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These Teacher’s Notes are primarily intended 
for print. The content - with additional features 
- can also be found on the Something to Think 
About pages of the School Radio website.

The website pages include details of all 
programmes for the coming year as well as 
online versions of focus images, which can 
be displayed on your IWB or computer while 
listening. Go to:

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g64pf

© This publication contains only BBC copyright material: its 
contents may be copied or reproduced for use in schools and 
colleges without further permission.

Alex Winters - presents Something to Think 
About in the Autumn term

Age: 5-7

  Downloads/Podcasts: These 
programmes are available as downloads or 
podcasts following transmission. Further 
information at the Podcasts page of the website:

www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/podcasts

Audio on demand: These programmes are 
also available as audio on demand from the BBC 
iPlayer Radio following transmission.

Refer to the transmission dates below to find out 
when programmes are available as podcasts and 
audio on demand.

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g64pf
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Introduction
These Teacher’s Notes include:
• a planning grid with details of the songs
• a suggested focus image
• pre-programme preparation ideas
• programme content breakdown
• related activities
• weblinks for supporting resources (e.g. images for visual focus)

Where to listen:

These programmes are suitable to use as part of either school or class assembly.

Using the series:

You may like to listen straight through, with discussion at the beginning and end or 
listen in sections, pausing for discussion as you go. Alternatively you may choose to 
use only one section of the programme at a time and spread the material out over 
several sessions in a week. For example you may wish to revisit the story and reflec-
tion or sing the song a second time or at the end of the day.

Participation:

Make sure you join in yourself with the listening and the singing. The children will 
observe your response and it will influence the way they perceive the programme. 
Stop the programme if the children seem to want to respond or become restless. 
Encourage the children to sing the songs, which have been chosen to be easy to sing 
and learn. During the programme the presenter will help the children join in. If they 
have difficulty, join in with part of the song (for example the chorus or refrain) and 
listen or tap hands or toes to the rest!

Before the programme:

Creating the right listening conditions:

It’s important that the children can all hear comfortably. 

It will help everyone to concentrate if you prepare a visual focus. A focus image has 
been suggested for each programme in these notes. This can be used for discussion 
and preparation - particularly important if you feel some aspect of the story is going 
to be unfamiliar to your group.

You may want to create a special atmosphere by playing music or altering seating and 
lighting to let the children know that this is a different type of activity and prepare 
them to listen and take part.



During the programme:

Getting ready to listen:

Show the children the visual focus. Can they guess what the programme is about? 
You may also like to use the ‘Before the programme’ section in these notes to encour-
age the children to think about the theme.

Thinking about the story:

All the stories provide opportunities for discussion. You may wish to talk further about 
the issues raised during the session, at a later time or even through the week.

A time to reflect:

Using this part of the programme ensures that the legal requirements for Collective 
Worship are met. Encourage the children to stop and be still during the reflection / 
prayer times of the programmes. If at first they are not sure how to respond, stop 
the programme and settle them down. They may like to shut their eyes or look at the 
focus object. You might like to light a candle for this special time, which will gradually 
become a visual cue that the reflection part of the programme is happening.

Allow the children time to get used to the quiet and then turn the programme on 
again. Sitting quietly and thinking may be a very unfamiliar concept to some children. 
Allow them time to become accustomed to this, maybe over a period of weeks. Mean-
while encourage them to sit quietly and respect the people around them who would 
like to listen / reflect / pray.

As part of the reflection sections of the programmes, children are guided through 
some things that they might be thankful for and then given the opportunity in the 
quietness to turn their thoughts into their own prayer if they would like to. This cre-
ates maximum flexibility for children from all faiths, or none, to be able to participate 
in the act of collective worship, while ensuring that the opportunity for prayer is main-
tained. 

If you would like to, you could also pause the programme at this point to create more 
time for children to pray, if this is what they are used to.

Songs:

The songs for this term are split between the collection Come and Praise Beginning 
and All About Our School. All the songs from All About Our School can be found online 
at this link:

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/all_about_our_school_complete.pdf
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Thinking about what’s been heard:

Go through the main points of the programme again at the end (the programme con-
tents section of these Notes may help). There are some suggested questions you may 
like to ask the children. What do they remember? What are their ideas? There are 
further ideas to help with this on the programme pages of these notes.

After the programme:

There are some ideas for optional related activities for following up the programme 
content.

Podcasts / downloads:

These programmes are available to subscribe to as podcasts or download for a lim-
ited period of time following transmission. This means that you can download each 
programme (for free) as an mp3 file, for playback either from a computer or from an 
mp3 player, such as an iPod. If you subscribe to the series your computer will auto-
matically search for each new episode when you connect to the internet, ensuring 
that you never miss a programme. 

Programmes are also available as audio on demand, ‘streamed’ from the School Radio 
website or from the BBC iPlayer Radio. Go to:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g64pf

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to shape the series. Letters, drawings and 
poems from the children are particularly welcome.

Please use the Contact us link from the School Radio website or write to us at:

BBC School Radio
4th Floor Bridge House
MediaCityUK
Manchester
M50 2BH

schoolradio@bbc.co.uk
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Planning grid showing the songs in each programme

Episode Title Song Themes
Unit 1: 

It’s time...
1 ...to harvest ‘See the farmer’ (Come 

& Praise: Beginning no. 
60)

Harvest time, being thankful, what 
happens to get food from the field to 
our tables.

2 ...to learn ‘While we live, we learn’ 
(All About Our School 
no. 3)

School, learning...and teachers! We 
also hear some teachers talking about 
what inspires them to teach.

3 ...to play ‘Laughing in the play-
ground’ (All About Our 
School no. 6)

On the importance of ‘play’ in a busy 
day; what children like to do at play-
time.

4 ...for rules ‘Keep the golden rules’ 
(All About our School 
no. 5)

On the importance of rules to help 
us to get along with each other – in 
school, and in life.

Unit 2: 
Celebrations

5 Let’s celebrate! ‘I am special’ (All About 
Our School no. 16)

Why do we celebrate? This programme 
gives children the chance to think 
about the different types of celebra-
tion, but especially about birthdays.

6 Light versus dark ‘Let’s sing and dance’ 
(Come & Praise: Begin-
ning no. 58)

Exploring the Hindu festival of 
Divali, and its many connections with 
the theme of darkness and light.

7 Saying thank you ‘All together as a family’ 
(All About Our School 
no.15)

Exploring the festival of Thanksgiving, 
including a feature on making pumpkin 
pie!

8 Hanukkah ‘There’s a light that’s 
shining’ (Come & 
Praise: Beginning 
no.49)

Exploring the Jewish festival of 
Hanukkah and the story that’s 
remembered during the 8-day celebra-
tion.

9 Waiting ‘Christmas time’ (Come 
& Praise no. 47)

Exploring the theme of Advent, as a 
time of waiting, of many sorts!

10 Light of the world ‘Hear the angels rejoic-
ing’ (Come & Praise: 
Beginning no. 53)

The theme of light continues as we 
explore the celebration of Christmas, 
the birth of Jesus, whom Christians 
call ‘the light of the world.’
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 Unit 1: It’s time…

1: It’s time...to harvest

Themes:  harvest time, being thankful, what happens to get food from the field to our 
tables

Focus image: A harvest field

Click on image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look together at the focus image. What do children think is growing in the field?  
 What other things grow in fields like this?
• What different jobs do farmers do during the year on their farms?
• What is ‘harvest time’? Have any children ever seen food being harvested or                                                                                                                                               
         helped to pick food - e.g. at a ‘pick-your-own’ farm? What did you pick and   
 how?
• Think together about the many different people who have helped to get your  
 food from the field to our homes. 
• Why is harvest a good time to say ‘thank you’? What other times during the   
 year do people say ‘thank you’ to God – and why?

Section Content Notes
1 Welcome and introduction Alex is eating his breakfast and think-

ing about all the different people and 
processes that have been a part of 
bringing his breakfast to him
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2 Song: ‘See the farmer’ (Come & Praise: 
Beginning no. 60)

Encourage the children to join in as 
much as they can

3 Story: The Little Red Hen

An adaptation by Rachel Boxer of the 
traditional tale 

Read by Kivan Dene

Little Red Hen lives on a farm and isn’t 
afraid to get on with all the hard work 
that goes into making food to eat. 

The problem is, her friends still have a 
lot to learn…  

4 Feature: Incredible Edible! We visit some Junior Farmers and find 
out how working together helps them 
to bring in the harvest for their vil-
lage…

5 Reflection: on the people who have 
worked hard so that we can eat

Ensure everyone is listening carefully

6 Opportunity for prayer Children can turn their thoughts into 
their own prayer of thanks

 
After the programme:

Talk about the story: 
• Who are the main characters in this familiar story?
• Do you think the Little Red Hen’s friends were good friends? Why?
• Has anything like this happened to you when you asked people for help?
• Which job do you think Little Red Hen least liked doing? And which one did she  
 most like doing?!
• Why didn’t the Little Red Hen share the bread at the end?
• What might have happened if the friends had helped Little Red Hen throughout  
 the story? Tell this version to each other.

Follow-up activities:
• As a class, use the sequence of the main events in the story of the Little Red  
 Hen to help children to retell it in writing, or write a different story with 
 alternative characters but using the same structure, or act it out during drama.
• Visit your school garden, if you have one, to find out what’s growing there, or  
 ready for picking.
• Look at the words of the song. How does the song help you to understand the  
 process of corn from seed to harvest? Make up actions to go with each of the  
 verses.
• Find out how harvest is celebrated around the world by researching on the 
 internet.
• Make and share bread – enjoy smelling it as it cooks, like the friends did!
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2: It’s time...to learn

Themes:  school, learning...and teachers! We also hear some teachers talking about 
what inspires them to teach

Focus image: A Classroom

Click on image to display a larger version

Before the programme:
• Look at the picture of the classroom: make a list of all the essential ‘equipment’  
 that should be in every classroom. Don’t forget the teacher! 
• Which do you think is the most important piece of equipment and why?
• Make a ‘class timetable’ together (or look at the one that may already be 
 up in your classroom): which parts of the day are about learning and which are  
 about other aspects of school life?
• Which is your favourite part of the school day and why? 
• What does it mean to have a ‘talent’?

Section Content Notes
1 Welcome and introduction Alex is finding out some interesting new 

facts from a book and thinking about the 
important part that good teachers have 
played in his life.

2 Song: ‘While we live, we learn’ (All 
About Our School no. 3)

Encourage the children to join in with the 
‘echo’ part of this follow-my-leader song.
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3 Story: The Teacher Detective

An original story by  Ems Hancock

Read by Emily Fleeshman

Mrs Jackson, the headteacher of Han-
nah’s new school, is also a ‘teacher-de-
tective,’ who makes it her job to discover 
something wonderful about each of the 
pupils in her school. Hannah doesn’t 
feel as if she has any talents at all, but 
Mrs Jackson soon shows her that she is 
wrong...and Hannah finds that she be-
gins to believe it too.

4 Feature interviews Students and teachers tell us why they 
think teachers are important...

5 Reflection: on the people who have 
helped us to learn

Ensure everyone is listening carefully.

6 Opportunity for prayer Children can turn their thoughts into 
their own prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Why do you think that Hannah had been to so many different schools?
• What do you think made Hannah feel so cross with everyone? Is there anything  
 that makes you feel cross like Hannah?
• What made Hannah think that she didn’t have any talents?
• What was Hannah’s special talent? How did she change after Mrs Jackson had  
 discovered it?
• What was the best moment for Hannah do you think? Finding her special talent?  
 Hearing other children, or the teachers, celebrate her drawing success? When  
 her picture was hung up on the wall? Or when her parents were shown the 
 picture?
• What special talents do you have? Who helped you to discover them?

Follow-up activities:

• Create a pictorial version of your class’s daily or weekly timetable so that 
 everyone can ‘read’ what’s happening next. Talk together about the pictures   
 that would make the best symbols for each activity.
• 5 October is National Teachers’ Day. Make cards to send to teachers or other  
 adults in your school who have helped you to learn something. Encourage 
 children to be as specific as they can when writing their card – just like Hannah  
 was as she remembered how Mrs Jackson helped her find her talent for 
 drawing.
• Create a ‘job description’ for a teacher, listing all the qualities that children think  
 a good teacher should have and all the different aspects to the job of being a  
 teacher. 10
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3: It’s time...to play

Themes:  the importance of ‘play’ in a busy day; what children like to do at playtime

Focus image: A school playground

Click on image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look at the picture and talk together about the different things that they can  
 see children doing. What other things do they play at playtimes? 
• Make a list of the Top Ten (or five!) favourite playtime activities. Vote as a class  
 to find out which is the most popular.
• Why do children think that playtime is an important part of the day? Do adults  
 ‘play’? How?
• Talk with a partner about the things you like / don’t like about your school 
 playground. What could be done to improve things?

Section Content Notes
1 Welcome and introduction Alex is reminiscing about playtimes and play-

ground games

2 Song: ‘Laughing in the playground’ 
(All About Our School no. 6)

Encourage the children to join in as much as 
they can

3 Vox Pops Children talk about the different things that 
they like to do at playtime

4 Story: Playtime

An original story by Ems Hancock

Read by Matthew Tanner

Alex (not the presenter!) is a shiny black 
worker ant who never stops!  Alex doesn’t 
rest or play – ALL she does and ALL she 
thinks about – is work...until one day, the 
Queen Ant helps her to realise why playing 
and resting are just as important as working.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/collectiveworship/somethingtothinkabout/stta_aut13_03.jpg
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5 Reflection: on the importance of 
play, rest and relaxation and on 
the things that children are grate-
ful for at playtimes

Ensure everyone is listening carefully.

6 Opportunity for prayer Children can turn their thoughts into their 
own prayer of thanks.

N.B. You may find that talking about playtime brings up things that children don’t like 
about being together in the playground, as well as the positive aspects. It is 
important that time is given to discuss these issues sensitively, in accordance with 
your school safety and behaviour policies.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Why do you think Alex didn’t want to play with the other ants?
• What other games do you think the ants played together? 
• Do you think working all the time is good for you? Why not?
• What made Alex realise that she needed to take a break?
• What good advice did the Queen Ant have for Alex? What advice would you   
 have given to Alex?
• How did things change once Alex had a good balance of play, rest and work?  
 What was better about her life once she discovered this?
• What lessons might we learn from this story?

Follow-up activities:

• Use data handling in maths to create graphs or charts of the most popular 
 playtime games, then use the graphs to ask and answer questions - e.g. how  
 many more children like playing tag than skipping?
• Look at pictures from the past showing children playing in school playgrounds,  
 or invite an older person in to talk about playtime when they were at school.  
 Find out about the games that children used to play - e.g. marbles, conkers etc.  
 Are there any that are still played in your playground today? Which games   
 would you like to play again?
• Write a set of simple instructions, either as a class, or individually, to tell some 
 one else how to play your favourite playtime game. If written individually, these  
 could be made into a ‘Things to do at playtime’ book, which could be laminated  
 and then put in a strategic place in the playground for others to use.
• Design a ‘fantasy’ playground, with areas for all the things that you most like  
 to do at playtime, or the things that you would most like to do! You could turn  
 your ideas into a ‘wish-list’ for the future, or a focus for some fundraising.
• Interview adults around the school about the things that they do to relax and  
 ‘play.’ Which are the most interesting?!
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4:  It’s time...for rules

Themes: the importance of rules to help us to get along with each other – in school, 
and in life.

Focus image: A Snakes and Ladders Board

Click on image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look at the focus image and talk about the rules of the game. Why does the   
 game have rules? What other games have rules? What would happen if they   
 didn’t?
• If you wrote the rules to play a playground game after the last programme,   
 look back at these too.
• Look at your school or class rules. Why are these important? What would 
 happen if no-one took any notice of them? 
• Are there other rules that children know? Why are these rules important?
• Does anyone know what the ‘Golden Rule’ is?

Section Content Notes
1 Welcome and introduction Alex tells us about the many different 

rules he’s already followed driving in to 
the studio.

2 Vox Pops Children tell us about what they think 
their most important school rule is...

3 Song: ‘Keep the golden rules’ (All 
About our School no. 5)

Encourage the children to join in as much 
as they can.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/collectiveworship/somethingtothinkabout/stta_aut13_04.jpg
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4 Story: Benjy’s Big Lesson

An original story by Jo Wozencroft

Read by Matthew Tanner

Benjy is a little beaver who doesn’t like 
following rules of any kind! But then he 
learns why it is important to treat others 
as you would wish to be treated yourself!

5 Reflection: on the importance of rules 
for living safely and happily together

Ensure everyone is listening carefully.

6 Opportunity for prayer Children can turn their thoughts into their 
own prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• What made Benjy different from the other beavers at the start of the story? 
• Why didn’t he help the other beavers? What would you have done?
• Which of the beavers would you choose as a friend and why?
• Who in the story kept the ‘Golden Rule’?
• What made Benjy realise that he’d made some big mistakes?
• What do you think Benjy did when it came to the end of autumn the next year? 
• How does this story help you to understand the meaning of the phrase ‘as busy  
 as a beaver’?

Follow-up activities:

• Try to play a game without there being any rules. Is it fun? Does it work?
• Find out what the Golden Rule is in the religions that children study as part of  
 their RE curriculum. Talk together about why this rule might be so important   
 that it’s known as the Golden Rule.
• Make a class copy of the Golden Rule and decorate it with ‘golden’ collage bits,  
 to display somewhere prominent. Try to keep it for the rest of the week 
 (or term!). Think together about what it means in different aspects of life - e.g.  
 in the playground, at home. Imagine what our world might be like if everyone  
 did live by the Golden Rule.
• Non-fiction writing: write down the rules of how to play Snakes and Ladders –  
 or any other game of your choice, provided it’s not too complicated! Are rules 
 different from instructions?
• Find out more about beavers and why they are so busy! You could use the   
 things you find out to make a class non-fiction book. 
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Unit 2: Celebrations
5: Let’s celebrate!

Themes:  why do we celebrate? This programme gives children the chance to think 
about the different types of celebration, but especially about birthdays.

Focus image: Candles on a cake

Click on image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Talk about the focus picture and what it might be celebrating. What other 
 picture might have been chosen to symbolise a birthday celebration?
• Share stories together (maybe with partners) about your happiest birthday so  
 far. What made it such a happy day?
• Do you share your birthday with anyone else in the class? Or someone else that  
 you know? How does/ might it feel to have the same birthday as  someone else? 
• Make a class list of as many celebrations as children can think of. What pictures  
 would they choose to symbolise each of these celebrations? Are there any 
 children in your class for whom some of these celebrations are special? What do  
 they most look forward to about that celebration?

Section Content Notes
1 Welcome and introduction We join Alex for a special birthday Some-

thing To Think About!

2 Song: ‘I am special’ (All About Our 
School no. 16)

Encourage the children to join in as much 
as they can

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/collectiveworship/somethingtothinkabout/stta_aut13_05.jpg
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3 Story: But it’s MY birthday!

An original story by Jo Wozencroft

Read by Emily Fleeshman

Soon it will be Ryan’s 8th birthday and 
he’s excitedly planning his party...until he 
discovers he’ll be sharing it with his lit-
tle sister and her ‘baby’ friends. As Mum 
helps him look back over other birthday 
celebrations, he realises that birthdays 
aren’t just about parties and cake...

4 Vox Pops Children tell us about their favourite 
celebrations.

5 Reflection: on celebrating birthdays Ensure everyone is listening carefully.

6 Opportunity for prayer Children can turn their thoughts into their 
own prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Why do you think Ryan was popping the party poppers at the start of the story?
• Which do you think was Ryan’s favourite birthday celebration out of the list that  
 he remembers?
• Why didn’t Ryan want to share his party with Lynn, his little sister? Would you  
 have felt the same if you were Ryan?
• Did Lynn feel the same way about sharing a party with Ryan?
• Why did looking at the photo album with Mum help Ryan to change his mind?
• What party games do you think that Ryan chose to play so that everyone could  
 be happy?

Follow-up activities:

• Begin to create a class non-fiction book called ‘Celebrations.’ You could choose  
 celebrations from the list that you made as a class before the start of the 
 programme - or use the celebrations that will be featured during the rest of the  
 term’s programmes - and make the book up as you go along using information  
 that children find out during each of the programmes. Choose pictures and facts  
 that summarise the key features of each celebration featured.
• Ask children to bring in photos of them celebrating their favourite birthday so  
 far and use it as a stimulus to write about ‘My best birthday ever’.
• Make a class chart of whose birthday is celebrated when. Again, use the chart  
 or graph to ask and answer questions about birthdays - e.g. which is the most  
 popular month for birthdays in your class? Who is the oldest child in the class?  
 Compare your class data with another class’s data if possible.
• Plan a ‘fantasy’ birthday party for someone unusual - e.g. a book character, film  
 character or famous person, or for Ryan and Lynn. What would you include that  
 would make the party special for them?



6: Light versus Dark

Themes:  exploring the Hindu festival of Divali and its many connections with the 
theme of ‘dark and light’

Focus image: A diva lamp

Click on image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look at the focus picture. Does anyone know what it is? What else does the   
 class know about the celebration of Divali?
• Are there any Hindu children in your class or school? What do you know of their  
 celebrations and beliefs?
• Light a diva and watch the candle flame. Explain that children will find out more  
 about divas in the story.
• Do children know of other times of year and other festivals that use candles?  
 Why do they think light is often used as a symbol?

Section Content Notes
1 Welcome and introduction Alex is enjoying a display of fireworks and 

thinking about how lights of many different 
types are important during celebrations.

2 Vox Pops Some school friends talk about how they cel-
ebrate Divali

3 Song: ‘Let’s sing and dance’ 
(Come & Praise: Beginning no. 58)

Encourage the children to join in with the 
‘echo’ of this follow-my-leader song.
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4 Story: Lakshmi’s Walk

An adaptation by Rachel Boxer of a 
traditional Indian tale 

Read by Moshana Khan

Lakshmi is the Hindu deity of prosperity and 
wealth. Every Divali, so the story goes, she 
walks from her summer home to the city, 
guided by the lamps of the faithful. But one 
Divali, as she sets out on her walk, the land 
is dark, except for the house of a clever 
washerwoman…

5 Reflection: on the importance of 
festivals and celebrations to help 
us remember the past

Ensure everyone is listening carefully.

6 Opportunity for prayer Children can turn their thoughts into their 
own prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Do you think the King did the right thing in always giving the Queen what she  
 wanted? Why?
• Have you ever lost anything precious, like the Queen did? What happened and  
 how did you feel?
• How do you think the washerwoman felt when she saw the necklace on her   
 doorstep? How might the story have been different if she hadn’t been honest?
• How was the washerwoman clever? What might you have asked the king for if  
 you were the washerwoman?
• Talk about how Lakshmi felt at different points in the story - e.g. when she saw  
 the darkness everywhere; when she was trying to find her way; when she saw  
 the washerwoman’s house, etc.

Follow-up activities:

• If you’re making the ongoing class book called ‘Celebrations,’ add this week’s  
 information to it, using children’s ideas.
• Find out more about the beliefs and celebrations of the Hindu faith. Look at   
 pictures of worship in a Hindu temple or home, or of Divali being celebrated and  
 talk about how it might feel to be a Hindu child in those different situations. 
• Make diva lamps out of clay. Paint them in bright colours and place a nightlight  
 in each. Talk about how it might look if they were all alight in the darkness.  
• Look at Rangoli patterns, and then design your own on the playground with   
 chalk.
• Watch a version of the story of Rama and Sita, also told at Divali, on the   
 School Radio website.    
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7: Saying Thank You

Themes:  exploring the festival of Thanksgiving, including a feature on making 
pumpkin pie!

Focus image: A pumpkin

Click on image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look at the picture of the pumpkin. Do children know what it is? Has anyone  
 ever tasted pumpkin? Did they like it?
• Find out where it grows (i.e. on a stalk, on the ground, not under the ground),  
 and what it can be used for. What other vegetables do children know that grow  
 like this?
• What other festivals feature special food? 
• In this programme we’re going to hear about the American celebration called  
 ‘Thanksgiving’. Why is it good to say thank you? What times during the year do  
 people say ‘thank you’ to God – and why?

Section Content Notes
1 Welcome and introduction Alex receives a thank you letter from his 

American friend to whom he sent a birthday 
present and who wishes him ‘Happy Thanks-
giving’ at the end of his note.

2 Feature: Pumpkin Pie Leslie and her mum make pumpkin pie in 
Leslie’s kitchen…
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3 Story: The Enormous Pumpkin

An original story by Ems Hancock

Read by Lucia Cox

Ethan is working very hard to grow a pump-
kin so that he and his family can enjoy some 
pumpkin pie on Thanksgiving Day. He does 
the usual things, like watering and looking 
after the plant as it grows… But Ethan wants 
to grow the biggest pumpkin ever, so he de-
cides to do something else as well…

4 Song: ‘All together as a family’ 
(All About Our School no.15)

Encourage the children to join in as much as 
they can.

5 Reflection: on being thankful  - 
for food, and friends and family to 
share it with

Ensure everyone is listening carefully.

6 Opportunity for prayer Children can turn their thoughts into their 
own prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• What different things did Mum do to make sure her vegetables grew? What did  
 Ethan do to help his pumpkin seed to grow?
• What do you think made it grow so enormous?
• Why did Mum and Dad think Ethan would be disappointed to have to pick his  
 pumpkin?
• Does this story remind you of any others that you know?
• What (or who) made the pumpkin come off the plant?
• How many pumpkin pies do you think were made from the pumpkin?
• What do you think Ethan planted the next year? What happened?

Follow-up activities:

• If you’re making the ongoing class book called ‘Celebrations,’ add this week’s  
 information to it, using children’s ideas.
• Find a recipe for Pumpkin Pie and make one as a class, or, alternatively, buy   
 one ready-made and share it together. Find some other recipes that use 
 pumpkin. Are they used in puddings too? Gather the recipes that you would   
 most like to try – and maybe try them as well!
• Hold your own school or class Thanksgiving – not necessarily in the North   
 American tradition, but made up of things that you as a school are thankful for.  
 Write prayers or poems to include and choose some of your favourite assembly  
 songs to sing that express gratitude.
• Share together the story of how the Mayflower travelled from Plymouth to   
 America. Talk about the excitement and challenges of such a journey – without  
 sat-nav! 20



8: Hanukkah

Themes:  exploring the Jewish festival of Hanukkah and the story that’s remembered 
during the 8-day celebration.

Focus image: A Hanukkiah menorah lit for the festival of Hanukkah

Click on image to display a larger version

Before the programme:
• Look at the hanukkiah (a hanukkiah is a special menorah with 9 branches   
 instead of the usual 7, which celebrates the ‘Miracle of the Oil’ at the festival of  
 Hanukkah. Look at the light coming from the candles. Compare it to the diva  
 lamp you lit (or looked at) during the programme about Divali.
• How is the hanukkiah different from other types of candle holders the children  
 have seen? Notice any special symbols.
• Count how many candles there are and talk about what they might represent.  
 Listen carefully to the story to find out!
• What other Jewish celebrations do children know about?
• What other festivals use candles as a part of their celebrations?

Section Content Notes
1 Welcome and introduction Alex is spinning a dreidel and thinking 

about the festival of Hanukkah.

2 Song: ‘There’s a light’ (Come & 
Praise: Beginning no. 49 )

Encourage the children to join in as much 
as they can.

3 Story: The Miracle of the Oil

An adaptation by Rachel Boxer of the 
Jewish story 

Read by Andrew Vincent

This story tells of the Jewish people who 
lived in the city of Jerusalem, a good lead-
er, Judah Maccabee, and a wicked king, 
Antiochus. Antiochus sends his soldiers to 
ransack the Jewish temple, resulting in the 
Everlasting Light being extinguished, but 
the Jewish people pray and a miracle oc-
curs that has been retold at every Hanuk-
kah festival since...
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After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Why do you think that King Antiochus treated the Jewish people so badly?
• Why do you think that the Jewish people obeyed God and not the soldiers?
• What was the saddest moment in the story? Which was the happiest?
• What rules do you think might have been written in the Torah? Compare your  
 ideas with the Ten Commandments (which are some of the rules in the Torah).
• What is a ‘miracle’? What was the ‘miracle’ in this story? Do you know any other  
 stories that contain miracles?
• How do you think the story is linked to the hanukkiah you saw before the start  
 of the programme?
• Why do you think Jewish people like to remember this story every year?

Follow-up activities:

• If you’re making the ongoing class book called ‘Celebrations,’ add this week’s  
 information to it, using children’s ideas.
• Use the adapted script of the Miracle of the Oil story (below) to re-enact it 
 together.
• Find out how to play the dreidel game (with counters, or ‘gelt,’ often chocolate  
 money) and the significance of the Hebrew letters on each of its 4 faces. There  
 is information on the BBC Religion and Ethics website.
• Look at photos or a virtual tour of a synagogue and locate the Torah and the   
 Everlasting Light.
• Make a handprint hanukkiah, using both hands and joining together the two   
 thumbs to make the ‘shamahs’ or ‘servant’ candle in the middle that is used   
 to light the other candles on the hanukkiah. Use fingerprints and yellow paint to  
 ‘light’ hanukkiahs to show the different nights of Hanukkah. 
• Make and eat potato ‘latkes’: potato cakes, fried in oil (again, linking with the  
 story).

22

4 Feature We meet Leah at the Jewish Museum in 
Manchester.

5 Reflection: on the festival on 
Hanukkah and the importance of 
remembering events from the past

Ensure everyone is listening carefully.

6 Opportunity for prayer Children can turn their thoughts into their 
own prayer of thanks.



The Miracle of the Oil – an all-together story for Hanukkah

This version of the story is exactly the same as the recorded version, but is scripted 
for children to be actively involved, using a range of actions that are cued by certain 
words within the story. Teach the actions before listening to the story – each action 
only needs to be done once each time. It should be possible to do the actions with the 
recorded story within the programme, however, teachers may prefer to read the story 
out loud themselves. The children need to be reminded that they need quick reac-
tions, or they might get left behind!

Actions:
‘God’ – point upwards

‘King Antiochus’ – thumbs down (could also say “Boo!!”)
‘Judah Maccabee’ – thumbs up (could also say “Hurray!”)

‘Soldiers’ – salute
‘Read the Torah’ – open a scroll

‘Jerusalem’ – point with right hand to the ‘East’
‘Lamp’ – cup hands to look like a candle flame

This is a story that Jewish people remember each year when they celebrate 
Hanukkah. It is the story of the Jewish people who lived in the city of Jerusalem 
(point to East with right hand), a good leader, Judah Maccabee (thumbs up), and a 
wicked king, Antiochus (thumbs down).

Long ago, God (point upwards) gave the Jewish people rules to help them to live their 
lives. He told them to pray to Him, and to read the Torah (open scroll) where God’s 
(point upwards) laws were written. The Torah (open scroll) was kept in the temple, 
a special building in Jerusalem (point East with right hand), where the Jews went to 
worship God (point upwards). Because they loved God (point upwards), the Jews kept 
his laws. For a long time, every one was happy.

Then a new king came to rule over the Jewish people. His name was King Antiochus 
(thumbs down). He told the Jewish people that they were not allowed to read the 
Torah (open scroll). What was even worse, King Antiochus  (thumbs down) told them 
that they must not pray to God (point upwards). What should they do? They were 
frightened of his soldiers (salute) but they loved God (point upwards) and went on 
keeping His laws. This made King Antiochus (thumbs down) very cross.

One day King Antiochus (thumbs down) could stand it no more. He sent his soldiers 
(salute) into the temple in Jerusalem (point East). They ripped up the Torah (open 
scroll), scattering the pieces all over the temple. Then the soldiers (salute) began to 
spoil all the other beautiful things there, smashing all the treasures on the ground...
pushing over furniture...and, worst of all, they extinguished the special lamp (cup 
hands), the symbol of God’s (point upwards)  presence that burned day and night in 
the temple.
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When they saw what the soldiers (salute) had done, the Jewish people were devas-
tated. Their most holy place lay in ruins...

Judah Maccabee (thumbs up) decided to take action. He gathered together just a few 
Jewish soldiers (salute) and crept into the hills near where the soldiers (salute) of 
King Antiochus (thumbs down) were camped. The soldiers (salute) of King Antiochus 
(thumbs down) were strong and huge and rode on elephants, but the Jewish soldiers 
(salute), although they were few, were fighting for what they believed in and that 
makes all the difference!

There were many battles. The armies fought long and hard but finally the soldiers 
(salute) of Judah Maccabee (thumbs up) won (thumbs up). There was much rejoicing 
amongst the Jewish people.

But before any celebrations could happen, there was work to be done.

The Jewish people gathered again: this time to clean up the temple in Jerusalem 
(point East). They looked for the special lamp (cup hands), the symbol of God’s (point 
upwards) presence, that burned night and day in the temple but the Everlasting Light 
was missing! At last they found it, but – oh dear! – there was only a tiny bit of oil left 
to put in the lamp (cup hands) and they had no time before Shabbat, the Jewish day 
of rest and worship, to make any more. The oil would only last for one day! 

So the Jewish people prayed to God (point upwards) and asked Him to help. An 
amazing thing happened – a miracle that would be retold year after year. Although 
there was only a tiny bit of oil left in the special lamp (cup hands), it didn’t run out! 
Not after 1 day or 2 days or 3 days… No – the oil lasted for 8 whole days! This was 
just enough time for the Jewish people to collect more oil for the lamp (cup hands), 
so they could keep it burning all day and all night, just as God’s (point upwards) law 
said they should.

And so it is that at Hanukkah each year, Jewish people light candles each day to 
remember the time when God (point upwards) worked a miracle, and the oil in the 
temple burned for eight days.        

           © Rachel Boxer
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9: Waiting

Themes:  exploring the theme of Advent, as a time of waiting, of many sorts!

Focus image: An Advent Calendar

Click on image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• How does it feel to have to wait for something? Share stories together of times  
 when waiting has been hard…..or worth it!
• Look together at the Advent calendar and discuss what it’s for. How many days  
 are there on an Advent calendar? Why not 25? 
• How is an Advent calendar connected with the theme of ‘waiting’?
• Talk about other Advent traditions e.g. lighting candles or ‘traditions’ that 
 happen in school during the run-up to Christmas. Why do children think people  
 spend so long looking forward to Christmas?

Section Content Notes
1 Welcome & introduction Alex is counting down the days until Christ-

mas…and thinking about the theme of wait-
ing.

2 Vox Pops Children talk about how it feels to have to 
wait for things…

3 Story: Waiting

An original story by Rachel Boxer

Read by Emily Fleeshman

Alfie and Charlotte are helping Mum to get 
the house ready for Christmas. It’s the first 
time that Charlotte has ever had her own 
Advent calendar….and it seems that she has a 
lesson to learn about waiting!
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4 Song: Christmas Time (Come & 
Praise no. 47)

Encourage the children to join in as much as 
they can.

5 Reflection Ensure everyone is listening carefully.

6 Opportunity for prayer Children can turn their thoughts into their 
own prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Have you got special things that you put up at home at Christmas time? Which  
 ones do you like best and why?
• Why do you think this story is called ‘Waiting’? 
• Why do you think Charlotte opened all the doors at once? Have you ever done  
 anything like this?
• Why did Mum say ‘Oh Charlotte!’ more softly the second time?
• Why do you think the children were so excited to see Granny and Grandpa?   
 Who do you look forward to seeing at Christmas or holiday time?
• What do you think Charlotte learned about waiting during the story?

Follow-up activities:

• If you’re making the ongoing class book called ‘Celebrations,’ add this week’s  
 information to it, using children’s ideas. Is celebrating Advent the same as the  
 other celebrations that children have been learning about? Why?
• Make a class ‘Advent’ calendar – either using your own pictures, hidden behind  
 doors, or writing some ‘kind deeds’ that could be done, one for each day e.g.  
 ‘Today, let someone else go first in the line’ or ‘Pick up some rubbish and put it  
 in the bin.’
• Find out how Advent/ Christmas is celebrated in other countries around the   
 world. 
• In circle time, talk together about all the different ways in which children ‘count  
 down’ the time until it’s Christmas (or other special time), or things they look  
 forward to most about waiting for the special day to come.
• Make and light a class Advent wreath using holly and candles, to count down  
 the weeks in Advent, then (observing VERY careful safety precautions if you   
 have the candles lit!) share Christmassy stories at the end of each day during  
 Advent. 
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10: Light of the world

Themes: the theme of light continues as we explore the celebration of Christmas, the 
birth of Jesus, whom Christians call ‘the light of the world’

Focus image: an Advent candle wreath

Click on image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look at the focus picture (or at your real Advent wreath if you made one after  
 the previous programme). What can you see?
• How many candles are there? 
• Explain what the different candles represent. [The white candle in the middle  
 represents Jesus, the light of the world; the four coloured candles 
 represent Hope, Love, Joy and Peace.] Why are these good words for the   
 Christmas season? Why do children think the white one is in the centre?
• Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus, whom Christians believe is God’s son. 
 What other stories do you know about Jesus?
• Light the correct number of candles for the week in Advent that it currently is.  
 Watch the candle flame(s) and talk about how it/ they make(s) you feel.

Section Content Notes
1 Welcome & introduction Alex is listening to carol singers and think-

ing about the joy that is a part of many 
celebrations…..

2 Vox Pops Children talk about what they think brings 
joy over the holiday time….

3 Song: Hear the angels rejoicing 
(Come & Praise: Beginning no. 53)

Encourage the children to join in as much as 
they can.

27

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio-assets/img/collectiveworship/somethingtothinkabout/stta_aut13_10.jpg


4 Story: Light of the world

An adaptation by Rachel Boxer of 
the Nativity account in Luke chapter 
2

Read by Andrew Vincent

Jacob is a shepherd boy who spends his first 
night out on the hillside with his dad and 
the other shepherds. It’s a beautiful night, 
and when the sky lights up with angels, it 
turns out to be even more exciting than 
Jacob had ever imagined!

5 Reflection: on the joy of Christmas 
time, and on Jesus’ words ‘I am the 
light of the world’

Ensure everyone is listening carefully.

6 Opportunity for prayer Children can turn their thoughts into their 
own prayer of thanks.

After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Why might Jacob have been so excited about his first ‘night watch’?
• Why did Jacob’s eyes grow wide as the shepherds told each other stories?
• What ‘pictures’ do you think Jacob could see in the stars? Have you ever looked  
 up at the night sky? What did you see?
• When they saw the baby, Jesus, why did it seem as if time stood still? Have you  
 ever had a moment like that?
• Why do you think the shepherds wanted to tell everyone they met about what  
 had happened?
• What do you think Jacob most remembered about that night? 
• What did Jacob mean when he thought ‘Nothing would ever be the same again’? 

Follow-up activities:

• If you’re making the ongoing class book called ‘Celebrations,’ add this final  
 week’s information to it, using children’s ideas. Read the whole book together,  
 and find out which celebration children have most enjoyed finding out about.
• Think together about what light does. Why might Jesus have spoken of himself  
 as the ‘light’ of the world? 
• In art, children could try to create ‘light’ in a dark place using paint (maybe the  
 shepherds on the hillside as the angels appeared), or produce their own repre 
 sentation of the idea ‘Light of the world.’
• Find the place in a Children’s Bible where this story takes place (Luke chapter 
 2) and read it together. You could also look at Jesus words ‘I am the light of the  
 world’ in John 9:5. 
• Look at the words of the song ‘Hear the angels rejoicing.’ Why do children think  
 that each group of people is rejoicing?
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