
This year i’m going to...
by Kate Stonham

When Ying, Leah and Amy met up at lunchtime next day, it was still raining.  ‘So how 
can we make 2013 even better than last year?’ asked Leah. 

‘I wrote down so many ‘I must do’s’ that I ran out of paper,’ said Ying.  ‘Just give us 
your top three,’ said Amy.  ‘OK, here goes,’ he replied….

‘When it’s warmer, I want to get a kite – a gold kite with a big red dragon on it.  Then 
me and my brother will climb up the biggest hill we can find and fly it from the top.’  
‘That’s sounds nice,’ said Leah.  ‘What else?’

Then in the summer I want to learn to cook, using vegetables grown on my dad’s al-
lotment.  I’m going to grow them, pick them and cook something really nice for my 
family and friends.  

And then when it starts getting dark and cold again, I want to learn ball room danc-
ing, like the cha cha cha, just like on ‘Strictly’…  Will you be my partner Leah?’

‘Er, yes OK!’ she replied, her face going red.  ‘My turn now…   

When spring comes, I want to get up really early, climb the tree in our garden and 
watch the sunrise.  

Then in the summer I want to learn to swim, and if I get good enough, maybe I can 
swim with a dolphin.  That would be so fab.  

Then in the winter time, I want to start a book club.  All the new friends I’m making 
at school can come round to my house, and we’ll read the same book, and we’ll talk 
about it!’  ‘Can I join’ asked Ying.  ‘Of course you can,’ she answered.

‘You’re quiet, Amy,’ said Ying.  ‘What are your ‘I will do’s’ for next year?  Amy fiddled 
with her hair and looked down at her shoes.  ‘Uh – I forgot about them…sorry,’ she 
muttered.

As the bell rang, she got up and hurried away.  ‘Strange,’ said Ying.  ‘I hope she’s al-
right,’ said Leah.

At the end of the day, Amy was picked up as usual by her older sister Chloe, and they 
walked home together.

‘Hi Mum, we’re home!’ cried Amy.  A woman with a big smile on her face was sitting 
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in a wheelchair in front of the TV.  ‘Did you have a good day at school, Amy love?’ she 
asked.  ‘Yes thanks, mum,’ she replied.  ‘Me and Chloe will start getting dinner ready 
– it’s chicken curry tonight.’ 

‘Oh, you’re such good girls,’ smiled Mum.  ‘I’d be lost without you and Chloe.’  

Amy’s mum had problems moving and needed a lot of help – even to eat her meals.  
Their father had a night job so he could help her during the day, but at 4pm he left 
for work so Chloe and Amy made the dinner and helped mum get to bed. 

‘Saturday tomorrow,’ sighed Chloe.  ‘Shopping for next week, cleaning the house… I 
want to help mum, but I get so tired with school too.’  ‘And me,’ said Amy.

On Monday it was still raining - but everyone in class was too excited to care.  Their 
teacher has just told them about a trip to a nature reserve!   It would be a long day, 
and the coach wouldn’t get back until 6pm.  

‘The first exciting event of 2013,’ cried Ying.  ‘You’re coming aren’t you Amy?’  ‘I 
can’t,’ she replied.  ‘I have to be home by 4pm.’ ‘Why?’ asked Leah.  ‘I can’t tell 
you…,’ said Amy.

There was a long silence.  ‘Yes, you can,’ said Ying gently.  ‘We’re your friends.’

‘Ok,’ said Amy at last.  ‘It would be good to talk about it…’  She told Leah and Ying 
about things at home and how much she had to help out.  ‘We hardly ever go any-
where nice because it’s so difficult for mum to leave the house,’ she said.  ‘Last year 
was only good because there was so much to watch on TV.’

‘It sounds like you don’t get much time to yourself,’ said Leah thoughtfully.   ‘That’s 
why I don’t have any ‘I will do’s’ for this year,’ replied Amy. ‘I’d love to go on the trip 
cos I love nature so much, but it’s impossible.

‘My mum’s a nurse,’ said Leah.  ‘She’s just got a job, but she has to wait a few weeks 
until it starts.  She could look after your mum the day of the trip, then pick you up 
at six and take you back home.  I’m sure she’d love to help.’ ‘Do you really think so?’ 
asked Amy.  ‘That would be fantastic!’

Sure enough, Leah’s mum was happy to help.  The day of the trip came, and for once, 
the sun came out.  The children watched birds through binoculars, went pond dipping 
and then did some fossil hunting on the beach.  Amy found a fossilised shell!  When 
they got back to school, Leah’s mum was there to take Leah and Amy back home.

Next day, the sun was still shining.  ‘What a brill trip,’ sighed Ying.  ‘Really brill,’ 
agreed Leah.  ‘Really really brill,’ laughed Amy.  ‘And we had some brill news this 
morning.   The council are going to make changes to our house so it will be easier for 
us to help mum.  We’re getting nursing help too.  Me and Chloe will have much more 
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free time.

‘Great - more time for your ‘I will do’s!’ cried Ying.  ‘Yes, I thought of some last night,’ 
smiled Amy – and I’ve got a lot more than three.  Here goes…. 

This year I want to take mum to the zoo and take photos of the gorillas, cos I love 
gorillas…  then I want to learn how to cook pizza, and make a collage out of pressed 
flowers, What else?  Oh yes, I want to build a sand castle so big we could all live in it, 
and I want to….  
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