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Gemma:  Oh hello everyone how are you all doing today? Brimming with 
ideas? 

 I’ve just been telling my friend about an idea I had…well it actually 
started as a dream…and I took some inspiration from a few other 
places… but my friend still doesn’t quite understand me…

 What about you listeners have you ever had a really imaginative 
idea that other people didn’t seem to understand?

Listeners: It was see through shoes so I could see my foot at all times.
 The wackiest idea I ever had was nappies for dogs.
 Water proof underwear so I can go in the swimming pool with it.
 The wackiest intervention I ever had would probably be a comfy 

arm chair with a drink that pops out of the arm and pop-corn which 
pops out of the other arm and a TV that pops out of the front so 
you can watch a film and eat pop-corn and have a drink.

 A see through football
 An invisible clock
 The wackiest invention I’ve ever come up with was Ann Robinson as 

an android so you can say ask me this question because I know the 
answer.

 I would like to have robot teachers so you could make them do any-
thing you want and I would make they take us to an art gallery as a 
school trip and I’ve always wanted to paint the wall in an art gal-
lery.

Gemma:  There was someone who was alive five hundreds of years ago. Who 
made designs for a huge range of possible inventions including solar 
power, a type of calculator and even a helicopter?  Although rela-
tively few people understood his designs and few were constructed 
or were even feasible during his lifetime.

  You may already know of him… He painted the Mona 
 Lisa, The Last Supper…. Can you guess who I am 
 talking about yet? 

Listeners:  Da Vinci!

Gemma:     That’s right it’s Leonardo Da Vinci!

Programme 6: Heroes of Invention – 
Leonardo Da Vinci
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 Leonardo Da Vinci was born in Italy in 1452. He has been called 
‘The Renaissance Man’ due to his unquenchable curiosity and inven-
tive imagination. At the time people did not understand his techno-
logical ingenuity. However, today Leonardo is recognised as a gen-
ius.

 He was, are you ready for this… A painter, sculptor, architect, musi-
cian, engineer, mathematician, inventor, anatomist, geologist, car-
tographer, botanist, and writer. 

 Phew what a list!

 For much of his life, Da Vinci was fascinated by flight, producing 
many studies of the flight of birds, as well as plans for several flying 
machines, including a hang glider and a machine resembling a heli-
copter! 

Listeners:  I’ve always wanted to fly and I think it would be really cool because 
you could amaze people.

 I would really like to fly because of the experience for the fun of it.

Gemma:  Da Vinci took a lot of his inspiration from the natural world around 
him. His designs were all the result of years of studying and draw-
ing nature.

 It’s time for our story and listen carefully for an appearance by the 
great Leonardo Da Vinci himself…

STORY – TO FLY LIKE A BIRD. 

Listeners:  I think inventor get inspiration purely from their imagination by 
them thinking what could they can do to improve their everyday 
lives.

 I think some inventors get their ideas from creatures and nature, if 
you think about it birds can fly and I think that’s where they could 
have got the hand-glider from and the airplane 

Gemma: Another great source of inspiration is singing so why don’t we sing 
todays song!

 Its number 11 in All About Our School “Got a bit better”. Number 
11.

SONG: GOT A BIT BETTER

2



School Radio  © BBC 2013www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

School Radio  © BBC 2013www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

3

Gemma:  Today we’ve heard how like Leonardo Da Vinci our ideas might not 
always be understood by others…

 This doesn’t mean that they aren’t good ideas…

 Because like Da Vinci some ideas aren’t understood until years 
later…

 We’ve heard that inspiration lies all around us…

 Think now about a problem you are trying to find a solution for…

 Maybe you can take inspiration from those around you or the things 
we see around us…

 I’m very grateful that we can inspire and be inspired by others.
 I’m grateful that the world around us can teach us things that we 

thought we didn’t know, but in reality we could see in front of us all 
the time…

 That’s all we have time for today Together listeners…I hope you 
have been inspired by what we’ve learnt today and like in our story 
look forward to spreading your wings and flying someday…

 
 


