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Jack and the Beanstalk

Before	the	programme
•  Discuss the story so far. Was it a good idea for 
Jack to give Daisy the cow to the man he met 
in exchange for the magic beans? What was his 

mother’s reaction – was she pleased or not… and what was all 
the rustling outside the window? 

• Distribute copies of today’s song or project it so that all the 
class can see the words clearly.

What	we	will	be	doing
Learning	the	song	‘And	he	went	higher!’
• learning verse one – noting the high jumps and the low jumps

• learning the chorus – clapping in the rests

• learning verse two

• learning verse three

• listening to the next part of the story

Activities:	‘And	he	went	higher!’
• Recognise the high and low jumpy note patterns in each verse.

• Note the rests in the chorus and be able to clap in them. 

• Note the similar rhythms which happen in each verse – they  
are repeated. 

Follow-up	ideas
• Sing ‘And he went higher!’ again all the way through,  

making sure that you sing the high and low jumpy note 
patterns in tune. 

• Practise clapping in the rests in the chorus. Children need to 
clap together and in time with the beat of the music. 

• Note the ‘long, long, short,’ note patterns in each verse. 

• Recognise the strong beat and brisk tempo. Practise singing in a 
clear, precise way. 

Resource	unit
Music	activity:	‘And	he	went	higher!	‘

Focus:	singing	in	a	round
Children divide into two groups – group A and group B. They 
sing the first verse of the song in a round. Group A sings first, 
then group B comes in two lines later. They sing this twice.  

Follow-up	ideas
• Children swap parts so that group B is leading this time. They 

can also practise the round again, using one of the other verses 
of the song. 

• Listen again to the low to high and high to low jumpy note 
patterns in the first verse. In small groups, using voices or tuned 
percussion instruments, children create their own piece of 
music which has the title ‘Jack climbed up.’ They must try to 
include some jumpy note patterns (jumping from high to low 
or low to high) in their music and the rhythmic sound of Jack’s 
footsteps as he climbs. When listening to these as a class, see if 
children can spot if the note patterns are from low to high or 
high to low. 

Listening	music:	Carnival of  the animals. ‘Royal march of  
the Lion.’ Saint-Saëns,	Camille

Available to listen at:  
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vkn

Focus: high and low and music used to illustrate 

• This is part of a bigger piece of music, called The carnival of  the 
animals. It describes lots of different animals – such as elephants, 
kangaroos and even people with long ears! 

• This piece of music describes the lion. 

• Does it have a smooth, gentle rhythm, or a strong, jumpy 
rhythm? (It has a strong, jumpy rhythm.) 

• Are the dynamics loud or soft? (The dynamics are loud.) 
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Focus
• high and low

• jumpy note patterns

• rests

Main	song
• ‘And he went higher!’

Story	line
Jack has discovered the beanstalk 
which has grown from the magic 
beans and decides to climb up it.  
When he reaches the top, he finds 
an enormous castle and wonders 
who would live in such a place.

P r o g r a m m e

And	he	went		
higher!
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• Can children spot the part of the music which shows the lion 
roaring? (It is where the music runs quickly up and down and the 
notes are very close together.) 

• Is the music high or low here? (It is low, rather like the low growl 
of the lion.) 

• Perhaps children can think of how music might describe 
some other animals – e.g. fast music, with jumpy rhythms for 
monkeys; low, loud music with a very strong beat for elephants. 

 

Literacy	links
Year One

• Discuss how Jack is feeling as he climbs the beanstalk. 
What are the things that he is missing? You can use a 
volunteer to mime climbing the beanstalk and take it in 
turns to say out loud his thoughts – e.g. ‘I miss my mum! 
I miss Daisy the cow!’ Then ask children to describe the 
big castle that Jack sees when he gets to the top. The whole 
class can work together in a ‘Three, two, one, freeze!’ to 
make the castle – e.g. using their bodies to make door, 
windows, turrets. 

• Children can draw a picture of the castle and label parts of 
it – e.g. trap door, flag, bats. Underneath, they can write a 
sentence or two to describe it – e.g. ‘this castle is… big and 
dark!’

 Year Two

• Talk about what the children think the land Jack has 
arrived in looks like. Ask them to imagine that the castle 
is in front of them now and to describe what it looks like 
in detail. Write down all the descriptive words that they 
suggest. Children then do a piece of creative writing about 
the castle, as though they are Jack. They could start off 
with, ‘I stood in front of the castle. I felt scared etc.’ and 
then go on to describe it.


