
Unit 2: Celebrating special days
Passover

BEN Hello everyone. Ben here.

 We’ve been thinking together about ‘special days’. And per-
haps you’ve noticed that many of the special days we’ve 
heard about are days when we choose to remember some-
thing from the past. There was St David’s Day – when we 
remember the life of the patron saint of Wales…

 There was Burns’ Night…when we remember the birthday of 
the poet Robert Burns…

 And there was another special birthday as well – the birth of 
the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him)…

	 Today	we’re	going	to	be	finding	out	about	another	special	
time – the festival of Passover – which will be celebrated by 
Jewish people living all around the world. 

 
	 But	first	we’re	going	to	sing	our	song.	It’s	‘God	is	watching	

over you’…and it’s number 7 in the collection ‘All about our 
school…’ Number 7

SONG  GOD IS WATCHING OVER YOU

BEN	 Good	singing	everyone!

 Passover – or ‘Pesach’ in the Hebrew language - is a Jewish 
festival	that	is	celebrated	every	Spring.	It	remembers	a	time	
which is written about in the Bible. As you’ll hear in the mid-
dle part of today’s story, that time was long, long ago…when 
the Jewish people lived in Egypt as slaves…and the Bible tells 
how they came to leave Egypt for a new land promised to 
them	by	God.	
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 And you’ll also hear in the story how each Passover festival 
begins with a special meal, called the ‘seder’ meal, which fol-
lows a number of rituals, or customs. So make sure you’re 
sitting comfortably for today’s story…which is called ‘The 4 
Questions’…

STORY THE FOUR QUESTIONS 

BEN So now we all know the answer to the 4 Questions…questions 
which are asked at the Seder meal to begin Passover. Listen-
ing along with us was my friend Leah. We’re about to visit 
her at home…are you ready for us Leah

CHILDREN Hello Ben, yes we’re ready

BEN Leah is from a Jewish family and she celebrates Passover 
each year. She has kindly agreed to let us visit her at home 
so that we can hear a bit more about what Passover means 
to	her.	So	Leah	–	over	to	you!

Leah  Welcome to our house, my name is Leah and these are my 
brothers and sisters. And this is my daddy. Passover is a re-
ally special time for the family and we really look forward to 
it each year.

 We get ready by going to buy all the special food for the Sed-
er and going on a treasure hunt for bread. Why do we do this 
daddy?

Dad Well we go for a treasure hunt for bread which we put around 
our house and we walk around with little feathers and poke 
around in to all the corners to find the bread and the reason 
why we do that is because Passover is all about getting all 
the children to ask questions and so we go searching around 
just like you search for the answer to a question. And we go 
to the shops to buy all the special food because we’re going 
to have a special meal with all the family called the Seder.

Leah  In our house we keep the special Seder plate hidden in a 
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special draw all year we only take it out for the Seder. The 
things we eat at the Seder meal are potato dipped in salt wa-
ter, bitter herbs, matzah and yummy apple dip.

 During the meal we tell a special story, daddy can you ex-
plain what the story is?

Dad  The story tells how our ancestors would release from slav-
ery in Egypt to being a long journey to find the land that was 
promised by god

Leah  I really enjoy pass-over because I get to ask lots and ques-
tions about Passover and being Jewish. Thanks for coming 
to our house to find out about Passover. Now it’s time to go 
back to ben in the studio. 

BEN Thanks very much Leah for letting us visit you today…

 Let’s think together now about some of the things we’ve 
heard…

 The Seder meal is a special family occasion that begins the 
festival of Passover…

 Like many festivals Passover is a time to remember events 
from the past…

	 …the	time	when	Moses	lead	his	people	out	of	slavery	to	find	a	
new, promised land…

 Think about an occasion that you choose to remember in 
your family…perhaps another festival – like Christmas - …or 
maybe a family birthday…

 Why is it important to remember that occasion and celebrate 
it?

  We’ll hear a short prayer now. You can make the prayer your 
own by joining in with Amen at the end…
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Dear God
 Thank you for festivals and celebrations.
 Help us all to enjoy special times with our families and 

friends.
 And to play our part in making those times really memorable.
 Amen.

BEN Thanks for joining me today…and thanks also to Leah for let-
ting us visit her to hear about Passover. Remember, you can 
find	out	more	by	going	to	the	website…the	address	is	bbc	dot	
co	dot	uk	slash	learning	slash	schoolradio	(all	one	word).	I’ll	
be	with	you	again	soon.	Bye!
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