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NARRATOR: One of the biggest changes the Romans brought to Britain was peace. 
The tribes no longer fought each other. And, so long as they didn’t 
rebel, the Romans no longer fought them. They were happy to let the 
Britons live peacefully – just so long as they fulfilled two conditions.
The first was to hand over regular amounts of money...

 TAX MAN: Pay your taxes here! That’s it, sir, empty your pockets! The more you 
own, the more you pay...

 NARRATOR: The second condition was that – although they could stick with their 
own gods – Britons were supposed to worship the Roman gods and 
goddesses as well. This didn’t only mean unseen gods like Jupiter, the 
king and sky god; or Neptune, the god of the sea and Venus, the god-
dess of love. It meant a few others who’d been seen by lots of people...

PHYSICIAN: Good morning, Emperor. How are you feeling today?

EMPEROR: Terrible. Have you got my test results yet?

PHYSICIAN: Ye-es. Do you want the good news or the bad news?

EMPEROR: The good news.

PHYSICIAN: The good news is that you’ll very soon be a god!

EMPEROR: But....Emperors only become gods when they’re dead.

PHYSICIAN: That’s the bad news.

NARRATOR: When their emperor died, Romans believed he would take his place 
in the heavens amongst all the other gods. Gods and goddesses were 
worshipped in buildings called temples. A temple could be dedicated 
to one god or many and they could be found in every town. 
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NARRATOR: Towns were another big change that the Romans brought. They 
were built for soldiers and officials who decided to stay in Brit-
ain when they retired. These towns were like Roman towns, of 
course! They all had straight streets and neat rows of buildings. At 
the very centre was the forum, where public meetings took place. 
Next to the forum would be the building where government offi-
cials worked, called a basilica. Roman buildings could be very grand 
indeed, because the Romans were terrific builders. This was made 
possible by something they’d been the first to discover...

TEACHER: What do you think you’re doing, Maxima? This is a science practical, 
not a mud pie making session.

MAXIMA: I’m not playing, sir. I’ve made a discovery! Look. If I put some volcan-
ic sand in a bucket, mix in some lime and then add some water, you 
get...

TEACHER: A soggy mess.

MAXIMA: No, sir, it goes really hard.

TEACHER: Rubbish. Give me that bucket at once. My foot!

MAXIMA: I’m going to call it concrete, sir...

NARRATOR: Knowing how to make concrete and mortar – a mixture that 
helped stick stones together – enabled the Romans to build 

 everything from harbours to towns. Their building work began 
almost as soon as they’d successfully invaded. Their soldiers needed 
somewhere solid to live – and Roman forts were just that... 

MARCUS: Britannia Fort Number 17. Legionary Marcus speaking.

MUM: Marcus! Hello, love! It’s Mum! What’s it like in your new fort?

MARCUS: Nice and safe, Mum. It’s got a moat and high stone walls with watch 
towers.
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MUM: Oh, that’s good. And I hope they’re feeding you properly!

MARCUS: Yes, the fort’s got its own granary for storing food. It’s huge, ‘cos there 
are hundreds of us in here. We live in large huts called barracks, but 
inside it’s eight soldiers to a room. That’s not so bad. But when we go 
to the latrine – that’s the toilet block -  all eight of us have to sit side-
by-side!

MUM: Ah, that’s nice.

MARCUS: It’s not!

MUM: It is. It means you’re seeing lots of your friends! Byee!

NARRATOR: Telephones hadn’t been invented, of course, so worried mothers 
couldn’t really ring up their lonely Roman soldier sons. But they 

 certainly did send letters and parcels to cheer them up. Perhaps they 
popped in some toothpaste – another Roman invention. Not a very 
nice one, though: Roman toothpaste was made using urine!

     * * * * *

 The Roman forts were connected by a network of roads. Before the 
invasion there had only been rough tracks; but good, well-made roads 
were necessary to enable soldiers and equipment to move around 
quickly...

SATNAV: Good day. I am your new satnav complete with the latest guidance 
features. What type of roads do you wish to use?

DRIVER: Roman roads.

SATNAV: Very well. Route calculated. Drive straight ahead.

DRIVER: Right. How about turnings?

SATNAV: Searching map data. Turnings information absent.
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DRIVER: What? Corners, then! Bends!

SATNAV: Searching map data. Corners and bends information absent.

DRIVER: Curves! Zig-zags! Wiggly bits!

SATNAV: Searching map data. Curves and zig-zags information absent. Same 
goes for wiggly-bits.

DRIVER: Call yourself a satnav! What sort of road is so straight it doesn’t 
have turnings or corners or bends?

SATNAV: A Roman road. Powering down.

NARRATOR: Straight roads meant the quickest journey. They were made from 
gravel and stones, so they didn’t wear out. And they sloped from the 
middle to the sides so that they didn’t get flooded. And when a road 
had to cross boggy ground, the Romans stopped it sinking by build-
ing it on a foundation of sticks and sheepskins – taking the sheep 
out first, of course!

As towns grew larger, so did the houses. Wealthy Romans built big 
homes to show off their wealth. The largest of them were called 
villas, which had buildings arranged around an open courtyard or 
garden. After a while, rich Britons began to build villas as well. It 
must have been a big change from the small places they’d grown up 
in...

AGENT: Well, what do you think of your new Roman villa? All these rooms! 
How many did you have in your previous house?

OWNER: One.  A big one – but one.

AGENT: And here you have solid walls of stone and a tiled roof, instead of...

OWNER: Wooden walls, plugged with dung to keep the rain out. And a roof 
of straw.
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AGENT: Oh, and look outside.  A garden, full of beautiful flowers.

OWNER: Makes a change from our patch of cabbages.

AGENT: And finally, our top-of-the range feature: a hypocaust. You see that 
furnace against the wall? Hot air from the fire travels through spaces 
under the floor and warms up the whole of the house! We call it cen-
tral heating.

OWNER: Oh, we had central heating. Our fire was in the middle of the floor!

NARRATOR: Inventions to do with water... The Romans designed wonderful 
systems for bringing water into towns from far away rivers. They used 
pipes, tunnels and even bridges – called aqueducts. Water was needed 
for drinking, of course, and washing – both of which produce water 
that needs taking away again...

HEADMASTER: Ladies and Gentlemen – please welcome our guest speaker for gradu-
ation day: Julius Bung, from the drainage department!

DRAIN MAN: Young people, as you go out into the big, wide world, you’ll be won-
dering what job to get. Become a soldier perhaps? Or a government 
official? Why not do what I did – aim low, and get into drains! Drains 
are a wonderful Roman invention. We all produce waste water – 
whether it’s from washing or going to the loo – and it’s definitely 
better for it all to go down a drain than in to your sandals! So if you 
don’t mind being up to your waist in waste water go for a life in 
drainage! It’s work that’s definitely pleasing to the gods – because at 
the end of the day you often smell to high heaven!

NARRATOR: Towns and roads, houses of stone, central heating and drains. Nowa-
days we take them all for granted. But Britons had none of them 
before the Romans came. Clothes and food and pastimes were differ-
ent, of course. Britons had all those. But soon they were to become 
more Roman too...


