty Philistine 
champion, Goliath.
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He relates how he, Goliath and the rest of 
the Philistine army were waiting for battle to 
begin against their enemies, the Israelites.  

Goliath was impatient and eventually issued 
an ultimatum to the Israelites.  He told 
them to send a man to fi ght against him in 
single combat.  If he, Goliath, was beaten, 
the Philistines would bend to the will of the 
Israelites, but if Goliath won, the Israelites 
would become slaves of the Philistines.  
Goliath was a giant of a man and it would 
take a brave man to fi ght him.  

He continued to challenge the Israelites, 
but for 40 days no one volunteered to take 
him on.  However, on the 41st day, a young 
shepherd boy stepped forward.  He showed 
no fear of Goliath and declared that God was 
on his side and would protect him.  Before 
Goliath could hurl his spear at him, the boy 
picked up a stone, put it in his sling and 
hurled it at the giant, who fell to the ground, 
dead.  The rest of the Philistines fl ed, 
pursued by the Israelites.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• What kind of man was Goliath?  Why do 
you think his shield bearer regarded him 
as a hero?

• What challenge did Goliath make to the 
Israelites, and why do you think nobody 
wanted to fi ght him?

• What reason did David give for not being 
afraid of Goliath?

• How did David kill Goliath, and what 
effect did it have on the Philistines?

• Can you say who you think was the 
braver, Goliath or David, and why?

ACTIVITIES:

• Draw a picture of David and Goliath as they 
face each other. Add thought bubbles to 
show what each is thinking.

• Make up your own ‘David and Goliath’ 
story. It can be an entirely different set of 
circumstances, but shows how someone 
overcomes extreme odds.

• Working together in pairs or groups create 
a mime showing the story of David and 
Goliath.

Weblinks:

www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/history/david_2.shtml
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8. Special journeys

Themes: important journeys / persecution 
of Jewish people during World War 2 / arriv-
ing somewhere new / dealing with change.
SEAL themes: ‘Changes’ and ‘New begin-
nings’.

Story 1: The last train from Prague
Based on the extraordinary achievement of 
Sir Nicholas Winton - the ‘British Schindler’. 
By Rob John. (Duration (08 30)

Online focus image: an old suitcase

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmd

Before the story:

• What do you know about the Second 
World War? Who was involved? When did 
it take place? How were children in the 
UK affected? If you have studied the war, 
give fi ve key facts to remind everyone 
about it.

• Why were Jewish people under particular 
threat during the war?

• What does the word ‘selfl essness’ mean? 
Can you think of any examples?

Synopsis: 

The story is based on the experience of Milena 
Fleischmann, who as a young girl living in 
Prague in July 1939 was among a group of 
Jewish children who were sent to England by 
their parents to escape persecution by the 
Nazis.

It was a long journey by train and Milena, 
aged 9, was accompanied by her 4-year-old 
sister and 2-year-old cousin. She bravely said 
goodbye to her mother and grandparents and 
uncle at the station. The Germans had already 
come looking for her father and he had gone 
into hiding.

After two days and two nights on the train 
they arrived in London and later all three 
girls were taken to live with a family near 
Manchester.

Two months later, in September 1939, another 
train prepared to leave Prague with 250 Jewish 
children on board, but this time it was too 
late.  The war had started and the train never 
set off. It’s believed that most of the children 
taken off that train died during the war.

Eventually Milena’s parents managed to 
escape from Czechoslovakia and joined her in 
England.  Milena is now 80 years old, and has 
never forgotten the journey that saved her 
life.

After the programme:

QUESTIONS:

• Why were Milena, her sister and cousin 
making the train journey to England?

• Why were the children travelling alone?
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• How long was the journey and what does 
• Milena remember about the journey?
• Why were Milena, Eva and Helen lucky to 

leave Prague in July, rather than waiting 
until September?

• Milena, Eva and Helen were ‘Winton’s 
Children’.  What do you know about Sir 
Nicholas Winton? How and why did he 
arrange for the children’s evacuation to 
England?

ACTIVITIES:

• Tell the story of Milena, her sister and 
cousin as a comic book or graphic novel. 
Choose four or fi ve key moments to 
represent in the ‘frames’ and illustrate 
them, adding words in the form of: 
Narration - like picture titles such 
as ‘The next moment...’ or ‘One week 
later...’; Thoughts in ‘thought bubbles’; 
Speech in ‘speech bubbles’.

• Write a poem about the events in the 
story, giving your feelings about what 
happened to Milena, her sister and cousin. 
You might include the unsuccessful 
journey of the 250 children who left in 
September.

• You might like to use a contrast structure 
for your poem, comparing life for you and 
for Milena and the other refugees. For 
example: We go to school / They feared 
to go out / Our country is our home / 
Theirs became the enemy...

• Find out about child refugees today and 
the organisations that are helping them. 
Is there anything that your class could do 
to help?

Weblinks:

Information on Sir Nicholas Winton from 
Wikipedia:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Winton

The history of Kindertransport:
www.kindertransport.org/history.htm

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.

Story 2: Lakshmi’s walk. An apadtation of a 
Hindu story for Diwali, by Rachel Boxer.
(Duration (05 03)

Online focus image: a diva lamp typical of 
those lit during Diwali

To display a larger version as a focus image 
go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmd

Before the story:

• Look at the diva lamp together. Does any-
one know what it is and when it is used? If 
you have one with you light it and watch the 
candle fl ame. Explain that children will fi nd 
out more about divas in today’s story.

• Do children know of other times of year and 
other festivals that use candles? Why do 
they think light is often used as a symbol?
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• Are there any Hindu children in your class 
or school? What do you know of their cel-
ebrations and beliefs?

Synopsis:

Lakshmi is the goddess of prosperity and 
wealth. Every Divali, so the story goes, she 
walks from her summer home to the city, 
guided by the lamps of the faithful.

But one Divali, as she sets out on her walk, 
the land is dark...except for the house of a 
clever washerwoman...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Do you think the King did the right thing 
in always giving the Queen what she 
wanted? Why?

• Have you ever lost anything precious, like 
the Queen did? What happened and how 
did you feel?

• How do you think the washerwoman 
felt when she saw the necklace on her 
doorstep? How might the story have been 
different if she hadn’t been honest?

• How was the washerwoman clever? What 
might you have asked the king for if you 
were the washerwoman?

• Talk about how Lakshmi felt at different 
points in the story - e.g. when she saw 
the darkness everywhere; when she was 
trying to fi nd her way; when she saw the 
washerwoman’s house, etc.

ACTIVITIES:

• Talk with children about the different 
creatures that live together in communities 
and what the collective nouns for those 
groups are - e.g. a colony of ants / bees; 
a fl ock of geese; a crash of rhinos; a 
parliament of crows etc. Find out about the 
different roles that occur in some animal 
communities - e.g. worker ants / drones / 
Queen bee, etc.

• Find out more about the beliefs and 
celebrations of the Hindu faith. Look at 
pictures of worship in a Hindu temple or of 
Divali being celebrated and talk about how 
it might feel to be a Hindu child in those 
different situations.

• Make diva lamps out of clay. Paint them 
in bright colours and place a nightlight in 
each. Talk about how it might look if they 
were all alight in the darkness.

• Make a list of the different communities 
that children belong to, what they enjoy 
about being part of them, and why they 
think they’re important. Write a prayer as a 
class about being part of a community. 
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9. Relationships 1

Themes: relationships / how we interact 
with others / caring for others.
SEAL themes: ‘Relationships’ ‘New begin-
nings’ and ‘Getting on and falling out’.

Story 1: The two sons. An adaptation of 
the Bible story of the brother Reuben and 
Jacob, by Rachel Boxer. (Duration (04 52)

Online focus image: shaking hands

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmf

Before the story:

• Look at the picture of people shaking 
hands. When do people do this? Why do 
they do it? What does it show about the 
relationship between the two people? 
(usually that they’re friends!)

• Talk together about the things you can tell 
about someone by what they are doing, 
e.g. if someone smiles, or hugs another 
person, or hurts someone, etc.

• Consider the words of this proverb: ‘We 
show what we are like by what we do’. 
What do children think this means?

Synopsis:

Reuben and Jacob are brothers. One day, 
their father asks them both to help him in the 
family vineyard. The older son, Reuben, says 
that he is too hot and tired to help, but Jacob 
tells his father he will help once he has said 
goodbye to his friend.

When the father arrives at the vineyard with 
all the equipment they need to tend the vines, 
he fi nds a surprise waiting for him...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Have your parents or your teacher ever 
asked you to help with something? What 
did you say? What did you do?

• Who do you think the father expected to 
see in the vineyard? Why?

• What did the two sons SAY? What did they 
DO? Did their words match their actions?

• What do you think the father said to 
Reuben afterwards? And to Jacob? How do 
you think each of the sons felt?

• Why do you think Jesus told this story to 
the people in the temple? What message 
was he trying to give to them?

• In this story, Jesus was trying to show 
people that it’s not enough just to say the 
right things - that others can tell what sort 
of a person we are by what we do, not just 
by what we say. How can our actions show 
people what we are like?

• This type of story – told with the purpose 
of illustrating a point – is called a parable. 
Jesus often told parables to teach people 
important things about God. Do you know 
any of his other parables? 
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ACTIVITIES:

• Display the proverb from the programme 
on the board: ‘we show what we are like 
by what we do’ (or ‘actions speak louder 
than words’ if you prefer!). Children 
design posters using speech bubbles to 
illustrate what this proverb means.

• In the programme, we hear some friends 
being interviewed about what they 
like about each other. Create interview 
questions that children could ask groups 
of friends about each other - e.g. ‘What 
do you like about your friends?’ ‘Why did 
you choose them?’ ‘How long have you 
been friends’, etc.

• In drama, role-play situations suggested 
by children where people say one thing 
and then do something different. Talk 
about how the different ‘characters’ feel. 
Can people who say one thing and do 
another really be trusted?

• Give children time to think about whether 
their actions really do speak louder than 
words – do they always do what they 
say they will? Do they say one thing, but 
then show people another side to them by 
what they do and how they treat others? 
There may be specifi c things that they 
struggle with. Create a refl ective corner 
in your classroom with a box for children 
to post promises in that they make to 
themselves about these things.

Story 2: Pepper, my very own dog - part 
1. The fi rst part of an original story by Rob 
John. (Duration 08 27)

Online focus image: a rescue dog

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmf

Before the story:

• Do you have a pet? How do you look after 
it?

• What should someone think about before 
deciding to have a pet?

• In your opinion, which type of animal makes 
the best pet and why?

Synopsis:

Stanley remembers how as a 10-year-old boy 
he was very quiet and had hardly any friends. 
His Dad used to get frustrated with him, until 
he had the bright idea of getting Stanley a 
dog.

At the Dogs Home there was a choice of 
hundreds and Stanley’s Dad was keen on 
a cute little Spaniel, but Stanley saw a sad 
and frightened dog and decided he was the 
one he must take home. His Dad tried to 
dissuade him, but Stanley was adamant. The 
dog’s name was Pepper and he was scared of 
everything and everyone.
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Stanley tried hard to befriend him and win 
his trust, but without much success.  His 
Dad wanted to take Pepper back to the 
Dogs Home and swap him for the Spaniel, 
but Stanley wasn’t giving up. Then, after 
about three weeks, Stanley came home from 
school one day and greeted Pepper, who was 
lying in his basket. To Stanley’s excitement 
and delight he detected a slight wagging of 
Pepper’s tail in response to his greeting, and 
he sensed his hard work might pay off after 
all.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why did Dad think having a dog would be 
good for Stanley? Did Stanley agree?

• Why do you think Stanley chose Pepper?
• How did Pepper behave when Stanley got 

him home? Why do you think he behaved 
that way?

• How did Stanley try to help Pepper to feel 
better?

• What happened to make Stanley think he 
was fi nally winning Pepper’s trust?

ACTIVITIES:

• Write part of the story from Pepper’s 
point of view. You could choose to write 
about Pepper in the dogs and cats home 
when he fi rst sees Stanley and his dad, or 
perhaps when he fi rst arrives at Stanley’s 
home.

• Create a poster headed ‘Looking after 
your pet...’ and fi ll in the type of pet 
you want to write about. So it might be 
‘Looking after your pet dog’ or ‘Looking 
after your pet hamster’ for example. 
Think carefully about the important 
messages you want to get over to help 
people understand the responsibility they 
are taking on...and choose your words 
carefully to ensure that the message is 
clear.

• Draw before and after pictures showing 
Pepper’s life before moving in with 
Stanley, and afterwards when he is settled 
and happy. Divide your paper in two in 
landscape (long edge at top and bottom), 
format and draw a simple ‘before’ image on 
the right and ‘after’ on the left. You could 
also add key words around each picture. 
Choose ‘feeling’ words that indicate the big 
changes in Pepper’s life.

Weblinks:

Battersea Dogs and Cats Home:
www.battersea.org.uk/

Choosing and caring for pets:
www.pdsa.org.uk/pet-health-advice/
www.rspca.org.uk/allaboutanimals/pets

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.
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10. Relationships 2

Themes: caring for the environment / caring 
for each other / avoiding waste / the 3 Rs – 
reduce, re-use, recycle.
SEAL themes: ‘Relationships’ and ‘New be-
ginnings’.

Story 1: What a waste. An adaptation of a 
story about the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 
by Rachel Boxer. (Duration 04 34).

Online focus image: a sack of refuse

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmg

Before the story:

• Talk about how the classroom would look 
if we brought in and tipped out a new bag 
of rubbish every week. How long would 
it take before there was no space left?! 
What about the smell..?

• Discuss what children know about what 
happens to the rubbish we throw away. 
(There are some suggested websites in 
the follow-up activities section)

• Why is it important to reduce waste and 
recycle? What typical items of rubbish can 
be recycled or reused in some way?

• How can we reduce the amount of rubbish 
that we create?

Synopsis:

The story concerns the Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) and emphasizes the need to avoid un-
necessary waste.

Muhammad is travelling with his companions 
in the heat of the day and everyone is hot and 
tired. In the distance they spot a stream and 
everyone is very glad when Muhammad says 
they can stop. But then he does something 
they think is very odd...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• The narrator uses the words ‘may peace 
be upon him’ after the fi rst speaking of 
Muhammad’s name as a mark of respect. 
What does this show about his importance 
to Muslims?

• How do you think Muhammad and his fol-
lowers felt on their long journey and then 
when they saw the stream?

• Muhammad’s followers splashed and pad-
dled in the water. What would you have 
done if you had been there?

• Why were Muhammad’s followers so sur-
prised when they saw what Muhammad 
was doing?

• What other ‘good gifts’ do you think Mu-
hammad was talking about when he said 
‘Allah gives everyone good gifts’? How can 
we be responsible with them too?
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ACTIVITIES:

• Visit websites encouraging children to ‘Re-
duce, Reuse and Recycle’. See below for 
suggestions. Talk to children about what 
they fi nd out.

• Find out some more stories from the 
life of the Prophet Muhammad, or how 
Muslims celebrate his birthday. Why do 
children think that Muhammad is such 
an important person to Muslims? Who is 
important in your life? Why?

• Conduct a class audit on waste and rub-
bish – you could start with lunchboxes! 
How could you as a class or school use 
less packaging? Or reuse or recycle more? 
Children could design posters explaining 
how to Reduce Reuse and Recycle to oth-
er children at school. You could widen the 
challenge to other classes – or the whole 
school – and review how everyone’s get-
ting on after half a term.

• Make models out of recycled materials – 
you could set a group challenge and give 
each group the same boxes / bottles / 
tubes to see what each group will build. 
Take photos of the results or make the 
models into gallery exhibits, inviting other 
classes to view. Children could act as tour 
guides and explain what their models are 
about.

Links:

www.recyclezone.org.uk/home_about.aspx
www.recyclingconsortium.org.uk/primary/index.htm

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.

Story 2: Pepper, my very own dog – part 
2. The second part of an original story by Rob 
John. (Duration 08 37)

Online focus image: a rescue dog

To display a larger version as a focus 
image go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmg

Before the story:

• Recap on how to care for our pets, what 
their needs are and how we can meet 
them.

• What is a pet doctor called?
• What kind of things do vets have to do – 

what kinds of animals might they see and 
how do they treat them?

• Have you ever had a pet that’s been ill? Did 
you have to visit the vet? What happened? 
(This discussion may well lead onto pets 
that have died, allowing the children to in-
troduce the subject themselves).

Synopsis:

In the second part of the story about Stanley 
and his dog, Pepper, we hear how both of 
them benefi ted from the bond that was 
forming between them.
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When Stanley was approached by a bully 
while walking Pepper in the park, he found 
the strength to stand up for himself, which 
made him feel very proud. However, his new-
found happiness was shattered just before 
bonfi re night, when Pepper was spooked by a 
fi rework and ran away.

Pepper eventually turned up again, 
exhausted and frightened and Stanley had 
work hard to regain his trust. Then, when 
things had returned to normal, Stanley found 
he had the confi dence to do something he 
never thought he would do – he volunteered 
to give a talk to his class and his teacher 
about Pepper. The talk was so successful that 
Stanley declared it to be his best day ever, as 
he and Pepper, who was sitting beside him, 
basked in the applause from the rest of the 
class.  

When Stanley was 19 years old and studying 
at college, Pepper became ill and died and 
Stanley returned home to bury him. Stanley 
eventually became a teacher – which seemed 
strange considering how shy and lacking in 
confi dence he had been as a boy, but was 
probably helped by his relationship with an 
even shyer dog called Pepper.

After the programme:

QUESTIONS:

• How did Stanley’s relationship with Pepper 
help him deal with other people?

• Why did Pepper run away just before 
bonfi re night, and how did Stanley feel 
about his disappearance?

• When Pepper eventually returned, what 
had happened to Stanley’s relationship 
with him and how did Stanley try to put 
things right?

• What were the two amazing things that 
resulted from Stanley’s talk to his class, 
and how did that make him feel?

• What was Stanley studying to be when he 
received the news that Pepper was ill, and 
why was it surprising?

ACTIVITIES:

• In the story Stanley became more 
confi dent through looking after Pepper. 
Create a poster under the heading ‘Pets 
give you confi dence’. List and illustrate how 
you think pets do this. You might include 
words such as: responsibility, trust and 
being organised.

• Write a story about bonfi re night or any 
noisy celebration from the point of view 
of a pet. Can you imagine yourself as a 
pet who suddenly fi nds themselves in the 
middle of strange and frightening noises 
and smells? Include lots of feeling words, 
perhaps ‘fear’, ‘scared’ ‘jumpy’ for example.

• Write a poem called ‘Goodbye Pepper’ in 
which Stanley expresses his feelings for 
his dog soon after hearing that Pepper has 
died. 
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