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Introduction 

 

These Teacher’s Notes include: 

• a planning grid with details of the songs 

• a suggested object for visual focus including weblinks to images 

• pre-programme preparation ideas 

• programme content breakdown 

• related activities 

• weblinks for supporting resources (e.g. images for visual focus) 

 

Where to listen: 
 
These programmes are suitable to use as part of either school or class assembly. 
 
Using the series: 
 
You may like to listen straight through, with discussion at the beginning and end 
or listen in sections, pausing for discussion as you go. Alternatively you may 
choose to use only one section of the programme at a time and spread the 
material out over several sessions in a week. For example you may wish to 
revisit the story and reflection or sing the song a second time or at the end of 
the day. 
 
Participation: 
 
Make sure you join in yourself with the listening and the singing. The children 
will observe your response and it will influence the way they perceive the 
programme. Stop the programme if the children seem to want to respond or 
become restless. Encourage the children to sing the songs, which have been 
chosen to be easy to sing and learn. During the programme the presenter will 
help the children join in. If they have difficulty, join in with part of the song (for 
example the chorus or refrain) and listen or tap hands or toes to the rest! 
 
Before the programme: 
 
Creating the right listening conditions: 
 
It’s important that the children can all hear comfortably. Make sure that the loud 
speakers are at the right height facing the children (preferably a child’s ear 
height), and that the volume is comfortable for them all. Arrange the seating so 
that none of the children are too far away from the speakers and any child with 
a hearing problem (or has a heavy cold) is in a good position. You may find that 
sitting in a semi-circle or in short lines facing one another with the speakers in 
the middle is best. Experiment and find the formation that works best for you 
and your class. 
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Creating the right atmosphere: 
 
It will help everyone to concentrate if you prepare a visual focus. A focus object 
has been suggested for each programme in these notes. Some suggestions for 
images from the web have also been included. This can be used for discussion 
and preparation - particularly important if you feel some aspect of the story is 
going to be unfamiliar to your group. 
 
You may want to create a special atmosphere by playing music or altering 
seating and lighting to let the children know that this is a different type of 
activity and prepare them to listen and take part. 
 
During the programme: 
 
Getting ready to listen: 
 
Show the children the visual focus. Can they guess what the programme is 
about? You may also like to use the ‘Before the programme’ section in these 
notes to encourage the children to think about the theme. 
 
Thinking about the story: 
 
All the stories provide opportunities for discussion. You may wish to talk further 
about the issues raised during the session, at a later time or even through the 
week. 
 
A time to reflect: 
 
Using this part of the programme ensures that the legal requirements for 
Collective Worship are met. Encourage the children to stop and be still during 
the reflection / prayer times of the programmes. If at first they are not sure how 
to respond, stop the programme and settle them down. They may like to shut 
their eyes or look at the focus object. You might like to light a candle for this 
special time, which will gradually become a visual cue that the reflection part of 
the programme is happening. 
 
Allow the children time to get used to the quiet and then turn the programme on 
again. Sitting quietly and thinking may be a very unfamiliar concept to some 
children. Allow them time to become accustomed to this, maybe over a period of 
weeks. Meanwhile encourage them to sit quietly and respect the people around 
them who would like to listen / reflect / pray. 
 
It is important that children are given the choice to join in with the prayer by 
saying ‘Amen’ at the end (which signifies their agreement with the prayer) or 
just to sit quietly and reflect on what they have heard. This is clearly signalled in 
the programmes. 
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Songs: 
 
The songs for this term come predominantly from the collection Come and Praise 
Beginning. The song for the first unit – ‘I can make a difference’ – is a 
commercially available song called ‘Make a difference’ (see Planning chart on 
page 6 for details). You may like to replay the recording and learn more of the 
song after the programme. 
 
Thinking about what’s been heard: 
 
Go through the main points of the programme again at the end (the programme 
contents section of theses notes may help). There are some suggested questions 
you may like to ask the children. What do they remember? What are their ideas? 
There are further ideas to help with this on the programme pages of these 
notes. 
 
After the programme: 
 
There are some ideas for optional related activities for following up the 
programme content. 
 
Feedback: 
 
Your feedback is important to us and helps to shape the series. Letters, drawings 
and poems from the children are particularly welcome. 
 
Please use the ‘Contact us’ button from the Home Page of the School Radio 
website at: 
www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/contact.shtml 
 
Or write to us at: 
 
Something to think about 
BBC School Radio 
London W12 7TS 
 
Copyright: 
 
You may copy the words of the songs onto a board, sheet or overhead project 
slide for use with the programmes in which they appear. However, for music 
copyright reasons, copies may not be permanently retained for subsequent use. 
It infringes copyright laws to retain material without the agreement of individual 
rights holders. Please respect these rights. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/contact.shtml
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Planning grid showing the songs in each programme 
 

 Title Song 
 

Themes 
 

 Unit 1: I can 
make a 

difference 

  

1 I can go the extra 
mile 

‘Make a difference’ – from 
the album Why? SF006CD 
by Fischy Music. See page 

8. 
 

Doing something small can make a 
big difference to someone else 

2 I can listen ‘Make a difference’ – from 
the album Why? SF006CD 

by Fischy Music 
 

Listening to others and listening to 
yourself 

3 I can lend a 
helping hand 

‘Make a difference’ – from 
the album Why? SF006CD 

by Fischy Music 
 

Ways that we can all lend a helping 
hand to others 

 Unit 2: 
Choosing a 

path 

  

4 Showing the way ‘From the tiny ant’  
Come and Praise beginning 

no. 32 
 

Making choices; showing other the 
path to take 

5 Finding a path ‘I love the sun’ 
Come and Praise beginning 

no. 30 
 

Making choices, deciding which path 
to take 

 Unit 3: A time for 
everything 

  

6 A time to plant and 
a time to harvest 

‘Sow a seed’ 
Come and Praise beginning 

no. 4 
 

The cycle of the year 

7 A time to cry and a 
time to laugh 

‘Friends’ 
Come and Praise beginning 

no. 19 
 

Listening to our feelings; considering 
the feelings of others 

8 A time to search 
and a time to give 

up 

‘Celebration rap’ 
Come and Praise beginning 

no. 7 

Knowing when things are really 
important 

 Unit 4: 
Remembering 

  

9 Rama Navami 
(Hindu: birth of 

Lord Rama) 

‘Love is something’ 
Come and Praise beginning 

no. 16 
 

Nice things that I can do for my 
friends 

10 Passover ‘Easter time’ 
Come and Praise beginning 

no. 55 
 

Remembering the good things that 
other people have done for us 
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Unit 1: I can make a difference 

 
1: I can go the extra mile 
 
Themes: helping others; doing something small can make a big difference to others 
 
Focus image: A desert scene with camels (linking to today’s story): 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/34/72694431_814c82ead4.jpg 
 
Before the programme: 
Talk about who has helped the children so far today (parents/siblings/teachers/etc)? 
What did these people do to help? What difference did it make? 
 

CD / 
Track 

Content Notes 

CD1 
Track 1 

Paul introduces the 
programme and plays the 
chorus of today’s song so 
that children can start to 
become familiar with it. 

The songs this term are mostly from Come and Praise 
Beginning. The exception is the first unit of three 
programmes, where the song is ‘Make a difference’. The 
song is from the album Why? SF006CD by Fischy Music. 
This song is used in the first three programmes and lines 
from the song are explored in each one. 
 

CD1 
Track 2 

Voxpops: children talk 
about some of the things 
they can do to make a 
difference to someone else 

Refer to the programme transcript to read what the 
children have to say. 
There’s an opportunity to pause the programme shortly 
after the voxpops when Paul will invite the listeners to 
share their own ideas of little things they can do to help 
someone else. 
 

CD1 
Track 3 

Song: ‘Make a difference’. 
See page 8 for the lyric. 

Encourage children to join in with the simple chorus: 
I can make a difference 
You can make a difference 
We can make a difference in this world of ours. 
 

CD1 
Track 4 

Story: The good 
Samaritan, specially 
written by Jeff Capel, 
based on the Gospel of 
Luke, 10 vs 25 – 37. 
 

The story is the familiar tale of The Good Samaritan. 
However, in this version the story is told from the point 
of view of Benjamin, a young man making a journey to 
Jericho, when he is attacked. 
 

CD1 
Track 5 

Time for reflection…about 
ways we can all make a 
difference. 
 

Ensure everyone is listening carefully. 

CD1 
Track 6 

Prayer. 
 

Children can listen or join in with Amen at the end if they 
wish. 
 

 
After the programme: 
 

• Talk about the actions of the two passers-by who refused to help 
Benjamin. Why did they not help? Have the children encountered 
situations when it would be easier not to help someone? 

• Make lists in groups or as a class of all the people who help us in a typical 
day. Draw pictures of them. 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/34/72694431_814c82ead4.jpg
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Make a difference 
 
 
 

I can make a difference 
You can make a difference 

We can make a difference in this world of ours. 
 

I can make a difference 
You can make a difference 

We can make a difference in this world of ours. 
 

You’ve got the power…to go the extra mile 
You’ve got the power…to listen for a while 

You’ve got the power…to lend a helping hand 
You’ve got the power…to try and understand. 

 
I can make a difference 

You can make a difference 
We can make a difference in this world of ours. 

 
I can make a difference 

You can make a difference 
We can make a difference in this world of ours. 

 
We’ve got the power…to choose between right or wrong 

We’ve got the power…to sing along with a song 
We’ve got the power…to show a little grace 

We’ve got the power…to make this a better place. 
 

I can make a difference 
You can make a difference 

We can make a difference in this world of ours. 
 

I can make a difference 
You can make a difference 

We can make a difference in this world of ours. 
 
 
 
 

© Fischy Music, 2006 
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2: I can listen 
 
Themes: listening to others…and listening to oneself 
 
Focus image: An ear for listening with! 
http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2169/2045298790_e673d744f9.jpg 
 
Before the programme: 
How good do the children think they are at listening? Be completely silent for 30 
seconds? What sounds can the children hear – inside and outside? 
 

CD / 
Track 

Content Notes 

CD1 
Track 7 

Paul introduces today’s 
programme which starts 
with our song ‘I can make 
a difference’ (from last 
time). 

Just listen to the words of the song to begin with as Paul 
sings them. 
 

CD1 
Track 8 

Song: ‘I can make a 
difference’. See page 8 for 
the lyric. 

Encourage children to join in with the words of the 
chorus: 
I can make a difference 
You can make a difference 
We can make a difference in this world of ours. 
 

CD1 
Track 9 

Voxpops: children talk 
about why they think being 
able to listen carefully is 
important. 

Refer to the programme transcript to read what the 
children have to say. 
There’s an opportunity to pause the programme shortly 
after the voxpops when Paul will invite the listeners to 
share their own ideas. 

CD1 
Track 10 

Story: The scarecrow’s hat 
by Ken Brown, Peachtree 
Publishers, 2001. The story 
is preceded by a quick 
listening quiz: the sounds 
of the three animals are: 
chicken, sheep, donkey. 
 

Chicken admires the Scarecrow’s hat (she wants it to 
make a cosy nest). The Scarecrow is willing to swap the 
hat for a walking stick. The chicken doesn’t have a 
walking stick…but knows someone who does. Thus begins 
an elaborate chain of exchanges that will see the Chicken 
listening to a variety of animals, before finally claiming 
the Scarecrow’s hat. The story is ideal for sequencing: 
the order of visits is: Scarecrow (hat)…Badger (walking 
stick) …Jackdaw (ribbon)…Sheep (wool)…Owl 
(glasses)…Donkey (blanket). The Chicken gives the 
donkey some of her tail feathers. 

CD1 
Track 11 

Time for reflection…about 
the importance of listening 
if we’re going to make a 
difference. 
 

Ensure that everyone is quiet and listening carefully. 

CD1 
Track 12 

Prayer. Children can just listen or join in with Amen at the end if 
they wish. 
 

 
After the programme: 
 

• List typical situations in each day when listening is important – when 
learning, when taking advice, when offering care. 

• Talk about listening to one’s ‘inner voice’. What do the children think this 
is? What sort of things does our inner voice tell us? 

• Use the Scarecrow’s hat as a model for creating another ‘cause and effect’ 
story. 

http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2169/2045298790_e673d744f9.jpg
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3: I can lend a helping hand 
 
Themes: helping others 
 
Focus images: An outstretched helping hand: 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/180/384854457_583f5cb447.jpg 
 
Before the programme: 
Remind children of the theme of helping others. In preparation for the story you may 
wish to talk about what an ‘old people’s home’ is and what a ‘memory’ is. 
 

CD / 
Track 

Content Notes 

CD1 
Track 13 

Introduction. Paul reminds listeners 
of our theme of making a difference.  
 

 

CD1 
Track 14 

Song: ‘Make a difference’ (see above 
for details). Today’s programme 
focuses on the line: ‘You’ve got the 
power/To lend a helping hand.’ 
See page 8 for the lyric. 
 

This is the third time the children have heard 
the song. Encourage them to join in with the 
chorus: 
I can make a difference 
You can make a difference 
We can make a difference in this world of ours. 
 

CD1 
Track 15 

Voxpops. Children talk about the 
different ways they can be ‘a helping 
hand’. 

Refer to the transcript for the words. There’s 
an opportunity to pause the programme for 
your own discussion shortly after the voxpops. 
 

CD1 
Track 16 

Story: Wilfrid Gordon MacDonald 
Partridge by Mem Fox, Puffin 1987 

Wilfrid Gordon MacDonald Partridge lives next 
door to an old people’s home. Wilfrid has many 
friends next door, but his favourite is Miss 
Nancy Alison Delacourt Cooper – because she 
too has four names. One day Wilfrid hears that 
Miss Nancy has lost her memory…so he sets 
out to find it for her. 
 

CD1 
Track 17 

Time for reflection…bringing together 
some of the ideas from the Unit. 
 

Make sure everyone is quiet and listening 
carefully. 

CD1 
Track 18 

Prayer. 
Song: reprise of our song ‘Make a 
difference’ (see above for details). 
 

Just listen…or join in with Amen at the end if 
you’d like to make the prayer your own. 
 

 
After the programme: 
 

• In the story a memory is described as ‘…something warm…something from 
long ago…something that makes you cry…something that makes you laugh… 
…something precious as gold…’ Can the children remember which items 
Wilfrid Gordon collects to correspond with each of these descriptions (shells, 
puppet, medal, football, warm egg). 

• What words would the children use to describe a memory? What are their 
oldest memories? 

• Find alternative objects to those collected by Wilfrid. Draw pictures of them. 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/180/384854457_583f5cb447.jpg
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Unit 2: Choosing a pathway 

 
4: Showing the way 
 
Themes: making choices; setting an example through the choices we make 
 
Focus image: a pathway with a choice of directions: 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/40/101374534_30e847e8ca.jpg?v=0 
 
The cover of today’s story – The Dragon Machine: 
http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51ECKT10S7L._SS500_.jpg 
 
Before the programme: 
 
Talk about choices. What choices are easy to make…which choices are hard to make? 
Can the children talk about a time when they had to make a very difficult choice? 
 

CD / 
Track 

Content Notes 

CD1 
Track 19 

Paul introduces the idea of pathways 
that are fixed – e.g. flight paths – 
and pathways where we must ‘find 
our own way’. 
 

What other kinds of pathway are there? 

CD1 
Track 20 

Story: The Dragon Machine by Helen 
Ward, Templar Publishing, 2005. 
This book has wonderful 
illustrations. You can display the 
front cover by clicking on the link 
above (see Focus images). 
 

George feels unnoticed…just like the dragons he 
has begun to see. The more he looks the more 
he sees. They start to intrude into his life, so 
George goes to the library to find out where the 
dragon’s live…then he must build the ‘Dragon 
Machine’ to lead them home. 
George’s absence is noticed at home. A search 
is made for him and everyone is relieved when 
George is discovered safe and sound. 
 

CD1 
Track 21 

Voxpops. About helping others – the 
many ways we can help different 
people. 
 

There’s an opportunity to share your own ideas 
shortly after the end of the voxpops. 

CD1 
Track 22 

Song: ‘From the tiny ant’ from Come 
and Praise Beginning (no. 32). 

An old favourite. This version of the song uses a 
choir with a jazz band accompaniment. 
 

CD1 
Track 23 

Time for reflection…about choosing a 
pathway…making choices…choosing 
to help. 
 

Ensure everyone is quiet and listening carefully. 

CD1 
Track 24 

Prayer. 
Reprise of song ‘From the tiny ant’ 
(see above for details). 

The children can just listen or join in with Amen 
at the end if they wish to. 
 

 
After the programme: 
 

• Design, draw and label your own dragon machines…or maps showing 
where the Dragon Land is. 

• Talk about the end of the story. ‘They’ give George a dog to celebrate his 
safe return. Who are ‘they’? Why are they referred to in this way? The 
final page of the book says that no-one notices that the dog is in fact 
another dragon. What do the children think about this ending? 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/40/101374534_30e847e8ca.jpg?v=0
http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51ECKT10S7L._SS500_.jpg
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5: Finding a path 
 
Themes: Making choices; finding ‘the right way through’ 
 
Focus object: A traditional hedge maze 
http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2332/1659290319_4f7ba0fc0d.jpg 
 
Resources: There are some wonderfully intricate mazes to print out at this link: 
http://www.clickmazes.com/mazes/ixmaze.htm 
 
Before the programme: 
Talk about mazes. Have any of the children ever been in a maze? What was fun 
about it? Would it worry them being in a maze and not being sure of which is the 
right pathway? 
 

CD / 
Track 

Content Notes 

CD1 
Track 25 

Introduction. Paul is trying to do a 
maze…without much success. A maze 
is one of the hardest places to find 
the right pathway. 
 

Display an image of a maze as the children 
listen. 

CD1 
Track 26 

Song: ‘I love the sun’ from Come and 
Praise Beginning, no. 30 

The line changes for each verse are: 
I love the sun… 
I love the stars… 
I love the rain… 
I love the wind… 
I love the birds… 
 

CD1 
Track 27 

The secret path by Nick Butterworth, 
published Collins Picture Lions, 2003. 
Percy the park keeper tries is going 
to do some repairs on the park maze. 
He gets a chance to play a practical 
joke on his animal friends by 
pretending to be a lion… 
 

One of Nick Butterworth’s popular stories about 
Percy and the animals that live in his park. The 
book includes a picture of the park maze at the 
end. 

CD1 
Track 28 

Voxpops: about making choices. 
Children talk about some common 
examples of choices they can make… 
 

If you’d like pause the programme after the 
voxpops to share your own ideas about choices 
to be made. 

CD1 
Track 29 

Time for reflection…about making 
choices; what choices will you have 
to make today. 
 

Make sure everyone is quiet and listening 
carefully. 

CD1 
Track 30 

Prayer. 
Reprise of the song ‘I love the sun’. 

The children can just listen…or join in with 
Amen at the end if they wish to. 
 

 
After the programme: 
 

• Make simple mazes for the children to share and attempt to solve using a 
pencil. You can get some inspiration from the ‘Resources’ section above. 

• Find out about a maze near you. When were mazes first created? How are 
they made? What makes a good maze? 

• Relate this story of Percy the park keeper to some of the other Percy stories 
the class knows. 

http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2332/1659290319_4f7ba0fc0d.jpg
http://www.clickmazes.com/mazes/ixmaze.htm
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Unit 3: A time for everything 

 
6: A time to plant and a time to harvest 
 
Themes: the seasons; the cycle of the year; a special time for everything 
 
Focus image: Pictures that show the four seasons. A woodland scene shown in 
each of the four seasons can be displayed by clicking on this link: 
http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1287/1392315474_6f03d39758.jpg 
 
Resources: This unit of programmes is inspired by famous words from the Bible 
(Ecclesiastes III): 
www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/141100.html 
 
Before the programme: 
Talk about the four seasons. Can children identify which season is shown in each 
picture? What are the qualities of each season? What happens in each season? How 
do the children’s lives change with each season? 
 

CD / 
Track 

Content Notes 

CD2 
Track 1 

Introduction. Paul describes the four 
seasons – spring, summer, autumn, 
winter. Then spring returns…and so it 
goes on… 
 

Display the relevant pictures. 

CD2 
Track 2 

Voxpops. Children talk about their 
favourite time of year…and what 
makes it special for them. 

Pause the programme if you wish after the 
voxpops to share your own ideas about 
favourite times of year. 
 

CD2 
Track 3 

Story: Sam who went to sea by 
Phyllis Root, published by Walker 
Books, 2005. 

Sam is a river rat who dreams of going to sea. 
Sam sees an advert for a DIY boat and after 
saving up soon he is busy making his sailing 
boat. As the seasons pass Sam works 
methodically on his vessel. His neighbours 
think he is being foolish…but Sam is 
determined to follow ‘his heart’s desire’. 
 

CD2 
Track 4 

Song: Sow a seed from Come and 
Praise Beginning (no. 28). 

The song is a follow-my-leader song, so 
children can listen for each line and then 
repeat it. 
 

CD2 
Track 5 

Time for reflection…on the passing of 
the four seasons…with new things to 
enjoy… 

Make sure everyone is quiet and listening 
carefully. 

CD2 
Track 6 

Prayer. 
Play-out song: ‘Turn, turn, turn’ by 
Pete Seeger sung by The Byrds. 

Listeners can make the prayer their own by 
joining in with Amen at the end. 

 
After the programme: 
 

• How does the idea of ‘a time for everything’ apply to the children’s lives? 
Catalogue the time on a typical day at which the children do various 
activities. Are there many differences? 

• Use the words from Ecclesiastes III as a model for a class poem (see 
over) substituting some of the children’s own ideas. 

http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1287/1392315474_6f03d39758.jpg
http://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/141100.html
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Ecclesiastes III (from the King James bible): 

 

3:1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the 

heaven: 

 

3:2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck 

up that which is planted; 

 

3:3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to 

build up; 

 

3:4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 

dance; 

 

3:5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time 

to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

 

3:6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast 

away; 

 

3:7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to 

speak; 

 

3:8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. 
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7: – A time to cry and a time to laugh 
 
Themes: Listening to our feelings; considering the feelings of others 
 
Focus object: Pictures of happy / sad faces. You can display images by clicking on 
these links: 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/204/503922823_3fb4b94250.jpg 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/138/327436074_b87b8bdb0e.jpg 
 
Before the programme: 
Talk about feelings. What things make the children happy? What things make the 
children unhappy? What do they do when they see someone else feeling unhappy? 
Are their occasions when they’ve been able to put themselves ‘in someone else’s 
shoes’? 
 

CD / 
Track 

Content Guidance 

CD2 
Track 7 

Introduction. Paul is texting a friend 
to wish them well at the dentist. 
 

 

CD2 
Track 8 

Song: ‘Friends’ from Come and Praise 
Beginning (no. 19) 

Paul sings the song through first to remind 
everyone of the words and melody. 
 

CD2 
Track 9 

Voxpops: children talk about times 
when they’ve thought about how 
their friends or family are feeling. 
 

There’s a chance shortly after the voxpops to 
pause the programme to share your own ideas. 

CD2 
Track 10 

Story: Hugs on the wind by Marsha 
Diane Arnold. Published by Hary N. 
Abrams Inc. 

Little Cottontail is missing grandfather, who 
has gone across ‘the great green meadow’. 
Little Cottontail thinks grandfather must be 
missing his family…so he looks for ways to 
send messages across the meadow to 
grandfather. 
A story that deals very sensitively with issues 
of loss and separation. 
 

CD2 
Track 11 

Reflection: about feelings and 
thinking how others are feeling 
 

Make sure everyone is listening carefully. 

CD2 
Track 12 

Prayer. 
Play-out song: ‘Turn, turn, turn’ by 
Pete Seeger, sung by The Byrds. 
 

Join in with ‘Amen’ at the end to make the 
prayer your own. 
Listen out for the line ‘A time to laugh and a 
time to weep.’ 
 

 
After the programme: 
 

• Play simple drama games in pairs: one child is unhappy and the other 
must find ways to cheer up their partner 

• Use the words from Ecclesiastes III as a model for a class poem (see 
above) substituting some of the children’s own ideas 

• Write a class poem about ‘Friends’ – you could use the words of today’s 
song as inspiration 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/204/503922823_3fb4b94250.jpg
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/138/327436074_b87b8bdb0e.jpg
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8: A time to search and a time to give up 
 
Themes: knowing when things are really important 
 
Focus object: a coin. You can display an image of an old coin by clicking on this 
link: 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/24/64863808_f12dcbbc37.jpg 
 
Resources: 
Today’s story refers to the Biblical story of ‘The Lost Coin’ from Luke 15: 
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=49&chapter=15&version=31 
 
Before the programme: 
Have the children ever lost something that was really important? How did it 
make them feel? Are any of the things they find most precious things of 
‘sentimental value’? 
 

CD / 
Track 

Content Notes 

CD2 
Track 13 

Paul begins by searching for his pen 
which seems to have gone 
missing…and wonders what the 
listeners’ most important things are. 

 

CD2 
Track 14 

Voxpops: children talk about the 
items that are most important to 
them. 
 

Most are physical possessions bought in shop, 
but some objects with purely sentimental 
value. 
There’s a chance shortly after the voxpops for 
you to share your own ideas. 

CD2 
Track 15 

Story: ‘The lost coin’, written by Jeff 
Capel, based on the story from the 
bible. 
 

Ollie has learnt at school about the bible story 
of ‘The lost coin’, in which a lost coin is found 
again, leading to much celebration. When it’s 
time for ‘show and tell’ at school, Ollie 
persuades his father to let him take his 
collection of 1970 World Cup coins to 
show…but later that day the coins have gone 
missing. 
 

CD2 
Track 16 

Song: ‘Celebration rap’ from Come 
and Praise Beginning (no. 7) 

There are obvious actions the children can add 
to join in with the song…so get them up on 
their feet to take part! 
 

CD2 
Track 17 

Time for reflections…on things that 
are important to us…favourite objects 
like toys…and things which are 
important to us for other reasons… 
 

Make sure everyone is listening carefully. 

CD2 
Track 18 

Prayer. 
Reprise of today’s song: ‘Celebration 
rap’ (see above). 

Listeners can just listen or make the prayer 
their own by joining in with Amen. 

 
After the programme: 
 

• Make a list of the things the children think are most precious. Which are 
things that can be bought for money? Which are things of ‘sentimental 
value’? 

• Use today’s song to create a class rap about precious things. 
 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/24/64863808_f12dcbbc37.jpg
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=49&chapter=15&version=31
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Remembering 

 
9: Rama Navami 
 
Themes: Hindu festival celebrating the birth of Lord Rama; a time to think about 
being good to others 
 
Focus image: a decorated figure of Rama: 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/212/466190574_cec9f9271e_o.jpg 
 
Resources: 
Further information about Rama Navami from the BBC website: 
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/rama.shtml 
More information about the Ramayana, including a version for children: 
http://www.geocities.com/arunsinha2000/eclectic/ramayan.html 
 
Before the programme: 
Let the children know that today’s story will be about an episode from the 
Ramayana, an epic poem telling of the life of Rama, a figure central to the Hindu 
religion. The birth of Rama is celebrated at Rama Navami, a time for special 
celebration and a time to think about being good to others. 
 

CD / 
Track 

Content Notes 

CD2 
Track 19 

Introduction. Paul introduces the 
theme and sings the first verse of the 
song. 

An opportunity for the children to become 
familiar with the words and melody of the 
song. 

CD2 
Track 20 

Song: ‘Love is something’ from Come 
and Praise Beginning (no. 16) 

 

CD2 
Track 21 

Voxpops: children talk about things 
they’ve done to be good to someone 
else. 
Paul introduces the Hindu festival of 
Rama Navami. 

Shortly after the voxpops there’s a chance for 
you to pause the programme to share your 
own ideas. 
 

CD2 
Track 22 

Story: The forest and the throne by 
Kate Stonham, based on the 
Ramayana 

An episode from the epic poem the Ramayana. 
King Dasharatha is going to make his eldest 
son Rama ruler. However, his wife Kaikeyi is 
persuaded that her own son – Bharata – 
should be king. Dasharatha has previously 
promised that he will grant any wish to Kaikeyi, 
so she uses the opportunity to put Bharata 
ahead of Rama. Rama and his faithful wife and 
brothers go to live in the forest in exile… 

CD2 
Track 23 

Time for reflection…on the many 
ways we can do good things for those 
around us. 

Make sure everyone is quiet and listening 
carefully. 
 

CD2 
Track 24 

Prayer. 
Reprise of today’s song (see above 
for details). 

Listeners can make the prayer their own by 
joining in with Amen at the end if they wish. 
 

 
After the programme: 
 

• Find out more about Rama Navami and the other festivals – e.g. Holi and 
Passover - that fall at this time of year (Rama Navami falls on 4 April 2008 this 
year) 

• Talk about festivals – what special things happen? How do they affect the 
children’s lives? 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/212/466190574_cec9f9271e_o.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/holydays/rama.shtml
http://www.geocities.com/arunsinha2000/eclectic/ramayan.html
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10: Passover 
 
Themes: Jewish festival of Passover; Easter; a time to be thankful for the good 
things done for us by others 
 
Focus images: eggs for an Easter egg hunt: 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/65/400520136_0792129fb3.jpg 
Matzah bread for Passover: 
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/50/127502681_e967f10cfe.jpg 
 
Resources: Information regarding Passover from BBC Schools Online: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/judaism/passover.shtml 
And from elsewhere on the BBC website: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/passover_1.shtml 
 
Before the programme: 
What will the children be doing at Easter? What does Easter commemorate? Remind 
children that this time of year is one when many faiths celebrate with festivals. 
 

CD / 
Track 

Content Notes 

CD2 
Track 25 

Introduction. Paul describes a 
mystery object (an Easter egg)… 
Paul sings the chorus of today’s song. 

Make sure everyone listen carefully to get a 
feel for the melody. 

CD2 
Track 26 

Song: ‘Easter time’ from Come and 
Praise Beginning (no. 55) 

The words between the chorus are follow-my-
leader, so children can listen carefully to each 
line and repeat it. 

CD2 
Track 27 

Voxpops: children talk about some of 
the good things that other people 
have done for them. 
Then Paul introduces the theme of 
Passover. 

Shortly after the voxpops there’s a chance for 
you to pause the programme to share your 
own ideas. 
 

CD2 
Track 28 

Story: The plague that passed over 
by Kate Stonham. 

It’s time for Passover and in her house Mia is 
going to find out more about the origins of 
Passover. 
Passover commemorates Moses leading his 
people out of slavery in Egypt. Several plagues 
are sent against the Egyptians – e.g. frogs, 
boils or locusts. To avoid the worst of these 
plagues the Jewish people make a special mark 
on their houses – and the plague ‘passes over’. 
The Jewish people leave in such a hurry their 
bread – matzah - doesn’t have enough time to 
rise. 

CD2 
Track 29 

Time for reflection…about festivals, 
Passover and the special things done 
for us by others. 

Make sure the children are quiet and focused 
on the words of the reflection. 

CD2 
Track 30 

A special Passover prayer. 
 

The listeners can make the prayer their own if 
they wish by join in with Amen at the end. 

 
After the programme: 
 

• What Easter traditions do the children take part in – e.g. decorating eggs 
or going on an egg hunt? Why are eggs special at this time of year? 

• Recipe for making matzah bread: 
www.redbridgerenet.co.uk/ictinset/march03/passover/passovermatzah.html 
 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/65/400520136_0792129fb3.jpg
http://farm1.static.flickr.com/50/127502681_e967f10cfe.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/judaism/passover.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/holydays/passover_1.shtml
http://www.redbridgerenet.co.uk/ictinset/march03/passover/passovermatzah.html

