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THE BUSINESS WITH 
THE BABY
By Rob John

The business with the baby hap-
pened when I was eight. I'm 12 
now so it was ages ago but I can 
still remember how it started. 

I came down to breakfast one 
morning and Mum said 'Sit down 
Jamie. We've got something really 
exciting to tell you.'

So I sit down and my mind's rac-
ing and I'm thinking...it's that new 
bike I've been going on about... 
they've got me the bike...or Dis-
neyland...maybe they've decided 
we can afford  to go after all...or 
maybe...

But before I can think of anything 
even more exciting than Disney-
land my Mum goes, 'I'm going to 
have a baby.'

'Isn't that brilliant,' says Dad. 
'You're going to have a baby 
brother.'

'Or sister,' says Mum.

'Yeah or sister,' says Dad. 'After all 
these years. Isn't that amazing.' 

'Yeah, amazing,' I say and I get up 
and go to my bedroom. I've got 
some serious thinking to do.

When I was about three or four 
I really wanted a brother. Even a 
sister would have been OK. I used 
to say to Mum, 'When am I going 
to have some brothers and sisters?' 
and Mum'd look a bit sad and say 'I 
don't know love. Let's just wait and 
see what happens.'

But nothing did happen. No babies 
turned up and after a while I got 
used to being the only one. It was 
OK. I had my own room with my 
computer, my telly my toys, my 
books. Everything was just mine, 
see. I didn't have to share stuff 
with anybody. Didn't have to share 
Mum and Dad either. They were my 
Mum and Dad and they belonged to 
me. Just me.
 
One day my Mum said to me 'It's 
going to be a girl. A little sister. We 
thought we might call her Katie. 
What d'you think?'

'Yeah, Katie... whatever,' I said and 
I went up to my room.

1



School Radio  © BBC 2012www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio

School Radio

Assemblies - SEAL themes

When the baby was born I had to 
go and stay with my nan. Nan was 
really excited. Like she'd won the 
lottery or something. 

'Just think, Jamie,' said Nan. 'In a 
few hours you're going to have a 
little sister. Things are going to be 
different in your house now.'

'Yeah,' I said. 'I know.'

But I didn't know. Until Katie 
came home I had no idea how 
awful babies are. New babies are 
rubbish. Honest. Their heads are 
too big, their eyes don't work 
properly and stuff comes out of 
their mouths all the time. At the 
other end you've got nappies to 
deal with...I don't even want to 
think about nappies. And babies 
don't sleep like normal people. 
Two o'clock in the morning the 
baby goes off like a giant pink 
alarm clock then there's no sleep 
for anyone for the rest of the 
night.

Another thing I didn't know about 
babies is they're a full-time job. 
Looking after the baby was all my 
Mum and Dad seemed to do. One 
day I came down for breakfast 
and found my Dad holding Katie 
and saying: 

'Bung a bit of bread in the toaster, 
Jamie. I've got my hands full here. 
Your Mum's asleep. She's had a ter-
rible night.'

Full-time job, see. No time for any-
thing else. No time for me.

I started to hate that baby. Till she 
came everything was nice and tidy 
and comfortable and Mum and Dad 
were always there for me. Now eve-
rything had changed. Everything 
was spoilt. One day I looked at the 
baby when she was sleeping and a 
bad thought came into my head. I 
wished something would happen to 
her. Something really bad.

And the next day something really 
bad did happen to her. When I went 
down in the morning I could see 
from my Mum's face that something 
was wrong.

'Baby's ill,' she said. 'Your dad's 
phoning the doctor.'

Next thing I know we're in the car 
driving to the hospital. Mum's hold-
ing Katie and crying. At the hospital 
doctors and nurses come rushing 
round and they take Mum and Katie 
away. 

'She's going to be alright?' I say to 
Dad.
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Dad says, 'We'll have to wait and 
see.'

I had to stay round Nan's house. 
Mum and Dad stayed with Katie at 
the hospital. It was horrible. This 
was all my fault for thinking those 
bad thoughts. All my fault for be-
ing selfish and hating the baby. How 
can you hate a baby? How can you 
hate your own little sister? What an 
idiot!

Didn't sleep all night. In the morn-
ing I told Nan I wanted to go back 
to the hospital. She wasn't keen but 
I told her that if she wouldn't take 
me I'd go by myself on the bus.

At the hospital Katie was in a spe-
cial unit for very sick children. I 
found Mum sitting in a corridor. She 
smiled when she saw me coming 
and I knew from her face that Katie 
was going to be OK. Mum hugged 
me and said, 'We got here just in 
time.'
 
Katie was in hospital for ten days. 
That's a long time. A long time for 
me to think...and to get ready. 

Things were going to be different 
from now on. I made Katie a prom-
ise. That baby was going to have a 
brother. A proper brother. 

I was going to look after her. 
Make sure that nothing bad ever 
happened to her again. And that's 
what I've tried to do.

Katie's four now. It's really inter-
esting watching babies grow up. 
They learn something new every 
day. I play with her all the time. 
Mum says no-one can make Katie 
laugh like me. Like if she's crying 
I pull this face and she just cracks 
up. Works every time. 

When Katie was born Mum told 
me how lucky I was to have a lit-
tle sister like Katie. Yesterday I 
heard her telling Katie how lucky 
she was to have a big brother like 
Jamie. 

That made me feel good that did. 
Made me feel really good.
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