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Jack and the Beanstalk

Focus
• accumulation song – making the 

musical phrase longer by adding 
to it

• singing different rhythms at the 
same time in three parts 

Main	song
• ‘Jack went to market’

Story	line
Jack goes to market where he has 
no luck selling Daisy. On the way 
home he meets a mysterious person 
who offers Jack some magic beans 
in exchange for Daisy. Jack is 
unsure of what to do…

Before	the	programme
•  Talk about what happened in last week’s story 
and how Jack and his Ma are very poor and there 
is nothing left in the house to eat. Jack’s Ma has 

decided that they will have to sell Daisy the cow. 

• Distribute copies of today’s song or project it so that all the 
class can see the words clearly. 

What	we	will	be	doing
Learning	song:	‘Jack	went	to	market’.
• learning verse one – singing with lots of energy and expression 

• learning chorus one – reaching up high for those top notes 

• learning verse two 

• learning chorus two

• learning verse three 

• learning chorus three

• learning verse four

• learning chorus four

• listening to the next part of the story

Activities:	‘Jack	went	to	market’.
• Notice how the noises that the animals make always have the 

same steady rhythm, apart from the final ‘wiggle, wiggle!’ of the 
little worm. This is a faster rhythm. 

• Notice how the animal noises in the verses are always on the 
same note. 

• Spot how the animal noises in the choruses are on notes that  
go down. 

• Notice how, in each verse, the words ‘happily’ and ‘everywhere’ 
have exactly the same jumpy low to high note pattern. 

• Children need to really concentrate and try to remember the 
order of the animals, as they add one more each time they sing 
the chorus. 

Follow-up	ideas
• Practise singing the whole of ‘Jack went to market’ from  

the beginning. 

• Practise singing and clapping the rhythms of the noises that 
the animals make. How is the last one – the wiggly worm – 
different? (It’s faster!)

• Can the children think of some of their own animals and the 
noises that they make? Can they create their own new verses for 
the song based on these animal noises?

• Practise singing the jumpy low to high note patterns of 
‘happily’ and ‘everywhere’, trying really hard to keep in tune. 

• Encourage the children to really concentrate and try to 
remember the order of the animals as they add one more each 
time they sing the chorus. They can practise singing the final 
long animal list separately. 

Resource	unit
Music	activity:	‘Jack	went	to	market’	

Focus:	singing	fast	and	slow	rhythms	and	dividing	
into	three	parts	
In the music activity, children divide into three groups then, led 
by the presenter, sing some contrasting fast/slow word rhythms 
– at the same time as each other, using words and animal sounds 
from the song. They build up three layers of sound in unison. 

Follow-up	ideas
• In small groups, clapping or using tuned or non-tuned 

percussion instruments, children make up their own ‘rhythm 
layer’ pieces. They can build these up, one player at a time – 
e.g. starting off with the first player playing the pulse, then 
adding different rhythms (some fast and some slow) over the 
top. They can perform these to the rest of the class. 

2
P r o g r a m m e

Jack	went	to		
market	

2



9

Jack and the Beanstalk

Listening	music:	Into the West. ‘Discovery of  India’. 
The	essential	Ravi	Shankar

Available to listen at:  
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g6vkl

Focus: rhythm layers 

• This piece of music is from a country called India. What do 
children know about this country? (Find India on a map). 

• It is played by a famous Indian musician called Ravi Shankar.  
He and his band are all playing traditional Indian instruments. 
(You could look at some pictures of Indian instruments). 

• Ravi is playing the sitar. This instrument is rather like a large 
guitar but it has seven strings and a big round back. 

• There are lots of different rhythms playing at once in this piece. 

• The main beat of the piece is played by small hand drums. 

• Is the tone of the music happy or sad?

• Is it slow or fast? (It is fast! And it has a strong, lively beat). 

• Children can clap along with the music, clapping the main pulse 
or beat. This has a ‘One, two, three, four,’ pattern. 

Literacy	links
Year One

• Talk about all the different animals that Jack sees at the 
market. Make a list of them and the all the noises they 
make. Fold a long strip of paper to make a zigzag book. 
Children label the first page ‘When Jack went to market, 
he saw…’ In the subsequent pages, they draw a picture of 
each animal that Jack saw and label it underneath. 

• Talk together about what sort of animals the children 
would like to see if they went to market. Make a zigzag 
book as above and on the first page, they write, ‘When I 
went to market, I saw…’ They then draw and label animals 
that they think of – these can be as imaginative as they like 
– e.g. a unicorn, a snake, a tarantula! 

Year Two

• Children make up their own market poem, starting with 
the title, ‘Jack went to market and what did he see?’ They 
then list the animals that Jack sees and the noises that they 
make – making up some of their own – e.g. 

 He saw a little cat. The cat said ‘Meow!’
 He saw a little mouse. The mouse said, ‘Squeak!’ 
 He saw a big lion. The lion said, ‘Rahh!’ 
 They could also add what they think the animals are trying 

to say – if only we could understand them… e.g.
 The cat said ‘Meow, Fish for my tea!’ 
 The mouse said ‘Squeak! Don’t eat me!’ 
 Children could also illustrate their poems.


