
The Four Questions.
by Rachel Boxer.

It was Josh’s favourite time of year. Tonight, it would be Pesach– the fes-
tival of Passover – and as the youngest member of his family, he would 
have one of the most important jobs of all. As the family were gathered 
round the table, it would up to him to ask the Four Questions. He already 
knew what the answers were, but that didn’t matter. It was his special 
job to ask them – and he took it very seriously!
josh was helping Mum to gather all the special things that would be on 
the table for the special Pesach meal, and, as he did every year, he was 
rehearsing what would happen…..

Mum took a special plate out of the cupboard and polished it until it 
gleamed. She placed it carefully on the table, which she had already laid 
with a clean, white cloth. It wasn’t like any other plate that they owned….
it was a plate with a story, a story that they told at Pesach every year….a 
story that reminded them of God’s faithfulness to their Jewish ancestors, 
and to them. The plate had six special sections, and each different part 
reminded them of a different part of the story…….. 

Long, long ago, the Israelites people had been slaves in Egypt. Their 
Egyptian masters worked them hard and treated them harshly. The Is-
raelites were commanded to make bricks out of the red Egyptian sand – 
but with no straw: it was an almost impossible task! Life was hard…..and 
bitter.
Then God had chosen Moses,a teacher and a leader from among the Is-
raelites, to go to Pharaoh and demand that he let the Israelites leave  the 
land that God had promised them, a land where they could once more be 
free. But Pharaoh was cruel and stubborn, and refused to let them leave, 
so God had sent ten plagues to the land of Egypt, even pharaoh suffered. 
But the Jewish people were spared the plague pasted over their houses 
because God had told them to paint a cross on their doorposts, and to 
eat roasted lamb – and to remember this story for generations to come. 
Pharaoh was beaten and so the Israelites left Egypt for a new life of free-
dom, a freedom that they should celebrate every Pesach……

 “Zeroah!” Josh exclaimed, as he placed a small piece of roasted bone on 
the first section of the shiny seder plate. “The Passover lamb, which our 
people, the Israelites, roasted & ate as the plague passed them over.” 
Next Mum put a little dish of water on the table, took a bunch of green 
parsley from the fridge, and pulled off a few leaves for Josh to put on the 
plate.
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“Karpas!” Josh said “green leaves to dip in the salty water, a reminder of 
the tears of the Israelite slaves.” Mum went back to the fridge and came 
back with some more green leaves, lettuce this time, and a strange, nob-
bly piece of horseradish root. As she grated it, Josh’s eyes began to wa-
ter, and he quickly put it on the plate, with the lettuce opposite.
“Maror and chazeret” he sniffed “ – two more things to remind us of the 
bitterness and sadness of being a slave.” 
Next Mum chopped up apple, nuts, wine and spices. “That smells better,” 
beamed josh as he put it on the plate, 2and it’ll make the bitter things 
taste better too!” .
“Charoset – it looks just like the mortar the Israelites used to cement 
their bricks together. When we dip the bitter things in it will make them 
taste much better.” 

Finally Mum gave him a roasted egg to put into the last empty section of 
the plate. “Beitzah – the last thing – to remind us of the new life that god 
gave to our people when they left Egypt” josh said joyfully 
But the table wasn’t quite ready yet! There was not one, but four cups of 
wine – ‘One for each promise God made that our people, the Israelites, 
would be free,’ Mum said – and three pieces of matzah. “Just like the flat 
bread made without yeast that God told them to eat,” Josh remembered. 
“you mustn’t forget to lean on your left side when you eat it, Mum – ‘cos 
we’re not slave either, just like our people, the Israelites, when they left 
Egypt!”

And so, as night came, and the family gathered, Josh got to ask his im-
portant questions:
• Why is this night different from all other nights? Why is it that on   
 this night we may only eat  matzah?
• Why is this night different from all other nights? Why is it on this   
 night that we eat bitter herbs?
• Why is this night different from all other nights? Why is it on this   
 night we dip twice?
• Why is this night different from all other nights? Why is it that on   
 this nights leaning on our left elbow?

Those were the questions josh asked and now just like him you know the 
answers.
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