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Introduction 

 
Wind and Cloud are two characters that take us on a musical journey around the 
world. In the first unit, Wind, who has accidentally separated Cloud from his 
friends, returns to make amends, and together they begin a search for the other 
clouds. Their travels take them to many different locations - the seaside, the 
desert, a city and a forest. All of these places need water. During their search, 
they encounter some very interesting people, including some singing children 
and Anansi, the famous spider. The journey ends with a joyful reunion of Cloud 
and his friends in Programme 5. 
 
In the second unit, Cloud persuades his friends, the other clouds, to return to 
the dry places, bringing them some much-needed rain - and at one point the 
weather becomes so cold that Cloud produces snow. The story ends with a look 
back at all the places that have flourished because of the clouds' gift of water. 
 
The songs and listening pieces reflect many musical elements, but the main 
focus in these programmes will be high and low sounds (pitch), ‘steps’ and 
‘jumps’. Sing a Little Song and The Stream Song have tunes that contain 
stepping notes that rise and fall. These patterns are also found in the signature 
tunes for the characters of Cloud and Wind. These two melodies are also played 
at contrasting pitches: Cloud's is played on a high-pitched instrument whereas 
Wind's tune uses low notes. I'm So Hot and Fancy Anansi have tunes full of 
jumping notes and so the mood of these songs is more bouncy and lively. 
 
Before the programme: 
 
It is important that the children sit comfortably where they can hear the 
programme clearly. Place the speakers of the sound system at the children's ear 
height, with the volume at a comfortable listening level. If it is too quiet the 
children will become restless and find it difficult to join in. They need space for 
arm and hand actions and enough room to stand up to make larger whole body 
actions on some occasions. 
 
Have any additional resources ready before the session (see the ‘You will need...’ 
section for each programme). Focus the children’s attention by talking about the 
previous session with them, playing a game or singing a favourite song or 
rhyme. 
 
During the programme: 
 
Join in with the activities to encourage the children to do the same. Many of the 
songs have traditional tunes that may be familiar and all of the songs are sung 
at a pitch - not too high or too low - that should be comfortable for you and the 
children. So, even if you are a little unsure of your own singing voice, have a go. 
Watch out for the timid or anxious child who may need extra encouragement, or 
the very enthusiastic child who may need a little quietening. 
 
If your group finds the programmes too long at first, split each one into sections 
to use at different times, or concentrate on one or two activities. By returning to 
the same programme several times, the children will gain confidence and 
develop memory and listening skills, as well as begin to enjoy the familiarity of 
the material. 
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Musical activities and singing with young children: 
 
Music-making of all kinds should be enjoyable and fun. The important part is 
joining in freely without anxiety. Young children enjoy music, but they do not all 
respond in the same way. Some children are more confident than others; some 
may prefer to listen than to do, especially at first. Let them feel comfortable 
listening, encourage them and they will join in when they are ready. Many of the 
songs include actions that the children should be encouraged to join in with. 
Lead by example. 
 
By joining in, the children will become aware of the pulse (beat) of the song. 
Clapping and slapping in time is an excellent way to enjoy the songs while 
developing the motor control required to play instruments. 
 
To motivate the children, a range of different types of song have been chosen 
with a range of teaching methods and a variety of responses required. 
 
Singing in tune is difficult for most children at this age - it comes with practice 
and maturity. Singing with confidence and enjoyment is the first step. There are 
plenty of opportunities in the programmes to make vocal sounds other than 
singing (speaking, whispering and sounds from the environment). All these can 
add to the children's vocal confidence. 
 
Setting up the music corner: 
 
If possible, set up an area where the children can begin to explore some of the 
ideas from the programmes in their own time. They can work on their own, in 
pairs or in small groups. The music corner provides an opportunity for the 
children to learn to handle instruments confidently and with respect, and to 
develop social and coordination skills. It is useful to have an adult helper at hand 
to start the children off on an activity and to guide it if necessary. 
 
The instruments can stand on a table, shelf or trolley. Change them regularly to 
keep the area ‘fresh’. Choose the sound-makers according to the activity that 
you would like to develop. The follow-up ideas at the end of each programme 
give some suggestions. 
 
Organising the music corner: 
 
Any instruments - bought, made or found - have a place in the music corner. 
The only criterion for inclusion is whether it makes a useful sound. Build up a 
collection to include instruments from each of the categories below. 
 
TUNED PERCUSSION 
 
A set of chime bars, a xylophone (wooden bars), a glockenspiel or metallophone 
(metal bars) with a range of rubber, metal, felt and wooden beaters. 
 
One good quality instrument (or a few good quality chime bars) is far more 
useful than many poor quality instruments. 
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UNTUNED PERCUSSION 
 
Banging instruments: drums, tambourines, bongos, biscuit tins, claves or 
sticks, wood blocks. 
 
Shaking instruments: bells, maracas, tambourines, filled plastic bottles, sealed 
cardboard tubes with rice or dried peas inside. 
 
Plucking instruments: elastic bands or string stretched over different-sized 
boxes. 
 
Blowing instruments: whistles, recorders, party blowers, pipes, tubes, bottles. 
 
Scraping and rubbing instruments: guiros, resiresi, sandpaper blocks, ridged 
corrugated cardboard, washboard. 
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Unit 1: Wind and Cloud on a Journey 

 
Programme 1: Over the sea 
 
Music focus: 
 

• listening 
• pitch (high and low) 
• singing an echo song 

 
Programme content: 
 
Cloud is alone, abandoned by the other clouds because Wind blew them away. 
He sings an echo song, hoping that someone will respond. Wind appears, full of 
apologies for separating Cloud from his friends, and offers to help him find them.  
 
Wind and Cloud travel over the sea and watch children playing on a beach. Cloud 
has never travelled far before, so the prospect of an adventure is exciting. 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Talk about weather, particularly clouds and wind. Help the children to 
understand the ‘cloud's eye-view’ of the world. You could show them aerial 
photographs and maps or get them to look down at toy cars on a cloth street 
map. You could hang a model cloud from the ceiling or take the children outside 
to imagine what the clouds can see below. 
 
Talk about the seaside, particularly the colours of the sea and the sand. 
 
You will need… 
 
…to show the children before the programme: 

• pictures of clouds and windy days 
• pictures of playthings used at the seaside such as a bucket, spade, ball 

etc (or alternatively, bring in some real items) 
• a collection of yellow and blue objects 

 
Songs: 
 
I'm All Alone 
 
Listen to the song. Make sure the children are aware that each line is echoed by 
an instrument. 
 
Help the children to recognise that when Wind's part copies Cloud's, it becomes 
an echo song. 
 
Notice that Wind's echo phrases have slightly changed words to accommodate 
the sense of the two characters' roles within the song. 
For example, Cloud: I'm all alone 

Wind: You're not alone 
Echo-sing each of the phrases. Check that the children's responses match the 
words sung by Wind. 
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Seaside Song 
 
Listen to the performance of the song, with alternate lines sung by Cloud and 
Wind. 
 
Learn verse 1 of the song using line-by-line echoing. Learn verse 2 in the same 
way. 
 
Listening: 
 
Encourage the children to sing greetings to Cloud and Wind when required. Help 
them to notice that every song in the programme has an introduction. It will 
usually be the last line of the melody and will help to remind the children of the 
tempo (pace) and mood of the song. It will also lead them to the correct pitch of 
the first note. 
 
Encourage the children to become aware of the pitch difference in the two 
signature tunes. Cloud’s is high, Wind’s is low. 
 
The children should notice that the two signature tunes have the same tune, 
even though they are played at different pitches. 
 
Help them to recognise that only the second line in each verse of Seaside Song 
changes. The other lines are identical. 
 
Activities: 
 
Reach high and low. 
Listen and match the higher and lower pitched signature tunes to Cloud and 
Wind respectively. 
 
Follow the teaching pattern of line-by-line copying, when new songs are 
introduced. 
 
Follow-up ideas: 
 
Practise the echo song I’m All Alone, so that the children become familiar with 
the word changes in the responses. 
 
Encourage the children to use the musical format of Seaside Song to help them 
invent new ideas for line 2. For example, Yellow sun up in the sky or Yellow 
towel to keep me dry. These could be invented and sung by the teacher, while 
the children sing the remainder of the verse. 
 
Music corner: 
 
Use two pitched percussion instruments at contrasting pitches to represent 
Cloud and Wind - for example, soprano glockenspiel or a cluster of high-pitched 
chime bars and an alto or bass xylophone. Children work in pairs, one at each 
instrument, to improvise melodies for Cloud (high) and Wind (low). They could 
use glissando patterns (sliding the beater up and down the bars) or select next-
door stepping note patterns. 
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Programme 2: Over the desert 
 
Music focus: 
 

• listening with movement 
• responding to slides up and down in pitch 
• learning a song by 'follow-the-leader' 

 
Programme content: 
 
We play a listening game with Wind, using glissandi (slides) on pitched 
instruments. We leave the beach and travel to the first place that needs rain - 
the desert. 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Look at pictures of clouds and windy days and remind the children of the story 
so far. 
 
Talk about the collections of blue and yellow objects from Programme 1 and 
match the colours contained in the two sets of objects to the sea and the sand. 
 
Have some sand, preferably of different colours, for the children to handle. 
 
Talk about ‘high’ and ‘low’, relating these concepts to the children's local and 
school environment - for example, buildings and treetops. 
 
Explain the idea of 'swoops' or 'dives' as slides on pitched percussion. 
 
You will need… 
 

• a pitched instrument and a suitable beater. Place the instrument so that 
the children can see the position of the bars. 

• some maracas, shakers (percussion or collected sound-makers) as 
described on pages 4 / 5, and a sand-box to give really authentic sandy, 
scratchy sounds to accompany Seaside Song. (A sand-box is a simple 
sound-maker, made by putting a little sand into a long, shallow, 
cardboard box, then securing the lid with tape. The sand-box is then 
tilted slowly from side to side to allow the sand to slide across the box.) 

 
Songs: 
 
Seaside Song 
 
Revisit Seaside Song, singing both verses, and being ready for the change of 
words in the second line. Not follow-my-leader this time. 
 
Add a gentle accompaniment to the song by putting a few maracas or shakers 
on the floor, and asking children to roll, not shake them, from side to side. This 
provides an appropriately quiet sound to suggest the sound of sand. A sand-box 
would also provide the same effect. 
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White Sands and Grey Sands 
 
Listen to this new song, then learn it line by line, copying one of the presenters 
and singing with the other presenter. 
 
Listening: 
 
The children sing greetings again in this programme. Help the children to 
identify, with increasing confidence, the two contrasting signature tunes for 
Cloud and Wind. 
 
Help the children begin to understand the relationship of the ‘swoops’ up and 
down, enacted by Cloud and Wind, and the accompanying slides from high to low 
and from low to high, on appropriate pitched instruments. 
 
Ensure the sound of the sand activity is controlled. 
 
Notice the difference in the performance of White Sands and Grey Sands given 
at the end of the programme, when Cloud and Wind sing the song as a round. 
 
Activities: 
 
Use hands to match the ‘swoops’ up or down with each instrumental slide. 
 
Use maracas, shakers or a sand-box to accompany the Seaside Song. 
 
Follow-up ideas: 
 
Make simple shakers. If you use paper bun-case boxes, the container is the right 
size for small hands, and the lid is transparent. This enables the children to see 
the direct relationship between the movement of the contents and the sound 
that is produced. Use a variety of fillings for your shakers, but always secure the 
lid of these home-made instruments with tape. 
 
Use a rain-tube and let the children listen to the duration (length) of the sound 
made. Is it like a shaker? How is it different? 
 
Play the ‘swooping’ game. Ask the class to use hand or body movements of 
stretching and sinking to respond to upward or downward ‘swoops’. 
 
Music corner: 
 
Put out a selection of un-pitched percussion and allow the children to sort these 
sound-makers into those which produce a ‘sandy, scratchy’ sound, and those 
that don’t. 
 
Make available one or two glockenspiels or xylophones. These can be used for 
glissando or ‘slide’ improvisations, reinforcing the listening game played between 
Wind and the children. 
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Programme 3: Over the city 
 
Music focus: 
 

• listening 
• identifying city sounds 
• listening and responding with hand actions 

 
Programme content: 
 
Our travellers visit a city. The children guess where they are in a sound game. 
Cloud is amazed by the busy, urban life. He watches some children singing and 
dancing in the park and wishes that he could join in. 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Talk about cities - the close proximity of the buildings, the amount of traffic and 
the large population. It is important to include positive statements about city life 
- interesting buildings, exciting places to visit, etc. 
 
Explain to the children that there are many countries in the world and many 
different languages spoken by the people living in them. If the children in your 
school come from a multicultural community, you will be able to draw examples 
from the variety of languages spoken within it. If however, the children have no 
such experience, use pictures and other available resources to demonstrate the 
rich cultural diversity of the UK, emphasising that many families maintain their 
own language, as well as speaking English. 
 
Talk about the lack of rain and its effect on land and people. This theme runs 
through all the programmes, so it is important to ensure that the children have a 
clear understanding of the problems of drought. 
 
You will need… 
 

• a picture of a city 
• pictures, artefacts or resources that give some understanding of our 

multicultural society 
• space for a hand dance 
• maracas, shakers or sand-box 

 
Songs: 
 
White Sands and Grey Sands 
 
Sing the song in one go, supported by Wind. 
 
Accompany the song with a selection of maracas and shakers, but control the 
playing by rolling the instruments from side to side on the ground, rather than 
shaking them. This will give a gentler accompaniment to the song. 
 
Baak Bakum Paira 
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In a City 
 
Echo-sing a new song with Cloud and Wind. Can the children identify the tune 
(London's Burning)? 
 
Listening: 
 
The children echo Wind’s call, ‘Cloud! Where are you?’ Encourage the children to 
listen to the introductions to each song. 
 
Let them listen to the Bengali song, which has a very interesting musical parallel 
in Bye Baby Bunting - a traditional English nursery rhyme. Notice that each of 
the four phrases that make up the song are identical. 
 
Follow the instructions for the hand dance. 
 
Listen to the first phrase of each line of the echo song, ready to make a 
confident repeat. 
 
Activities: 
 
A hand dance, using four movements linked to the words of the song: flap arms 
like a bird; place a crown on your head; palms together and move hands in a 
circle; roll hands one over the other. 
 
The children listen to contrasting sounds and respond with movement. They 
smooth their hands in front of them to the sound of a cymbal for the desert, 
then stretch up tall to show the city buildings, listening to a rising glissando. 
 
Follow-up ideas: 
 
Let the children make up their own hand or whole body dance to the Bengali 
song. 
 
Sing the echo song In a City with you leading and varying the dynamic level for 
each verse - i.e. loud or quiet. Use ideas from the children to make up your own 
city echo song. 
 
Music corner: 
 
Put out a selection of maracas and shakers, including those made by the 
children. The children work in pairs, playing and listening, to identify the loudest 
and quietest instruments in the collection. 
 
Arrange pairs of instruments on the music table so that children, working in 
pairs, can improvise echo pieces on matched percussion. Encourage them to use 
short rhythms for their partner to copy, perhaps using name patterns from the 
programme - for example, the signature tunes for Cloud and Wind or White 
Sands and Grey Sands. They should listen carefully to their partner’s pattern so 
that their response is an accurate copy. 



 
 

 

    Music Box Autumn 2007 
 

12  

 
Programme 4: Over the forest 
 
Music focus: 
 

• awareness of pitch - swooping up and down 
• singing a chorus after each verse 
• responding to music with hand movements 
• awareness of dynamics - loud and quiet 

 
Programme content: 
 
Our two friends reach a tropical forest and Cloud finds that the dense clumps of 
trees, growing so close together, remind him of city buildings. They meet 
Anansi. Cloud is very impressed with Anansi's tricks, but is surprised to learn 
that they do not extend to making rain. Cloud is becoming increasingly aware of 
the importance of rain for the world. 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Explain the character of Anansi and his association with Africa and the 
Caribbean. 
Show the children a picture of this mischievous creature and make sure that the 
children understand that he is sometimes a spider, sometimes a man. He loves, 
above all, to outwit his animal companions in the forest with his tricks. 
 
Read the children an Anansi story. 
 
Practise the ‘slide’ game from Programme 2 again on an upturned xylophone or 
glockenspiel, getting the children to respond to upwards or downwards sliding 
tunes by using hand or whole body movements. 
 
Songs: 
 
In a City 
 
Confident tackling of each echoed phrase, copying Cloud. 
 
Fancy Anansi 
 
Learn the chorus that follows each verse. 
 
Listening: 
 
This time, the children whisper their greeting. Help them to listen purposefully 
to the first half of each echo for In a City, and use the opening phrases as a 
model that leads into the children's repeat. 
 
Listen and respond to a repeat of the ‘swooping’ game from Programme 2. 
 
Listen to Fancy Anansi. Be aware that there is a chorus after every verse. 
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Activities: 
 
Anansi leads the children with hand movements for the verses of the song. 
Verse 1: jump your hands all around, lightly, like Anansi jumping. 
Verse 2: hide hands away, then wave when Anansi sings POP! 
Verse 3: sway gently from side to side, as the wind blows. 
 
Follow-up ideas: 
 
Think of things that are found in high places, far above the ground. Start with 
those mentioned in the programme - for example, mountains and treetops - and 
see how many more the children can think of. 
 
Play ‘high and low’. Have two chime bars - low C and high C. Sit the children in a 
circle and pass a beater round as you chant: 
 
High or low, 
Do you know? 
Can you play them? 
Have a go! 
 
The child holding the beater at the end of the song goes to the middle and plays 
the two notes, one after the other. The other children sing back the pitch pattern 
to the appropriate notes using the correct words - i.e. high-low (or low-high).  
 
Encourage the children to use one hand as a pitch-marker, held above the head 
for a high C, or near the ground for a low C. When the game becomes familiar, 
add a third chime bar (another high or low C) so that this version of the game 
makes a three-note pattern to be sung - i.e. ‘High, low, low’ or ‘Low, high, low’ 
etc. 
 
Music corner: 
 
Listen to some calypso, reggae or Caribbean music. 
 
Put out two chime bars, high C and low C, so that pairs of children can 
experiment with the high-low pitch game. 
 
Make a collection of ‘blowing’ sound-makers as described on pages 4 / 5, and try 
out ways of accompanying Anansi's verse that begins ‘Wind blows’. 
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Programme 5: Journey's end 
 
Music focus: 
 

• revisiting all the songs so far 
• learning a new song 
• responding to music with movement 

 
Programme content: 
 
This is the half-way point in Cloud's great adventure, but he feels that the 
search for his friends is hopeless. Wind comforts him by taking him through all 
the songs that have been learnt and reminding him of all the exciting places 
they have visited. Cloud's mood lifts and he begins to enjoy the reminiscences. 
Then suddenly, he sees his friends! 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Talk to the children about feelings. What makes them happy and sad? Can they 
remember any happy or sad times? Make happy and sad faces. 
 
Think about long journeys and how people fill the time on them. Have the 
children been on any long journeys? Did they feel excited or bored? 
 
Remind the children of all the songs that have been learnt so far, and sing them 
through. 
 
Practise the hand dance that accompanies Baak Bakum Paira. 
 
You will need… 
 

• any blowing sound-makers that were chosen for the Anansi verse about 
the wind 

 
Songs: 
 
Every song learnt in the first four programmes will be sung in this programme. 
Seaside Song, verses 1 and 2 
White Sands and Grey Sands 
In a City, an echo song, verses 1 and 2 
Fancy Anansi 
New song: Sing a Little Song 
This song has an echoing refrain that occurs within the song, rather than at the 
end. The repeating phrase uses a stepping note pattern, like the two signature 
tunes for Cloud and Wind and the ‘swooping’ game from Programme 2. 
 
Listening: 
 
Today’s greetings use loud and quiet voices. Help the children to recognise the 
introductions that lead into the familiar songs. 
 
Follow the verses of Fancy Anansi, and be ready to join in with the choruses. Do 
the actions during the verses, if you wish. 
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Listen to the new song, Sing a Little Song, particularly the refrain line, which is 
always repeated by the children as an echoed phrase. Watch out for the final line 
- the tune moves down, not up, which is different from the other stepping-note 
lines, which have ‘rising’ tunes. The children respond to the rising and falling 
tune with a finger-play game in the programme. 
 
Activities: 
 
Do the actions for Fancy Anansi with the children. 
 
Improvise on blowing sound-makers for the verse about the wind. 
 
Follow-up ideas: 
 
Perform one or more of the songs from the programme to another class or to the 
school. Use a light accompaniment, or better still, sing unaccompanied as young 
voices can easily be drowned by a piano. 
 
Practise the new song, Sing a Little Song, using a xylophone to accompany the 
echoing refrain. Leave the lower five bars in place, but remove all the others. 
Play the remaining notes, starting on low C, every time the stepping note 
pattern is echoed by the children. Remember on the last line to play a 
downward-stepping phrase, starting on the highest note, G. 
 
Music corner: 
 
Put the xylophone with the missing bars (used in the follow-up activities) in the 
music corner with a set of cards, some of which show a staircase going up, and 
some which show a staircase going down. Place these cards face-down on the 
table. The children turn over the top card and translate the picture into a 
stepping tune. 
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Unit 2: Beautiful Rain 

 
Programme 6: Rain for the desert 
 
Music focus: 
 

• tunes which jump rather than step 
• using hands and arms to demonstrate falling pitch 
• listening 

 
Programme content: 
 
In this second unit, Cloud and Wind are joined by the other clouds. Cloud has 
persuaded his friends to give rain to the dry places that he visited during his 
travels. Wind has offered to guide them all on this second journey. 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Talk about the dry places that Cloud has visited and why he wants to help them. 
 
Ask the children if they drink plain water? What do they prefer to drink? How do 
we carry our drinks around? Children may not realise that everything we drink 
has water in it. Which drink is the most popular? How much do they drink in one 
go? What makes them want a really big drink? 
 
You will need… 
 

• pictures of different-sized containers on separate cards 
• space for arm movements 
• a selection of instruments and sound-makers to be used for rain sounds 

 
Songs: 
 
White Sand and Grey Sands 
 
The last performance of this song. Ask the children to sing confidently and 
smoothly. 
 
I'm so Hot 
 
This is a tune full of jumps. Each line is quite long, but the melody is the same 
every time. The children will only join in with the opening phrase - I'm So Hot. 
 
Who Needed Rain? 
 
This is another traditional tune and the song will appear every time the clouds 
provide rain. Its simple lyrics change for each location. 
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Listening: 
 
Back to sung greetings. Lead the children to respond in rhythm. Help the 
children to listen to the different drinks and containers mentioned in the words 
of I'm so Hot. 
 
The children should begin to recognise that the tune has jumps, but is always 
the same for every line. 
 
Rain music - listening to the falling melody patterns. 
 
Activities: 
 
Make rain sounds to accompany the rain music, using instruments and sound-
makers. 
 
Dance using lingers and arms, starting with a high arm-stretched position and 
gradually bringing the arms down in response to the descending tune. 
 
Follow-up ideas: 
 
Set up an experiment with two saucers lined with cotton wool. Sprinkle some 
seeds on both and water them. After germination, water only one set of seeds. 
This simple demonstration may help children understand the impact of water on 
plant life. 
 
Extend the finger dance to a whole body dance. Accompany this with the sound-
makers already selected and add two or three children improvising sliding or 
stepping note tunes on glockenspiels or xylophones. Perform your dance to 
another class. 
 
Make a block graph of the children's favourite drinks. Do any coincide with those 
mentioned in the song? 
 
Music corner: 
 
Arrange a set of chime bars that do not include stepping notes - for example, C, 
F, A, C. Children can experiment with these notes and improvise tunes with 
jumps. 
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Programme 7 - Rain for the city 
 
Music focus: 
 

• stepping note patterns 
• falling note patterns (descending in pitch) 
• responding to music with movement 

 
Programme content: 
 
This week we are revisiting the city, where the children play a listening game. 
Cloud learns a new weather expression and washes away the entire city's dust. 
The pond is refilled to the delight of all the inhabitants. 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Talk to the children about cities. Remind them of all the features mentioned 
when Cloud and Wind made their first visit to the city in Programme 3. 
 
Revise the Bengali hand dance. 
 
Explain the expression ‘It's raining cats and dogs’. 
 
Talk about any pond creatures that the children know. Reference books would be 
useful for this discussion. Do any of the children have ponds in their gardens?  
 
Does the school have one? Can you do some pond-dipping? 
 
Do any of the children’s families save rain for watering their gardens? How do 
they store it? 
 
You will need… 
 

• space for a finger dance 
• some instruments or sound-makers to accompany the rain dance. 

 
Songs: 
 
I’m So Hot  
 
A recap of this song. The children join in with the 'call' line only. 
 
It's Raining Cats, it's Raining Dogs  
 
This is a new song with a stepping note opening. Learn it line-by-line with Wind 
and sing the whole verse. 
 
Who Needed Rain? 
 
This is a different version of the song. Can any of the children predict the second 
line? 
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Listening: 
 
Whispered greetings again this time. Help the children to listen to the Bengali 
song. Make sure the children know the hand actions well. 
 
Listen for the stepping note pattern in the first line of It's Raining Cats, it's 
Raining Dogs. 
 
Be aware of the melody of the rain music with its falling note patterns, and be 
ready to make finger movements to represent falling raindrops. 
 
The children listen to a rain poem, tapping their finger lightly on the floor to 
make the sound of falling rain. 
 
Listen for the new words in Who Needed Rain? 
 
Activities: 
 
Lots of dancing today - a Bengali hand dance and later, twinkling raindrop finger 
movements. 
 
Follow-up ideas: 
 
Make a pond frieze, full of splashing water creatures with plants for them to 
climb on. 
 
Try collecting rainwater next time it rains. Which plants will the children give it 
to? 
Use more rain sounds to accompany the poem. Add some vocal effects too. 
 
Music corner: 
 
Working in pairs using metal instruments, such as triangles, Indian bells or 
cymbals, improvise a raindrop piece, using the quietest possible sounds. 
 
Use a selection of tightly-sealed plastic bottles, each containing a small amount 
of water. Experiment with ‘sloshing’ sounds to accompany It's Raining Cats, it's 
Raining Dogs. 
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Programme 8 – Rain for the stream 
 
Music focus: 
 

• learning a ‘call and response’ song 
• falling stepping note patterns 
• listening 

 
Programme content: 
 
Cloud and Wind are still looking for places that need rain. They find a stream 
that has been reduced to a trickle, and some very thirsty crops. The clouds 
watch the stream’s water level rise after a really good shower. The crops can 
grow now that there is water, and the conversation turns to ways of cooking 
potatoes! 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Talk about streams and rivers. Where does their water come from and why does 
the water constantly move? Visit your local stream or river and if there is a safe 
footbridge you could play ‘Pooh sticks’ with small groups of children to reinforce 
the concept of flowing water. The children stand on one side of the bridge and 
drop a stick or leaf into the water at the same time. They walk across the bridge 
to see whose stick passed through first. 
 
Talk about crops. What do they need in order to grow? Who looks after them? 
What are the children’s favourite ways of eating potatoes? 
 
You will need… 
 

• rain music instruments 
• room for the rain dance 

 
Songs: 
 
It's Raining Cat, it's Raining Dogs  
 
A recap of this song. You can add your own instruments if you wish. 
 
The Stream Song  
 
There is a new song this week with a new structure. This is a ‘call and response’ 
song, in which a leader sings a solo part and the rest of the group reply by 
singing chorus lines, which usually stay the same throughout the song and often 
have the same tune. 
 
Who Needed Rain?  
 
This is now an established part of the programmes in this unit, and some 
children will anticipate the second line of this week's song. 
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Listening: 
 
The children greet Cloud and Wind, speaking in rhythm. They listen carefully to 
Cloud and Wind's signature tunes and guess which is which. 
Encourage the children to listen to the new song and begin to recognise the 
‘response’ part by its repeated words and tune. Notice that the tune for the 
response has a falling stepping note pattern. 
 
The children focus on the sound of a skylark and stream, first separately, then 
together. 
 
Listen to the verse in Who Needed Rain? that will fit Stream's story, and help the 
children to copy the new words confidently. 
 
Activities: 
 
The rain dance - this is the last performance, so the falling fingers and falling 
raindrop tune should be well-matched. 
 
Follow-up ideas: 
 
Rehearse The Stream Song so that the response line follows on smoothly. The 
‘response’ lines always begin on the final note of the ‘call’ part, so the musical 
handover is quite straightforward. 
 
Have a look at the seed experiment from Programme 6. Which seeds are 
flourishing? 
 
Try some other ‘call and response’ songs - for example, There's a hole in my 
bucket!, London Bridge is falling down or Soldier, Soldier, won't you marry me? 
There are some good Jamaican ones too - look in Yvonne Conolly et al., Mango 
Spice (A&C Black, 1981). 
 
Music corner: 
 
Play ‘call and response’ patterns on various unpitched instruments, using simple 
question and answer speech patterns. Have a set of cards with a fruit on each. 
Make flaps for these cards so that the drawing is hidden. Put a question mark on 
the flap. The player who goes first taps ‘What's on the card?’ The second player, 
who makes the response, lifts the flap and taps the pattern of ‘It's an apple’. See 
Would you like a cup of tea? from Sue Nicholls, Michael Finnigan, tap your 
chinigin (A&C Black, 1998). 
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Programme 9 - Rain into snow 
 
Music focus: 
 

• listening to music 
• responding in movement 
• contrasting sounds 
• speaking in rhythm 
 

Programme content: 
 
Our travellers have found a cold part of the world to visit, where everyone is 
wrapped up to keep warm. Cloud meets a new friend, who helps him understand 
about winter weather, and at the end of the programme the clouds make snow! 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Talk about snow, the fun of playing with it, how it changes the look of familiar 
places and the problems it causes for our bird population. 
 
Experiment with ice. Try freezing some water or make some lollies and talk 
about the changes from liquid to solid. How long will the ice take to melt? 
 
Talk about winter clothing and why we wear a lot of layers. 
 
You will need… 
 

• space for arm movements 
• some instruments or sound-makers to accompany the snow music 
 

Songs: 
 
The Stream Song 
 
A recap of this song. Remind the children that they sing the chorus. 
 
The North Wind Doth Blow  
 
A traditional song is introduced this week.  
 
Who Needed Rain?  
 
The song is about snowfall this time. 
 
Listening: 
 
The children continue to greet Cloud and Wind, this time saying and clapping 
‘Hello Cloud, Hello Wind, Hello everyone!’. If you join in with confidence, it will 
give the children a lead in this echo activity. 
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Encourage the children to listen to the snow music. This is easily recognisable as 
the rain piece, with its familiar falling phrases, but here it is subtly changed and 
‘decorated’, giving a musical message that snow is really modified rain. 
 
Listen to each line in this week's new song. 
 
Talk to the children about the sound of the robin and the wind. 
 
Activities: 
 
Perform a snow dance. The children curl their hands into fist shapes and then let 
the fingers fly out, making wide, stretched ‘snowflakes’. 
 
Follow-up ideas: 
 
Extend the snow dance to the whole body, with twirling, twisting and fluttering 
movements. 
 
Compose an ‘ice’ piece by experimenting with long-lasting, reverberating 
sounds.  
 
Make a collection of metallic instruments - for example, triangles, cymbals, 
glockenspiels, chime bars, Indian bells etc. Strike the first instrument and listen 
as the note fades. Wait until the sound has faded completely before making the 
next sound. When each sound is familiar to the children, they can rearrange the 
playing order to create the best effect. 
 
Practise the new song because it will only appear once more, in the last 
programme. 
 
Music corner: 
 
Make a set of cards with a single snowflake on each. Some snowflakes should be 
large and some should be small, representing loud and quiet sounds. The 
children can experiment by putting three or more cards together to form a 
simple score. This can be played on any of the metallic instruments mentioned 
in the follow-up ideas. 
 
These pieces could be performed to the rest of the class. This activity 
encourages controlled playing and develops listening skills, as each player waits 
for the sounds to disappear. 
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Programme 10 - The whole story 
 
Music focus: 
 

• singing all the songs from the last five programmes 
• contrasting bouncy and smooth tunes 
• listening 
• pitch - high and low 

 
Programme content: 
 
This week marks our final meeting with Cloud and Wind, a time to reminisce 
about places and remember all the music-making associated with each visit. We 
consider the benefits of the rain provided by the clouds and make some 
temporary farewells. 
 
Before you begin: 
 
Talk to the children about saying goodbye to friends when someone moves 
away. Some children may have experiences to bring to this discussion, but try to 
keep the general mood positive, as Cloud and Wind do. They reassure each other 
that they are bound to meet again because their friendship is so strong. 
 
Songs: 
 
Final performances of this unit's songs: 
 
I'm So Hot 
 
Sing the opening ‘call’ of every line in this bouncy song. 
 
It's Raining Cats, it's Raining Dogs 
 
Sing the whole song fitting in all the words. 
 
The Stream Song 
 
Listen to the ‘call’ part of each line, and be ready to come in with the ‘response’. 
 
The North Wind Doth Blow 
 
Phrase this song very smoothly with sympathetic singing of the words, Poor 
thing!  
 
Who Needed Rain?  
 
You're My Friend  
 
We come full circle. Here is Cloud's first song from Programme 1, when he felt 
alone. This week’s song has a new set of words, full of confidence and optimism. 
Just copy Cloud's lines for a happy finale! 
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Listening: 
 
The children greet Cloud and Wind with high and low voices. 
 
Help the children to recognise the two signature tunes. Whose tune is high and 
whose is low? 
 
Listen to and recognise the introductions to all five songs and be ready to come 
in on the opening lines. 
 
Do the hand actions for Baak Bakum Paira. The children should be confident with 
these by now and may even start to sing along. 
 
Listen to and use the ‘call’ part of From a Rain cloud in the Sky to prepare for 
the sung ‘response’. 
 
Listen to Cloud's echo song. Some children will recognise it as Cloud's first song, 
but with changed words. 
 
Follow-up ideas: 
 
Practise Cloud's echo song, with its new words. Try using leaders from the class, 
as well as the teacher! You could perform the song to another class, giving them 
the echo part. 
 
Try singing all the words of I'm So Hot, perhaps using pictures of the drinks in 
the song as a mnemonic to keep the words flowing. 
 
Perform The North Wind Doth Blow and ask one group to use vocal effects to 
conjure up the sound of the wind while everyone else sings the words. 
 
Music corner: 
 
Put a glockenspiel or xylophone in the music corner, but remove the alternate 
bars, so that whatever tune is improvised, it will be a series of jumping, not 
stepping notes. This will remind the children of the jumps in I'm So Hot. 
 
Compose a class piece. Make a collection of words and sounds associated with 
children's drinks - for example, fizz, pop, glug, bubbles, slurp, gurgle, guzzle, 
sip, squash, juice. Each child chooses one word or sound. The teacher uses 
simple hand signals for stop and start - for example, hand stretched open (start) 
and clenched into a fist (stop). Following these signals, the children improvise 
their vocal piece. This could be accompanied by water sloshing in sealed plastic 
bottles or any sound-makers chosen by the class. Record your piece and listen to 
your performance. 


