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ANIMAL TALES. 5: THE HARE AND THE TORTOISE

MUSIC SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT THEME MUSIC

BEN Hello everyone. I’ve been having a bit of a sort out at home this week and 
I’ve found lots of my storybooks  that I had as a child. I’ve always loved 
reading and the stories I particularly enjoyed when I was young were animal 
stories. 

 Some of the best ones were fables. A fable is a story with a message or one 
that teaches us a lesson. Over 2,500 years ago, in Ancient Greece, there  
was a man called Aesop and he became famous for the fables that he wrote. 
Because it was so very long ago, no one really knows who the real Aesop 
actually was – where he came from or what he looked like.

 
 In Aesop’s Fables the animals talk and act like people but they keep their 

animal characteristics. Lions are fierce, foxes are crafty and cunning, ants 
are hardworking and in today’s story a tortoise that moves very slowly and a 
bouncy, fast hare.

STORY THE HARE AND THE TORTOISE

BEN Slow and steady wins the race. That’s the moral of the story. The tortoise 
tried very hard. He showed determination and perseverance and it paid off.

   
 Poor Hare, perhaps you felt sorry for him at the end? But he was a bit of a 

show off wasn’t he?

 Life is a little bit like a challenging race sometimes. A marathon though, not 
a sprint. It’s not always easy to keep to your goals, to give one hundred per 
cent to everything you do, to believe in yourself so that you get better at 
things.

   
 At school, you might try really hard and persevere at reading or writing 
 or numeracy, music or sport. You might try to be more helpful or caring 
 or a better friend. All of these things take hard work and determination. 
 But without them, you won’t get better. That’s what today’s song is all 
 about. It’s number eleven in All about our school. Number eleven. 
 ‘Got a bit better’. Join in with all that you can!
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SONG ‘GOT A BIT BETTER’ - ALL ABOUT OUR SCHOOL, NO. 11

BEN Some of our listeners have been trying really hard to get better. Lis-
ten what they have to say about the importance of not giving up.

VOXPOPS CHILDREN TALKING ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF NOT GIVING  
UP

BEN Time to be still with your own thoughts now as we think about what  
we’ve heard today...

 We heard the story of The Hare and the Tortoise. How the Tortoise  
tried so hard and persevered to beat the Hare in their race. No one 

 believed he could...but he believed in himself...

 We’ve heard what some of our listeners have been trying really hard 
to get better at.

  
 Think of a time when you’ve done that…
  
 What are you better at now than you used to be? Is there something 

that still needs your hard work and perseverance?

 If that can be challenging for us, let’s think about those children in 
the world for whom Life is difficult every day. Those without proper 
homes, those without fresh water, those without enough food to eat, 
those growing up in countries with conflict.

CHILD Dear God
 Please help me to persevere when Life gets hard.
 Please give me strength to overcome its challenges.
 Please help me to try my best at everything I do.
 Amen.

BEN Next time, we’ll hear another Aesop’s Fable with a different animal  
character and a different moral. Until then, bye bye.
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