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Before the programme:

Creating the right listening conditions:

It’s important that the children can all hear 
comfortably. Make sure that the loud speakers are 
at the right height facing the children (preferably 
a child’s ear height), and that the volume is 
comfortable for them all. Arrange the seating so 
that none of the children are too far away from the 
speakers and any child with a hearing problem (or 
has a heavy cold) is in a good position. You may 
find that sitting in a semi-circle or in short lines 
facing one another with the speakers in the middle 
is best. Experiment and find the formation that 
works best for you and your class.

Creating the right atmosphere:

It will help everyone to concentrate if you prepare 
a visual focus. A focus object has been suggested 
for each programme in these notes. Some 
suggestions for images from the web have also 
been included. This can be used for discussion 
and preparation - particularly important if you feel 
some aspect of the story is going to be unfamiliar 
to your group.

You may want to create a special atmosphere by 
playing music or altering seating and lighting to 
let the children know that this is a different type of 
activity and prepare them to listen and take part.

During the programme:

Getting ready to listen:

Show the children the visual focus. Can they guess 
what the programme is about? You may also like 
to use the ‘Before the programme’ section in these 
notes to encourage the children to think about the 
theme.

Thinking about the story:

All the stories provide opportunities for discussion. 
You may wish to talk further about the issues 
raised during the session, at a later time or even 
through the week.

Introduction

These Teacher’s Notes include:

•	 a planning grid with details of the songs

•	 a suggested object for visual focus including 
weblinks to images

•	 pre-programme preparation ideas

•	 programme content breakdown

•	 related activities

•	 weblinks for supporting resources (e.g. 
images for visual focus)

Where to listen:

These programmes are suitable to use as part of 
either school or class assembly.

Using the series:

You may like to listen straight through, with 
discussion at the beginning and end or listen 
in sections, pausing for discussion as you go. 
Alternatively you may choose to use only one 
section of the programme at a time and spread 
the material out over several sessions in a week. 
For example you may wish to revisit the story and 
reflection or sing the song a second time or at the 
end of the day.

Participation:

Make sure you join in yourself with the listening 
and the singing. The children will observe your 
response and it will influence the way they 
perceive the programme. Stop the programme if 
the children seem to want to respond or become 
restless. Encourage the children to sing the songs, 
which have been chosen to be easy to sing and 
learn. During the programme the presenter will 
help the children join in. If they have difficulty, join 
in with part of the song (for example the chorus or 
refrain) and listen or tap hands or toes to the rest!

Something to Think About - Spring 2014
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Podcasts/Downloads:

These programmes are available to subscribe to as 
podcasts or download for a limited period of time 
following transmission. This means that you can 
download each programme (for free) as an mp3 
file, for playback either from a computer or from 
an mp3 player, such as an iPod. If you subscribe 
to the series your computer will automatically 
search for each new episode when you connect 
to the internet, ensuring that you never miss a 
programme. 

Programmes are also available as audio on  
demand, ‘streamed’ from the School Radio  
website or from the BBC iPlayer Radio. Go to:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g64pf

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to 
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems 
from the children are particularly welcome.

Please use the Contact us link from the School 
Radio website or write to us at:

BBC School Radio
4th Floor Bridge House
MediaCityUK
Manchester
M50 2BH

schoolradio@bbc.co.uk

A time to reflect:

Using this part of the programme ensures that the 
legal requirements for Collective Worship are met. 
Encourage the children to stop and be still during 
the reflection / prayer times of the programmes. If 
at first they are not sure how to respond, stop the 
programme and settle them down. They may like 
to shut their eyes or look at the focus object. You 
might like to light a candle for this special time, 
which will gradually become a visual cue that the 
reflection part of the programme is happening.

Allow the children time to get used to the quiet 
and then turn the programme on again. Sitting 
quietly and thinking may be a very unfamiliar 
concept to some children. Allow them time to 
become accustomed to this, maybe over a period 
of weeks. Meanwhile encourage them to sit quietly 
and respect the people around them who would 
like to listen / reflect / pray.

It is important that children are given the choice to 
join in with the prayer by saying ‘Amen’ at the end 
(which signifies their agreement with the prayer) 
or just to sit quietly and reflect on what they have 
heard. This is clearly signalled in the programmes.

Songs:

The songs for this term are split between the 
collection Come and Praise Beginning and All 
About Our School. All the songs from All About 
Our School can be found online here.

Thinking about what’s been heard:

Go through the main points of the programme 
again at the end (the programme contents section 
of theses notes may help). There are some 
suggested questions you may like to ask the 
children. What do they remember? What are their 
ideas? There are further ideas to help with this on 
the programme pages of these notes.

After the programme:

There are some ideas for optional related activities 
for following up the programme content.

Something to Think About - Spring 2014
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Planning grid showing the songs in each programme

Title Song Themes

Unit 1: Out with the old, in with the new

1 New year, new 
challenge 

‘God is watching over 
you’ (All about our 
school, no. 7). 

Starting a new year with new 
challenges. 

2 Hopes and dreams ‘Chain of Love’ (All about 
our school, no. 14).

Our wishes / hopes / dreams for the 
new year.

Unit 2: Words, words, words!

3 Fun with words ‘Laughing in the 
playground’ (All about 
our school, no. 6).

Word play fun – rhyming, alliteration, 
onomatopoeia (sound words), tongue 
twisters.

4 Watch what you say ‘Build up’ (All about our 
school, no. 12).

The power of words to hurt and heal.

5 Let me tell you a 
story

‘All together as a family’ 
(All about our school, no. 
15).

Story-telling and the joy of great 
stories.

Unit 3: Around the Commonwealth

6 Nigeria ‘Peace be in our waking’ 
(Come and praise: 
Beginning, no 25).

The Commonwealth – a ‘family’ of 
countries with values such as living in 
peace with others and showing respect.

7 India ‘Together’ (All about our 
school, no. 13).

The Commonwealth value that ‘working 
together brings strength’.

8 New Zealand ‘Celebration rap’ (Come 
and praise: Beginning, 
no 7).

The Commonwealth value of 
communities giving help and support to 
one another.

Unit 4: The Easter story

9 Passover ‘Friends’ (Come and 
praise, no 19).

The Easter holidays/Passover.

10 Feed my sheep ‘Easter Time’ (Come and 
Praise, no 55).

Spring and new life; the meaning of 
Easter for Christians.

Something to Think About - Spring 2014
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Something to Think About - Spring 2014

Section Content/Notes

1 Welcome and introduction:
Lindsey introduces herself as the new 
STTA presenter – and talks about the 
challenges that she’s facing in this new 
role.

2 Vox Pops: Children give their advice 
to people who are nervous at the 
start of a new challenge (i.e. our new 
presenter).

3 Song: ‘God is watching over you’ (All 
About Our School, no. 7). Encourage 
the children to join in with as much as 
they can.

4 Story: A very big year. An original 
story by Sue Reid. Read by Will 
Harrison-Wallace.

George is an important business-
man who doesn’t have much time 
for anyone else. One winter’s day, he 
encounters a homeless man called Eric 
and a new challenge begins...

5 Reflection: on meeting new challenges 
and encouraging others. Ensure 
everyone is listening carefully.

6 Opportunity for prayer: children 
can turn their thoughts into their own 
prayer of thanks.

Unit 1: Out with the old, in 
with the new

1: New year, new challenge

Themes: starting a new year with new 
challenges

Focus image: a calendar showing January 1st

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look together at the calendar. What date is 
showing? What’s special about this day?

• How do you feel about the New Year?
• What exciting things do you hope for this 

year? What challenges might you face e.g. 
moving to a new class / school?

• Talk together about the fact that ‘Something 
to Think About’ has new presenter, Lindsey. 
Think how she might be feeling about 
starting a new job with the ‘Something to 
Think About’ team.

• What new things have you had to get used to 
in the past? What helped you? What advice 
might you give to Lindsey?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/STTA_Spr_2014_01.jpg
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After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• What words would you use to describe 
George at the start of the story? Do you 
like him?

• What sorts of things do you think were 
important to George?

• What words would you use to describe the 
lady who put money into Eric’s hat?

• Why didn’t George notice Eric when he 
went home that night?

• Why did Eric never remember George when 
he passed by?

• Why do you think Eric didn’t notice when 
George put money into Eric’s hat?

• When did George begin to have his good 
idea?

• What did George mean when he said his life 
was ‘richer than it had ever been’?

• Do you like George more by the end of the 
story? Why? How had he changed during 
the course of the story?

Follow-up activities:

• Talk together about anything that could 
be a class ‘challenge’ for the year (such as 
recycling more, or keeping the cloakroom 
tidy). Create a class ‘charter’ and sign it, then 
talk about ways in which you might help and 
support each other to achieve this goal.

• Talk about New Year’s Resolutions, and then 
in Circle Time, or individually, finish the 
statement ‘This year, I’d really like to...’ You 
might like to look back over the past year and 
talk about things that children achieved, as a 
way into reflecting on what they might wish 
to achieve this year. 

• Find out about the work of charities that help 
the homeless, such as Shelter, the Salvation 
Army or Barnado’s, or invite someone to 
come into school to talk to children.

• Have a charity day for Shelter / Barnado’s 
/ Salvation Army. There is a special day 
(January 31st 2014) called Woolly Hat Day 
you could take part in. Details at: www.
mungos.org/woollyhatday 

Something to Think About - Spring 2014

2: Hopes and dreams

Themes: our hopes, dreams and wishes for the 
new year

Focus image: a Wishing Well

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• What is a ‘wish’? 
•  What is the picture showing? How do you 

use it to make a wish?
• What do you wish for? 
• If you could wish something for someone 

else, what might it be? 
• Do wishes always come true? How could you 

help someone else’s wish to come true?
• What stories do you know where someone 

has a wish granted?
• The presenter, Lindsey, is sorting out clothes 

to send to her local charity shop at the start 
of the programme. Talk about what a ‘charity 
shop’ is, who’s been to one, and what they 
are for?

http://www.mungos.org/woollyhatday
http://www.mungos.org/woollyhatday
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/STTA_Spr_2014_02.jpg
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Something to Think About - Spring 2014

Section Content/Notes

1 Welcome and introduction:
Lindsey is sorting through some clothes 
she no longer needs, to give to her 
local charity shop.

2 Vox Pops: Children talk about their 
hopes, dreams and wishes for the year 
ahead.

3 Song: ‘Chain of love’ (All About Our 
School, no. 14). Encourage the children 
to join in with as much as they can.

4 Story: Helping heroes. An original 
story by Kate Stonham. Read by 
Radhika Aggarwal.

7-year old Georgia, the ‘Hooded Hero, 
longs to be a real life superhero. One 
day, she accompanies her mum to visit 
old Mr Woodfield and discovers that 
heroes come in many different forms...

5 Reflection: on dreaming big and 
hoping high. Ensure everyone is 
listening carefully

6 Opportunity for prayer: children 
can turn their thoughts into their own 
prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• What brave deeds do you think the ‘Hooded 
Hero’ might do?

• Why do you think Georgia wanted to be at 
home rather than go out with Mum to help 
the old people?

• What did Georgia do to help Mr Woodfield?
• Why do you think Mr Woodfield kept 

a scrapbook? What special events or 
memories might you stick in a scrapbook if 
you had one?

• How was Mr Woodfield a hero?
• What made Georgia think that Mr Woodfield 

was in trouble?
• How do you think Georgia felt when she got 

her award? 
• Georgia said that she could be a hero every 

day. What other things do you think she did 
to help others?

Follow-up activities:

• Have a ‘Hooded Hero Helping Day’ at school. 
Make a list of things that could be done 
around school to help others e.g. clearing 
rubbish from the playground, hearing 
younger children read or helping tidy the hall 
after school dinners etc. Then take action!

• Make a ‘chain of love’, by writing on paper 
chain pieces something small that you could 
do to help someone else this year, then 
join them all together. Leave it up in the 
classroom as a reminder.

• Find out about some charity shops that 
might be located near your school. What 
organisations do they support? Talk about 
what children might be able to take that 
they’ve grown out of (especially after 
receiving new Christmas gifts).
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Something to Think About - Spring 2014

Section Content/Notes

1 Welcome and introduction:
Lindsey and some children from St. 
Mary’s Primary School, Manchester, are 
enjoying sharing jokes together.

2 Song: ‘Laughing in the playground’ (All 
About Our School, no. 6). Encourage 
the children to join in with as much as 
they can.

3 Vox Pops: Lindsey talks to a group 
of children about their favourite word 
play and shares some tricky tongue 
twisters.

4 Story: The funniest boy in school, part 
1. An original story by Jeff Capel. Read 
by Simon Burbage.

This first part of a story featuring Aiden 
Jackson, a young boy who loves books, 
stories and words. Aiden has a real 
talent for making others laugh through 
his ability to tell jokes and come up 
with the perfect rhyme everytime.

5 Reflection: on the fun we can have 
with words and playing with language. 
Ensure everyone is listening carefully.

6 Opportunity for prayer: children 
can turn their thoughts into their own 
prayer of thanks.

7 Vox Pops: children at St Mary’s 
Primary School have a go at Lindsey’s 
word-play challenge.

Unit 2: Words, words, 
words!
3: Fun with words

Themes: Word play fun – rhyming, alliteration, 
onomatopoeia (sound words), tongue twisters

Focus image: children telling jokes

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Have a go at saying the tongue twister. Why 
is it called a ‘tongue twister’?

• Why is it so tricky (and funny?!) Which words 
get muddled up – and why? How fast can you 
say it?

• What other tongue twisters do you know?
• What’s your favourite joke? Tell one to a 

partner.
• Have a quick-fire rhyming game: say a word, 

and the class have to say as many different 
rhyming words as they can (you can allow 
nonsense words if it’s easier for children)

• What stories do you know that are written in 
rhyme?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/STTA_Spr_2014_03.jpg


10

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g64pf

School Radio  © BBC 2014www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Why do you think Aiden loved books so 
much? Which stories do you think he liked 
best? 

• How did Aiden’s rhyme help Gemma when 
he took her to the medical room?

• What do you think the older children liked 
about Aiden’s rhymes?

• Why do you think Aiden was such a popular 
boy in his school?

• What was clever about Aiden’s comments 
to Mr Lucas? Why might Mr Lucas have 
needed to sit down? 

• What do you think might happen in the 
second part of the story?

Follow-up activities:

• Make a class joke book for the school library. 
Share some each day when anyone’s feeling 
gloomy!

• Read rhyming stories together, leaving out 
some of the rhyming words for children to 
guess. Analyse the different spelling patterns 
as a class. What other words might work 
too? Use these ideas as a model for your own 
rhymes.

• Collect rhyming books together for a display 
in your school library. Vote on your favourite, 
then turn the data into different types of 
chart e.g. bar chart or pictogram, then use 
the charts to ask and answer questions.

• Can you find some words that rhyme with 
your name, like Aiden did for Mrs Hughes? 
Whose names have the most rhymes?

• As a class, can you make up rhymes like 
Aiden’s? 

Something to Think About - Spring 2014

4: Watch what you say

Themes: the power of words to hurt and to heal

Focus image: a team huddle

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• What’s going on in the picture? What sport 
might be being played? What might the 
different people be saying to each other?

• Think back to words that people have said 
to you that have encouraged you. How did 
those words make a difference?

• Have you ever been hurt by other peoples’ 
words (or hurt others by what you’ve said)? 
What should they / you have said?

• Get a tube of toothpaste as a visual aid, 
then squeeze a little out and challenge 
children to put it back. Is it easy or difficult 
to get the toothpaste back in the tube? Talk 
together about how words are a bit like the 
toothpaste: once they’re spoken, you can’t 
take them back, so words should be used 
carefully.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/STTA_Spr_2014_04.jpg
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Something to Think About - Spring 2014

Section Content/Notes

1 Welcome and introduction:
Lindsey talks about how a team captain 
uses words to support and encourage 
one of their team in a tense penalty 
shoot out situtation.

2 Song: ‘Build up’ (All About Our School, 
no. 12). Encourage the children to join 
in with as much as they can.

3 Vox Pops: Lindsey is visiting St Mary’s 
Primary School in Manchester again 
and talks with children about the power 
of words to encourage one another.

4 Story: The funniest boy in school, part 
2. An original story by Jeff Capel. Read 
by Simon Burbage.

This is the conclusion of the story 
started in the last programme.

Aiden is finding that his rhymes are 
no longer make people smile, now his 
words are now landing him in a bit 
of trouble. Can he find a way to turn 
things around?

5 Vox Pops: Lindsey is joined by some 
more children, from St Mary’s Primary 
School, who their thoughts on the 
importance of choosing words carefully

6 Reflection: on choosing carefully what 
we say. Ensure everyone is listening 
carefully

7 Opportunity for prayer: children 
can turn their thoughts into their own 
prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Can you remember what happened in the 
first part of the story? How are things 
different for Aiden now?

• Why do you think Aiden tried a ‘little bit too 
hard’?

• Listen again to what Aiden said to Lucy, 
Grace and Daniel. What should he have 
said?

• Why did no-one come to the climbing frame 
any more to hear Aiden’s jokes?

• Why do you think Mrs O’Canner kept Aiden 
waiting outside her office for a long time?

• Mrs. O’Canner told Aiden to go away and 
think about what he had said. How do you 
think Aiden felt? What do you think he 
thought about?

• What do you think happened after the class 
heard Aiden’s final rhyme in the story? Was 
everyone friends again? Do you think Aiden 
learnt his lesson?

Follow-up activities:

• Build a brick wall using smooth building 
blocks, then use a soft ball to knock the wall 
down. Build it up again, and talk together 
about how our feelings are like the brick wall: 
it’s much easier to knock them down than 
build them up! 

• Make an interactive display using paper 
‘bricks’. Onto each brick, children write an 
encouraging thing to say to other children. 
‘Build up’ the wall over a period of days and 
use it as a way to reinforce positive models of 
behaviour.

• Many people talk about the Golden Rule: 
‘Treat others as you would like to be treated’. 
What does this mean in terms of how we 
speak to other people? Talk together as a 
class about strategies for dealing with words 
that others use to hurt us, and how things 
can be made right again. This could be turned 
into role play in a drama session.
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Something to Think About - Spring 2014

Section Content/Notes

1 Welcome and introduction:
Lindsey is visiting the library, and trying 
to choose some books to borrow...

2 Song: ‘All together as a family’ (All 
About Our School, no. 15). Encourage 
the children to join in with as much as 
they can.

3 Vox Pops: Children share what their 
favourite story is and why they like it...

4 Interview: Children from St Vincent’s 
Primary School in West London 
interview the popular children’s writer, 
Michael Rosen, about what he thinks is 
wonderful about stories.

5 Story: The magic pencil. An original 
story by Kate Stonham. Read by Adjoa 
Andoh.

Jack has recently started a new school 
and is still finding his feet in class. Back 
home, in his bedroom, he takes refuge 
in writing stories. One day, all his usual 
pens run out and he uses an old pencil 
that rolled out from under his sofa at 
home, with magical results...

6 Reflection: on being thankful for the 
power of imagination. Ensure everyone 
is listening carefully.

7 Opportunity for prayer: children 
can turn their thoughts into their own 
prayer of thanks.

5: Let me tell you a story

Themes: story-telling and the joy of great 
stories

Focus image: a pencil

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look at the picture of the pencil. How many 
different things can you think of that you 
might do with it? Make a class list.

• What if it was a magic pencil? What might 
you use it for then?

• What might happen?
• Do you have a favourite story? Share your 

thoughts with a talking partner, or during 
Circle Time.

• Which story would you really like to be a part 
of if you could? Why?

• Today’s story is about a boy called Jack, 
who’s new to his school. Can you remember 
your first day at your school? Talk together 
about how Jack might be feeling and why.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/STTA_Spr_2014_05.jpg
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After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Why might Jack be finding it hard to settle 
in at school? How did you feel when you 
started in your school?

• Why do you think Bonny was mean to Jack?
• Why do you think Jack wrote stories in his 

bedroom? Where do you like to write?
• If you were Jack, what character would you 

write for yourself?
• Why did Jack feel different about school the 

next day? 
• When Bonny wrote herself into Jack’s story, 

why do you think he didn’t feel so shy any 
more?

• What do you think might’ve happened 
in the story that Jack and Bonny wrote 
together? 

Follow-up activities:

• Listen here to Michael Rosen’s advice for 
writing great stories. Encourage your class to 
put his advice into practise and come up with 
their own stories. 

• Make a class list of ‘WOW’ words and get the 
class to come up with their own story using 
them.

• Gather some of Michael Rosen’s stories & 
rhymes (e.g. ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ 
or ‘Smelly Jelly, Smelly Fish’) together and 
talk about which is your favourite. Then read 
some at story times during the week.

• Make up your own ‘magic pencil’ story...
and see where it takes you, or write the 
adventure that Jack and Bonny went on next. 
Make these into a class book for your library 
corner, and read some out at story times 
during the coming week.

Something to Think About - Spring 2014

Unit 3: Around the 
Commonwealth
6: Nigeria

Themes: the Commonwealth – a ‘family’ of 
countries with values such as living in peace with 
others and showing respect

Focus image: a lion, hyena and vulture

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look at the pictures of the animals in the 
story. Do children know what they are? What 
do each of the animals eat? 

• How are the animals different from each 
other? Do you think they get on together?

• Why do you think Lion is regarded as King?
• What does it mean to show ‘respect’ for 

others? Why is it important?
• How many different countries can children 

name? Which ones have they visited? What 
was it like in each of the places?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01n45fr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/STTA_Spr_2014_06.jpg
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Something to Think About - Spring 2014

Section Content/Notes

1 Welcome and introduction:
A child from Lagos in Nigeria introduces 
the programme and we find out about 
Nigeria and what the Commonwealth. 
Lindsey jumps into the STTA super-
duper ‘Commonwealth Transporter 
Machine’ for its first outing.

2 Feature - Commonwealth School 
Visit: we visit some school children 
from Princeton Schools in Lagos, 
Nigeria, to find out what it is like to live 
and go to school there...

3 Song: ‘Peace be in our waking’ (Come 
and Praise: Beginning, no. 25). 
Encourage the children to join in with 
as much as they can.

4 Story: The selfish animals - trying to 
live together. An adaptation by Jeff 
Capel of a traditional African folktale. 
Read by Adjoa Andoh.

Lion is the best hunter in the land 
and so always has a ready supply of 
food. One day, clever Hyena persuades 
Lion that he needs a house-mate to 
keep him company. Soon, Vulture 
also joins the group and the three live 
in harmony at first. But, soon, the 
three companions discover that living 
together isn’t always easy...

6 Reflection: on being thankful for our 
families. Ensure everyone is listening 
carefully

7 Opportunity for prayer: children 
can turn their thoughts into their own 
prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• What clues are there in this story that it’s 
based in a different country?

• Do you think Lion was a good King? Why?
• Who was the cleverest animal in this story? 

Why? 
• To start with, the arrangement of Lion, 

Hyena and Vulture all sharing together 
worked well. What went wrong? What 
should they have done about it?

• How could the animals have helped each 
other to get along better? 

• What rules might you have written to help 
them?

• Some people think that this story explains 
why Lion, Hyena and Vulture don’t eat 
together. What do you think?

Follow-up activities:

• Find Nigeria (and Lagos) on a map and look 
at photos. How is it different from where you 
live? Are there any other countries in Africa 
that children have heard of? Start making a 
map, which you can add labels to as you visit 
them in the Commonwealth Transporter.

• Listen again to the children in Lagos talking 
about living and going to school there. 
Are there things that are the same in your 
school? What are the differences? 

• How do rules help your school to run well? 
What might happen if you didn’t have them? 
Talk together about the rules that help the 
Commonwealth to work together properly, 
and why they are important. (NB you will 
nned to look at the Commonwealth Charter 
here and paraphrase the most important 
elements, as the language is not child-
friendly!)

• Look at pictures of other African animals 
and sort them into groups e.g. meat eaters 
/ herbivores; stripes / no stripes; nocturnal 
/ diurnal etc. – let children choose their 
own categories, or you decide for them. 
Present the data in different ways e.g. Carroll 
diagrams & Venn diagrams. Can children work 
out how the sets have been sorted?

• Write a set of rules for each of the animals in 
the story to help them to get along with each 
other.

www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/136337/Cm_8572.pdf
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Something to Think About - Spring 2014

Section Content/Notes

1 Welcome and introduction:
A child from Kolkata in India introduces 
the programme. Lindsey is having a 
spot of bother with the Commonwealth 
Transporter, but has asked her friend 
Bill to help her to fix it.

2 Song: Together’ (All About Our School, 
no. 13). Encourage the children to join 
in with as much as they can.

3 Feature - Commonwealth School 
Visit: we visit some school children 
from Kolkata Internation School in 
India, to find out what it is like to live 
and go to school there...

4 Story: Chitragreeva and the doves. 
An adaptation by Kate Stonham of the 
Indian folktale (from Panchantantra 
Tales). Read by Radhika Aggarwal.

Chitragreeva is the wise leader of 
the doves. One day, a hunter traps 
the doves under a net, with plans 
to take them to market to sell, but 
Chitragreeva knows that they can 
escape if they work together...

6 Reflection: on the benefits of working 
together & co-operating.

7 Opportunity for prayer: children 
can turn their thoughts into their own 
prayer of thanks.

7: India

Themes: the Commonwealth value that ‘working 
together brings strength’

Focus image: someone trying to move a heavy 
object by themself

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look at the focus image as a class and talk 
about what’s happening.

• How could the person in the picture make 
it easier for themselves to move the heavy 
load?

• Have you ever needed help from others to 
achieve something that you couldn’t do on 
your own or helped someone else? What did 
you / they do?

• Why is it important to work together?
• How would school life / home / our world be 

different if no-one co-operated with anyone 
else?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/STTA_Spr_2014_07.jpg
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After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Talk together about how the doves were 
feeling at different points in the story e.g. 
seeing the food, being trapped, working 
together, being rescued etc.

• Why couldn’t the doves lift the net at the 
start of the story? How did they manage it 
the next time they tried?

• How many different examples of working 
together can you find in the story?

• How was Chitragreeva a good leader in this 
story?

• What do you think happened the next time 
that the doves saw grain on the ground?

• What does this story teach us about 
working together?

• Can you think of a situation today when 
you might need to work together with 
someone else?

Follow-up activities:

• Find India (and Kolkata) on a map and look 
at photos. How is it different from where you 
live? Add a label to the map showing where 
Kolkata is. Also identify the locations of some 
of the Commonwealth countries that the 
children know about.

• Listen again to the children in Kolkata talking 
about living and going to school there. 
Are there things that are the same in your 
school? What are the differences? 

• Look together at the words of the song here. 
What does it mean when it says: ‘As long as 
we’re together, we’re strong.’? How do the 
words help you to find new ways of working 
together?

• Set up lots of situations during the week 
that require children to work together. Talk 
about how each task may require a different 
approach. Why is it important to work 
together?

• Our Queen is also important in the 
Commonwealth countries. Look at 
photos of the Queen visiting some of the 
Commonwealth countries and talk about 
what’s happening. How can children tell that 
she is not in England?

Something to Think About - Spring 2014

8: New Zealand

Themes: the Commonwealth value of 
communities giving help and support to one 
another; Commonwealth Day – 11 March 2014; 
introducing the Queen’s Baton Relay – what it is/
what it signifies.

Focus image: a kiwi bird

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look at the picture of the kiwi. Has anyone 
ever seen one before? What’s unusual about 
this little bird? 

• How is it different from birds that you’ve 
seen?

• How is it different from other birds that 
children know about? Why do you think that 
it doesn’t have colourful feathers? 

• Do you think it would be able to fly? Why 
not?

• Find out where New Zealand is and label it on 
your map.

• Do children know anything about New 
Zealand? Has anyone ever visited, or has 
anyone got relations who live there? How is it 
different from the UK?

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/all_about_our_school_complete.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/STTA_Spr_2014_08.jpg
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Something to Think About - Spring 2014

Section Content/Notes

1 Welcome and introduction:
A child from Auckland in New Zealand 
introduces the programme. Lindsey 
is listening to the theme tune for the 
Queen’s baton relay and tells us a little 
bit about what happens to the baton.

2 Feature - Commonwealth School 
Visit: we take our last trip in the 
Commonwealth transporter and visit 
some children from Point Chevalier 
School in Auckland, to find out what it 
is like to live and go to school there...

3 Song: ‘Celebration rap’ (Come and 
Praise: Beginning, no. 7). Encourage 
the children to join in with as much as 
they can.

4 Story: Why the kiwi can’t fly. An 
adaptation by Sue Reid of the 
traditional Maorl folktale. Read by Nigel 
Pilkington.

Tanemahuta is King of the Trees, 
and whilst walking through his forest 
one day, he notices that his children, 
the trees, are sick. He calls on his 
brother, Tanehokahoka, who is King of 
the Birds, to help him. Together they 
search for a bird who might be willing 
to leave their tree-top home to live on 
the forest floor and eat the bugs that 
are killing the trees.

6 Reflection: on being part of the 
Commonwealth – and human – family. 

7 Opportunity for prayer: children 
can turn their thoughts into their own 
prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Why do you think Tanemahuta walked 
through the forest every day? What do you 
think he saw?

• How do you think Tanemahuta felt when he 
saw that the trees were sick?

• What do you think Tanemuhuta looks like? 
What about Tanehokahoka?

• Recap the reasons each bird (except for 
kiwi) gave to explain why they couldn’t 
save the trees. Which birds (if any) gave 
good reasons?

• If you were a bird, what would you have 
done?

• Why do you think kiwi had to lose his 
brightly coloured feathers?

• What do you think kiwi’s family thought 
about having to leave the tree-tops and live 
on the forest floor?

• What was kiwi’s reward for helping the 
trees?

• How does this story explain why kiwi can’t 
fly?

Follow-up activities:

• Visit the Queen’s baton relay website here 
and find out where in the Commonwealth the 
baton is at the moment, and where it’s been. 
Locate Glasgow, where it will end, and where 
the Games will be, on the map.

• Look at the kiwi’s beak, legs, wings and 
feathers. How do these features help kiwi to 
hunt for insects? Find out some fascinating 
facts about kiwis, (such as the fact that it 
sniffs to blow dust out of its nostrils – which 
are at the very end of its beak!) and what 
makes them so unusual (for example, their 
egg is about ¼ the total size of its body – it 
would be like a woman giving birth to a 28lb 
baby!!) 

• Also look at pictures of the other birds 
mentioned in the story: Tui, Pukeko & 
Pipiwharauroa (pronounced ‘Pipi-fara-row-a). 
Identify the features that Tanehokahoka gave 
to them because they didn’t help to save the 
trees.

• Read some other Maori stories e.g. the legend 
of Maui and the magic fish-hook, which tell of 
how the country of New Zealand was formed.

http://www.glasgow2014.com/queens-baton-relay
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Something to Think About - Spring 2014

Section Content/Notes

1 Welcome and introduction:
Lindsey is getting ready to go camping 
during the Easter holidays.

2 Song: ‘Friends’ (Come and Praise: 
Beginning, no. 19). Encourage the 
children to join in with as much as they 
can.

3 Vox Pops: children talk about the 
things they’re looking forward to in the 
Easter holidays.

4 Feature: Leah, a Jewish girl, tells us 
about the festival of Passover and what 
it means to her and her family.

5 Story: And then the cock crowed. 
An adaptation by Rachel Boxer of the 
Easter account from the Bible. Read by 
Michael Bertenshaw.

Part 1 of a 2-part story, told from the 
point of view of Peter, one of Jesus’ 
disciples.

Peter and the other disciples are 
in Jerusalem to celebrate Passover 
together. As they share the meal, a 
chain of events begins that ends in 
Jesus’ arrest, and Peter denying that he 
ever knew Jesus...

6 Reflection: on the joy of family 
celebrations Ensure everyone is 
listening carefully.

7 Opportunity for prayer: children 
can turn their thoughts into their own 
prayer of thanks.

Unit 4: The Easter story
9: Passover

Themes: exploring the links between Easter and 
Passover, celebrated by Jewish people at this 
time of year

Focus image: a sedar plate

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look at the picture, without telling anyone 
what it is. What do children think it is, and 
what might it be used for? What’s unusual 
about it?

• Is it like anything you’ve seen before? 
• Tell children that it’s called a seder plate 

and is part of the Jewish celebration called 
Passover, which happens at this time of year. 
We’ll find out more about this special object 
during the programme.

• What special foods do you eat at certain 
times of the year e.g. at Christmas, or 
another religious festival. Do the festivals 
have special stories connected with them? 

• What do you like to do during the Easter 
holidays? What’s special about this time of 
year? Why do you think it’s a time for new 
life?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/STTA_Spr_2014_09.jpg
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After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Peter is one of Jesus’ twelve disciples. Do 
you know the names of any of the others? 

• The disciples were meeting together to 
celebrate Passover. What special foods 
might’ve been on their table?

• How do you think they were feeling about 
sharing this special time together?

• Why was Jesus disappointed that Peter and 
the disciples fell asleep in the garden?

• Why do you think the soldiers arrested 
Jesus? Do you think it was fair?

• Why do you think Peter followed the 
soldiers who had taken Jesus?

• Why was Peter so upset when he heard the 
cock crow?

• What do you think might happen in the 
second part of the story (next week)?

Follow-up activities:

It’s important that children are not confused by 
the fact that Easter and Passover happen at 
the same time of year. Jewish families celebrate 
Passover, which recalls events from the time of 
Moses. As Jesus and his disciples were Jewish, 
they would have celebrated Passover as well. 
The Christian festival of Easter focuses on the 
narrative in the New Testament from the time 
when Jesus and the disciples were celebrating 
Passover, through the arrest, trial and crucifixion 
of Jesus, to his resurrection.

• Make seder plates using paper plates 
and drawing / collage. Label it to show 
what goes where, or to remind you what 
the different objects have to do with the 
story. Use the plate to help you to tell the 
Passover story.

• Talk together about the problems Peter 
faced in this story, and how he felt that 
he had let Jesus down. Have you ever felt 
like this? Sensitively share experiences 
together.

Something to Think About - Spring 2014

10: Feed my sheep!

Themes: Spring and new life; the meaning of 
Easter for Christians

Focus image: a cross

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Ask the children what they know of the 
Easter story or read it from a children’s Bible. 
Which parts are happy, and which are sad? 
Which event do children think was the most 
surprising? 

• Why might ‘new life’ be a good theme for the 
Easter story?

• Remind each other what happened in Peter’s 
story in the last programme and what they 
think might happen in the second part in this 
programme.

• Have you ever been given a special job to 
do? What was it and what did you do?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/STTA_Spr_2014_10.jpg
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Something to Think About - Spring 2014

Section Content/Notes

1 Welcome and introduction:
Lindsey is out and about in her local 
park, looking for signs of new life, 
using all her senses.

2 Song: ‘Easter’ (Come and Praise: 
Beginning, no. 55). Encourage the 
children to join in with as much as they 
can.

3 Vox Pops: Children tell us about the 
biggest surprises they’ve ever had!

4 Story: Feed my sheep. An adaptation 
by Rachel Boxer of the Easter account 
from the Bible. Read by Michael 
Bertenshaw.

The second part of the story,
told from the point of view of 
Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples.

Peter is feeling very ashamed of his 
actions, having deserted Jesus. Two 
days later he hears that some of the 
other disciples have seen Jesus. Peter 
isn't sure what to believe, but while 
out on his fishing boat, he encounters 
the risen Jesus, who is cooking them 
breakfast on the beach. In the strange 
conversation that follows, Peter finds 
that Jesus has truly forgiven him and 
has a special job for him to do...

6 Reflection: on the meaning of the 
Easter story and on the things that 
the children will do to enjoy Easter. 

7 Opportunity for prayer: children 
can turn their thoughts into their own 
prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Why was Peter feeling ashamed? Have you 
ever felt like this?

• How do you think the disciples felt knowing 
that Jesus had died?

• Why do you think Peter wasn’t sure 
whether to believe the disciples who said 
they’d seen Jesus alive?

• How do you think the disciples felt when 
they saw Jesus in the room with them?

• Why do you think Peter went fishing? How 
do you think he felt when he caught no fish 
at all?

• Why didn’t they recognise the figure on the 
beach to start with?

• Why do you think the disciples said that the 
breakfast that Jesus cooked for them was 
the best they had ever tasted?

• What strange things did Jesus say in this 
part of the story? What did he mean?

• What special job did Jesus ask Peter to do?
• What do you think is the most surprising 

part of this story?

Follow-up activities:

• Make Easter cards that contain a cross, as the 
Christian symbol of the festival, or make an 
Easter garden together, with the tomb, the 3 
crosses and spring flowers representing new 
life. Use it to tell the Easter story. 

• Find out about sheep and shepherds in Israel 
and other similar countries. Sheep are not 
herded in the same way as they are here, but 
led by the shepherd. The shepherd’s job is to 
protect the sheep and make sure they have 
food and water and Jesus used this image 
to help people understand what God is like. 
Read a story about a sheep that was lost in 
Luke, chapter 15.

• Find out about what happened to Peter after 
this part of the story and how, after Jesus 
ascended into heaven, Peter became the leader 
of the first church (you can find this story 
in the Bible, in Acts chapter 2, and in other 
parts of Acts). How is Peter different now? 
Why do you think this is?

• Go on a springtime walk and find as many 
signs as you can of new life around you. 

• Use all your senses to explore foods 
associated with Easter – including chocolate 
eggs!




