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Introduction 

 
Aims of the series: 
 
Stories and Rhymes aims to: 

• present children with a wealth of story experience, introducing them to many 
different types of storytelling and poetry 

• encourage the skill of retelling stories 
• help children enjoy and appreciate stories and poems 
• initiate immediate concentrated listening 
• encourage speaking skills 
• extend children’s vocabulary by introducing new words 
• help children to enjoy words and begin to play with language 
• provide children with foundation skills in prediction and repetition 
• stimulate children to write their own poetry and stories 

 
The programmes: 
 
Each programme presents a rich montage of stories and rhymes. All programmes feature 
children talking about the stories and rhymes they have heard. The programmes are 
designed so that they can be listened to in their entirety or in sections. You can return to 
them after class discussion or at another time. 
 
The stories and rhymes vary in style, length and complexity and include a range of popular 
new material as well as traditional favourites. 
 
Using the programmes: 
 
BEFORE USING THE PROGRAMME 
The programmes’ collage format of poetry, story and children’s comments allows flexibility 
to use all or part of the programme at any one time. As programmes are available on pre-
recorded CD or cassette (see BBC primary order form) you will be able to build up a 
valuable resource. It is strongly recommended that you listen to the programmes before 
using them. You can then use them exactly as you wish to suit your own themes and your 
group’s needs and abilities. 
 
PREPARING THE CHILDREN FOR THE PROGRAMME 
The use of a visual aid or prop linked to the programme theme often helps pupils 
concentrate and listen more carefully. It helps focus the children’s attention, increases 
their interest and supports discussion. It is also useful as a means of sharing experiences 
and introducing new or useful vocabulary. Show the children the visual focus and ask them 
if they can guess what the programme is about. Introduce the theme of the programme 
and share the children’s ideas and experiences of it. You may also like to talk to the 
children about the story and rhymes they will be introduced to in the programme and, 
where appropriate, introduce the poster-size poem. 
 
CREATING THE RIGHT LISTENING CONDITIONS 
Check that all the children can hear the programme. Is the tape recorder in the best 
position- with the speakers facing the children and at approximately ear height? Reducing 
the bass and increasing the treble slightly will increase the clarity. 
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JOIN IN, JOIN IN, JOIN IN NOW! 
The programmes are designed to be interactive. The children are encouraged to join in with 
simple rhymes (either verbally or with actions) at specific points in the programmes, which 
are indicated by a special jingle. You may wish to share these rhymes with your children in 
advance of listening to the programme. 
 
Suggested activities: 
 
The suggested activities have been designed to develop not only the children’s speaking 
and listening skills but to provide an opportunity for reading and writing. Preparing the 
children before the programme starts will ensure they receive the most from them. A 
follow-up discussion with the children enables them to recall a story or rhyme, to talk 
about what the children in the programme have said and to relate their own ideas and 
experiences to what they have heard. 
 
Using the programmes as part of the Literacy Hour: 
 
Alongside the suggested activities to support each programme is a grid which indicates 
how each main poem or story might be used to develop children’s literacy skills. The grids 
have been developed with the requirements of the National Literacy framework in mind but 
will be useful in highlighting literacy links in any classroom situation. Each of the activities 
has been clearly labelled with either Y1 or Y2 to give guidance on which activities are most 
appropriate with each age group. You as the class teacher can decide which suggestions 
and activities are most relevant to the age and needs of your children. 
 
Audio on demand from the School Radio website: 
 
Programmes are available to order (for UK schools and other academic institutions only) on 
pre-recorded cassettes and CDs. Further information is available at this page of the School 
Radio website: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml 
 
Programmes are also available as audio on demand from the School Radio website for 7 
days following transmission (check the contents table for dates). 
 
The audio on demand is a reliable service that allows you to listen to the programme 
‘streamed’ over the internet. This means that you can play the programme to your class 
either direct from a computer, from a hifi by connecting the output of the computer into a 
suitable input on the amplifier (which offers enhanced sound quality) or by connecting the 
computer to an interactive white-board. 
 
To listen to the audio files you will need to have installed ‘Realplayer’ on your computer. 
This commonly-used software is easy to download from the internet if you do not already 
have it. There are instructions on how to do so at the BBC School Radio website: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml 
 
Using the audio on demand service is just as flexible as using a pre-recorded cassette or 
CD of the programmes. You are able to pause the programme whenever you wish and also 
scroll forwards and backwards through a programme to locate other sections or to listen to 
sections again. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml
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Programme 1: The King of the Blue Lagoon 
 
Programme theme - fish 

The King of the Blue Lagoon by Ann Turnbull 
(Bedtime Stories for the Very Young, Kingfisher, 1995; ISBN 1 862 72779 0) 
Sally finds a stone on a beach and whenever she puts it in water, something magical happens. When she 
takes it back to the sea, it is released from its spell and turns into a beautiful fish - the King of the Blue 
Lagoon. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

What does the story suggest could have happened to the stone before Sally found it? (This is implicit in the 
text.) 
What other stories do the children know in which people have been turned into something else? (Beauty and 
the Beast, The Frog Prince, Snow White) 

Fish by Mary Ann Hoberman 
The poet describes how fish move about in the water, tearing around without making any noise. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

Ask the children what they have noticed about the way different fish move - for example, the way sharks 
swish their tails. 

Word level 
Show the children that when ‘ing’ is added to a word, it generally loses the ‘e’ at the end - for example, 
swerving, chasing, racing. 
Look up some of the movement words in the dictionary to establish their definition and whether they 
match the children’s understanding of them. 

Sentence level 
Discuss the meaning of the word ‘tiniest’ (a superlative adjective) and ask the children for other 
examples - biggest, smallest, etc. 

Text level 
Make up a class poem to perform modelled on Fish and using other words suggested by the children. Ask 
some children to say it whilst others act it out. 
Use information books to find out interesting facts about fish that the children can report back. 



Stories and Rhymes – Summer 2008 

 6 

 
Programme 2: Daniel Bean and his Dream Machine 
 
Programme theme - dreams 

Daniel Bean and his Dream Machine 
by June Mitchell 
In class, Daniel designs a dream machine. That night, his invention comes true and Daniel is taken to his dream 
destinations. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
Why do the children think Daniel chose to go to those places in his dreams? 
Listen to the description of what the dream machine looked like and try to draw it. 

When I close my eyes by Andrew Collett 
The poet writes in the first person about lying in bed at night and imagining all different kinds of stories - fairy 
stories, legends, and stories from faraway lands. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
What stories might the poet be imagining - with ‘mighty kings’, ‘fierce monsters’, giants, fairies, 
dragons and flying elephants? 
Use the children's ideas to add verses to the poem. 

Discuss the kind of stories that could be included - for example, traditional stories, modern classics, shared 
class stories, etc. 

Word level 
Use the rhyming words in the poem as examples of how the same phoneme can be made with different 
spelling patterns - for example, ‘die’ and ‘fly’. 
Work on the spelling rule of how ‘y’ turns to ‘ie’ when an ‘s’ is added to a word, using ‘stories’ and ‘fairies’ from 
the poem as examples. 

Sentence level 
Read the poem aloud as a class, emphasising the dream-like quality. 
Indicate the use of capital letters in the names of the countries. 

Text level 
Encourage the children to retell some of their favourite and/or traditional stories - in groups, pairs or 
individually. Discuss how telling stories is different from reading them. 
Ask the children about their favourite dreams - about holidays they've been on, special days, receiving 
presents, etc. These can be written up and illustrated in a cloud shape. 
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Programme 3: Unicorn City 
 
Programme theme – magical animals 

Unicorn City by Dyan Sheldon 
(Random House, 1997; ISBN: 0 091 76532 3) 
Dan is teased when he tells his class that he has seen a unicorn. However, during storytime. Dan enchants 
the class and wins friends by telling them how the unicorn follows him home and shares his dreams. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

Why didn't the children believe Dan about the unicorn? How do you think this made him feel? 
What makes the story happy at the end? 

Word level 
Point out how the words ‘teacher’, ‘teased’ and ‘street’ have the same vowel sound, but are spelt 
differently. Ask the children to give more examples of ‘ea’ and ‘ee’ words and make lists of them. 
‘Storytime’ is a compound word (one word made up from two). Give more examples (teatime, sunshine) 
and make a class list to which the children can add. 

Sentence level 
Point out the questions in the text extract and use them as examples of when to use question marks. 
Use the alliteration of ‘Dreamy Dan’ as an example of how children can make up alliterative names of their 
own - for example, Kind Kevin, Giggly Greta. 

Comprehension and composition 
Discuss the main events of the story and ask the children to draw four pictures and write a sentence to 
represent them. 

Ask the children to make up another adventure that Dan and the unicorn might have together. 

Magic horse by John Foster 
The poet asks a magic black horse to take him away to a sandy beach, a forest and the Arctic so that he 
can play all day. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
Show the children the places that the poet writes about with pictures and on a map - a sandy 
beach in the Caribbean, tigers in India, the Arctic, etc. Encourage them to make suggestions 
about where they would like the magic horse to take them and describe those places. 
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Programme 4: Tazeem’s birthday guest 
 
Programme theme - space 

Tazeem's birthday guest by June Mitchell 
Tazeem sees some space creatures on her favourite television programme and decides to make ‘space’ the 
theme of her birthday party. Bloopbloop, her favourite space creature from the programme, comes to 
the party and gives her a day to remember. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

What did Tazeem and her mum do to make a ‘space’ party? What else could they have done? What do you 
think was the best part of the party and why? 

In our classroom by Irene Yates 
The poet conveys how everyone in a class is different and then describes a visitor from space who is green. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
Discuss how everyone is different and how it is important to accept differences. 

Word level 
Use the spelling pattern ‘gr’ from the poem (‘green’, ‘grubby’, ‘grey’) as a starting point for learning 
this blend. 
Talk about the meaning of the word 'stare' in the poem. Ask the children to suggest other words with a 
similar meaning. 

Sentence level 
Tell the children that the names of colours are adjectives: they tell us what something is like. Ask the 
children to make a list of ten adjectives that describe themselves. The lists can be used for other children to 
guess who they are describing. 
Ask the children to make up some questions, with question marks, that they would like to ask the space 
visitor. The questions can be used in a hot-seating activity. 

Text level 
Pair up the children and ask one of them to write a description of a space visitor. Their partner can draw 
the visitor from the description and see if the interpretation matches the original idea. 
Use a 'Dr Xargle' book to discuss how the visitor to the classroom in the poem would have to be introduced 
to things. The children should bear in mind all the things they take for granted. 
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Programme 5: This and that 

Theme - animals on the farm 

This and That by Julia Sykes (Magi, 1996; ISBN 1 854 30131 4) 
A farm cat collects lots of strange things from the other animals. When she is asked what she wants them for, 
her reply is always 'Oh, this and that'. In the end, her purpose is revealed. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

List all the things that the cat asks for and ask the children to speculate on what she needs them for. Explain 
to the children that cats' young are called ‘kittens’ and ask them if they know any other names for young 
animals. 
 
Down on the farm by June Mitchell 
The poet writes about how noisy it can be on a farm with all the sounds that the animals make. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
Ask the children about their experiences of farms. 

What do animals do on a farm? Why do farmers keep them? Are some of them useful or are they just pets? 
 
Word level 
Pick out the rhyming words fold' and ‘old’ and/or ‘stall’ and `all' and ask the children to add to the list with 
their own suggestions. 
Pick out some of the noises (verbs) that the animals make to demonstrate adding ‘ed’ and/or ‘ing’ to make them 
past or present tense. Encourage the children to think of their own sentences using these verbs. 

Sentence level 
Discuss the use of alliteration and make up alliterative names for the animals - for example, Harry Horse. 
Emphasise that names have capital letters. 

Text level 
Blank out the words that show the sounds that the animals make. Ask the children for alternatives and write 
them down. The children can then use these words as a stimulus for their own sound poems. 
Act out the poem with groups of children taking on the roles of the different animals, making the appropriate 
sounds. 
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Programme 6: Red Fox on the move 

Theme - foxes, their homes and habits 

Red Fox on the move by Hannah Giffard (Frances Lincoln, 1992; LSBN 0 711208190) 
A bulldozer destroys the Fox family’s home. Pablo, one of the fox cubs, has a few adventures on his way to find 
the family a new home. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
What are the animals' homes in the story? (for example, beehive). Ask the children if they know, or can find 
out, the names of other animal homes. 
Discuss how the lives of a town and country fox might differ. 
 
Foxes sleeping by Irene Rawnsley 
The poet writes about a fox family - the mother with her four cubs in a den while the father fox is out hunting for 
food for them. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
Discuss the roles that the mother and father fox have. 

How does the father fox get food for his family and why does he go out at night? What other animals have to 
hunt for their food? 

Word level 
Look at the plurals in the poem and use ‘foxes’ as an example of adding ‘es’. 
Explain the words ‘cubs’, ‘dined’, ‘tracks’, ‘scent’ and ‘mark’. Can the children suggest alternative words with 
similar meanings? 

Sentence level 
The poem does not have a regular pattern - talk about where the full stops occur and where to take appropriate 
pauses. 
Enrich the poem by asking the children to add some appropriate adjectives to describe the nouns - for example, 
‘cosy den’, ‘shining moon’. 

Text level 
Find out more about foxes from some information books. Prepare the children by compiling some simple 
questions for them. 
In role as the fox father, read the last two verses of the poem again. Ask the children to describe what the father 
does to support the family. 
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Programme 7: The mouse and the apple 

Programme theme - patience 

The mouse and the apple by Stephen Butler 
(Frances Lincoln, 1994; ISBN 0 711 2 0856 5) 
A juicy. red apple is hanging from a tree, tempting all the animals. They all try to get it to fall, 
but in the end they find that waiting is the only solution. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

Ask the children to recall the various animals' suggestions as to how to get the apple 
down and discuss why they fail. 
Discuss the lesson to be learned from the story and talk about other stories with morals - for 
example, fables. 

The mouse and the apple by June Mitchell 
The poet tells the story of some animals watching a juicy, red apple ripening in a tree and 
waiting for it to fall.  

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

Discuss the theme of the poem (patience) and what it means to be patient. 
What would happen if the animals ate the apple before it was ripe? 

 

Word level 

List all the key words from the extract that describe the apple – ‘juicy’, ‘red’, ‘delicious’. 
Brainstorm further descriptive words - for example, ‘crunchy’. 
Read the poem as a class or group and ask the children to clap every time they hear words 
ending in a long ‘e’ sound - for example, ‘me’, ‘tree’, ‘be’, ‘see’. 

 

Sentence level 

Point out the poet's use of alliteration - for example, ‘furry fat tummy’. Find other examples 
and then make up some more. 
Use the apple’s question as a teaching point and explain how enthusiasm is shown by 
using the exclamation mark. 

 

Text level 

Ask the children to make up a new verse for the poem, in a similar style and format, 
describing how they would like to eat the apple. 
Ask the children to write about a time when they had to be patient. 
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Programme 8: Sam who was swallowed by a shark 

Theme - the sea 

Sam who was swallowed by a shark 
by Phyllis Root 

(Walker Books, 1994; ISBN 0 744 5 4317 7) 
Sam is a river rat whose dream is to go to sea. So Sam builds himself a boat and, despite 
his neighbours’ warnings, sets  sail for the open sea. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

Ask the children what they think about Sam’s dream. How and why did his friends try to put 
him off? 
Ask the children what dreams and wishes they have and how they might fulfil them. 

The sea’s treasures by Daphne Lister 
The poet  writes about a calm sea sweeping onto the shore, br inging with  it 
‘treasures’, such as seaweed and pebbles. 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 

Discuss the personification of the sea in the poem. What makes us think of the sea as 
being like a person? Who is the sea talking to? 
What are the treasures of the sea according to the poem and according to the children? 

 

Word level 

Scribe the words from the poem with the phonic blends ‘sw’ and ‘sit’ and ask the children to 
add their own examples to the lists. 
Make a collection of words to describe the sea that the children can add to in their own time. 

 

Sentence level 

Read the poem together, pausing when the punctuation indicates and emphasising the ‘s’ 
sounds of the words to create the sounds of the sea. 
Pick out the parts of the poem that are direct speech and put the sentences into speech bubbles. 
Point out that it is what is actually said that goes inside the inverted commas. Ask the children 
to give other examples of what the sea might say. 

 

Text level 

Point out how the poet uses the letter ‘s’ throughout the poem to reflect the sound of the sea. 
Brainstorm words that convey how the sea can be violent - for example, ‘roar’, ‘crash’ - and 
use these to make an alternative sea poem. 

 


