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Just Think... Summer 2014

BY ALEX GANLEY

SIR ALVIN Here I come again to save the day, dashingly handsome and clever Sir 
Alvin the Brave, travelling the land judging cakes, and opening fetes 
and tra-la-la-la-la. What do you think of that for a song, hey, Scabwell? 

SCABWELL  Very catchy, Sir Alvin. Really lets people know what you are all about. 

SIR ALVIN  How much further is this village, Scabwell? My bum’s aching from being 
on this horse all morning. 

SCABWELL  Should be just beyond those trees, Sir Alvin. 

SIR ALVIN  Good, I’ll be glad to get out of these woods. Full of creepy-crawlies and 
dangerous squirrels. 

SCABWELL  Squirrels, sir? Dangerous? 

SIR ALVIN  Squirrels are not to be trifl ed with, Scabwell. A single squirrel can eat a 
man whole. 

SCABWELL  Man-eating squirrels, m’lord? Wherever did you hear that? 

SIR ALVIN  I didn’t, Scabwell, I have seen them in my dreams! Terrifying, they 
were. 

SCABWELL  But, sir, just because you dream something…

SIR ALVIN Ah. Look, Scabwell, the villagers have come to welcome us. 
 Greetings good people of... 

SCABWELL  Thistlebottom. 

SIR ALVIN  Thistle...bottom? Thistlebottom. Greetings, greetings, greetings! 
 I am Sir Alvin the Brave and it is my distinct pleasure to 
 be invited to your most pleasant village. 

VILLAGERS  Hooray! 

1: Alvin and the dragon... 
or what does it mean to be brave?
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SIR ALVIN  Well, this is rather special isn’t it, Scabwell? Lining our route, cheering 
our arrival. I suppose I should be more used to it. I am, after all, a 

 celebrity to these people. Woahhh! What’s this now?

GWENDOLYN  Hello, Sir Alvin! What a thrill to meet you. I’m a really big fan. 

SIR ALVIN  Oh, well. Thank you. 

GWENDOLYN  Can I get your autograph? 

SIR ALVIN  Of course, do you have a quill? Who do I make it out to? 

GWENDOLYN  Gwendolyn. Think you’re ever so brave, Sir Alvin. 

SIR ALVIN  Oh, well you know...I think you’re rather brave too... 
 
GWENDOLYN  So cool and calm, considering. I don’t know how you manage it. I’d be 

terrifi ed to come and fi ght a dragon!

SIR ALVIN  Pardon? What’s that now? 

GWENDOLYN  You, coming here to fi ght that big scary dragon. So brave. I suppose 
that’s why they call you Sir Alvin the Brave! 

SIR ALVIN Now look here!

GWENDOLYN He’ll probably eat you alive, he will! If he doesn’t burn you to a crisp 
fi rst! Good luck, brave Sir!

SIR ALVIN  I say, Scabwell, did you hear what that fair maiden just said to me? 

SCABWELL  Something about fi ghting a dragon and dying a horrible death, like a 
crisp, sir? 

SIR ALVIN  What on earth is she talking about? I thought we were here for the 
usual kind of thing...a fete, a cake-baking competition..! 

MUD  Sir Alvin! Great pleasure to meet you, sir. Graham Mud, village leader. 
We’re all thrilled to have you here today. Big fans. Much appreciate the 
danger you’re putting yourself in on our behalf, the risk of serious injury 
or agonising death resulting from our fi ghting ‘our’ dragon.
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SIR ALVIN Wait! What? Hold up. STOP! What is all this about fi ghting a dragon? I 
was invited here as your special celebrity guest for a feast. Wasn’t I? 
That’s what I do. Go village to village attending parties, usually judge 
the loveliest cake competition. Occasionally there’s a funniest looking 
vegetable competition. Everyone has a jolly nice time and on we go to 
the next village to do it all over again. But at no point during the pro-
ceedings do I ever fi ght dragons. Where have you got an idea like that 
from? 

MUD  I’m afraid there’s no cake competition here, sir. We don’t even have an 
oven. We’ve no time for such festivity. There’s a dragon taken to living 
up there in the mountain above us. Been menacing the village. 

 Frightening everyone he is. Need him getting rid of. Slaying. That’s why 
we sent for the most bravest man in the kingdom. 

SIR ALVIN  Right? And what did he have to say then? 

MUD  Well, that’s you, Sir Alvin. Sir Alvin the Brave, that’s what they call you 
isn’t it? 

SIR ALVIN  Well, er... 

MUD  See, we had a village meeting and decided that none of us were brave 
enough to fi ght a dragon, when someone said how about that brave 
knight Sir Thingy the Brave. 

SIR ALVIN  Alvin. 

MUD  That’s it. So we sent for you. 

SIR ALVIN  Now, listen here, my good man. 

SIR ALVIN  What on earth was that? 

VILLAGER  That, m’lord, is the dragon. 

     ***     
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SIR ALVIN  Listen here good people of...er... 

SCABWELL Thistlebottom. 

SIR ALVIN  Thistlebottom. I appreciate your diffi cult situation regarding the dragon 
but regret to inform you that I do not slay dragons. If I did, then I’d be 
called Sir Alvin the Dragon Slayer. But I’m not, I’m Sir Alvin the Brave. 

VILLAGER  Begging your pardon, sir, but in that case I don’t quite understand why 
you’re actually called Sir Alvin the Brave. 

VILLAGER 2  Yeah and what you wearing that armour for if all you do is judge cake 
competitions? Is it in case a sponge cake attacks you? 

SIR ALVIN  Well, I just wear the armour to look cool. 

VILLAGER  Sir Alvin the Not-So-Brave! 

SCABWELL Sir Alvin the Brave is the name his lordship inherited from his family. It 
dates back many, many, many generations...all the way back to Sir 

 Peregrine the Brave (who really was actually, I believe, erm, quite 
brave.)

VILLAGER 2  Oh yeah, what would he make of this one? Sir Alvin the Scared. 

VILLAGER 1  He shouldn’t be allowed to fl ounce around the place calling himself 
‘brave’. That’s false advertising, that is! 

VILLAGER 2  Bet he doesn’t even know what the meaning of the word is. 

SIR ALVIN  How dare you! Of course I know what brave means. 

VILLAGER 1  Go on then, tell us! 

SIR ALVIN  Well, erm, I suppose it means something along the lines of handsome 
chap who enjoys cakes and fetes and all that sort of thing. 

VILLAGER  No, being brave is like when you do something you’re scared of. 

VILLAGER 2  Or standing up for what you believe in. 

  SIR ALVIN Look, I can’t go up that mountain to fi ght a dragon. It’s  
 dangerous.

 
  MUD Aye, sir. It is that. But Gwendolyn here will tell you why it’s  

  necessary. Tell him about Susie Peabody. 
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GWENDOLYN  We were picking wild fl owers up the mountain when we fi rst heard it. A 
terrible deep rumbling noise. We started hurrying back down to the vil-
lage. Then someone saw it. A huge dragon. Everyone ran for their lives. 
As fast as their legs would carry them. Everyone, that is, except for lit-
tle Susie Peabody. Susie somehow got left behind. 

MUD  There, there, it’s not your fault. 

GWENDOLYN  Later that day, the Dragon appeared at the edge of the village 
 clutching Susie in its claw. Taunting us. Watching us. 

SIR ALVIN  What did you do? 

MUD  Well, I went WHHAAAAAARRRRGGGHHHHHHH!!!!!!!!!!!! THERE’S A 
DRAGON AND IT’S GOT SUSIE! And then everyone else in the village 
sort of did the same. 

GWENDOLYN  Sir Alvin, you will rescue Susie, won’t you. You won’t leave her there all 
alone up that mountain with that big scary dragon. 

ALVIN Scabwell…er…

SCABWELL  Might be preferable to being called Sir Alvin the Scared from now on. 

SIR ALVIN  Right! Where’s my sword? 

SCABWELL  In its sheath on your belt. Where it’s always been! 

SIR ALVIN  Oh, yes of course. Right! Right! I’m fl ipping well going to go up there 
and sort that dragon out then! 

VILLAGERS  Hooray! 

SIR ALVIN  Right! Right this minute. I’m going, I’m really going. 

VILLAGERS  Hooray! 

SIR ALVIN  Actually, perhaps I should just nip to the... 

VILLAGERS  Ooooh! Boo! 

SIR ALVIN  No, no. I’m going! 

VILLAGERS  Hooray! Do it! Do it! Do it! 

      ***
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SIR ALVIN  This is ridiculous. Oh, Alvin, what have you got yourself into? Up here 
on this spooky mountain with its evil dragon. What’s that? A dragon? 
Going to eat me? Or breathe terrible fi re upon me. Pleeeease don’t eat 
me Dragon. I’ve got so much more to give. Oh, a just squirrel! ARGHH! 
Squirrel? Killer Squirrels! ARGGHHHH! 

DRAGON  It’s only a squirrel! Not going to hurt you. 

SIR ALVIN  Oh, yeah. That’s what you think...hang on a minute. Who...said...that? 

DRAGON  I did. 

SIR ALVIN  You’re a d-d-d-d-

DRAGON  Dragon? Yes, I am. Everyone says that when they see me. Nobody ever 
bothers to ask my name. Always too busy screaming and running away.  
Roger. My name. Roger, just in case you were wondering. 

SIR ALVIN  Huh? Roger? Roger the Dragon? 

DRAGON  That’s right, have you heard of me? 

SIR ALVIN  Oh, er, no, sorry. It’s just that it’s a bit of a funny name for a Dragon 
isn’t it? 

DRAGON  Is it? 

SIR ALVIN  I suppose I’d expected something a little bit more appropriate, some-
thing like...Scorcher. 

DRAGON  Oh, I see. So does your name suit you then? 

SIR ALVIN  Yes, well, gosh. You might have a point there. See my name is Sir Alvin 
the Brave and the embarrassing thing about it is that I’m, well, not very 
brave at all, as it turns out. 

DRAGON  So why have you come up here then? 

SIR ALVIN  Well, er, the people in the village wanted me to, Susie! Oh yes, I am 
here to rescue Susie Peabody. Now hand her  over! 

  DRAGON  Susie Peabody? Oh, right, here she is. Got her name   
   sewn  on the back. 

  SIR ALVIN  What? What’s this? It’s just a scruffy little rag doll.   
   Susie Peabody is a doll? 
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DRAGON  That’s right. Someone dropped it the other day. I took her back to the 
village but everyone just started screaming and fainting when they saw 
me so, I thought I’d better leave. 

SIR ALVIN  Oh, right. Well that was very decent of you. 

VILLAGER  Have you killed that nasty dragon yet? 

SIR ALVIN  Er...I wasn’t really coming up here to kill you. I’m not sure what I was 
actually going to do when I got up here. Sort of just got talked into it. 

VILLAGERS  Do it, do it, do it! 

DRAGON  See, how ignorant is that? Who are they to say I’m a nasty dragon? 
They’ve never met me. I might be a lovely dragon for all they know and 
yet they’ve taken it upon themselves to decide I’m nasty. Have I ever 
bothered them? Terrorised their village, scorched their underpants when 
they’re hanging on their washing lines? No. And now they’re sending 
people up here to get rid of me. Well, I might as well go down there and 
start acting like a nasty dragon. 

SIR ALVIN  Oh no, don’t do that. You wouldn’t really scorch people’s underpants on 
the washing line would you?

DRAGON  Well, no, I wouldn’t but some dragons would. They think it’s hilarious. I 
just think it’s mean, which is why the other dragons don’t want to hang 
out with me.

SIR ALVIN Well, I actually think it’s rather brave of you to, you know, do your own 
thing.

VILLAGER  Have you killed him yet? Scaredy pants? 

SIR ALVIN  No. And I’m jolly well not going to either. He’s a rather alright sort, 
 this dragon, and I don’t see any point in fi ghting with him. In fact, if 

any of you lot have a problem with him then you’ve jolly well got a 
problem with me too. Do you suppose you could create enough heat 
with your fi re breathing to bake a cake? 

DRAGON  I’ll give it a go. I like cakes. 

SIR ALVIN  Me too. Come on, Roger, let’s go down to the village.

THE END

7



School Radio  © BBC 2014www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

8



School Radio  © BBC 2014www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

9


