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Before the programme:

Creating the right listening conditions:

It’s important that the children can all hear 
comfortably. Make sure that the loud speakers are 
at the right height facing the children (preferably 
a child’s ear height), and that the volume is 
comfortable for them all. Arrange the seating so 
that none of the children are too far away from the 
speakers and any child with a hearing problem (or 
has a heavy cold) is in a good position. You may 
find that sitting in a semi-circle or in short lines 
facing one another with the speakers in the middle 
is best. Experiment and find the formation that 
works best for you and your class.

Creating the right atmosphere:

It will help everyone to concentrate if you prepare 
a visual focus. A focus object has been suggested 
for each programme in these notes. Some 
suggestions for images from the web have also 
been included. This can be used for discussion 
and preparation - particularly important if you feel 
some aspect of the story is going to be unfamiliar 
to your group.

You may want to create a special atmosphere by 
playing music or altering seating and lighting to 
let the children know that this is a different type of 
activity and prepare them to listen and take part.

During the programme:

Getting ready to listen:

Show the children the visual focus. Can they guess 
what the programme is about? You may also like 
to use the ‘Before the programme’ section in these 
notes to encourage the children to think about the 
theme.

Thinking about the story:

All the stories provide opportunities for discussion. 
You may wish to talk further about the issues 
raised during the session, at a later time or even 
through the week.

Introduction

These Teacher’s Notes include:

•	 a planning grid with details of the songs

•	 a suggested object for visual focus including 
weblinks to images

•	 pre-programme preparation ideas

•	 programme content breakdown

•	 related activities

•	 weblinks for supporting resources (e.g. 
images for visual focus)

Where to listen:

These programmes are suitable to use as part of 
either school or class assembly.

Using the series:

You may like to listen straight through, with 
discussion at the beginning and end or listen 
in sections, pausing for discussion as you go. 
Alternatively you may choose to use only one 
section of the programme at a time and spread 
the material out over several sessions in a week. 
For example you may wish to revisit the story and 
reflection or sing the song a second time or at the 
end of the day.

Participation:

Make sure you join in yourself with the listening 
and the singing. The children will observe your 
response and it will influence the way they 
perceive the programme. Stop the programme if 
the children seem to want to respond or become 
restless. Encourage the children to sing the songs, 
which have been chosen to be easy to sing and 
learn. During the programme the presenter will 
help the children join in. If they have difficulty, join 
in with part of the song (for example the chorus or 
refrain) and listen or tap hands or toes to the rest!
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After the programme:

There are some ideas for optional related activities 
for following up the programme content.

Podcasts:

These programmes are available to download for 
30 days following transmission or subscribe to as 
a podcast. This means that you can download each 
programme (for free) as an mp3 file, for playback 
either from a computer or from an mp3 player, 
such as an iPod. 

If you subscribe to the series your computer will 
automatically search for each new episode when 
you connect to the internet, ensuring that you 
never miss a programme. It is a perfectly suitable 
alternative to acquiring the programme on pre-
recorded CDs, provided you are happy not to use 
a CD player for playback. More information at the 
Podcast page of the School Radio website:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/podcasts

Programmes are also available as audio on 
demand, ‘streamed’ from the School Radio 
website. While the service is reliable, it is not as 
flexible as acquiring the programme content from 
pre-recorded CD or by download.

Feedback:

Your feedback is important to us and helps to 
shape the series. Letters, drawings and poems 
from the children are particularly welcome.

Please use the Contact us link from the website:

www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/
contactusform

A time to reflect:

Using this part of the programme ensures that the 
legal requirements for Collective Worship are met. 
Encourage the children to stop and be still during 
the reflection / prayer times of the programmes. If 
at first they are not sure how to respond, stop the 
programme and settle them down. They may like 
to shut their eyes or look at the focus object. You 
might like to light a candle for this special time, 
which will gradually become a visual cue that the 
reflection part of the programme is happening.

Allow the children time to get used to the quiet 
and then turn the programme on again. Sitting 
quietly and thinking may be a very unfamiliar 
concept to some children. Allow them time to 
become accustomed to this, maybe over a period 
of weeks. Meanwhile encourage them to sit quietly 
and respect the people around them who would 
like to listen / reflect / pray.

It is important that children are given the choice to 
join in with the prayer by saying ‘Amen’ at the end 
(which signifies their agreement with the prayer) 
or just to sit quietly and reflect on what they have 
heard. This is clearly signalled in the programmes.

Songs:

The songs for this term are split between the 
collection Come and Praise Beginning and All 
about our school. Due to programme lengths, it is 
not always possible to teach the songs during the 
programmes, so you may wish to prepare these 
beforehand. The places where Paul teaches parts of 
the songs in individual programmes are indicated 
within each programme’s chart of contents. Where 
the songs are from All about our school or are 
less familiar songs from Come and Praise we have 
included the lyrics within these Notes. You may 
like to replay the recording and learn more of the 
song after the programme.

Thinking about what’s been heard:

Go through the main points of the programme 
again at the end (the programme contents section 
of theses notes may help). There are some 
suggested questions you may like to ask the 
children. What do they remember? What are their 
ideas? There are further ideas to help with this on 
the programme pages of these notes.
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Planning grid showing the songs in each programme

Title Song Themes

Unit 1: New beginnings

1 The new school 
year 

‘Back in school again’ (All 
about our school, no. 2). 
See page 8.

Starting school for the first time / new 
beginnings.

2 Starting a new 
activity

‘While we live we learn’ 
(All about our school, no. 
3). See page 11.

Trying something new / being brave.

Unit 2: Lost and found

3 Lost! ‘Build up!’ (All about our 
school, no. 12). See page 
14.

Lost and found.

4 Jesus lost in the 
temple

‘Being a friend’ (All about 
our school, no. 8). See 
page 17.

Getting on and falling out.

Unit 3: A village in Autumn

5 Welcome to our 
village

‘Our school’ (All about 
our school, no. 9). See 
page 20.

Village life in Combs, Derbyshire.

6 Working together on 
the farm

‘All together as a family’ 
(All about our school, no. 
15). See page 23.

Visiting a farm in Combs, Derbyshire.

7 Remembrance ‘God is watching over 
you’ (All about our 
school, no. 7). See page 
26.

How Remembrance Day is 
commemorated in the village of 
Combs.

Unit 4: Christmas

8 The snow is coming ‘He’s got the whole world 
in his hands’ (Come and 
praise, Beginning, no 
19).

Preparing for winter in Combs.

9 The three kings ‘Chain of Love’ (All about 
our school, no. 14). See 
page 31.

Preparing for Christmas; having ‘goals’ 
to aim for.

10 The first Christmas 
tree

‘Mary had a baby’ (Come 
and praise, no 123). 

Decorating the house for Christmas, 
with a focus on the Christmas tree.

School Radio  © BBC 2012www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio
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CD/
Track

Content

CD1
Track 1

Welcome and introduction: Ben is 
listening to some school-time sounds, 
like the school bell and asking children 
what they mean.

CD1
Track 2

Voxpops: children tell us about their 
experiences of starting school for the 
very first time.

CD1
Track 3

Story: Suzy starts school

An original story by Abiola Awojobi-
Johnson. Read by Claire Benedict.

Suzy is starting school for the first 
time and worried about what it might 
be like. Nana tells her a story about 
another little girl (Suzy’s mother) 
starting school and how a doll called 
Polly helped her...

CD1
Track 4

Voxpops: children tell us more about 
what it’s like starting school and give 
tips and advice.

CD1
Track 5

Reflection/prayer: thanking God for 
school and the opportunity to learn new 
things. Ensure everyone is listening 
carefully. Children can listen or join in 
with ‘Amen’ at the end if they wish to 
make the prayer their own.

CD1
Track 6

Song: ‘Back in school again’ (All about 
our school, no. 2). Encourage the 
children to join in with as much as they 
can.

Unit 1: New beginnings
1: The new school year

Themes: starting school and new beginnings 

Focus image: a school bag

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Talk together about the focus object. What 
might be in the bag? Why?

• What do you put in your school bag? Do you 
have new things at this time of year?

• Can you remember your very first day at 
school? How did you feel? (Or if you’re new 
at school, how do you feel?)

• Is anyone you know starting school for the 
first time? How could you help them?

School Radio  © BBC 2012www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio
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After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Why do you think the little girl in Nana’s 
story took her dolly, Polly, to school with 
her? Did you have anything special to take 
on your first day at school?

• Why do you think the little girl looked over 
at her doll every so often?

• Why do you think the little girl felt 
differently about her second day at school? 
Why didn’t she take Polly to school for the 
second week of school?

• Which of the things that the little girl did at 
school would you most like to do?

• What stories do you think Nana told Suzy 
about her jewellery and buttons that came 
out of the special box under the bed?

• Has anyone in your family got a special box 
like Suzy’s Nana? What’s in it? 

• Where do you think Suzy put Polly for her 
first day at school? Why?

Follow-up activities:

• Hold a special ‘welcome’ assembly for 
children (and teachers!) who are new to 
your school. For older pupils: make a booklet 
about your school, for children who’ve just 
started. Try to think of things that will most 
help them to feel welcome. For Reception 
pupils: make a class book about starting 
school - with lots of photos about the school 
routine and where things are, to help each 
other get used to being at school.

• Write a story about your first day at school, 
or about the new things that you’re excited 
about doing this school year.

• Make a list of things that have stayed the 
same / things that are different now that 
you’ve started school / changed class. Talk 
about the different emotions associated with 
each different statement.

• Talk to other people in your family about their 
experiences of starting school.

School Radio  © BBC 2012www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio
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Back in school again 

1. We’re here starting the year,
Everybody back from their holiday.

New, term, plenty learn,
Everyone together again.

Back in school again
Meeting all our friends

Here with all of our teachers
Everyone of us

Makes a difference
Let’s do the best that we can!

2. We’re all part of the school
Everyone is very important, so 
Who’s new? How do you do?

We’re so glad you’re joining us too.

Back in school again
Meeting all our friends

Here with all of our teachers
Everyone of us

Makes a difference
Let’s do the best that we can!

3. We’re here starting the year,
Everybody back from their holiday.

New, term, plenty learn,
Everyone together again.

© Mark and Helen Johnson: Out Of The Ark Music. 2002
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CD/
Track

Content

CD1
Track 7

Welcome and introduction: Ben 
talks to us about swimming and 
what he likes about it.

CD1
Track 8

Story: Walter the water vole

An original story by Tracey 
Hammett. Read by Stephen Hoyle.

Walter is a young water vole, who 
doesn’t like swimming. One day 
he meets Mr W Easil who offers to 
help him learn, but is not all that he 
seems...

CD1
Track 9

Feature: Ben is at the swimming 
pool. He talks to some children 
about learning to swim, trying 
something new and overcoming 
fears.

CD1
Track 10

Reflection: about the emotions 
associated with trying something 
new. Ensure everyone is listening 
carefully.

CD1
Track 11

Prayer: asking God to help us to 
be brave when trying new things. 
Children can listen or join in with 
‘Amen’ at the end if they wish to 
make the prayer their own. 

CD1
Track 12

Song: ‘While we live we learn’ (All 
about our school, no. 3). Encourage 
the children to join in with as much 
as they can.

2: Starting a new activity

Themes: trying something new, being brave and 
overcoming fears.

Focus image: swimming badges

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look together at the focus image. Have you 
got any of these, or any other awards? What 
did you have to do to get them?

• Think about how you felt the first time you 
went swimming, or to gymnastics. What were 
you nervous / excited about and why?

• Why is it important for people to learn how 
to swim? What things do people need to help 
them to learn to swim?

• If you can swim already, what’s your 
favourite thing about being in the water?

School Radio  © BBC 2012www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio
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After the programme:

Talk about the story:

• Why did Walter think up so many different 
things to keep himself at home? Have you 
ever done anything like this? What?

• Why might Walter have been worried about 
swimming?

• Why did Walter want to go and practise by 
himself?

• Did you guess who the long, thin creature, 
Mr W Easil was? What clues were there in 
the story? Do you think Walter had any 
idea? Why?

• Did Walter really need to worry about not 
being able to swim? 

• Do you think he worried the next time the 
Vole family went down to the river?

Follow-up activities:

• Make a class list of animals that can swim, 
or look together at a picture of a water vole. 
How are these different creatures specially 
designed for being in the water?

• Write instructions for Walter explaining how 
to swim. 

• Write a different version of the story of Walter 
the water vole – but about a different animal 
being scared to do something for the first 
time. Who might be the danger to them, 
as Mr W Easil is for Walter, or what might 
persuade them to do what should be perfectly 
natural for them?

• Draw ‘before’ and ‘after’ pictures showing 
feelings about doing something new, or make 
a class word wall of words describing feelings 
about doing something new. Use them to 
write sentences - e.g. ‘When I went...I felt...’

• Look at the words of the song from today’s 
programme. Does it help to think about 
new things as being an ‘adventure’? What 
‘adventures’ might there be during your time 
at school this year?

School Radio  © BBC 2012www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio
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While we live we learn 

1. While we live we learn, (while we live we learn,)
While we learn we grow, (while we learn we grow,)
And the more we grow, (and the more we grow,)
So the more we know, (so the more we know,)

And the more we know, (and the more we know,)
Then the readier we will be
For all life’s big adventures

And all life’s mysteries.
 

2. While we live we learn, (while we live we learn,)
While we learn we grow, (while we learn we grow,)
And the more we grow, (and the more we grow,)
So the more we know, (so the more we know,)

And the more we know, (and the more we know,)
Then the readier we will be
For all life’s big adventures

And all life’s mysteries.
For all life’s big adventures

And all life’s mysteries.

Actions: 

Learn: open book
Grow: stretch up in the air
Know: hand on head
 

© Judy MacKensie-Dunn.
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Unit 2: Lost and found
3: Lost!

Themes: lost and found.

Focus image: a lost property box

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• What things get into this box? How do things 
get lost at school? What should you do to 
prevent things from getting lost?

• Is there a difference between losing something 
precious and losing something you don’t really 
care about?

• Have you ever lost anything really precious, 
or been lost yourself? How did you feel? Tell a 
talking-partner your story.

CD/
Track

Content

CD1
Track 13

Introduction and welcome: Ben’s 
getting in a muddle announcing the 
programme today!

CD1
Track 14

Voxpops: children from St Mary’s 
Primary School in Manchester talk 
about what it’s like to lose something 
- how you feel and what you do.

CD1
Track 15

Story: The lost chick

An original story by Jan Payne. Read 
by Rachel Austin.

Hen has 12 chicks and loves nothing 
more than when they’re all safely 
tucked underneath her wings. One 
day, Boris goes missing and Hen has 
to embark on a journey to find him...

CD1
Track 16

Reflection: thinking about the 
times we have lost things and being 
thankful for those who keep us safe. 
Ensure everyone is listening carefully.

CD1
Track 17

Prayer: thanking God for those who 
love us and keep us safe. Children 
can listen or join in with ‘Amen’ at the 
end if they wish to make the prayer 
their own.

CD1
Track 18

Song: ‘Build up!’ (All about our 
school, no. 12). Encourage the 
children to join in with as much as 
they can.

School Radio  © BBC 2012www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio
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After the programme:

Talk about the story:

• Horse thought that Hen shouldn’t bother 
looking for Boris, as she had eleven other 
chicks. Do you agree with this?

• How do you think Boris came to be lost?
• Why didn’t Hen sleep very well the night that 

Boris was lost?
• How difficult might it be for Hen to be the 

mother of 12 children?! 
• Why did all the animals come to the party?
• What might have happened at the party?

Follow-up activities:

• Draw a picture of Hen and her twelve chicks. 
Show clearly which one is Boris. What names 
would you give to the other 11 chicks?

• As a class, imagine different versions of the 
story of how Boris got lost, and what he got 
up to with Dog.

• Jesus told some stories about things that got 
lost (a coin, a sheep, and a son). Find them 
in the Bible in Luke chapter 15 and read what 
happened. Are there any similarities between 
any of these stories and the story of The lost 
chick?

• Write a story about another animal who gets 
lost. What adventures might it have? How 
might it be found again?

School Radio  © BBC 2012www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio
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Build up

1. Every word you say, (wo-oh)
Every game you play, (wo-oh)

Every silly face, (wo-oh)
Every single place, (wo-oh)

You can build up, 
[spoken] 1,2,3,4,5!

Or you can tear down.

Build up one another,
Build up your sisters and brothers,

Build up one another,
Build up!

2. Every joke you tell, (wo-oh)
Every name you spell, (wo-oh)
Everywhere you go, (wo-oh)
Everyone you know, (wo-oh)

You can build up,
[spoken] 1,2,3,4,5!

You can build up, or you can tear down

Build up one another,
Build up your sisters and brothers,

Build up one another,
Build up!
Build up!
Build up!

© Stephen Fischbacher Fischy Music 2002
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CD/
Track

Content

CD1
Track 19

Introduction and welcome: Ben’s 
out and about in the countryside 
and finds he’s lost his map...or did 
somebody borrow it?

CD1
Track 20

Song: ‘Being a friend’ (All about 
our school, no. 8). Encourage the 
children to join in as much as they 
can.

CD1
Track 21

Story: The missing boy 

An adaptation by Tracey Hammett 
based on the story from the Bible. 
Read by Claire Benedict.

An old woman is reflecting on her 
memories of a particular journey to 
Jerusalem for Passover, and a very 
special boy who was lost...and found!

CD1
Track 22

Voxpops: children talk to us about 
‘losing’ a person and what you do if 
you fall out with friends.

CD1
Track 23

Reflection: on being friends and 
seeing things from the other person’s 
point of view. Ensure everyone is 
listening carefully.

CD1
Track 24

Prayer: asking God for his help to 
be good friends and see things from 
other people’s point of view. Children 
can listen or join in with ‘Amen’ at 
the end if they wish to make the 
prayer their own. 

4: Jesus lost in the temple

Themes: lost and found: getting on and falling 
out

Focus image: a map

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look at the maps. When do you need one of 
these? What happens if you don’t have one 
when you need it? Have you ever needed a 
map to find the right way? Share stories.

• Have you ever been on a really long journey? 
Where? Talk about the different emotions 
experienced before, during and after.

• Talk together about the different possible 
meanings of ‘losing’ something or someone.

• What other things can you lose? Can you 
‘lose’ people? How? [Talk together about 
the differences between physically ‘losing’ 
someone and losing a friend - i.e. ‘falling out’. 
There are aspects of both these definitions 
within the programme] 

School Radio  © BBC 2012www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio
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After the programme:

Talk about the story:
 
• Do you think the journey to Jerusalem was 

something that people looked forward to? 
Why?

• Do you think you would have enjoyed 
camping during the journey? What would you 
have enjoyed most / least?

• Talk about the emotions of different people 
during the story - e.g. the travellers at night 
time / arriving in Jerusalem / finding out 
Jesus is lost / searching for Jesus etc.

• Why do you think Jesus stayed in the temple 
rather than join his family? Why didn’t Mary 
and Joseph understand what Jesus meant 
when he said that he was in ‘his father’s 
house’?

• What do you think Jesus talked about in the 
temple?

• What do you think made the old woman who 
tells the story remember this journey more 
than others?

Follow-up activities:

• Look on a map to find out where Nazareth 
and Jerusalem are. If you can, find photos to 
show how different the places are to the UK. 
Talk together about what it might be like t 
travel by foot between the two places.

• The story of Jesus getting lost happened on 
the way to celebrate the Passover. [Read 
the story in Luke 2: 41ff] Find out about 
the Jewish festival of Passover, why it’s 
celebrated, and how it’s celebrated now and 
in the past. The Passover story can be found 
in the Old Testament, in Exodus 12. You 
could also find out what goes onto a Seder 
plate.

• Write your own story about your most 
memorable journey.

• Share experiences of falling out / making up 
/ getting on with friends or family. Use the 
advice you give each other to make some 
‘troubleshooting’ cards to display around the 
classroom to help each other get along.
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Being a friend 

1. Being a friend is the best thing you can be, 
‘Cos in the end friends are something we all need. 

You could score a goal for England, 
Be a pop star on TV, 
But being a friend 

Is still the best thing you can ever be. 

2. Being a friend id the best thing you can do,
Time and again it’s our friends that help us through.

You could be a millionaire,
Or fly a rocket to the moon,

But being a friend is still the best thing you can ever do.

[Middle eight:]

Whatever we grow up to be,
And live in harmony,

Together we all need to see
That friendship is the key!

3. Being a friend is the best thing you can be, 
‘Cos in the end friends are something we all need. 

You can score a goal for England, 
Be a pop star on TV, 
But being a friend 

Is still the best thing you can ever be. 

© Words Paul Field; music Dave Cooke. 2003
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CD/
Track

Content

CD1
Track 25

Welcome and introduction: Ben 
is visiting the village of Combs in 
Derbyshire.

CD1
Track 26

Feature: children from Combs 
Infants School welcome us to their 
village and school. They show Ben 
around and tell him about life in a 
rural community.

CD1
Track 27

Song: ‘Our school’ (All about our 
school, no. 9). Encourage the 
children to join in as much as they 
can.

CD1
Track 28

Story: Robin to the rescue! 

A story by Jan Payne based on the 
legend of Robin Hood’s picking rods. 
Read by Stephen Hoyle.

Robin Hood and his merry men live 
together in the forest. One day, 
they hear news that Marion has 
been captured and so Robin sets a 
challenge to his followers to decide 
who will go to rescue her...

CD1
Track 29

Reflection: about being a 
community and making others 
feel welcome. Ensure everyone is 
listening carefully.

CD1
Track 30

Prayer: asking God for help to be 
welcoming to anyone new and look 
after people around us. Children can 
listen or join in with ‘Amen’ at the 
end if they wish to make the prayer 
their own.

Unit 3: A village in Autumn
5: Welcome to our village

Themes: welcome to my village; relationships

Focus image: Combs village sign

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Find Combs on a map. Is it near or far away 
from where you live?

• Look together at the photos of Combs on 
the School Radio website (www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/b03g6vjq). How is Combs 
similar to / different from the place where 
you live? 

• Would you like to visit Combs? What might 
you enjoy doing there?

• Do you think the village has always looked 
like this? How might it have changed over the 
years?
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After the programme:

Talk about the story: 

• Why do you think Robin was the leader of 
the ‘merry men’? What made him a good 
leader?

• Who are the ‘goodies’ and ‘baddies’ in the 
Robin Hood stories?

• If you were Little John, what plan might 
you have had for rescuing Robin Hood and 
Marion?

• What do you think happened at the castle 
after Robin and Marion had escaped?

• What other stories do you know about 
Robin Hood and his merry men?

• Do you think this is a true story? Why?

Follow-up activities:

• As a class, list the similarities / differences 
between a school like the one in Combs and 
your own school. What makes them similar / 
different? What do you like more about your 
school / would you like about Combs school?

• Look at the words of the song ‘Our school’. 
Can you make up some new lines that start 
‘In our school, we...’?

• Look at the photograph of Robin Hood’s 
picking rods on the School Radio website, 
as mentioned in the story. Do you think the 
story is true? Are there ‘legends’ like this 
about anywhere near where you live?

• Draw pictures of Robin and his merry men 
from your favourite part of the story and 
write speech bubbles to show what they’re 
saying to each other.

• Make ‘web’ diagrams showing the different 
ways in which you ‘belong’ to your school / 
the place where you live.
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Our school 

1. In our school
We work together,
Yes, in our school

We try to help each other
Make our school

A happy place to be.
 

2. In our school
We think of others,
Yes, in our school

We try to help each other
Make our school

A happy place to be.

3. In our school
We make good friends,

Yes, in our school
We try to help each other

Make our school
A happy place to be.

4. In our school
We work together,
Yes, in our school

We try to help each other
Make our school

A happy place to be.
In our school

A happy place to be!

© Kate Walker.
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CD/
Track

Content

CD2
Track 1

Welcome and introduction: Ben is 
again in Combs, Derbyshire - and today 
he pays a visit to a farm. 

CD2
Track 2

Song: ‘All together as a family’ (All 
about our school, no. 15). Encourage 
children to join in as much as they can. 

CD2
Track 3

Feature: we join Ben visiting a farm in 
Combs and the children who live there 
show us what life is like for them.

CD2
Track 4

Story: The Yi-normous Yam

An original story by Abiola Awojobi-
Johnson. Read by Claire Benedict.

Kemi is looking forward to the village 
yam festival, but there’s a problem – 
no-one can pull up their prize yam! 
Working together solves the problem...

CD2
Track 5

Reflection: about being part of a 
family and working together to get 
things done. Ensure everyone is 
listening carefully.

CD2
Track 6

Prayer: thanking God for our families.
Children can listen or join in with 
‘Amen’ at the end if they wish to make 
the prayer their own.

6: Working together on the farm

Themes: Life on a farm and harvest time

Focus image: yams 

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Talk together about things that can be grown 
on farms in the UK, or the sorts of vegetables 
that children grow maybe at home or on an 
allotment.

• Look together at the picture of the yam. Does 
anyone know what sort of vegetable it is? 
Where does it grow?

• Find Nigeria on a map and maybe find some 
pictures to show children what Nigeria is like. 
How is it different to where you live?
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After the programme:

Talk about the story:

• How do you think everyone felt about the 
yam harvest celebrations?

• This story is like another story that you 
might know. What is it? (The Enormous 
Turnip)

• There are some rhyming words in this 
story. Make a list of who rhymes with what.

• What do you think ‘Fa fa!’ means?
• Who made the biggest contribution to the 

pulling up of the yam? How?
• Why do you think the yam harvest was 

such an important time for the people of 
Kemi’s village?

• Which of the yam recipes would you most 
like to eat? Boiled? Mashed? Chips?

Follow-up activities:

• Talk about the different things that children 
have found out about living and working 
on a farm. Which things would they like / 
dislike to do?

• Kemi’s village were celebrating the yam 
harvest. How do people celebrate the 
harvest in other parts of the world, 
including your school / the UK? Why is 
harvest such an important time for many 
people?

• Look at some familiar foods (or raid the 
empty packets / boxes from your recycled 
modelling boxes) and find out where the 
different ingredients are grown. 

• Buy some yams and create some of the 
different recipes from the story – or maybe 
even soup – for children to taste. Vote on 
the class’s favourite.

• In Literacy, write the steps in a yam recipe 
(non-fiction writing), or if you have a school 
garden, use any vegetables that are ready 
for harvesting to make (then write about) a 
harvest vegetable soup.

• Act out the story of the Yi-Normous Yam in 
drama.

• Write a Harvest prayer of thanks for your 
favourite foods.
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All together as a family

1. Some can dance and some can sing,
Some can fiddle on the violin.

Some can bat and some can bowl,
Some can tackle and score a goal.
Some can paint and some can sew,

Some can juggle and some can throw, some can throw, some can throw.
All that we can do or be
All together as a family.
All together as a family.
All together as a family.
All together as a family.

2. Some can run and some can swim,
Some do somersaults in the gym.

Some can ride or climb a tree,
Some are good at technology.

Some can teach and some can guide,
Some get everybody organised, organised, organised.

All that we can do or be
All together as a family.
All together as a family.

One for all and all for one
All together we get things done, 

We get things done, 
All that we can do or be…

[spoken] 
One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight!

All together as a family.

© Words, Judy MacKensie – Dunn. Music Dave Cooke
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CD/
Track

Content

CD2
Track 7

Welcome and introduction: Ben 
is in Combs, Derbyshire again - and 
during the programme today he’ll be 
finding out about Remembrance Day 
in the village.

CD2
Track 9

Song: ‘God is watching over you’ (All 
about our school, no. 7). Encourage 
children to join in as much as they 
can.

CD2
Track 10

Voxpops: children from Combs 
Infant School talk about how 
Remembrance Day is commemorated 
in Combs.

CD2
Track 11

Story: What’s the point of poppies?

An original story by Abiola Awojobi-
Johnson. Read by Rachel Austin.

Emily Higgins asks LOTS of questions 
– and her mum often finds them 
hard to answer! One day, while 
visiting the shop, Emily notices the 
poppy that someone is wearing 
and asks another of her questions. 
Fortunately, Great-Grandad can help 
her with the answer...

CD2
Track 11

Reflection: remembering those who 
have fought for the freedoms that 
we enjoy today. Ensure everyone is 
listening carefully.

CD2
Track 12

Prayer: thanking God for the chance 
to remember those who fight for 
freedom. Children can listen or join 
in with ‘Amen’ at the end if they wish 
to make the prayer their own.

7. Remembrance

Themes: Remembrance Day

Focus image: a war memorial with poppy 
wreaths on it

Click on the image to dispaly a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look together at the focus image. What is 
it? What is it for?

• What do you already know about 
Remembrance Day? Why is it important to 
remember?

• What other special occasions involve 
‘remembering’? 

• How do you remember things that are 
important to you?
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After the programme:

Talk about the story:

• Emily Higgins liked to ask lots of questions. 
What questions do you like to ask?

• Who in your family is the best person to ask 
questions and why?

• Why do you think Emily’s Great-Grandad 
often forgot things?

• Emily asked lots of questions about poppies. 
Would you have been able to answer her 
questions?

• Why did Great-Grandad wait until Emily’s 
mum had gone out of the room before he 
answered her questions?

• When Great-Grandad had finished talking 
about the War, why do you think Emily had 
suddenly run out of questions?

Follow-up activities:

• Find out how Remembrance Day is 
commemorated in the place where you live. 
Are the events similar to what happens in 
Combs?

• Were any members of your family involved 
in war? Sensitively share stories together, or 
ask family members to visit and share their 
own experiences. [Make sure you brief them 
carefully first.]

• Find out some more about the charities that 
‘poppy’ money goes towards supporting.

• Look at pictures of the poppy fields in 
Flanders. Use art materials to recreate either 
a class poppy field, or individual poppy field 
pictures. Display with the words ‘We will 
remember them’.

• Look at pictures of the Queen attending the 
Remembrance Day service and talk about 
why certain things are done.
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God is watching over you (from Psalm 121)

1. God is watching over you,
When you lay down to sleep,
When you wake he will keep
Always watching over you,

Now and forever more.

2. God is watching over you,
When you lay down to sleep,
When you wake he will keep
Always watching over you,

Now and forever more.
Now and forever more.

© Paul Field. Daybreak Music used with permission.
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8: The snow is coming

Themes: Getting ready for winter

Focus image: a winter woodland scene

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• This programme, as with several this 
term, comes from the village of Combs 
in Derbyshire. Recap together what you 
remember about the place and how it’s 
different from / similar to the place where 
you live.

• Talk together about how the seasons change 
during the year. Which do you look forward to 
the most and why?

• Look together at the winter scene. How do 
you feel when you look at it? What things do 
you need to do to prepare for winter where 
you live?

• What types of creatures would live in this 
habitat? How might they need to prepare for 
winter?

CD/
Track

Content

CD2
Track 13

Welcome and introduction: Ben 
is again in Combs in Derbyshire -  
finding out about how people get 
ready for winter.

CD2
Track 14

Song: ‘He’s got the whole world 
in his hands’ (Come and praise, 
Beginning, no 19). Encourage 
children to join in as much as they 
can. 

CD2
Track 15

Feature: Ben talks to some 
children from the village of Combs 
and finds out how they prepare 
for winter and take care of their 
animals when it gets cold.

CD2
Track 16

Story: The snow is coming

An original story by Nicky 
Grischotti. Read by Rachel Austin.

The woodland animals are 
preparing for winter, but all that 
the woodland children can think 
about is playing. When the snow 
comes the children discover that 
there’s a very good reason their 
parents have been so busy...

CD2
Track 17

Reflection: thinking about the 
things we need to do to prepare 
for winter. Ensure everyone is 
listening carefully.

CD2
Track 18

Prayer: thanking God for the 
changing seasons. Children can 
listen or join in with ‘Amen’ at 
the end if they wish to make the 
prayer their own.
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After the programme:

Talk about the story:

• List all the different woodland animals in 
the story and find pictures of any you’re not 
familiar with.

• If you were a character in the story, who 
would you like to be and why?

• Which of the woodland children do you think 
had the most fun and why? What would you 
like to have done if you were playing with 
them?

• Why weren’t the children helping their 
parents prepare for winter? Do you help at 
home? How?

• How did the woodland creatures help each 
other?

• Do you think the next winter was any 
different? How?

Follow-up activities:

• Find out about the different animals in 
the story and how they hibernate. Make 
information texts as a class about these 
different animals. Also find out about 
creatures that stay around in winter and 
might visit your school.

• Make winter-time bird feeders using nuts, 
seeds, fat and yogurt pots, or make fat balls. 
Suspend them from tree branches and keep 
records of birds that visit over the winter. You 
could also create a class identification chart 
to help children spot different types of birds 
more easily.

• Think together about things that you could 
do as a school community to help look out for 
others during winter - e.g. collect tins of food 
for your local shelter for the homeless. 

• Write the story of how the woodland animals 
prepared for winter the next year.

• If you have them, look at photos of your 
school during the different seasons. How 
do things change at school – inside and 
outside? Use these to make lists of different 
things that need to be done at different 
times to ‘look after’ your school environment, 
including any wildlife that may visit.
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Unit 4: Christmas
9: The three kings

Themes: getting ready for Christmas; having 
‘goals’ to aim for.

Focus image: a Christmas present

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Look together at the present. Buying 
presents is one way in which people get 
ready for Christmas. List as many others as 
you can as a class.

• Today’s story focuses on the journey of the 
three kings following the ‘star of stars’. They 
brought gifts for the ‘King of Kings’, which is 
why people give presents at Christmas. Can 
children remember what those gifts were?

• Talk together about giving and receiving gifts. 
Which do the children think is better and 
why?

CD/
Track

Content

CD2
Track 19

Welcome and introduction: Ben 
is practicing playing ‘Jingle Bells’ 
on the glockenspiel so that he can 
have a sing-along with his family 
at Christmas.

CD2
Track 20

Voxpops: children tell us 
about how they’re preparing for 
Christmas, including how to save 
money and think about giving 
rather than receiving.

CD2
Track 21

Story: The Three Wise Men.

A story by Nicky Grischotti based 
on the account from the Bible. 
Read by Stephen Hoyle.

Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar 
and their fathers before them, 
have been waiting for the star of 
stars to appear for as long as they 
can remember, signalling the birth 
of the King of Kings. And then one 
day, the star appears, and the 
aim of their lives might finally be 
realised...

CD2
Track 22

Reflection: thinking about the 
things we need to do to achieve 
our goals. Ensure everyone is 
listening carefully.

CD2
Track 23

Prayer: asking God to help us 
be patient and determined when 
working towards our goals. 
Children can listen or join in with 
‘Amen’ at the end if they wish to 
make the prayer their own.

CD2
Track 24

Song: ‘Chain of love’ (All about 
our school, no. 14). Encourage the 
children to join in with as much as 
they can.
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After the programme:

Talk about the story:

• The princes talk about the ‘Star of stars’ and 
the ‘King of Kings’. What and who do you 
think they are talking about?

• Why do you think the three young princes 
became friends?

• The three young princes in the story made 
plans with each other to one day follow the 
‘Star of stars’ to the ‘King of Kings’. Are there 
plans that you make with your friends for 
the future – even if it’s only what you’ll play 
together at the next playtime?! 

• How do you think the three wise men felt 
when they spotted the star of stars? How do 
you think they knew it was the star they had 
been waiting all their lives for?

• What do you think they felt when the star led 
them past the fine palaces?

• Do you think that the three wise men ever 
felt like giving up as they travelled? What 
might’ve made them feel this way? 

• How do you think the three wise men 
recognised the baby as the King of Kings?

Follow-up activities:

• Make maps (in the sand like the three young 
princes did if you like!) showing the journey 
following the star of stars.

• The wise men brought strange gifts for a 
baby – gold, frankincense and myrrh. Find 
out why each gift was chosen (there’s a clue 
in the Christmas carol ‘We three kings of 
orient are’!)

• Set some class targets to aim for. Talk 
together about what needs to be done to 
achieve these targets.

• During the programme the children think 
about preparing for Christmas. Think of some 
ideas for presents that don’t cost a lot of 
money, but mean a lot, such as vouchers for 
doing chores around the house, or making 
gifts for people. Encourage children to think 
as creatively as possible. 

• Draw pictures or make a class collage of the 
three wise men and their gifts, based on 
what is heard in the story.
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Chain of love

1. For the children of tomorrow
We’ve got to make it a better place,
Fill the world with love and laughter,

Make a fresh start for the human race.

Chain of love, chain of love,
Circle the world with a chain of love,

Chain of love, chain of love,
Circle the world with a chain of love.

2. No more was and no more hunger
No more jealousy and hate,

Say goodbye to greed and sadness,
Make a change now or it will be too late.

Chain of love, chain of love,
Circle the world with a chain of love,

Chain of love, chain of love,
Circle the world with a chain of love.

Circle the world, circle the world,
Circle the world, circle the world.

3. Doesn’t matter where you come from
Doesn’t matter where you’ve been,
Different race or creed or colour,

We are the same underneath our skin.

Chain of love, chain of love,
Circle the world with a chain of love,

Chain of love, chain of love,
Circle the world with a chain of love.
Circle the world with a chain of love.

© words The Priory CE Primary School, Merton; music Soo Beer 2003
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10: The first Christmas tree

Themes: the Christmas tree.

Focus image: a decorated Christmas tree

Click on the image to display a larger version

Before the programme:

• Talk together about the picture of the 
Christmas tree. Who puts their tree up and 
when? How does it feel to see a Christmas 
tree decorated?

• Share stories of family traditions of 
decorating the tree as a way of preparing for 
Christmas. 

• What sort of tree is it that people have in 
their homes at Christmas time? What is 
meant by an ‘evergreen’ tree?

CD/
Track

Content

CD2
Track 25

Welcome and introduction: 
Ben, and some children tell us 
about the things they do to 
prepare for Christmas.

CD2
Track 26

Story: The little fir tree.

An original story by story by Jan 
Payne. Read by Stephen Hoyle.

Tom and Kitty love all the different 
trees in their garden, but when 
it’s winter, they think the trees 
look sad and bare. However, one 
tree in their garden still has leaves 
on it, so one day, they decide to 
make it look even  more beautiful, 
just in time for Christmas...

CD2
Track 27

Voxpops: children talk about 
how they decorate their houses at 
Christmas.

CD2
Track 28

Reflection: thinking about the 
things we do to prepare for 
Christmas and make it a special 
time for our families. Ensure 
everyone is listening carefully.

CD2
Track 29

Prayer: thanking  God for our 
family and friends who help make 
Christmas such a special time. 
Children can listen or join in with 
‘Amen’ at the end if they wish to 
make the prayer their own.

CD2
Track 30

Song: ‘Mary had a baby’ (Come 
and praise, no 123). Encourage 
the children to join in with as 
much as they can.
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After the programme:

Talk about the story:

• Which time of year in their garden do you 
think was Tom and Kitty’s favourite?

• Tom and Kitty thought that there was 
something wrong with the trees in winter. 
Why do some trees have no leaves during 
winter?

• Talk about how Kitty and Tom felt at different 
points in the story - e.g. when the trees bore 
fruit, or were covered in blossom, and when 
they were bare, when they put the fir tree 
back in the garden etc.

• How would you have decorated the little fir 
tree?

• What do you think Santa Claus liked best 
about Tom and Kitty’s little fir tree?

Follow-up activities:

• Find some pictures of Queen Victoria and 
the Royal Family with their Christmas tree. 
Compare the picture with how your tree is 
decorated, and find other things that are 
different / similar.

• Make pictures of bare winter trees on a blue 
background, by painting tree trunks with 
thin brown paint (or black if you prefer a 
silhouette), finishing with a little ‘puddle’ 
at the top. Using straws (one per child for 
hygiene reasons!), ‘blow’ the paint away from 
the trunk to make branches. When dry, add 
glitter to make frost. Display in the classroom 
(and you could turn them into spring pictures 
early next term by adding tissue paper 
blossom!)

• Cut out Christmas tree shapes from green 
paper and use collage bits to decorate them.

• Think of some things that you could do this 
Christmas time that would make it extra 
special for the people in your family. Make 
a ‘promise ‘ card for your family, promising 
one thing that you’ll do for someone else this 
Christmas time.
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