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Introduction: 
 
Welcome to Music Box for the Summer term 2006. There are two separate 
units of four programmes this term – Kutu and the Story Tree and Butterfly 
and Bee. 
 
During the programmes the children are encouraged to listen purposefully 
and carefully and to begin to recognise and describe musical features. An 
important part of this experience is the children joining in and making 
music which involves different musical elements. 
 
Songs and poems each week focus on different musical elements and 
introduce the language to help the children describe the sounds they make 
and hear. 
 
Links with other School Radio music programmes: 
 
Music Box is an introduction to the other music series from School Radio – 
The Song Tree, Time and Tune and Music Workshop. The songs and games 
- together with the follow-up activities - introduce the skills and concepts 
leading towards Key Stage 1 and the curriculum documents for Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. The lively informal approach encourages interaction 
with enjoyment 
 
Using the programmes and these Teacher’s Notes: 
 
Programmes are available to order (for UK schools and other academic 
institutions only) on pre-recorded cassettes and CDs. Further information is 
available at this page of the School Radio website: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml 
 
Programmes are also available as audio on demand from the School Radio 
website for 7 days following transmission (check the contents table above 
for dates). 
 
The audio on demand is a reliable service – especially on broadband - that 
allows you to listen to the programme ‘streamed’ over the internet. This 
means that you can play the programme to your class either: 

 direct from a computer 
 from a hifi by connecting the output of the computer into a suitable 

input on the amplifier (which offers enhanced sound quality) 
 by connecting the computer to an interactive white-board 

 
To listen to the audio files you will need to have installed ‘Realplayer’ on 
your computer. This commonly-used software is easy to download from the 
internet if you do not already have it. There are instructions on how to do 
so at the BBC School Radio website: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/howtoorder.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/help.shtml


 

4 

 
Using the audio on demand service is just as flexible as using a pre-
recorded cassette or CD of the programmes. You are able to pause the 
programme whenever you wish and also scroll forwards and backwards 
through a programme to locate other sections or to listen to sections again. 
 
Before the programme: 
 
It is important that the children are sitting comfortably where they can hear 
the programme clearly. Place the sound source at the children’s ear height, 
with the volume at a comfortable listening level. If it is too quiet they will 
become restless and find it difficult to join in. They need space for arm and 
hand actions and preferably enough room to stand up to make larger whole 
body actions on some occasions. 
 
Have any additional resources ready (see the ‘You will need’ section for 
each programme). Before a session try to focus the children’s attention by 
talking with them about the previous session, playing a game or singing 
one of their favourite songs or rhymes. 
 
During the programme: 
 
Join in with all the activities to encourage the children to do the same. 
Some of the songs this term have traditional tunes that may be familiar and 
some songs are brand new. All of the songs are sung at a pitch that should 
be comfortable for you and the children: not too high and not too low. So, 
even if you are a little unsure of your own singing voice, have a go. Watch 
out for the timid or anxious child who may need extra encouragement, or 
the very enthusiastic child who may need a little quietening. 
 
If your group finds the programmes too long at first, split each one into 
sections to use at different times, or concentrate on one or two activities. 
By returning to the same programme several times, the children will gain 
confidence and develop memory and listening skills as well as begin to 
enjoy the familiarity of the material. 
 
After the programme: 
 
Go over any new concepts or skills by replaying the programme; use them 
as a starting point for follow-up work. Share the new songs and games with 
other children and their parents from time to time. 
 
Music activities and singing with young children: 
 
Music making of all kinds should be enjoyable and fun. The important part 
is joining in freely without anxiety. Young children enjoy music but they will 
not all respond in the same way. Some children are more confident than 
others; some may prefer to listen than to do, especially at first. Let them 
feel comfortable listening, encourage them and they will join in when they 
are ready. Many of the songs include actions which the children should be 
encouraged to join in with: lead by example. 
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By joining in, the children will become aware of the pulse (the beat) of the 
song. Clapping and slapping in time is an excellent way to enjoy the songs 
while developing the motor control required to play instruments. 
 
A range of different types of songs have been chosen: some with finger 
play, some with mime, some with questions and answers and both happy 
and sad songs. 
 
Singing in tune is difficult for most children of this age; it comes with 
practice and maturity. Singing with confidence and enjoyment is the first 
step. There are plenty of opportunities within the programmes to make 
vocal sounds other than singing (speaking, whispering, animal and human 
sounds and those of the environment). 
 
Setting up a music corner: 
 
If possible, set up an area where the children can begin to explore some of 
the ideas from the programmes in their own time. They can work on their 
own, in pairs or in small groups. The music corner provides an opportunity 
for the children to learn to handle instruments confidently and with respect 
and to develop social and coordination skills. It is useful to have an adult 
helper at hand to start the children off on an activity and to guide it if 
necessary. 
 
The instruments can be stood on a table, shelf or trolley. Change them 
regularly to keep the area ‘fresh’. Choose the sound makers according to 
the activity you would like to develop. The follow-up ideas at the end of 
each programme give some suggestions. 
 
Organising the music corner: 
 
Any instruments, bought, made or found, have a place in the music corner. 
The only criterion for inclusion is ‘does it make a useful sound?’ Build up a 
collection to include instruments from each of the categories below. 
 
Tuned percussion 
A set of chime bars, a xylophone (wooden bars), a glockenspiel or 
metallophone (metal bars) with a range of rubber, metal, felt and wooden 
beaters. One good quality instrument (or a few good quality chime bars) is 
far more useful than many poor quality instruments. 
Non-pitched percussion 
Banging instruments: drums, tambourines, bongos, biscuit tins, claves or 
sticks. wood blocks 
Shaking instruments 
Bells, maracas, tambourines, filled plastic bottles, sealed cardboard tubes 
with rice or dried peas inside 
Plucking instruments 
Elastic bands or string stretched over different-sized boxes 
Blowing instruments 
Whistles, recorders, party blowers, pipes, tubes, bottles 
Scraping and rubbing instruments 
Guiros, resi-resi, sandpaper blocks, corrugated cardboard, washboard
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At a glance planning 
 
Programme Objectives Songs 

 
Unit 1: Kutu and the Story 
Tree 
 

  

1: The Rajah’s secret Joining in quietly 
Listening to and becoming 
familiar with the sound of 
the tabla and sitar 
Joining in singing the English 
chorus to a Gujarati song 
 

Kutu and the Story Tree 
Ek huto Rajah 

2: Anansi and the tug-o-war Contrasting heavy slow 
music with fast music 
Listening to and becoming 
familiar with the sound of 
the marimba and congas  
Singing a question and 
answer song 
 

Kutu and the Story Tree 
Ek huto Rajah 
Dumplins 

3: Wu and the Dragon Joining in at the right time 
Listening to a Chinese gong 
Using vocal sound effects 
Learning an echo song 
 

Kutu and the Story Tree 
Dumplins 
Yellow Dragon 

4: Tiddalik Using sounds to create 
movement 
Identifying a clapstick and a 
harmonica and a didgeridoo 
Listening to a narrative song 
and joining in the chorus 
 

Kutu and the Story Tree  
Ek huto Rajah 
Dumplins 
Yellow Dragon 
Tiddalik 

Unit two: Butterfly and Bee 
 

  

5: In the city Fast and slow sounds 
Loud and quiet sounds 
City sounds 
 

In the city 

6: Shopping around Loud and quiet sounds 
Listening and copying 
Listening and remembering 
 

In the city 
Pet shop 
 

7: Travelling by train Joining in at the right time 
Making vocal ostinato 
Recognising sounds 
 

Down at the station 
At the seaside 

8: At the seaside Listening to seaside sounds 
Singing gently and quietly 
Fast and slow 
 

Seaside morning 
At the seaside 
Lovely summer’s day 
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Curriculum planning: 
 
Stepping stones Programme 

 
Build a repertoire of songs All programmes 

 
Explore sounds of different 
instruments 
 

#1 Sitar and tabla; #2 Marimba and congas; #3 Pipa and 
sheng; #4 clapsticks and didgeridoo 

Begin to move rhythmically All programmes 
 

Recognise and explore how 
sounds can be changed 
 

#3 using fingers and hands to make different storm sounds 
 

Sing simple songs from 
memory 
 

All programmes 

Recognise repeated sounds 
and patterns 
 

#1 –4 remembering the tune and actions  
 

Match movements to music All programmes 
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Unit 1: Kutu and the Story Tree 

 
 
1. The Rajah’s secret 
 
Programme objectives: 
 
Joining in quietly / Listening to and becoming familiar with the sound of the tabla 
and sitar / Joining in dinging the English chorus to a Gujarati song 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Make sure that the children are familiar with the parts of a tree – the roots, the 
trunk and the branches. Also check that they know how a bud opens to become a 
flower. You may like to play a game pretending that your closed fist a flower. 
Practise opening the ‘petals’ as you open your hand. 
 
Programme 1 content: 
 
Time Content Notes 

 
0’00” Introduction by the Story Tree and calling 

Kutu  
Encourage the children to 
listen first then join in 
with calling Kutu 
 

1’30” Learning ‘Kutu and the Story Tree’ song 
 

 

2’30” Learning the actions for the song Model the actions to 
encourage the children to 
join in 
 

4’09” The story: The Rajah’s secret Pause the recording of 
the programme and help 
the children settle down 
to listen and join in the 
actions when they come. 
Listen out the for sitar 
and tabla 
 

12’00” Listening to the song ‘Ek huto Rajah’ 
 

 

12’48” Joining in with ‘Shout hurray!’ 
 

Join in singing the chorus 

13’56” Singing the whole song ‘Ek huto Raja’ with 
Kutu and the Story Tree 

Come back to the end of 
the programme as many 
times as you need to 
learn the song thoroughly 
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Follow-up ideas: 
 

 Make a Story Tree with branches and hang pictures of your favourite 
stories on the branches 

 Choose a sound or a group of sounds for each story (it could be a simple 
body sound like clapping or a musical instrument sound like a tambourine) 

 Choose a child to point to the different stories on the branches one at a 
time and the child or children with the sounds for the story play them 

 Practise singing the Story Tree song (it fits to the tune of ‘Here we go 
round the Mulberry bush’) together. It has a very limited range of notes so 
you can start on any note 

 Sing ‘Ek Huto Rajah’ right through singing all of the words. Sing it loudly 
and sing it quietly 

 Look at pictures of the tabla and the sitar (see Resources below). Talk 
together about how the sound is made on the instrument. Do you need to 
bang it? Shake it? Pluck it? Or blow it? 

 
Resources: 
 
SONGS 
‘Kutu and the Story Tree’ by Sue Nicholls  
‘Ek huto Rajah’ is from the book The Singing Sack: 28 Song-stories From Around 
The World by Helen East, published by A&C Black, 2000 ISBN 9780713658057 
 
IMAGES 
Sitar: 
http://www.iitalumnicanada.org/Docs02/16%20Sitar%20Recital%20by%20Anwar.jpg 

 
Tabla: 
http://www.sensoundmusic.com/photos/Dimond-Tabla-large.jpg 
 
 
 
 
2: Anansi and the tug-o-war 
 
Programme objectives: 
 
Contrasting heavy slow music with fast music / Listening to and becoming 
familiar with the sound of the marimba and congas / Singing a question and 
answer song 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Look at a globe and find the Caribbean. If any children in your class have family 
connections with the Caribbean use this opportunity to let them tell you about 
their family / friends.  
 
Talk about a tug of war and either arrange your own simple version in the 
classroom or explain how it works. 

 

http://www.iitalumnicanada.org/Docs02/16%20Sitar%20Recital%20by%20Anwar.jpg
http://www.sensoundmusic.com/photos/Dimond-Tabla-large.jpg
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Programme content: 
 
Time Content Notes 

 
0’00” Introduction by the Story Tree and calling 

Kutu  
Encourage the children to 
join in Kutu’s two note 
flute call 
 

0’53” Revising ‘Ek huto Rajah’ Try to sing the whole 
song 
 

1’54” Singing the Story Tree song to open up the 
story bud 

Model the actions as 
before to remind the 
children 
 

2’20” Listening to the sound that the story bud 
makes as it opens 

This tune is played on the 
marimba (a giant 
xylophone) and the 
congas (tall drums) 
 

4’16” The story: Anansi and the tug-o-war. A story 
from Jamaica  

Walking hands on knees 
like elephant. 
Making hands into an 
elephant’s trunk or a 
spider 
 

7’46” Swaying along with alligator’s music Help the children to stop 
swaying at the end of the 
music 
 

10’13” Learning ‘Dumplin’ song  We only sing verses one 
and two here – add as 
many more as you like! 
 

12’20” The end of the tug-o-war story 
 

 

13’00” Recap of the sound of the marimba and the 
congas 

Relate the sound of these 
instruments to a picture. 
There are links to online 
images in the Resource 
section below 
 

13’15” Singing some more Dumplins Encourage the children to 
join in the refrain. Revisit 
the song so the children 
can sing the rest of the 
song too. 
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Follow-up ideas: 
 

 Sing all the songs from today’s programme for enjoyment. Add as many 
verses as you like to the ‘Dumplin’ song 

 Try your own tug-o-wars 
 Relate the picture of a marimba to its sound and talk about its size 
 The congas are a kind of drum. Collect pictures of other drums and talk 

about the different ways they can be played (with hands, with fingers, 
with hard sticks, with soft sticks, with brushes) 

 Listen to some more music from the Caribbean 
 
Resources: 
 
SONGS 
‘Kutu and the Story Tree’ by Sue Nicholls  
‘Dumplins’ from Mango Spice 44 Caribbean Songs (Classroom Music) Yvonne 
Connolly (Editor) Published by A & C Black ISBN: 071366097X 
 
IMAGES: 
Marimba: 
http://www.zebracrossingcanada.com/images/marimba.jpg 
 
Congas: 
http://www.singbergschule-woelfersheim.de/seiten/Bilder/Musikkl/melbach_congas.jpg 
 
 
 
 
3: Wu and the Yellow Dragon 
 
Programme objectives: 
 
Joining in at the right time / Listening to a Chinese gong / Using vocal sound 
effects / Learning an echo song 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Find China on a map or globe and explain the children that the country is a very 
long way away. Look at some pictures of Dragons and ask them if they think that 
dragons really exist or are just make-believe creatures. 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books-uk&field-author=Conolly%2C%20Yvonne/202-5890224-4503859
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books-uk&field-author=Conolly%2C%20Yvonne/202-5890224-4503859
http://www.zebracrossingcanada.com/images/marimba.jpg
http://www.singbergschule-woelfersheim.de/seiten/Bilder/Musikkl/melbach_congas.jpg
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Programme content: 
 
Time Content Notes for the teacher 

 
0’00” Introduction by the Story Tree and calling 

Kutu  
Encourage the children to 
join in Kutu’s two note 
flute call 
 

0’42”  Singing ‘Dumplins’ for enjoyment We sing two verses 
 

1’57” Singing and doing the actions for ‘Kutu and 
the Story Tree’ 

The songs today are 
accompanied by Chinese 
instruments (see 
Resources below) 
 

2’30” A yellow flower opens on the Story Tree The music is played on a 
Sheng – a Chinese 
blowing instrument - 
followed by a Chinese 
Wind Gong 
 

3’30 The story: Wu and the Yellow Dragon Joining in tapping hands 
together like the horses 
hooves 
Making storm music:  
- tapping fingers on the 
floor for rain 
- clapping hands for 
lightening 
- rapping chest with fist 
for thunder 
 

10’50” Learning the ‘Yellow Dragon’ song This is an echo song. 
 

13’09” Singing the whole song together Sing the echo until 
everyone is familiar with 
the tune, then sing both 
parts 
 

 
Follow-up ideas: 
 

 Retell the story of Wu and the Yellow Dragon together 
 Make your own version of the thunder storm using body percussion (as in 

the programme) OR improvise using classroom instruments, such as 
tambourines, drums played with sticks and fingers and maybe even a 
cymbal (or gong!) Use the children’s own ideas. Make sure you agree a 
stopping signal before you begin! 

 The tune for Yellow Dragon uses the notes D, E, G, D and B. This is known 
as a pentatonic scale. Many Chinese and Far Eastern tunes are based on 
patterns like these. Choose two or three notes from your classroom 
percussion and make up simple ‘calls’ for the rest of the class to copy. 
Take it turns so that everybody has a turn to play. 
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Resources: 
 
SONGS 
‘Kutu and the Story Tree’ by Sue Nicholls  
‘Yellow Dragon’ by Sue Nicholls 
 
IMAGES 
 
Chinese Sheng (mouth organ): 
http://www.paulnoll.com/China/Music/mus-sheng-player.jpg 
 
Chinese Wind Gong: 
http://www.eurocosm.com/Application/images/Woodstock/WST-WCLDGmd.jpg  
 
 
 
 
4: Tiddalik  
 
Programme objectives: 
 
Using sounds to create movement / Identifying a clapstick and a harmonica and a 
didgeridoo / Listening to a narrative song and joining in the chorus 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Look at a globe to find out where Australia is. Point out that it is about as far 
away as you can be from the United Kingdom! You may also find it helpful to look 
at pictures of a kookaburra, a kangaroo, a lizard and an eel as these creatures 
are featured in the story. There are links in the resources section of the notes 
which you may find helpful. 
 
Programme content: 
 
Time Content Notes 

 
0’00” Introduction by Kutu asking the Story Tree if 

they can sing all the songs 
 

 

0’38” Singing the Story Tree song with the latest 
accompaniment 

Encourage the children to 
join in. You may like to 
pause the programme 
and ask if they notice 
anything different about 
the tune this week 
 

1’00” A silver bud opens and a harmonica plays the 
new tune; we then hear the clapstick 

Help the children to listen 
carefully to the 
harmonica 
 

 

http://www.paulnoll.com/China/Music/mus-sheng-player.jpg
http://www.eurocosm.com/Application/images/Woodstock/WST-WCLDGmd.jpg
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2’42” The story: Tiddalik  

Listening to the laughing kookaburra and 
laughing with him 

The story begins with a 
tune played on the 
didgeridoo and 
clapsticks. 
 
Laughing with 
kookaburra  
 

4’14” Listening to the repeating chorus 
 

 

5’30” Kangaroo tries to make Tiddalik laugh Jumping hands in time 
with the ‘boings’ 
 

6’25” Listening to Kangaroo’s verse and chorus Join in with the chorus 
 

7’00” Listening to Lizard’s verse and chorus 
 

Join in with the chorus 

7’50” Listening to Eel’s verse and chorus Join in with the chorus 
 

8’53”  Revisiting ‘Dumplin’ song 
Listen to the marimba and conga 

Encourage them to sing 
all of the song 
 

10’07” Listening to the Chinese Wind Gong and 
revisiting the echo song Yellow Dragon  

Encourage the children to 
listen carefully and sing 
in tune 
 

11’35” Listening to the tabla, flute and sitar and 
revisiting ‘Ek huto Rajah’ 

Listen carefully to the 
different sounds the 
instruments make. How 
do the children think the 
sounds are made? 
 

 
Follow-up ideas: 
 

 Identify all the animals in the story using the pictures you have found or 
the links in the resources below 

 Sing the ‘Tiddalik’ song again trying to remember the order of the verses 
 Revisit all the songs and sounds from the Story Tree unit by playing your 

favourite sections again 
 
Resources: 
 
SONGS 
‘Kutu and the Story Tree’ by Sue Nicholls  
‘Tiddalik’ by Sue Nicholls 
 
IMAGES 
Kookaburra: 
http://www.kendavismusic.com/assets/images/kookaburras.jpg  

 

http://www.kendavismusic.com/assets/images/kookaburras.jpg
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Kangaroo: 
http://www.exzooberance.com/virtual%20zoo/they%20walk/kangaroo/Kangaroo%20485018.jpg 
 
An Australian lizard: 
http://uts.cc.utexas.edu/~varanus/giganteus.gif 
 
Clapsticks: 
http://www.australia-fare.com/images/abor/Clapsticks-lge.jpg 
 
Didgeridoo: 
http://www.andygraham.net/didgeridoo.JPG 
 
Harmonica: 
https://www.marshallgold.org/mercantile/images/harmonica-three.jpg 

 

http://www.exzooberance.com/virtual%20zoo/they%20walk/kangaroo/Kangaroo%20485018.jpg
http://uts.cc.utexas.edu/%7Evaranus/giganteus.gif
http://www.australia-fare.com/images/abor/Clapsticks-lge.jpg
http://www.andygraham.net/didgeridoo.JPG
https://www.marshallgold.org/mercantile/images/harmonica-three.jpg
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Unit 2: Butterfly and Bee 

 
 

5: In the city 
 
Programme objectives: 
 
Fast and slow sounds / Loud and quiet sounds / City sounds 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Look at a picture of a butterfly and a bee. Talk about how they move – do they 
move quickly or slowly? Do they make any sounds? 
 
Programme content: 
 
Time Content Notes 

 
0’00” Butterfly and Bee introduce themselves 

 
 

0’30 Bee’s special fast buzzing around music ‘Flight of the Bumble Bee’ 
by Rimsky Korsakov 
 

0’56” Buzzing finger with Bee Encourage the children to 
move their finger fast 
like Bee’s music 
 

1’30” Butterfly introduces his slow floating music ‘Aquarium’ from Carnival 
of the animals by Saint-
Saëns  

2’20” Floating finger with Butterfly’s music Encourage the children to 
move their finger like 
Butterfly’s music (slow) 
 

2’58” Butterfly and Bee prepare to go on holiday to 
the city 
 

 

4’18” Butterfly and Bee sing ‘Lovely summer’s day’ Encourage the children to 
listen to the words and 
the music 

5’20” Butterfly and Bee sing ‘Lovely summer’s day’ 
again 

Join in with as many 
words as you can. Play 
this section of the 
programme several times 
until everyone can join in 
with confidence 
 

6’40” Butterfly and Bee set off on their journey. We 
hear the sounds of the city and try to guess 
what they are listening to 

Listen to the sound 
effects and help the 
children to determine 
where they are 
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8’40” Listening to the footsteps on the pavement, 

guessing what the sound is, then joining in 
Join in with slapping 
knees for the footsteps 
 

9’18” Listening to a siren and saying what it is 
 

 

9’50” Listening to milk bottles being put on a milk 
float 
 

 

10’40” Listening to the words and music of part of ‘In 
the City’ and guessing some of the sound 
words. 
 
Singing all or some of the song 

Listening and then 
swaying with the music; 
then joining in part of the 
song. 
 
Repeat these sections as 
many times as you need 
in order to enjoy the 
song 
 

 
Follow-up ideas: 
 

 Talk about sounds that you can hear in a city. Butterfly and Bee heard 
sirens, footsteps and a milk float. What other sounds do you hear in a 
city? Are they loud sounds or quiet sound or can they be both? 

 Make a list of quiet and loud sounds you can hear in a busy street. 
Illustrate the list with pictures from magazines or the children’s own 
drawings. 

 Listen to some more of Butterfly and Bee’s music. Bee’s music is fast and 
Butterfly’s music is slower. Can the children think of other pieces of 
contrasting music (or songs) which are fast or slower? 

 
Resources: 
 
SONGS 
‘Lovely summer’s day’ by Mark and Helen Johnson published by Out of the Ark 
Music  
‘In the city’ by Mark and Helen Johnson published by Out of the Ark Music 
 
IMAGES 
Butterfly: 
http://www.kidzone.ws/animals/monarch2.jpg 
 
Bee: 
http://albums.laurenstravels.com/albums/bumble-bees/bumble_bee_2.jpg  
 
Busy London street: 
http://www.geraldbrimacombe.com/UK%20-Ireland/London%20-%20Traffic.jpg 
 

 

http://www.kidzone.ws/animals/monarch2.jpg
http://albums.laurenstravels.com/albums/bumble-bees/bumble_bee_2.jpg
http://www.geraldbrimacombe.com/UK%20-Ireland/London%20-%20Traffic.jpg
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6: Shopping around 
 
Programme objectives: 
 
Loud and quiet sounds / Listening and copying / Listening and remembering  
 
Before you begin: 
 
Talk about where Butterfly and Bee went last time. What did they see and what 
did they hear? Did they hear loud sounds or quiet sounds or both? 
 
Programme content: 
 
Time Content Notes 

 
0’00” Bee and Butterfly are still in the city. 

They sing ‘In the city’ nice and loudly 
Encourage the children to 
join in whenever they 
can 
 

1’50” Listening to the words of Verse 2 and then 
singing them 

Encourage the children to 
join in whenever they 
can 
 

3’30” Listening to the sounds coming from shops. 
What is the loud music? What are those 
rattling sounds? What are those animal 
sounds? 

Bee visits a record shop, 
a launderette, a pet shop 
(puppies, kittens and a 
squawking bird) 
 

6’35” Listening to the ‘Pet shop’ song This is an echo song; 
encourage the children to 
copy Butterfly the second 
time round. 
Then he adds puppy dog 
 

9’17” They visit a supermarket for: frozen chips, 
chocolate cake, ice cream, a tin of soup 
 

Help the children to join 
in with the supermarket 
list chant 
 

10’45” The ‘Supermarket trolley’ poem (see below) Help the children to join 
in with the sounds when 
asked 
 

12’16” Butterfly and Bee go to the station but they 
miss the train so they pass the time singing 
their ‘In the city’ song 
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Follow-up ideas: 
 

 Sing the ‘In the city’ song again and think up some more street sounds of 
your own 

 Revisit the ‘Pet shop’ song and add some more animals and their sounds 
 Make up your own supermarket shopping list chant or use the one in the 

programme. Listen to the rhythm of the words. Choose a percussion 
sound for each word on the list and ‘play’ your shopping list as you say it. 
This could be extended to listening to the sounds for the word and 
‘guessing’ (or remembering) what the item was. 

 Say the ‘Supermarket trolley’ poem together and add the actions. You 
may like to divide the children into two groups, one to say the poem and 
the other to do the actions. When the children are familiar with poem, add 
percussion sounds to the sound words in the poem - e.g. hand across 
tambourine skin for squeak; a whizzer or a guiro for swiping the bar 
codes; tap of a drum for crash; a cymbal for holding out your hand for the 
bill. 

 
Resources: 
 
SONGS 
‘Pet shop’ words and music Jan Holdstock, published by Ray Lovely Music 
 
POEM 
 
‘Supermarket sounds’ by Chris Robson 
 
Squeak, squeak, squeak, 
It's the supermarket trolley. 
(roll one hand around the other) 
 
Blip, blip, blip, 
It's the supermarket till. 
(swipe the bar codes) 
 
Crash, crash, crash, 
It's the supermarket basket. 
(slapping thighs with each crash) 
 
Ten pounds please! 
It's the supermarket bill! 
(extend a hand to receive payment) 
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7: Travelling by train 
 
Programme objectives: 
 
Joining in at the right time / Making a vocal ostinato (repeated patterns) / 
Recognising environmental sounds 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Last time Butterfly and Bee went to the supermarket. What did they buy there? 
Play the shopping list game again and see if you can make the list even longer. 
Where did they promise we could go next time? 
 
Programme content: 
 
Time Content Notes 

 
0’00” Butterfly and Bee are going to the seaside. 

They are waiting at the station. They sing 
‘Down at the station’ 

The children may already 
know this song, but 
encourage them to listen 
to it carefully 
 

1’58” Learning the actions for the song Encourage the children to 
join in with the actions: 
- yawning 
- pointing at the four 
engines 
- pulling the starting 
handle 
- making the train 
sounds 
 

3’20” Joining in with the actions for the song Revisit the song a few 
more times so the 
children can sing it with 
enjoyment as well as do 
the actions! 
 

3’50” Listening to the musical ostinato that fits the 
tune of the song 

Help the children to put 
the ‘vocal ostinato’ 
(repeated pattern) 
together as rhythmically 
as possible. 
Ooh ooh, 
Choo choo, 
Off we go! 
 

4’50” Putting it all together Don’t be concerned if 
children find it difficult to 
say the ostinato with 
Bee. 
 

 



 

21 

 
5’45” Travelling to the seaside and listening to the 

sounds as they pass: 
- a farm 
- a playground 
- a building site 

Butterfly and Bee sing:  
Passing places far and 
near. Listen to the 
sounds we hear 
Stop the recording and 
encourage children to 
suggest what the sounds 
are 
 

9’00” Butterfly and Bee reach the seaside and sing 
the ‘At the seaside’ song 

Encourage children to 
listen carefully first and 
then join in with the song 
 

 
Follow-up ideas: 
 

 Sing ‘Down at the station’ again and add all the actions as well as singing 
the song! If you have some recorder tops or whistles, add those at the 
appropriate point! Make sure children know to stop blowing when they get 
to the end of the song! 

 Talk about steam trains and look at a picture of steam train (see below for 
a suggestion) 

 What different sorts of noises do steam trains make? E.g. squeaky wheels, 
hissing steam, rattling on the track, whistling sounds, chuffing sounds 

 Sing the song very quietly and then very loudly. Then try singing it getting 
louder and louder then quieter and quieter as if the train is getting nearer 
and then moving away again 

 Make up your own sound journey to the sea…what do you pass on the 
way? 

 
Resources: 
 
SONGS 
‘Down at the station’ - traditional song 
‘At the seaside’ words and music Mark and Helen Johnson, published by Out of 
the Ark music  
 
IMAGES 
A steam train: 
http://www.steamtraingalleries.co.uk/image/special_trains_017.jpg  
 

 

http://www.steamtraingalleries.co.uk/image/special_trains_017.jpg


 

22 

 
8: At the seaside 
 
Programme objectives: 
 
Listening to seaside sounds / Singing gently and quietly / Fast and slow 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Talk about things that you find at the seaside. What sort of sounds would the 
children expect to hear at the seaside? Are they loud sounds or quiet sounds? Are 
they fast sounds or slow sounds? 
 
Programme content: 
 
Time Content Notes 

 
0’00” Butterfly is standing on the beach listening to 

the sounds he can hear: seagulls, a fishing 
boat 
 

 

1’02” Butterfly sings ‘Seaside morning’ Encourage the children to 
listen quietly the first 
time and then raise arms 
and wiggle fingers for the 
sun rising 
Adding arms waving for 
the gulls 
Waves on the sea and 
point to self at the end 
 

4’35” Bee arrives in a hurry and Butterfly reminds 
her that she must sing quietly and gently as it 
is a gentle song 
 

Repeat actions and join 
in with the words very 
quietly 

5’43” Bee listens and she can hear: waves, children 
playing on the beach, music, ice cream van 
 

Ask the children what 
they think the sounds are 

7’33” Butterfly and Bee enjoy singing the ‘At the 
seaside’ song. Join in with all the words you 
know 
 

 

9’15” Bee says some more words from the song. 
Listen first then add the actions 

Make actions as if sand is 
slipping through their 
fingers 
 

10’59” Butterfly and Bee go back to Music Box wood Butterfly and Bee’s music 
from the first programme 
is repeated 
 

11’46” Butterfly and Bee sing Lovely Summer’s Day 
again 

Help the children to join 
in and add the actions at 
the right place 
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Follow-up ideas: 
 

 Talk again about things the children think they would see / hear on the 
beach. Try to think up sounds for the different things and then find a 
percussion instrument to make a similar sound - e.g. fingers swishing on a 
big cymbal or drum for the waves; a recorder top for a gull’s screech 

 Sing ‘Seaside morning’ (it fits to the tune of ‘Rock a bye baby’). Add all of 
the actions. Can you make up your own class words to fit the tune about 
things the children think should be on the beach? 

 Sing ‘At the seaside’ again, with the recording of the programme. Try to 
sing the words of the verse as well as the words of the chorus. 

 
Resources: 
 
SONGS 
‘At the seaside’ words and music Mark and Helen Johnson, published Out of the 
Ark music  
‘Lovely summer’s day’ by Mark and Helen Johnson, published by Out of the Ark 
Music  
 
IMAGES 
Children playing on the beach: 
http://www.hambleevents.org.uk/children_on_beach_2.JPG 
 

http://www.hambleevents.org.uk/children_on_beach_2.JPG

