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Introduction

The programmes in this series comprise a 
number of stories suitable for use in assem-
blies and which may also help you to deliver 
the requirement for a daily act of Collective 
Worship.

The stories have been drawn from School
Radio’s existing Collective Worship series 
Something to Think About (for 5 to 7 year 
olds) and Together (for 7 to 11 year olds) and 
linked to popular themes. The stories may also 
be used to support the SEAL framework (So-
cial and Emotional Aspects of Learning).

What is the value of using this resource?

• It is a ready-made resource for assemblies 
/ Collective Worship that can help your 
school to fulfill the statutory requirement 
for a daily act of Collective Worship. The 
material is of a ‘broadly Christian charac-
ter’, as required by the Education Reform 
Act, reflecting the ‘broad traditions of 
Christian belief.’

• It encourages individual and community 
responses, from a sense of celebration to 
thoughtful reflection.

• The programmes encourage pupils to think 
about issues and to share their experi-
ences.

• It can be used with large or small groups of 
pupils.

Using the content:

Programmes are available to download or 
subscribe to as podcasts for 60 days following 
transmission. They are also available as audio 
on demand from the BBC iPlayer Radio fol-
lowing transmission (check the contents table 
above for transmission dates).
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The podcast service allows you to download 
programmes to your computer, meaning that 
you can play the programme to your class:

• direct from a computer
• from a hifi by connecting the output of 

the computer into a suitable input on the 
amplifier (which offers enhanced sound 
quality)

For more information on how to subsribe to 
the podcast go to this page of the School 
Radio website:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/podcasts

Focus images:

Links to online focus images have been 
included in these Notes. These pictures can 
be displayed while listening to the stories to 
provide a visual focus.

In all cases these images may be freely 
viewed. We have taken care to ensure that 
these images come from appropriate sourc-
es. However, please note that the BBC is not 
responsible for the content of external
websites.

Preparation for using the programmes:

• Decide how you wish to incorporate these 
resources into your assembly / Collective 
Worship provision.

• Create a sense of occasion and explora-
tion by setting up a focus picture (either 
using the online resources included here 
or your own ideas) for pupils to think 
about during the programme.

• Consider ways to make the use of the 
focus image more effective – e.g. by pro-
jecting it or by displaying it on an interac-
tive whiteboard.

• Shut out distractions by closing the cur-
tains or dimming the lights.

• Think about the seating arrangements (e.g. 
would a semi-circle or circle arrangement 
foster greater engagement).

Other resources for Collective Worship:

You may wish to include a range of other 
material, including songs, alongside these 
stories. The existing School Radio programmes 
tend to source songs from Come and Praise 
Beginning, Come and Praise 1 and 2 and All 
about our school. These song books contain a 
wealth of songs for use in assemblies. They’ve 
also been compiled to respond to the require-
ments of the 1988 Education Reform Act.

The song books are also accompanied by:

• Come and Praise instrumental books. These 
contain the melody line, two melodic parts 
and a bass part. There are also guitar 
chords and suggestions for percussion.

• Audio CD. There is a double CD available 
for each collection. They may be used to 
provide enjoyable listening or accompani-
ment for assemblies where no pianist is 
available.

There are also additonal resources to support 
Collective Worship to be found on the School 
Radio website at:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/subjects/collectiveworship
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1. I am special

Themes: identity / the things that make 
each of us unique. SEAL themes: ‘Good to 
me’ and ‘Going for goals’.

Story 1: A burglar makes history by Rob 
John

Focus image: a finger print

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• What skills do you think you need to be a 
police officer?

• What is meant by ‘evidence’? What kinds 
of evidence can be left after a burglary 
(CCTV, DNA, fingerprints, witnesses etc)?

• What do you know about fingerprints and 
their role in solving crimes? Why are they 
so useful to the police? 

Synopsis:

It’s 1902 and Sergeant Charles Collins of 
Scotland Yard has been sent to investigate a 
burglary in Denmark Hill in South London.

When he discovers that all that has been 
stolen are three billiard balls he thinks it’s 
not worth his time. But then he’s told that 
the burglar left a full set of fingerprints on a 
window frame.
At this time fingerprinting is very new - in fact 
the police have only been taking fingerprints 
for a few months; but Sgt Collins is an expert 
and he soon finds a match with the prints of a 
habitual burglar, Harry Jackson.

Jackson denies the crime and is confident 
that Sgt Collins won’t be able to prove it was 
him. The case is heard at the Old Bailey and 
Sgt Collins is called as an expert witness. He 
doesn’t expect to gain a conviction, as the 
science of fingerprinting is so new, but after 
his explanation from the witness box, the jury 
is convinced and Jackson is found guilty – the 
first man in England to be convicted because 
of fingerprints.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why has Sergeant Collins been sent to 
investigate the burglary in Denmark Hill?

• When did police start taking fingerprints?
• Why is Sergeant Collins nervous about 

giving evidence?
• Why does he think the jury won’t believe 

him?
• How did he explain the science of 

fingerprinting to the court?
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ACTIVITIES:

• Take your own fingerprints. You will need 
an ink pad, paper and something to clean 
up with (moist wipes are easiest).

• Spread some old newspaper on a table.
Press your fingers one by one into the 
inkpad and then onto the paper. Use a 
slight rolling motion to ensure that the 
inked finger makes good contact with the 
paper.

• Use the fingerprints as the starting point 
for a ‘This is me’ poster showing all the 
things that make you special and unique. 
You could include photos, details of 
talents and skills, family trees and so on.

• Write your own story about a crime 
solved by fingerprint evidence. Think 
about the crime itself and how, despite 
being careful, the criminal is caught.

Weblinks:

Information on the history of fingerprinting:

http://onin.com/fp/fphistory.html

Information on Sir Edward Henry, whose 
system of fingerprint classification was 
adopted by Scotland Yard in 1901:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Henry

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.

Story 2: Anansi and his sons - an 
adaptation of a traditional Caribbean tale by 
Tess Morris

Focus image: a spider

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• What do the children know about Anansi? 
Do they know of any stories he appears 
in? What is his character like? What sort of 
stories does he appear in?

• Talk about the things that make us all 
special. What things make each of us 
unique (e.g. fingerprints)? What things 
make us special or different to our peers 
(e.g. individual skills or personality traits)?

• What does it mean when we say that we 
are ‘all different but all really the same’?
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Synopsis:

Anansi the spider has six sons who each 
have very special and unusual talents. One 
day, when Anansi disappears, the sons find 
that their different talents come in very 
handy in uniting them for a common purpose 
– to save their Dad!

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Each of Anansi’s sons has a special ‘gift’, 
or ‘talent’. List what each son could do 
and use it as a springboard for discussion 
about the different things that children 
think they are good at.

• The sons in the story were successful 
because they worked together to save 
their dad. Share experiences of working 
together and the advantages of doing so.

• Anansi’s sons all had nicknames relating 
to their special talents. If you were to be 
given a nickname, what would you like to 
be called? (e.g. Luke the goal-scorer.)

• If you were Anansi, what might you have 
chosen as a thank-you gift for the sons?

ACTIVITIES:

• Draw ‘superhero’ type pictures of each of 
Anansi’s sons showing something of their 
special talent in their physical attributes. 
Display alongside their nicknames.

• List all the different talents that there are 
hidden within the song.

• Make a ‘talents’ board in the classroom 
and put the children into pairs – they 
could choose a friend, or their talking-
partner, or you may wish to choose the 
pairings yourself, especially if you have 
any children with low self-esteem. Each 
child is to celebrate one thing that they 
think their partner is good at, draw their 
partner’s portrait and write a sentence 
about their talent. 

2. A helping hand

Themes: helping others and working together. 
SEAL themes: Changes / Relationships.

Story 1: Growing with Grandad part 1 - 
the first part of an original story by Rob John 

Focus image: an allotment

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• Whereabouts do we grow food in this  
country – is it just on farms or can you 
think of other places?

• What is your favourite fresh food (a tomato 
would be fresh, a frozen pizza made with 
tomato would be processed).

• Do you or any members of your family 
grow anything to eat? What do they grow 
and where do they grow it? Do you like to 
eat what you/ they grow?
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Synopsis:

A moving story about growing vegetables...
and a young boy’s special relationship with 
his grandfather.

Michael remembers how as a child he hated 
eating vegetables and hated being taken to 
his grandfather’s allotment in particular. But 
then Michael’s mother has a new baby and 
Michael finds himself spending much more 
time with his grandfather...which means even 
more time on the allotment.

Michael’s grandfather teaches him how to 
plant seed potatoes and Michael is amazed 
when, months later, they dig up the potatoes 
and Michael eats the best meal of his life. 
Michael has fallen under the spell of the 
allotment and the endless cycle of planting 
and harvesting.

But when next year comes - and it is time 
to plant the potatoes again - things are very 
different.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why did Michael not like Grandad’s        
allotment? What did he think was wrong 
with it?

• What did Michael and Grandad plant on 
the first visit to the allotment? How did 
they plant them?

• What changed Michael’s mind about the 
allotment?

• How did his attitude to fruit and  
vegetables change? 

• How did he feel at the end of the   
summer – about the allotment...and 
about his Grandad?

ACTIVITIES:

• Think about your favourite fresh food. 
What words would you use to describe its 
taste, colour, texture and how it makes 
you feel. When you eat it does it remind 
you of anywhere special or a particular 
time in your life? Write a poem in which 
you try to convey what it is like to eat your 
favourite fresh food.

• Choose a key moment from the story and 
illustrate it. You could add speech bubbles, 
thought bubbles and/or a caption.

• Design your own allotment space. What 
would you grow in it and what other things 
would you have (a shed for your tools, 
and a chair for enjoying the view for ex-
ample). Perhaps you’d add other things 
like a secret food store and a book shelf. 
Think carefully about what you’ll put where 
to make it a good place to visit and grow 
things.
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Story 2: Growing with Grandad part 2 - 
the second part of an original story by Rob 
John

Focus image: new shoots coming up from 
the ground

Click on the image to display a larger version

NOTE: The story features the death of 
Grandad which may be a sensitive issue 
for some children.

Before the story:

• Are there any allotments near where you 
live? What kinds of things do people grow 
there? Apart from eating what you grow, 
what other pleasures do you think people 
gain from growing plants?

• Can you remember what happened in 
the first part of Gardening with Grandad? 
Why did Michael not like the allotment 
and what changed his mind?

Synopsis:

In the second part of the story we rejoin 
Michael in the spring as he and Grandad are 
due to start planting potatoes again. Down 
at the allotment Michael is worried by how 
thin Grandad looks and persuades him to 
sit down while he does all the planting by 
himself.

One night there’s a phone call to say that 
Grandad has been taken in to hospital and 
he may have to have an operation. Michael 
and his Mum visit him and Grandad asks 
Michael to look after the allotment until he’s 
better. Michael readily agrees and tends the 
allotment every day after school. When he 
digs up the first lot of potatoes, and sees 
how many there are and how perfect they 
are, he can’t wait to take them to show 
Grandad. However, when he gets to the 
hospital, Grandad’s bed is empty.

Michael is now grown up with a son of his 
own and an allotment where he’s teaching 
his son how to grow potatoes, in the same 
way as his Grandad taught him.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why was Michael worried about Grandad?
• At the hospital, what did Grandad ask 

Michael to do for him? 
• What kind of things did Michael need to 

do at the allotment? 
• What did he discover at the allotment 

that he was so eager to show to 
Grandad? 

• How is the grown-up Michael putting the 
knowledge he gained from Grandad to 
good use?
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ACTIVITIES:

• Talk in pairs and then as a whole class. 
What things do you think Michael learned 
from his Grandad, did he only learn 
about growing things?

• In the story we find out that Grandad 
has died but we are not actually told 
this. How does the story get this sad fact 
across? Can you create an illustration for 
this important part of the story?

• Conduct a blindfold tasting of fresh fruit 
and vegetables - can the blindfolded 
volunteers work out what they are 
tasting?

3. Choices

Themes: making choices / taking difficult 
decisions / listening to one’s conscience. SEAL 
themes: ‘Going for goals’ and 
‘Changes’.

Story 1: Eric Liddel - a historical story by 
Lucy Lethbridge

Focus image: a stop watch.

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• Show children the stopwatch. What’s it for? 
Have they ever used one? Set challenges 
using the stopwatch - e.g. how many times 
can you jump on the spot / write your 
name etc. in a minute?

• Watch footage of athletes running. Talk 
about how it feels to run fast. What do 
children like / dislike about it?

• Talk together about what children think 
a ‘talent’ is? Talk about people they think 
are talented and why they think that. Do 
children in your class have special 

     talents?
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Synopsis:

It’s 1924 and everyone is talking about 
the Olympics in Paris, France. In Scotland, 
everyone’s hopes are pinned on Eric Liddell 
for a gold medal in the 100 metres.

As the day draws near, Eric receives a letter 
telling him he will have to run on a Sunday 
– and Eric makes a decision that will change 
his life forever...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why do you think Eric was known as ‘The 
Flying Scotsman’?

• How would it feel to win a gold medal? Do 
you think that was the reason that Eric 
tried hard to run his fastest?

• Do you think people understood why Eric 
wouldn’t run on a Sunday? Have you 
ever had to stand up for something you 
believed in? What happened?

• How do you think the people back in 
Scotland felt when they heard that Eric 
was going to run in the 400 metres race 
instead?

• Why did crowds show up to greet all the 
athletes as they arrived in Paris?

• How do you think Eric felt before the start 
of the race? Or when he read what was 
written on the paper? Or as he ran? Or 
when he finished? Or as he got the gold 
medal? Share ideas together.

ACTIVITIES:

• In the story we hear that Eric believed 
that he should not run on a Sunday, 
but rest and worship God instead. Find 
out what Christians do on Sundays that 
makes that day special and different from 
other days of the week – and why they 
think it’s important to do this.

• Hold a class talent show in which children 
can showcase their talents – you could 
make it a fundraising event for charity 
/ your school fund, or for parents to 
attend. Involve children in as much of 
the organisation as possible (especially 
those who don’t want to be on stage) 
e.g. choosing music, deciding programme 
order, producing and selling tickets / 
programmes, keeping track of the budget 
(if you set one) etc. Many children may 
feel they don’t have a talent that can 
be put on a stage, so really encourage 
children to think of other ways that they 
are talented - e.g. being a good friend and 
find a way of recognising this at the event.

• Look at photos of Eric running and see 
if you can see what was unusual about 
his running style. Find out more about 
the Olympics – what they are and where 
they’ll be held next! What event would 
children like to take part in and why?

• Write a newspaper article reporting on 
this event in history or look at clips from 
actual newspapers to see what was written 
Eric Liddell. You can search the archives 
of newspapers – e.g. ‘The Scotsman’ for 
articles.

Links:

http://archive.scotsman.com/ 

You Tube has plenty of clips concerning Eric 
Liddell – many appraising his character and 
convictions.

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.
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Story 2: Jonah and the Whale - an 
adaptation of the Biblical tale by Nicky 
Grishotti

Focus image: Jonah and the Whale

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• What do children know of the story of 
Jonah from the Bible?

• Talk about things the children feel are 
‘right’ and things they feel are ‘wrong’. 
Are there occasions when they think 
something might be ‘in between’?

Synopsis:

Jonah doesn’t want to be God’s messenger 
to the people of Nineveh so he sets off on a 
journey in the opposite direction. He joins a 
ship at sea and when there is a storm Jonah 
ends up overboard and is swallowed by a 
whale.
He knows what the right thing to do is, but 
will he do it?

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Have children ever been asked to do an 
important job? How did they feel about 
it? Talk about the different emotions ex-
pressed within the story – how Jonah felt 
when he was running away from God or 
was swallowed by the whale; how the sail-
ors felt when they experienced the storm 
or had to throw Jonah overboard; how the 
King of Nineveh felt when he heard God’s 
message etc.

• Jonah has to make some big decisions in 
the story. Talk together about the sorts 
of decisions the children have to make in 
every day life (e.g. what to wear; who to 
be friends with; what games to play etc.) 
Sometimes we have to choose between 
things that are right and things that are 
wrong. Use the children’s discussion to 
begin to investigate their sense of ‘right 
and wrong.’ How can we help each other 
to make the right choices in life?

• Talk about the things that children found 
surprising within the story.

ACTIVITIES:

• Show children pictures from the story of 
Jonah and the Whale (see the links be-
low). Talk together about which parts of 
the story have been illustrated.

• Ask children to write speech bubbles for 
the different characters in different parts 
of the story – different groups of children 
could be given different sections or dif-
ferent characters within the story to think 
about. You could then either make these 
into a display or add them to Henry Mar-
tin’s PowerPoint (see ‘Links’).
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• Make an interactive display – on thick 
bubble-shaped paper, or another shape 
such as water droplets spurting from a 
large collage whale. Children write about 
difficult decisions that they make as they 
make them and add them to the display. 
Talk about them at various points during 
the week / term.

• Use pictures of whales and other sea 
creatures to explore what children know 
about sea life. Find other sea creatures 
that are mammals, like whales (e.g. 
seals) and talk about how they are differ-
ent from fish.

Links:

www.sermons4kids.com/powerpoint_presentations.htm

Henry Martin is an Anglican vicar, living in 
Salford. He enjoys ‘doodling cartoons’ (his 
words) and is happy for his work to be used 
in lessons and assemblies, but not used for 
profit.)

The BBC is not responsible for the content of
external websites.

4. The power of dreams

Themes: the power of dreams to inspire / 
dreams ‘showing the way’. SEAL themes: ‘New  
Beginnings’ and ‘Changes.’

Story 1: Dream on. A woman remembers  
being at Martin Luther King’s famous speech 
as a young girl. By John Tuckey.

Focus image: a portrait of ‘MLK’

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• Talk about the picture. What do the 
children think Martin Luther King was like?

• Share ideas about times when children feel 
they have been treated unfairly. How did it 
make them feel?

• As a preparation for the story, find America 
on a world map and in particular the city of 
Washington DC, where the ‘I have a dream’ 
speech was made.

• The story is set during the famous speech 
made by ML King, so you might like to 
explain to children a little of what life was 
like for black people at the time, and how 
much was changed by that 

     speech.
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Synopsis:

The story is written from the point of view 
of a young girl, witnessing Martin Luther 
King’s famous speech first-hand in the 
company of her father.

She is unsure to begin with what the 
occasion is about; but then the excitement 
of the crowd begin to draw her in...and 
the words of Martin Luther King become 
implanted in her mind forever.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why do you think black people and white 
people were separated? How do you feel 
about this? Have you ever been treated 
like that?

• Which part of Martin Luther King’s 
speech do you think was the most 
important?

• Do you have any dreams for our world?

ACTIVITIES:

• With a partner, ask children to make lists 
of ways in which they are the same as / 
different from their partner. How can we 
‘celebrate’ these differences?

• Imagine that you were Martin as a little 
boy, going to school for the first time 
and finding that your friend couldn’t 
go too because of his / her skin colour. 
Share your thoughts and feelings.

• Why do the children think Martin Luther 
King became such a famous leader? 

Story 2: The Snowdrop - an adaptation of 
Hans Christian Andersen’s traditional tale by 
Rob John 

Focus image: a snowdrop

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• Does anyone know the name of this little 
flower? Why do they think it might be 
called a ‘snow’ drop?

• What other spring flowers do you know the 
names of?

• What other signs are there that Spring has 
arrived?

• What do you love about Spring?
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Synopsis:

Under the earth the Snowdrop bulb is 
determined to reach up towards the light.

When the Snowdrop finally reaches up into 
the world she discovers that it is still winter. 
The wind and the snow tell her this is ‘our 
time’ - not the time for flowers.

That night the temperature drops and the 
Snowdrop struggles to survive. But in the 
morning she is still alive and the sun is 
shining.

A girl and her mother walk past and the 
mother comments on the solitary snowdrop - 
the bravest flower, the first sign of spring.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• What are the differences in the story 
between winter and spring?

• Why do you think Snowdrop wasn’t happy 
in her bulb? What did she want in the 
outside world?

• Why couldn’t the Sun help her to get out 
of the bulb?

• Do you think Snowdrop was glad to be 
out of her bulb? When did she think she 
might’ve made a mistake?

• What did the Snow, North Wind and Ice 
think about Snowdrop?

• Why do you think the girl was so glad to 
see Snowdrop?

• Why do you think the Mother called 
Snowdrop brave?

ACTIVITIES:

• Write riddles about the seasons or things 
that you see in Spring and read out for 
others to guess.

• Be Nature Detectives like Paul! Go out 
onto your field or playground and search 
for clues that spring is here. Collect 
photographic evidence to add captions to 
back in the classroom.

• Make an ongoing interactive large class 
collage of a winter scene e.g. bare hillside 
with bare tree on it. Add signs of Spring in 
as they appear e.g. snowdrops under the 
trees; blossom on the trees; spring lambs 
etc.

• Find out about and share together other 
stories by Hans Christian Andersen 
e.g. the Ugly Duckling; Emperor’s New 
Clothes; Little Mermaid. You could read a 
different one each story time during the 
week.

• Conduct a class survey about favourite 
spring flowers and keep a list so that you 
can plant bulbs in the school grounds at 
autumn time.
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5. Festivals

Themes: the festival of Easter; Palm   
Sunday; Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem; the 
festival of Diwali; the story of Rama and 
Sita; good overcoming evil

Story 1: Dan the Donkey by Rachel Boxer

Focus image: a despiction of Jesus entering 
Jerusalem on a donkey

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• Talk about the different journeys that 
children have thought about over the last 
few programmes. Which do they think is 
the most amazing journey so far? Why? 
What’s the most exciting journey they’ve 
ever made?

• Show children the picture of the crowd 
of people. Why are they excited and why 
might they be shouting?

Synopsis:

Dan is the youngest and smallest donkey in 
the field where he lives.

Dan is teased by the other donkeys -   
especially when he reveals his big dreams for 
the future. But one day Dan’s dreams come 
true...

Two men appear. They tell Dan’s owner that 
he is needed - by Jesus...the ‘master’. Dan 
looks to his mother and she smiles back at 
him  reassuringly.

Jesus takes his place on Dan’s back and  
together they journey down the hill into  
Jerusalem. A crowd of people has gathered 
and palm leaves are thrown at Dan’s feet 
amid shouts of ‘Hosanna!’

Dan realises that this journey is his special 
task - the thing that he has always dreamed 
of - and let’s out a ‘Hosanna!’ of his own.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why did Dan stop dreaming about his big 
plans? Have you ever felt like this? What 
did you do about it? 

• How do you think he felt when he was   
chosen for the special task of carrying     
Jesus into Jerusalem? 

• Have you ever been chosen to do a special 
job? How did you feel? 

• If you were Dan, what might you have told 
your donkey friends about when you got 
home?
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ACTIVITIES:

• Consider the symbol of the Palm Cross 
and how it links the different aspects of 
the Easter story together.

• Find out how Easter is celebrated – and 
how the events of what Christians call 
‘Holy Week’ (which starts with the Palm 
Sunday journey), are marked. Look at 
famous works of art that depict the  
different events and put them in order. 
Many appropriate paintings can be found 
at the National Gallery’s website.

• Listen to more excerpts from J.S. Bach’s 
‘St. Matthew’s Passion’ and talk about 
the story that it portrays. Why might 
someone write music about this story?

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.

Story 2: Rama and Sita - A Diwali story 
adapted by Rachel Boxer.

Focus image: Diwali celebrations

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• What is a festival – can you think of any 
festivals that you enjoy? What happens 
at them and what do you like best about 
them?

• What does Diwali mean to you? Do you 
celebrate the festival? Do you know people 
who do and what do you see around you at 
Diwali time?

• Have you ever heard of the story of Rama 
and Sita? What do you know about it?

Synopsis:

The king of Ayodhya had four sons by three 
different wives, and the eldest, Rama, was 
married to a beautiful princess. The king     
decided to hand the throne over to his eldest 
son, who was a good and kind man, but the 
mother of his youngest son had other plans. 
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She had once saved the king’s life and, as a 
reward, wanted the throne for her own son 
and wanted Rama to be sent away for 14 
years.

The king reluctantly agreed and Rama and 
Sita, together with another brother, Laksh-
man, were banished to the forest. After they 
had been living there peacefully for some 
time, Sita was abducted by the demon king – 
Ravana - and imprisoned on his island.

When Rama realised what had happened, he 
spotted the trail of jewellery that Sita had 
cleverly left behind to help him find her. With 
the help of the monkey- king – Hanuman 
- and after many years of searching, they 
found the island where Sita was imprisoned. 
Hanuman and his animal army built a bridge 
over to the island where there was a fierce 
battle, in which Rama killed Ravana and 
rescued Sita. As their 14 year exile was now 
over, they returned home to great rejoicing. 
In celebration the people of Ayodhya deco-
rated their houses with garlands of flowers 
and lit small lamps in their windows to guide 
Rama and Sita home.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why did the king of Ayodhya send Rama 
and away?

• Can you describe Ravana, the demon 
king? How did he trick Sita?

• How did Rama find Sita and who helped 
him?

• How did Rama get on to Ravana’s island 
and how did he rescue her?

• How did the people of Ayodhya celebrate 
Rama and Sita’s return home?

ACTIVITIES:

• Choose one moment or scene from 
the  story of Rama and Sita and make a        
picture of it. First think about the best way 
(medium) to show your scene. If it is one 
featuring Sita’s jewels you might like to 
make it out of shiny and glittery things. Or 
you might depict a battle scene using cut-
out black figures on a bright background. 
You could arrange things so that different 
people or groups tell their own part of the 
story and then put them all together to  
create a display showing the whole tale.

• Look again at the words of today’s song 
‘Flickering candles in the night’, number 
114 in Come & Praise 2. Choose just one 
line and use it as the first line of a poem. 
Think about the words you’ve chosen and 
what they mean to you. What pictures do 
they conjure up in your mind? Then use 
these ideas to complete your own poem. It 
could be about anything – you don’t have 
to stick to the Diwali or festival theme.

• Diwali is a time for looking forward and 
hoping for good times and health for 
friends and family. Can you create a   
greeting card for Diwali or any festival? 
You’ll need to design the outside and the 
inside, and think about the words as well 
as the pictures. You could design on paper 
or on a computer.
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6. I wonder why..?

Themes: the wonder of the natural world; 
creation stories from different cultures; how 
humans seek to explain natural phenomena.

Story 1: I wonder why...the moon 
shines? An adaptation of a creation myth by 
Kate Stonham

Focus image: the moon

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• Look at the picture of the moon. How is it 
different from the sun?

• What do the children think of when they 
look at the moon?

• Find out a little about why the moon 
changes shape over the course of a 
month.

Synopsis:

Raoul is a small boy who lives in a village 
with his family. The villagers are tired all the 
time and the land around them is baked and 
hard, because there is no night - Big Snake 
keeps night locked away in a coconut shell at 
the bottom of the river. One of the villagers 
is married to Big Snake’s daughter, Maria, 
and so she sends a request to her mother to 
give her the night. Raoul sneaks into the back 
of the boat as her servants set off down the 
river to collect it, but things don’t quite go to 
plan...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Have children heard any other creation 
stories? Do they think they are true?

• Why do you think Big Snake kept the night 
locked away?

• Why didn’t Big Snake need the night?
• If you were Raoul, would you have crept 

into the boat?
• Why do you think the servants let the 

night out, even though they had been 
warned not to?

• Would you have done the same thing?

ACTIVITIES:

• Find the country of Brazil on a map and 
look at photos that show what it is like – 
cities and natural world. How is it different 
from life where you live? Would you like to 
live / visit there?

• paint pictures of what you think Big Snake 
lookS like, or make a class collage of the 
story.

• As a class, write captions describing why 
children like night-time, and display in 
a class book with facts that you find out 
together about the night-time.

• Sort pictures of animals that 
     are nocturnal / diurnal.
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Story 2: I wonder why...the sun sets?
An adaptation of a creation myth by Sue Reid

Focus image: the setting sun

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• Look at the picture of the setting sun and 
discuss how the earth turns as it travels 
around the sun, giving day and night.

• Talk together about what children like 
about the daytime – and how it feels 
when the sun comes out again, maybe 
after a period of rainy days.

• Talk about wha it would be like if it was 
always daytime...or always night time.

Synopsis:

Maui and the people in his village are finding 
that there are just not enough hours of 
daylight in the day in which to complete all 
the work they must do (does that sound 
familiar?!).

Maui, an inventive boy, decides that he must 
capture the sun and persuade it to shine for 
longer. But this is not a very easy task.

The next day, he meets an old woman and 
with an act of sacrifice on the part of his 
sister, he lies in wait for the sun to rise...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• What jobs do you do to help your family? 
• Have you ever felt like Maui – that the 

day is not quite long enough?
• If you were Maui, how would you have 

tried to capture the sun?
• Who helped Maui to achieve his aim?
• Have you ever needed help? Who did 

you ask? Have you ever needed to be 
determined, like Maui, to keep on trying? 
Share stories together.

ACTIVITIES:

• Make diaries accounting for all the 
different things that each child does 
during one day. Interesting discussions 
might be had about the variety of getting 
up / bed times!

• Look at a picture of the solar system 
showing the planets and their position to 
the sun. Do children know anything about 
any of the planets? Find out together 
some interesting number facts about the 
planets in the solar system, especially 
comparing the size of the earth with the 
sun. Where does the sun go at the end of 
the day? Consider what our world would 
be like without the sun. How would life be 
different? Why are we so dependent on 
it?

• Read the Judeo-Christian creation story 
from the Bible (Genesis 1-2). What does 
this story say about the creation of day 
and night? 
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7. Overcoming the odds

Themes: strength in adversity / persever-
ance / standing up for what you believe.
SEAL themes: ‘Changes’, ‘New beginnings’ 
and ‘Good to be me’.

Story 1: Louis Braille. A short biography of 
the inventor of ‘braille’ by Tracey Hammett

Focus image: a page of braille

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• What are the ‘five senses’?
• What does the word ‘read’ mean? It 

seems obvious – you read words, written 
or printed, by looking at them. But can 
you think of any other meanings of the 
word ‘read’ (computers read discs etc, we 
‘read’ faces).

• What type of reading can unsighted peo-
ple do?

Synopsis:

Louis Braille was born in 1809 in Coupvray in 
France. As a young child he injured his eye 
playing with one of his father’s tools. This led 
to an infection in both his eyes and by the 
age of 4 he was completely blind. At that time 
it was rare for blind people to go to school or 
to work, but Louis’ father was determined to 
help his son and arranged for him to go to the 
village school. Louis memorised much of what 
he heard, although he was frustrated that he 
couldn’t read or write.

When he was 10, he started at the Royal 
Institute for Blind Youth in Paris. There was a 
library there with special books for the blind, 
but Louis was disappointed to find that the 
books were very bulky, as the words were 
raised up on the page for the blind students 
to read by feeling the letters.

One day an army captain, Charles Barbier, 
visited the school to demonstrate his system 
of ‘night writing’, a system of raised dots and 
dashes on cardboard, which he had devised 
so his soldiers could read messages without 
light. Louis spent two years adapting Barbier’s 
complicated system into a simple system 
using six tiny dots in different combinations 
to represent the alphabet. Louis was 15 when 
he completed his system and then spent the 
rest of his life perfecting it and teaching it to 
others – as now used by blind and partially 
sighted people all over the world.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• After Louis became blind, how did he cope 
with everyday life?
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• At the time when Louis was a boy, what 
usually happened to blind people?

• How did Louis’ father help him to over-
come his disability?

• What kind of books existed for blind     
people and why was Louis disappointed        
with them?

• Why did Charles Barbier invent his ‘night 
writing’ system?

• Why was the Braille system so successful? 

ACTIVITIES:

• Write a Guide Dog puppy’s story about 
how he or she learns to help a blind 
person and meets their new owner.

• Think about the sense of sight and write 
a poem where the each line begins, 
‘With my eyes I can...’ Try to think of 
lots of different things that you are able 
to do because of your sense of sight. 
Leave a space after each line, then fill 
in the spaces with lines that begin – ‘An 
unsighted person...’. So your poem might 
start like this: ‘With my eyes I can read 
a book / An unsighted person can read a 
Braille book. / With my eyes I can walk to 
the shops / An unsighted person can go 
with a guide dog.’

• You might need to copy out a neat 
version of your poem when you’ve written 
it.

• The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association 
is a charity that depends on people giving 
and raising money. Can you think of a 
clever way to raise money for them? 
Work in pairs or small groups first, and 
then come together as a class to share 
your ideas and decide on the best way 
forward.

Story 2: David and Goliath. An adaptation 
of the bible story by Sue Reid

Focus image: a sling with stones

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• What do the children know of the story of 
David and Goliath from the Bible?

• Have the children ever heard the expres-
sions such as ‘It’s a real David and Goli-
ath situation’? What do these expressions 
mean?

• Can the children recall difficult situations 
in which they didn’t expect to do well? 
What happened?

Synopsis:

The story is told from the point of view of 
Goliath’s former shield bearer. He remembers 
the time when a young shepherd boy called 
David vanquished the mighty Philistine 
champion, Goliath.

He relates how he, Goliath and the rest of 
the Philistine army were waiting for battle to 
begin against their enemies, the 
Israelites.  
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Goliath was impatient and eventually issued 
an ultimatum to the Israelites.  He told 
them to send a man to fight against him in 
single combat.  If he, Goliath, was beaten, 
the Philistines would bend to the will of the 
Israelites, but if Goliath won, the Israelites 
would become slaves of the Philistines.  
Goliath was a giant of a man and it would 
take a brave man to fight him.  

He continued to challenge the Israelites, 
but for 40 days no one volunteered to take 
him on.  However, on the 41st day, a young 
shepherd boy stepped forward. He showed 
no fear of Goliath and declared that God was 
on his side and would protect him...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• What kind of man was Goliath?  Why do 
you think his shield bearer regarded him 
as a hero?

• What challenge did Goliath make to the 
Israelites, and why do you think nobody 
wanted to fight him?

• What reason did David give for not being 
afraid of Goliath?

• How did David kill Goliath, and what 
effect did it have on the Philistines?

• Can you say who you think was the 
braver, Goliath or David, and why?

ACTIVITIES:

• Draw a picture of David and Goliath 
as they face each other. Add thought 
bubbles to show what each is thinking.

• Make up your own ‘David and Goliath’ 
story. It can be an entirely different 
set of circumstances, but shows how 
someone overcomes extreme odds.

• Working together in pairs or groups 
create a mime showing the story of 
David and Goliath.

8. Special journeys
Themes: important journeys / persecution of 
Jewish people during World War 2 / arriving 
somewhere new / dealing with change.
SEAL themes: ‘Changes’ and ‘New beginnings’.

Story 1: The last train from Prague
Based on the extraordinary achievement of Sir 
Nicholas Winton - the ‘British Schindler’. By 
Rob John.

Focus image: an old suitcase

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• What do you know about the Second 
World War? Who was involved? When did 
it take place? How were children in the UK 
affected? If you have studied the war, give 
five key facts to remind everyone about it.

• Why were Jewish people under particular 
threat during the war?

• What does the word ‘selflessness’ mean? 
Can you think of any examples?

22

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmd


School Radio  © BBC 2013www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

                                              Stories for Collective Worship - Autumn 2013

Synopsis: 

The story is based on the experience of 
Milena Fleischmann, who as a young girl 
living in Prague in July 1939 was among 
a group of Jewish children who were sent 
to England by their parents to escape 
persecution by the Nazis.

It was a long journey by train and Milena, 
aged 9, was accompanied by her 4-year-
old sister and 2-year-old cousin. She 
bravely said goodbye to her mother and 
grandparents and uncle at the station. The 
Germans had already come looking for her 
father and he had gone into hiding.

After two days and two nights on the train 
they arrived in London and later all three 
girls were taken to live with a family near 
Manchester.

Two months later, in September 1939, 
another train prepared to leave Prague with 
250 Jewish children on board, but this time 
it was too late.  The war had started and the 
train never set off. It’s believed that most of 
the children taken off that train died during 
the war.

Eventually Milena’s parents managed to 
escape from Czechoslovakia and joined her 
in England.  Milena is now 80 years old, and 
has never forgotten the journey that saved 
her life.

After the programme:

QUESTIONS:

• Why were Milena, her sister and cousin 
making the train journey to England?

• Why were the children travelling alone?
• How long was the journey and what does 

Milena remember about the journey?

• Why were Milena, Eva and Helen lucky to 
leave Prague in July, rather than waiting 
until September? Milena, Eva and Helen 
were ‘Winton’s Children’.  

• What do you know about Sir Nicholas 
Winton? How and why did he arrange for 
the children’s evacuation to England?

ACTIVITIES:

• Tell the story of Milena, her sister and 
cousin as a comic book or graphic novel. 
Choose four or five key moments to 
represent in the ‘frames’ and illustrate 
them, adding words in the form of: 
Narration - like picture titles such 
as ‘The next moment...’ or ‘One week 
later...’; Thoughts in ‘thought bubbles’; 
Speech in ‘speech bubbles’.

• Write a poem about the events in the 
story, giving your feelings about what 
happened to Milena, her sister and cousin. 
You might include the unsuccessful 
journey of the 250 children who left in 
September.

• You might like to use a contrast structure 
for your poem, comparing life for you and 
for Milena and the other refugees. For 
example: We go to school / They feared to 
go out / Our country is our home / Theirs 
became the enemy...

• Find out about child refugees today and 
the organisations that are helping them. Is 
there anything that your class could do to 
help?

Weblinks:

The history of Kindertransport:
www.kindertransport.org/history.htm

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.
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Story 2: Lakshmi’s walk. An apadtation of a 
Hindu story for Diwali, by Rachel Boxer

Focus image: a diva lamp typical of those lit 
during Diwali

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• Look at the diva lamp together. Does any-
one know what it is and when it is used? If 
you have one with you light it and watch 
the candle flame. Explain that children will 
find out more about divas in today’s story.

• Do children know of other times of year 
and other festivals that use candles? Why 
do they think light is often used as a sym-
bol?

• Are there any Hindu children in your class 
or school? What do you know of their cel-
ebrations and beliefs?

Synopsis:

Lakshmi is the goddess of prosperity and 
wealth. Every Divali, so the story goes, she 
walks from her summer home to the city, 
guided by the lamps of the faithful.

But one Divali, as she sets out on her walk, 
the land is dark...except for the house of a 
clever washerwoman...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Do you think the King did the right thing 
in always giving the Queen what she 
wanted? Why?

• Have you ever lost anything precious, like 
the Queen did? What happened and how 
did you feel?

• How do you think the washerwoman 
felt when she saw the necklace on her 
doorstep? How might the story have been 
different if she hadn’t been honest?

• How was the washerwoman clever? What 
might you have asked the king for if you 
were the washerwoman?

• Talk about how Lakshmi felt at different 
points in the story - e.g. when she saw 
the darkness everywhere; when she was 
trying to find her way; when she saw the 
washerwoman’s house, etc.

ACTIVITIES:

• Talk with children about the different 
creatures that live together in 
communities and what the collective 
nouns for those groups are - e.g. a colony 
of ants / bees; a flock of geese; a crash 
of rhinos; a parliament of crows etc. Find 
out about the different roles that occur in 
some animal communities - e.g. worker 
ants / drones / Queen bee, etc.
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• Find out more about the beliefs and 
celebrations of the Hindu faith. Look at 
pictures of worship in a Hindu temple or 
of Divali being celebrated and talk about 
how it might feel to be a Hindu child in 
those different situations.

• Make diva lamps out of clay. Paint them 
in bright colours and place a nightlight in 
each. Talk about how it might look if they 
were all alight in the darkness.

• Make a list of the different communities 
that children belong to, what they enjoy 
about being part of them, and why they 
think they’re important. Write a prayer as 
a class about being part of a community. 

9. Relationships 1

Themes: relationships / how we interact with 
others / caring for others.
SEAL themes: ‘Relationships’ ‘New beginnings’ 
and ‘Getting on and falling out’.

Story 1: The two sons. An adaptation of the 
Bible story of the brother Reuben and Jacob, 
by Rachel Boxer

Focus image: shaking hands

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• Look at the picture of people shaking 
hands. When do people do this? Why do 
they do it? What does it show about the re-
lationship between the two people? (usually 
that they’re friends!)

• Talk together about the things you can tell 
about someone by what they are doing, 
e.g. if someone smiles, or hugs another 
person, or hurts someone, etc.

• Consider the words of this proverb: ‘We 
show what we are like by what we do’. 
What do children think this means?
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Synopsis:

Reuben and Jacob are brothers. One day, 
their father asks them both to help him in 
the family vineyard. The older son, Reuben, 
says that he is too hot and tired to help, but 
Jacob tells his father he will help once he has 
said goodbye to his friend.

When the father arrives at the vineyard with 
all the equipment they need to tend the 
vines, he finds a surprise waiting for him...

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Have your parents or your teacher ever 
asked you to help with something? What 
did you say? What did you do?

• Who do you think the father expected to 
see in the vineyard? Why?

• What did the two sons SAY? What did 
they DO? Did their words match their 
actions?

• What do you think the father said to 
Reuben afterwards? And to Jacob? How 
do you think each of the sons felt?

• Why do you think Jesus told this story to 
the people in the temple? What message 
was he trying to give to them?

• In this story, Jesus was trying to show 
people that it’s not enough just to say the 
right things - that others can tell what 
sort of a person we are by what we do, 
not just by what we say. How can our 
actions show people what we are like?

• This type of story – told with the purpose 
of illustrating a point – is called a parable. 
Jesus often told parables to teach people 
important things about God. Do you know 
any of his other parables? 

ACTIVITIES:

• Display the proverb from the programme 
on the board: ‘we show what we are like 
by what we do’ (or ‘actions speak louder 
than words’ if you prefer!). Children design 
posters using speech bubbles to illustrate 
what this proverb means.

• In the programme, we hear some friends 
being interviewed about what they 
like about each other. Create interview 
questions that children could ask groups 
of friends about each other - e.g. ‘What do 
you like about your friends?’ ‘Why did you 
choose them?’ ‘How long have you been 
friends’, etc.

• In drama, role-play situations suggested 
by children where people say one thing 
and then do something different. Talk 
about how the different ‘characters’ feel. 
Can people who say one thing and do 
another really be trusted?

• Give children time to think about whether 
their actions really do speak louder than 
words – do they always do what they say 
they will? Do they say one thing, but then 
show people another side to them by what 
they do and how they treat others? There 
may be specific things that they struggle 
with. Create a reflective corner in your 
classroom with a box for children to post 
promises in that they make to themselves 
about these things.

26



School Radio  © BBC 2013www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

                                              Stories for Collective Worship - Autumn 2013

Story 2: Pepper, my very own dog - part 
1. The first part of an original story by Rob 
John

Focus image: a rescue dog

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• Do you have a pet? How do you look after 
it?

• What should someone think about before 
deciding to have a pet?

• In your opinion, which type of animal 
makes the best pet and why?

Synopsis:

Stanley remembers how as a 10-year-old 
boy he was very quiet and had hardly any 
friends. His Dad used to get frustrated with 
him, until he had the bright idea of getting 
Stanley a dog.

At the Dogs Home there was a choice of 
hundreds and Stanley’s Dad was keen on a 
cute little Spaniel, but Stanley saw a sad and 
frightened dog and decided he was the one 
he must take home. 

His Dad tried to dissuade him, but Stanley 
was adamant. The dog’s name was Pepper 
and he was scared of everything and 
everyone.

Stanley tried hard to befriend him and win 
his trust, but without much success.  His 
Dad wanted to take Pepper back to the 
Dogs Home and swap him for the Spaniel, 
but Stanley wasn’t giving up. Then, after 
about three weeks, Stanley came home from 
school one day and greeted Pepper, who was 
lying in his basket. To Stanley’s excitement 
and delight he detected a slight wagging of 
Pepper’s tail in response to his greeting, and 
he sensed his hard work might pay off after 
all.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why did Dad think having a dog would be 
good for Stanley? Did Stanley agree?

• Why do you think Stanley chose Pepper?
• How did Pepper behave when Stanley got 

him home? Why do you think he behaved 
that way?

• How did Stanley try to help Pepper to feel 
better?

• What happened to make Stanley think he 
was finally winning Pepper’s trust?

ACTIVITIES:

• Write part of the story from Pepper’s point 
of view. You could choose to write about 
Pepper in the dogs and cats home when he 
first sees Stanley and his dad, or perhaps 
when he first arrives at Stanley’s home.
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• Create a poster headed ‘Looking after 
your pet...’ and fill in the type of pet 
you want to write about. So it might be 
‘Looking after your pet dog’ or ‘Looking 
after your pet hamster’ for example. 
Think carefully about the important 
messages you want to get over to help 
people understand the responsibility they 
are taking on...and choose your words 
carefully to ensure that the message is 
clear.

• Draw before and after pictures showing 
Pepper’s life before moving in with 
Stanley, and afterwards when he is 
settled and happy. Divide your paper 
in two in landscape (long edge at top 
and bottom), format and draw a simple 
‘before’ image on the right and ‘after’ on 
the left. You could also add key words 
around each picture. Choose ‘feeling’ 
words that indicate the big changes in 
Pepper’s life.

Weblinks:

Battersea Dogs and Cats Home:
www.battersea.org.uk/

Choosing and caring for pets:
www.pdsa.org.uk/pet-health-advice/
www.rspca.org.uk/allaboutanimals/pets

The BBC is not responsible for the content of 
external websites.

10. Relationships 2

Themes: SEAL themes: ‘Relationships’/‘New 
beginnings’/Good to be me /Changes

Story 1: The business with the baby - An 
original story by Rob John

Focus image: a new baby sister

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• What is a family – is it just the people who 
share a home or is it bigger?

• Where are you in your family birth order? 
Are you the only child or do you have sib-
lings, meaning brothers or sisters? Are you 
the first born, the last born or in the mid-
dle?

• There’s an old saying that you can choose 
your friends but you can’t choose your 
family. In a family people of different ages 
have to get along together. What problems 
can this cause?

• What are the good things about living in a 
family?

http://www.battersea.org.uk/
http://www.pdsa.org.uk/pet-health-advice/
http://www.rspca.org.uk/allaboutanimals/pets
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmg
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Synopsis:

Jamie thinks back to the time, four years 
ago, when his parents broke the news to him 
that he was going to have a baby brother 
or sister. As an 8-year-old only child, he’d 
grown used to having his parents to himself 
and received the exciting news without much 
enthusiasm.

When his sister, Katie, was born, Jamie’s Nan 
warned him that things at home would be 
different, but Jamie didn’t realise how differ-
ent! He was totally unprepared for the way 
his parents and Nan were completely ab-
sorbed by looking after the baby and began 
to feel left out and to wish that something 
would happen to her.

When Katie was suddenly taken ill and 
rushed to hospital, Jamie was overcome 
with guilt at his feelings of selfishness and 
thought it was his fault for thinking bad 
thoughts about her. Jamie insisted on visit-
ing her in hospital and made a vow to him-
self that things would be different from now 
on and he would be a good brother to Katie. 
Four years later Jamie has kept his promise 
to himself and feels proud to hear his moth-
er telling Katie how lucky she is to have a 
brother like him.

After the story:

QUESTIONS:

• Why was Jamie not excited about the 
news that he was going to have a baby 
sister?

• How did Jamie feel after Katie was born?
• Why did he feel guilty after Katie was 

rushed to hospital?
• What decision did he make when he vis-

ited her in hospital?
• How does Jamie feel about Katie now?
• What did his Mum say to make him feel 

good about himself?

ACTIVITIES:

• Before his sister was ill, Jamie said, ‘New 
babies are rubbish’. Act out a conversation 
between Jamie and a school friend where 
the friend asks how the new baby is and 
Jamie explains all about the problems he’s 
having!

• Write a ‘Guide to being an older brother 
or sister’ which will help to prepare chil-
dren for the arrival of a baby in the home! 
Drawing on your own experience and 
Jamie’s give as much helpful advice as you 
can. You might consider headings such 
as: Noise; Smells; Parent(s) ignoring you; 
People going all yucky over the baby...and 
so on. You could produce your guide as a 
poster or as a ‘Handy cut out and keep’ 
guide in a magazine.

• When Jamie is 14, his sister Katie will be 
6. What do you think she will think of him! 
Write a poem called ‘My Big Brother’ in 
which Katie gives her view of Jamie. And/
or write a poem called ‘My little sister’ 
where 14 year old Jamie gives his view of 
his 6 year old sister. You could write your 
poem as an acrostic where each line be-
gins with a letter from ‘Sister’ or ‘Brother’, 
such as:

• Best not to be around when he’s in a 
mood, Reading his book Or being rude.
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Story 2: Pepper, my very own dog – part 
2. The second part of an original story by 
Rob John

Focus image: a rescue dog

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the story:

• Recap on how to care for our pets, what 
their needs are and how we can meet 
them.

• What is a pet doctor called?
• What kind of things do vets have to do – 

what kinds of animals might they see and 
how do they treat them?

• Have you ever had a pet that’s been ill? 
Did you have to visit the vet? What hap-
pened? (This discussion may well lead 
onto pets that have died, allowing the 
children to introduce the subject them-
selves).

Synopsis:

In the second part of the story about Stanley 
and his dog, Pepper, we hear how both of 
them benefited from the bond that was 
forming between them.

When Stanley was approached by a bully 
while walking Pepper in the park, he found 
the strength to stand up for himself, which 
made him feel very proud. However, his new-
found happiness was shattered just before 
bonfire night, when Pepper was spooked by a 
firework and ran away.

Pepper eventually turned up again, exhausted 
and frightened and Stanley had work hard 
to regain his trust. Then, when things had 
returned to normal, Stanley found he had the 
confidence to do something he never thought 
he would do – he volunteered to give a talk 
to his class and his teacher about Pepper. The 
talk was so successful that Stanley declared 
it to be his best day ever, as he and Pepper, 
who was sitting beside him, basked in the 
applause from the rest of the class.  

When Stanley was 19 years old and studying 
at college, Pepper became ill and died and 
Stanley returned home to bury him. Stanley 
eventually became a teacher – which seemed 
strange considering how shy and lacking in 
confidence he had been as a boy, but was 
probably helped by his relationship with an 
even shyer dog called Pepper.

After the programme:

QUESTIONS:

• How did Stanley’s relationship with Pepper 
help him deal with other people?

• Why did Pepper run away just before 
bonfire night, and how did Stanley feel 
about his disappearance?

• When Pepper eventually returned, what 
had happened to Stanley’s relationship 
with him and how did Stanley try to put 
things right?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vmg
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• What were the two amazing things that 
resulted from Stanley’s talk to his class, 
and how did that make him feel?

• What was Stanley studying to be when he 
received the news that Pepper was ill, and 
why was it surprising?

ACTIVITIES:

• In the story Stanley became more 
confident through looking after Pepper. 
Create a poster under the heading ‘Pets 
give you confidence’. List and illustrate 
how you think pets do this. You might 
include words such as: responsibility, 
trust and being organised.

• Write a story about bonfire night or any 
noisy celebration from the point of view 
of a pet. Can you imagine yourself as a 
pet who suddenly finds themselves in 
the middle of strange and frightening 
noises and smells? Include lots of feeling 
words, perhaps ‘fear’, ‘scared’ ‘jumpy’ for 
example.

• Write a poem called ‘Goodbye Pepper’ in 
which Stanley expresses his feelings for 
his dog soon after hearing that Pepper 
has died. 


