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Introduction 

 
This term Stories and Rhymes offers some programmes from the Poetry Corner 
series. The presenters are the well-known children’s poet Michael Rosen and 
Diane Louise Jordan - accompanied by Scritch and Scratch the Wordy Birds!  
 
The aims of the series are to: 
 

• present children with a wealth of poetry experience, introducing them to 
many different types of poetry 

• help children enjoy and appreciate poems 
• initiate immediate concentrated listening 
• encourage speaking skills 
• extend children’s vocabulary by introducing new words 
• help children to enjoy words and begin to play with language 
• stimulate children to write their own simple poems 

 
Using the programmes: 
 
BEFORE USING THE PROGRAMME 
The programmes are intended to allow flexibility to use all or part of the 
programme at any one time. As programmes are available on pre-recorded CD 
or cassette (see BBC primary order form) you will be able to build up a valuable 
resource. It is strongly recommended that you listen to the programmes before 
using them. You can then use them exactly as you wish to suit your own themes 
and your group’s needs and abilities. 
 
PREPARING THE CHILDREN FOR THE PROGRAMME 
The use of a visual aid or prop linked to the programme theme often helps pupils 
concentrate and listen more carefully. It helps focus the children’s attention, 
increases their interest and supports discussion. It is also useful as a means of 
sharing experiences and introducing new or useful vocabulary. Show the children 
the visual focus and ask them if they can guess what the programme is about. 
Introduce the theme of the programme and share the children’s ideas and 
experiences of it. 
 
CREATING THE RIGHT LISTENING CONDITIONS 
Check that all the children can hear the programme. Is the tape recorder in the 
best position- with the speakers facing the children and at approximately ear 
height? Reducing the bass and increasing the treble slightly will increase the 
clarity. 
 
Suggested activities: 
 
The suggested activities have been designed to develop not only the children’s 
speaking and listening skills but to provide an opportunity for reading and 
writing. Preparing the children before the programme starts will ensure they 
receive the most from them. A follow-up discussion with the children enables 
them to recall a story or rhyme, to talk about what the children in the 
programme have said and to relate their own ideas and experiences to what 
they have heard. 
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Audio on demand from the School Radio website: 
 
Programmes are available to order (for UK schools and other academic 
institutions only) on pre-recorded cassettes and CDs. Further information is 
available at this page of the School Radio website: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml 
 
Programmes are also available as audio on demand from the School Radio 
website for 7 days following transmission (check the contents table for dates). 
 
The audio on demand is a reliable service that allows you to listen to the 
programme ‘streamed’ over the internet. This means that you can play the 
programme to your class either direct from a computer, from a hifi by 
connecting the output of the computer into a suitable input on the amplifier 
(which offers enhanced sound quality) or by connecting the computer to an 
interactive white-board. 
 
To listen to the audio files you will need to have installed ‘Realplayer’ on your 
computer. This commonly-used software is easy to download from the internet if 
you do not already have it. There are instructions on how to do so at the BBC 
School Radio website: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml 
 
Using the audio on demand service is just as flexible as using a pre-recorded 
cassette or CD of the programmes. You are able to pause the programme 
whenever you wish and also scroll forwards and backwards through a 
programme to locate other sections or to listen to sections again. 
 
Send us your work! 
 
The last programme in this series features the work of pupils who were inspired 
to send us their own poems. If you’d like to send us any of your group’s work 
arising from their use of the programmes either contact us via the website, or 
write to us at: 
 
Poetry Corner 
BBC School Radio 
Room 340 
Henry Wood House 
London W1A 1AA 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml
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Programme 1: The elements – air and water 
 
Michael Rosen and Diane Louise Jordan go for a winter walk in the park. 
 
The poetry in Programmes 1 and 2 has been chosen to support and extend the 
infant Science curriculum. The poems can stand alone, but if they are used to 
support a unit of work based on the elements, they will help promote a sense of 
wonder and curiosity, qualities useful to both scientists and poets alike! 
 
Before the programme: 
 
Set up a display of different objects associated with water and air. These could 
include a variety of drinks, a washing-up bowl, a hose, a sponge, some shells, 
pebbles, an umbrella, a watering can, a kite, a balloon, some clothes pegs, a 
bicycle pump. Display pictures and posters, particularly artist’s impressions of 
water (e.g. Turner, Monet). The display should stimulate curiosity and encourage 
questions. The children’s language will begin to reflect this interest. An online 
image search for pictures of rain/wind/flames will return plenty of material. 
 
Key poem: 
‘The Great Water Giant’ by Ian Souter. 
 
Activity 1 - water: 
 
This poem cleverly combines fact and fantasy. It uses personification creating a 
Water Giant who creates the rain. 

• What other watery made-up words can the children think of? 
• Can they find the rhyming words in the poem (bath/laugh)? 
• Use the poem to discuss the uses of water and the reasons for rainfall. 
• Can the children think of any other imaginative causes for the rain? 
• Write your own class poem entitled ‘The Great Water Giant’ using the 

children’s imaginative ideas. 
• Recite the poem together as a class, encouraging the children to be really 

expressive in their voices on the onomatopoeic words of the poem. 
• Explore ways to make your own class watery sound effects, as part of a 

performance piece. 
 
Activity 2 – air: 
 

• Find objects that make air move: e.g. hairdryer, fan, electric fan. Can the 
children come up with adjectives/verbs to describe what happens to the 
air? 

• Invite the children to close their eyes as they experience the air being 
blown around. Ask them to use the rest of their senses to describe what it 
feels like (e.g. how does feel, smell, sound?) 

• Make a list of sensory words and use them to create a class collage Air 
poem. 

 
Other poems featured: 
‘Puddles’ by Jennifer Andrews 
‘The wind’ by Richard Edwards 
‘Facts about air’ by John Foster 
A bibliography of poetry anthologies can be found at the end of these notes. 
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‘The Great Water Giant’ by Ian Souter 
 
 
 
 

The Great Water Giant 

Has finished his bath. 

 

He pulls the huge plug 

Out of the clouds. 

He roars his thunderous laugh 

And a wet slippery waterfall 

Spills out of a squelchy sky. 

 

‘Look out below’ he seems to shout 

as the water 

Splooshes, splashes, plishes, ploshes, gushes, 

siushes, 

And soaks deep into the thirsty earth. 
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Programme 2: The elements - earth and fire 
 
Today, Michael is outside busy digging the vegetable patch in the garden. 
 
Many young children have a fascination with playing with earth or sand to make 
castles and mud pies. And fire too is an endless source of fascination, which we 
never ever really outgrow. In today’s programme, we celebrate the last two 
elements… 
 
Before the programme: 
 
Provide a stimulating display of objects. For example, a small bag of gardening 
tools, some peat, packets of seeds, seed trays and a watering can. Pictures of 
and poetry about flames and bonfires, fireworks, lumps of coal, a log, rolled up 
newspaper, and flint and some kindling sticks. 
 
Key Poem: 
‘Firebird’ by Jean Kenward 
 
Activity 1: 
 
In Jean Kenward’s poem fire becomes a living creature... 

• Re-read the poem with your class and talk about how fire seems to have 
an independent life. 

• Play Stravinsky’s Firebird music and create a fire dance. 
• Why do the children think fire is depicted as a bird? What words can they 

think of to describe the way a bird moves that is similar to fire (e.g. 
wings flutter, soaring high and low, etc). 

• Use this music as a stimulus for writing and plan a poetry writing session 
after the movement work: 
“My firebird flies/soars in the sky 
My firebird jumps/leaps  
My firebird lands and swirls into smoke.” 
Use the different qualities of the movement created, to encourage 
development of language for writing. 

 
Activity 2: 
 

• How many poems can the children find on the theme of fire and earth, 
make a class collection and illustrate them. 

• Read the opening of ‘The Tiger’ by Blake to the children and elicit their 
responses. Fireworks too are a great source of language for poetry. These 
could be a good way to encourage the children to use alliteration – e.g.: 
“A Catherine wheel whizzes and whirs 
Rockets roar, reaching high 
Sparklers, sprinkle and sparkle  
Bangers boom and blast into the sky!” 

 
Other poems featured: 
‘If I could be a gardener’ by Richard Edwards 
‘Five brave firefighters’ (trad) 
‘Mud’ by Ann Bonner 
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‘The Firebird’ by Jean Kenward 
 
 
 
 

 
Fire – what lets you leap and spring, 
fluttering your golden wing in the soft 
and smoky air, 
sending sparkles everywhere? 
 
Fire – what makes you as you are, 
sharing light with sun and star –  
sharing all that you may be 
with anyone as small as me? 
 
Fire – what show you how to fly smoke 
in spirals to the sky? 
And, when you sink down to rest, 
gives you ashes for a nest? 
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Programme 3: Machines 
 
Today, Michael decides he doesn’t want to get out of bed but he can’t get back 
to sleep due to noises outside. 
 
Children are surrounded by machines at home and school. Everyday lives are full 
of computers, games consoles, CD players, digital radios, lawnmowers, washing 
machines, televisions – some more commonplace than others, but all 
fascinating! 
 
A good introduction to machines is often to ask children to bring in any machine 
toys they have at home – e.g. tractors, cars etc. Some children are very 
imaginative at creating their own machines, even if they don’t always work as 
well as they’d hoped… 
 
Before the programme: 
Make a collection of everyday machines (or find images of them). Put them in 
two collections: home and school. Are there any that belong to both groups? 
Invite someone to come into class and talk about the machines they use in their 
job. Ask the children to come up with a list of words to describe each machine. 
You could do this in small groups. Focus on adjectives. Can they find some 
interesting verbs to describe the different jobs that different people do? 
 
Key poem: 
‘Tractor’ by Valerie Worth 
 
Activity 1: 

• Read ‘Tractor’ again together as a class. This poem uses personification. 
Explain this to the class, e.g. how the poet makes the tractor into a 
creature, as if it is alive. What are the word clues (‘dead or asleep, hind 
wheels, ready to leap’) 

• Talk about the mood of the poem. What words does the writer use to 
make it scary? The writer likens a tractor to a grasshopper, an unusual 
image. 

• What other machines are there in the home that the children think could 
be like an animal? Encourage them to think of ideas and to develop their 
use of words so that they create a picture using onomatopoeic words and 
not rhyme. E.g. 
‘The washing machine is a huge thirsty creature, 
Swishing and sloshing and eating the washing’. Or: 
‘The Hoover is a slithering snake - a greedy creature 
Sliding and gliding along the floor it searches 
Noisily for bugs, paper clips and dust 
Nothing can escape its jaws, as it sucks up everything whole!’ 

 
Activity 2: 
In Michael Rosen’s anthology Centrally heated knickers (Puffin) there is a fun 
poem about a mechanical toy called ‘Wind up mouse’ which includes a lot of 
word play. Use this poem as a stimulus for finding other mechanical poems. 
 
Other poems featured: 
‘Mowers’ by John Foster 
‘Tractor’ by Valerie Worth 
‘Dirt monster’ by John Nicholas



 
 

 

    Stories and Rhymes – Spring 2006 
 

10  

 

Tractor by Valerie Worth 
 
 
The tractor rests 
In the shed 
Dead or asleep, 
 
But with high 
Hind wheels 
Held so still 
 
We know 
It is only waiting, 
Ready to leap – 
 
Like a heavy 
Brown 
Grasshopper. 
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Programme 4: Down our street 
 
Diane and Michael go outside into the street and discover there are plenty of 
things to write about there. 
 
The programme invites the children to think about their locality and the people 
who live around them. It explores the diversity of places and people. 
 
Before the programme: 
 
Take groups of children into the immediate locality and photograph people and 
places which interest them. If you have access to a digital camera, you could 
show the children the pictures on the computer or TV screen when you get back 
to the classroom. You could arrange a visit to a local business, or the sports 
centre, a vet or a local farm – whatever happens to be near the school. 
 
Key poem: 
‘Down our street’ by Jennifer and Graeme Curry 
 
Activity 1: 
 
This is a very simple poem in structure. 

• Read the poem together as a class. How similar is the street where your 
school is situated to the one in the poem? What are the similarities and 
differences? 

• Write your own poem in a similar format either starting: 
“Down our street” 
Or “Near our school…” 
Or the children could write about the street where they live. 

 
Activity 2: 
 

• Make a class list of all the people who live near the children. How many 
different types of household do they know (e.g. families, relatives, etc)? 

• Emulate the neighbour poem using its structure as a model, so each child 
writes a line and contributes to a class poem: 
The people who live on the right of us… 
Who live on the left of us… 
Who live in front of us… 
Who live behind us… 
Don’t worry about rhyme: concentrate on good descriptions for each 
person, something that reveals their personality. 

 
Other poems featured: 
 
‘Down our street’ by June Crebbin 
‘Neighbours’ by Leonard Clark 
‘My den’ by Tony Mitton 
‘Lost and found’ by John Foster 
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‘Down our street’ by Jennifer and Graeme Curry 
 
 
 
 

It’s a busy street like any other 
Inside a busy town… 
That’s our street. 
 
Its got a park at one end, 
A school down the other… 
Has our street. 
 
There’s lots of people in it, 
In houses, flats and shops… 
In our street. 
 
There’s dogs and cats in plenty, 
A parrot and a mouse… 
In our street. 
 
It’s noisy and it’s dirty, 
It’s crowded but it’s fun… 
That’s our street. 
 
A street like any other – 
But the one that we call home… 
That’s our street. 
 
It’s waiting with a welcome, 
So follow us and come 
Down our street. 
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Programme 5: Many ways to travel 
 
Diane is stuck inside because it’s raining but Michael has an idea to cheer her 
up, by making a pretend car. 
 
Although today’s children travel more widely than ever before, many whose 
parents own cars do not travel on buses or trains. This week’s programme looks 
at some ordinary and some unusual forms of transport… 
 
Before the programme: 
 
Create your own class mini transport museum. Collect toy vehicles, posters, 
paintings, photographs, road safety equipment (e.g. cycle helmets, reflector 
bands, a bicycle pump, a red accident warning triangle.) As the topic progresses, 
add the children’s poems, paintings and models. 
 
Key poem: 
‘On the train’ by Michael Rosen 
 
Activity 1: 
 

• In the programme, Michael makes the sounds of a train using sandpaper 
and a metal pipe.   Try reading his poem, with your own class train sound 
effects.  Give all the children a different object/instrument and get them 
to keep in the rhythm of the train. 

• The poem captures the sense of intimacy which is unique to this form of 
transport.  

• Divide the class into four groups, each one reciting a different verse. Ask 
the children to make their own voice sound effects (train rhythm, 
washing up, baby cries, dog barks.) 

 
Activity 2: 
 

• Make a search for other transport poems. 
• Ask the children how many different forms of transport they’ve been on. 
• Which one did they enjoy most? Encourage them to write a verse about 

it. Starting line could be like Michael Rosen’s: “When you go on the 
bus/boat/plane...” 

• Read and extract from ‘Night mail’ by W.H. Auden out loud with the 
children. Put the poem in context, explaining how the mail was 
transported through the night to the big towns. Ask the children to close 
their eyes and listen for the rhythm of the train’s wheels as they listen to 
the words. 

 
Other poems featured: 
 
‘Our banger’ Trad 
‘Windscreen wipers’ by Barbara Ireson 
‘Many ways to travel’ by Tony Mitton 
‘Travelling to school’ by John Coldwell 
‘I’m a yellow helicopter’ by Brian Thompson 
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‘On the train’ by Michael Rosen 
 
 
 
 

When you go on the train 
And the line goes past the backs of houses in a 
town 
You can see there’s thousands and thousands 
Of things going on; 
Someone’s washing up 
A baby’s crying 
Someone’s shaving, 
Someone said ‘Rubbish, I blame the government.’ 
Someone tickled a dog 
Someone looked out of the window 
And saw this train 
And saw me looking at her 
And she thought, 
‘There’s someone looking out of the window 
looking at me.’ 
 
But I’m only someone 
Looking out of the window 
Looking at someone 
Looking out of the window 
Looking at someone. 
 
Then it’s all gone. 
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Programme 6: Materials 
 
Michael and Diane take a car trip to the local Waste Disposal and Recycling 
centre. 
 
This programme explores using the senses to examine different textures and 
materials, offering links to the infant Science curriculum. In this programme we 
explore the common materials (brick, plasticine, pebbles and metal) through the 
eyes of the poet. 
 
Before the programme: 
 
You could set up a recycling collection point. How many different materials can 
be recycled in your area (e.g. bottles, plastic, newspaper)? Investigate recycling 
and what the old objects are turned into. 
 
http://www.epa.gov/recyclecity 
Is a fun website with games and investigation for children to participate in. 
 
Key poem: 
‘The black pebble’ by James Reeves 
 
Activity 1: 
 

• Read the poem again with the class. 
• How many children have visited the beach? 
• Make a collection of sea shore treasures: various shells, pebbles, stones, 

driftwood, starfish, sand. Ask the children to handle individual objects - it 
may help them to focus if they close their eyes – and describe how the 
objects feel, smell, etc. 

• Encourage the children to explore language by make a list of the words 
they come up with. “The Pebble feels smooth and cold, it looks shiny. 
Driftwood is knobbly, hard and spiky. Sand is gritty and grainy or wet and 
sludgy.” 

• Compile your own beach poem using the words the children offered. 
 
Activity 2: 
 

• Conduct a survey in the class, asking the children to investigate how 
many families are recycling at home? 

• What materials are being recycled? Make a large class bar graph showing 
which materials are the most popular. Can the children come up with 
some descriptive words for each material? E.g.: 
Plastic bottles crunch and crinkle 
Glass is sharp, it clinks and clonks 
Metal is cold and shiny. 

 
Other poems featured: 
 
‘We’ve got to start recycling’ by John Foster 
‘Plasticine’ by Wendy Cope 
‘Metal fettle’ by John Rice 

http://www.epa.gov/recyclecity
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‘The black pebble’ by James Reeves 
 
 
 
 

There went three children down to the shore, 
Down to the shore and back; 
There was skipping Susan and bright-eyed Sam 
And little scowling Jack. 
 
Susan found a white cockle-shell, 
The prettiest ever seen, 
And Sam picked up a piece of glass 
Rounded and smooth and green. 
 
But Jack found only a plain black pebble 
That lay by the rolling sea, 
And that was all that ever he found; 
So back they went all three. 
 
The cockle-shell they put on the table, 
The green glass on the shelf, 
But the little black pebble that Jack had found, 
He kept it for himself. 
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Programme 7: At Home 
 
Michael is alone in the kitchen and decides he’s going to cook spaghetti 
bolognaise but the Wordy Birds have other ideas to distract him. 
 
Home is every child’s first learning environment and everything they know when 
they first come to school is based on the home and their family life. This 
programme invites the children to think about their homes and to write about 
their everyday experiences… 
 
Before the programme: 
 
If you have access to a playhouse, equip it with ordinary domestic utensils and 
everyday objects - a tablecloth, blankets, etc - enabling the children to act out 
some home based ‘role play’ together before listening to the programme. 
 
You might also provide the class with the opportunity to do some real cooking 
and washing up. Read home-based stories to the children during the week (e.g. 
Peace at last, or stories by Shirley Hughes and the Ahlbergs). 
 
Key poem: 
‘What I like’ by Tony Bradman 
 
Activity 1: 
 

• Re-read the poem together. 
• Use Tony Bradman’s poem to stimulate ideas… 
• What is their favourite story? 
• Use this as the basis of a class collage poem (non-rhyming) entitled 

“What we like”. 
• What is the children’s favourite home activity? Why is it their favourite? 

 
Activity 2: 
 

• How many of the children have family pets? 
• What is the funniest thing their pet has ever done? 
• Can the children write two lines based on what their pet did? 

 
Other poems featured: 
 
‘No change’ by John Foster 
‘Staying up’ by Irene Rawnsley 
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‘What I like’ by Tony Bradman 
 
 
 
 

I like watching telly, 
I like to have fun, 
I like playing outside 
And I love to run. 
 
But there’s one thing I love, 
That I really adore – 
I love reading books 
And I’ve got to have more! 
 
I like eating lollies 
And hate them to end, 
I like doing nothing 
When I’m with my friends. 
 
But there’s something so gripping, 
There something I need, 
In a really good book 
That I’ve just got to read. 
 
I like being awkward, 
And I love to laugh, 
I love eating burgers 
And hate having baths. 
 
But here’s one thing that’s greater, 
Come inside, take a look; 
There’s nothing quite like 
A really good book. 
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Programme 8: At school 
 
Diane decides to reminisce about her days at Infant School by digging out some 
of her old artwork. 
 
Starting school is a milestone in a child’s life and brings with it the beginning of 
a growing independence. Today’s programme celebrates the richness and 
diversity of life in the primary classroom - from dinner supervisors to guinea 
pigs, from maths sums to drawing horses. School can be really fun! 
 
Before the programme: 
 
Talk to the children about school. Make a list of their likes and dislikes. What 
have they learned that they didn’t know last year, last term, or even last week? 
You could make a collage with photographs of places and people who work in the 
school. Get parents/grandparents to share their own memories of their school 
days? If the school is long established, is there anyone in the community (parent 
of a child) who went to the school? What has changed, what has remained the 
same? Maybe that Grandparent/parent has a poem about school to share with 
the class? 
 
Key poem: 
‘Maths is fun’ by Brian Moses 
 
Activity 1: 
 

• ‘Maths is fun’ celebrates the joy a child gets when they find the right 
answer. It’s an opportunity to talk about a subject by building on early 
experiences of success. 

• Use this poem as a stimulus to write other poems about maths, poems 
about shape (“a circle is…” / “a square is…” / “an oblong is…”). 

• You might like to compare Brian Moses’s poem to Robert Hull’s poem 
about a teacher – ‘Maths person’ (from Stargazer - poems by Robert Hull 
(Hodder) 

 
Activity 2: 

• Choose a subject related to school and write a class poem about another 
subject. You could use Brian Moses’s poem as a model. 
“English is fun…. 
PE is fun….” 

• Or you could use John Foster’s ‘I am a pencil’ as a basis for: 
“I am a rubber… 
I am a computer… 
I am a book…” 
Ask the children to come with one line each; encourage them to use their 
senses to think of adjectives, and lead them towards quality of language 
in their writing. 

 
Other poems featured: 
‘Personal statement’ by June Crebbin 
‘I am a pencil’ by John Foster 
‘I went back’ by Gwen Dunn 
 ‘My Mum’s a Dinner lady’ by Tony Bradman 
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‘Maths is fun’ by Brian Moses 
 
 
 
 

Maths is fun, 
Maths is brill, 
Numbers give me 
Such a thrill. 
 
I love to get 
My figures right, 
Numbers fill me 
With delight. 
 
When the teacher 
Ticks my work, 
I ask for more, 
I never shirk 
 
Or ever think of 
Playing about, 
I really love 
Figuring out 
 
The kind of sums 
That others hate, 
They never get me 
In a state. 
 
Oh, I love maths 
I really do. 
What puzzles me 
Is why don’t you? 
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Programme 9: Time to dust the daffodils 
 
Michael’s up in the bathroom, listening to the Spring birdsong outside. 
 
Spring can be a very unpredictable season, full of changes in the weather.  
Children respond to this sense of wonder and often want to shed winter coats in 
favour of summer clothes all too soon – a reminder of how spontaneously they 
celebrate the arrival of new experiences and opportunities… 
 
Before the programme: 
 
Set up a display of Spring growth and life. Collect things, plant bulbs and watch 
and chart their growth. Display different spring flowers – daffodils and tulips. Go 
for a spring walk, get the children to close their eyes to listen to the birdsong. 
Do they hear a difference? What evidence of Spring can they see around them? 
 
Key poem: 
‘Time to dust the daffodils’ by Irene Rawnsley 
 
Activity 1: 
 

• ‘Time to dust the daffodils’ is about plastic flowers. Have some real 
daffodils in a vase in the classroom, along with some silk or plastic 
flowers. Get the children to close their eyes to touch them, to smell them. 
What is the difference between them? 

• Write down the words they use to describe the scent, the touch, etc.  
 
Activity 2: 
 

• Read the children an extract from William Wordsworth (see below). 
• If you’re able, place a vase of daffodils by an open window to catch the 

breeze, or use a gentle fan, to make them move. Experiment with a 
gentle breeze, or a stronger flow of air. Ask the children to describe what 
they see. 

• Encourage the children to come up with words to describe the movement 
of daffodils in the wind. “Quiver, shake, tremble, dance, skip, bob” 

 
Other poems featured: 
 
‘Spring’ by Michelle Margorian 
‘My friend Camilla’ by Charles Thomson 
‘Trees’ by Harry Behn 
‘Coming out of hibernation’ by Pie Corbett 
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‘Time to dust the daffodils’ by Irene Rawnsley 
 
 
 
 

My gran’s too old  
to go out 
In the cold garden 
Planting bulbs, 
But she likes, 
Spring flowers. 
 
She has a box 
Of plastic daffodils 
On sticks 
That she hides away 
In the winter. 
 
When she notices 
That spring is coming 
She takes them out, 
Dusts each one 
Carefully, 
Then plants them 
Underneath her window. 
 
Passers-by pause 
To admire them. 
“How lovely, Mrs. Paradine! 
Why do your daffodils 
Always bloom earlier 
Than mine?” 
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I wandered lonely as a cloud by William 
Wordsworth (1804) 
 
 
 
 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o’er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden, daffodils; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

 

Continuous as the stars that shine 

And twinkle on the milky way, 

They stretched in never ending line. 

Along the margin of the bay: 

Ten thousands saw I at a glance 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 
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Programme 10: We love poetry! 
 
Michael takes Diane and the Wordy Birds on a ‘We Love Poetry Easter Bunny 
hunt’, to search for poems. 
 
The final programme features poems written by listeners to Stories and Rhymes. 
It’s a compilation of the themes featured in programmes 1-9. 
A special thanks to all the schools who sent their poems in to Poetry Corner:  St. 
Michael’s School Birmingham, Darton School, Barnsley, Hillside School 
Blaenavon and Ashford Hill Primary School. 
 
If your class has been inspired to write any poems as a result of listening to the 
programmes you could send them to the producer (address printed at the front 
of these notes). Or email them through our website: www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio 
 
Bibliography: 
 
Individual poets -  
 
Centrally heated knickers, Michael Rosen, Puffin 2000 
Lunch boxes don’t fly, Michael Rosen, Puffin 1999 
Stargazer poems by Robert Hull, Hodder 1997 
If only, Richard Edwards, Viking Kestrel 
Charles Causley Collected Poems for Children, Macmillan 2000 
An odd kettle of fish, John Rice, Pie Corbett, Brian Moses Macmillan 1998 
Wicked world, Benjamin Zephaniah, Puffin 2000 
Michael Palin’s Limericks, Red Fox 1992 
Both sides of the catflap, Sandy Brownjohn, Hodder 1988 
Walking on air, Berlie Doherty, Hodder 1999 
Give yourself a hug, Grace Nichols, Puffin 1996 
 
Anthologies -  
 
School poems, Jennifer Curry, Young Hippo 1999 
I love football, Tony Bradman, Hodder Wayland 2004 
Unzip your lips, Paul Cookson, Hodder 1998 
Twinkle twinkle chocolate bar, OUP 
The Macmillan Treasury of Poetry, Macmillan 1997 
This little Puffin, E. Matterson, Puffin 1991. 
The way through the woods, John Foster, OUP 2000 
The Speller’s bag, John Foster, OUP 2000 
The mighty ark, John Foster OUP 2000 
The moonlit stream, John Foster OUP 2000 
Collected poems for children, Gareth Owen, Macmillan 2000 
The Kingfisher Book of Children’s Poetry, Michael Rosen, Kingfisher 1985 
Poetry jump up, Grace Nichols, Puffin 1988 
A Caribbean dozen, John Agard and Grace Nichols, Walker 1996 
Earthways, Earthwise, Judith Nicholls, OUP 1995 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

