
Unit 3: Easter
The Donkey’s Tale

BEN Oh, hello everyone – Ben here. Now i’m somewhere a bit 
unusual today – I’m at a donkey sanctuary. It’s a place where 
people look after donkeys! I tell you what – come and join 
me!

 Hello everyone – today we’re visiting Abbey Hey donkey 
sanctuary in the north west of England.

 The donkey sanctuary is a very special place it looks after 
Donkeys who need care and it’s somewhere children can 
come and meet the donkeys. Find out about them and even 
go riding on them. 

 Let’s meet Robert, Kitty and Heather on their visit to the 
Donkey Sanctuary;

 So tell me has it been lots of fun riding donkey’s today?
 Yeahh
 And have you learnt anything?

 I’ve learnt that I should wash my hands and getting the soap 
on.

 So you’ve leant that when your hanging out with donkeys 
that you need to wash your hands afterwards. And what’s the 
best thing about coming to the donkey sanctuary?

 When we go on the donkeys and we go really fast.

 And what noise do the donkeys make?

 Eor eor

 They sometimes go eor do they?
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BEN Also with me is Debbie who runs the donkey sanctuary here. 
Debbie why do donkeys come here?

DEBBIE	 Donkey’s	come	here	because	they	are	young	fit	and	healthy	
and donkeys are brilliant with children. They love children.

 
BEN How do you look after the donkeys?
 
DEBBIE	 When	the	donkeys	first	come	we	keep	them	on	their	own,	get	

them use to the other donkeys that are here, we’ve got 24 
all together. We get them to go out into the grass, they have 
a  nice graze of the grass. They live in lovely straw stables 
but they don’t just sleep on the straw they eat the straw as 
well. So donkey’s like to eat their beds. If they aren’t going 
out	into	the	fields	and	they	need	a	bit	of	hay	and	in	winter	in	
particular they need their crunchy carrots and apples to keep 
their teeth nice and clean. 

 
BEN What for you makes a donkey a special animal?
 
DEBBIE	 Well	the	donkeys	are	really	really	pacifies	and	gentle	ani-

mals so they love children. And when they are working with 
children then they are really patient and it takes a long time 
for a child to decide they wanted to ride them, or if they are 
stroking them they don’t mind one child but they are quiet 
happy for a whole school of children, to come along and give 
them a stroke and a cuddle. 

BEN Being here with the donkeys today reminds me it’s nearly 
Easter. 

 Easter means a holiday from school of course…and it can also 
mean having lots of yummy chocolate to eat…but Easter is 
also a time when people remember the life of Jesus Christ…
during a special week which begins with Palm Sunday…and 
ends on Easter Day. Palm Sunday celebrates Jesus’s arrival in 
the city of Jerusalem and he made that journey – that’s right 
– riding on the back of a donkey. And our song today is also 
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about that journey…it’s ‘Trotting, trotting’ and it’s Number 
128 in ‘Come and Praise’…number 128…

SONG TROTTING, TROTTING

BEN Well sung everyone. With me still is  Debbie, of the donkey 
sanctuary. A donkey must be a very strong animal to be able 
to carry a human on its back…Is this something that donkey 
have traditionally been used for?

 
DEBBIE It is, that’s why here we use donkeys. They are used for all 

different kinds of things not just carrying people. They might 
be used for carrying bricks or twigs or sticks, things for peo-
ple needing to use around the place, but mainly for carrying 
people.

 
BEN I’ve noticed something special about the donkeys is that they 

all seem to have a cross across their shoulders. Is that some-
thing all donkeys have?

 
DEBBIE No it isn’t but it is true that donkeys around the are where 

jesus was being brought up and lived were the frist donkeys 
to be noticed to have the crosses. Not all donkeys do if they 
come from further away then they don’t have crosses.

BEN Our story today is about that special donkey – chosen to car-
ry a very important person all those years ago – though, as 
you’ll hear, this donkey doesn’t feel very special as the story 
begins. So make sure you’re sitting comfortably…to listen to 
the story of ‘Dan the donkey’…

STORY DAN THE DONKEY

BEN Well done Dan! A special donkey chosen for a very important 
job…

 Now we’ll spend a moment or two thinking about the things 
we’ve heard today…
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 We’ve heard about the important work they do at Abbey Hey 
Donkey sanctuary looking after donkeys in need of care…

 And we’ve heard about a special donkey…a donkey who made 
a very important journey two thousand years ago, carrying 
Jesus on his back…

 And how Easter is a time when we remember Jesus…a time 
which begins with Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem on the back of 
a donkey…

 Think now to yourself about how you’ll celebrate this Easter…
what will you do at school…and at home with your family.

 What will make Easter special for you…and what can you do 
to make it special for others…?

 We’re going to hear a short prayer now. If you’d like, you can 
make the prayer your own by joining in with ‘Amen’ at the 
end…

 Dear God
 Thank you for the life of Jesus.
 This Easter help us to remember his story.
 And to learn from all the good things he did.
 Amen.

BEN That’s all we’ve got time for today. So it’s good bye from 
me…and it’s also good bye from Debbie and the children. 
But, I’ll be back here again next time when we’ll be learning 
more about these amazing animals. Bye for now…
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