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DAVID AND
GOLIATH
By Tess Morris

Now, it just so happened that down the
road there was a man called Jesse who had
eight sons. Most of his sons were strong
and brave and already in the army. But the
youngest one, David, was smaller - so he
helped his father at home by looking after
the sheep.

A very long time ago, there were two groups
of people known as the Philistines and the
Israelites. And they didn’t get along very well
at all. The Philistines lived on one mountain;
the Israelites lived on another mountain...
and all they talked about was fighting each
other.

One day, his father said to him: ‘David, I
need you to go and see your brave brothers
in the army. But you must be very careful,
because you’re not as brave as them.’
David knew he was just as brave, but he
kept quiet and the next morning he set
off to see his brothers. He had just arrived
when...

Now say hello to Goliath. Imagine him - a
man who is taller than any man you have
ever seen before, taller than any man in the
world in fact. Nine feet tall. Imagine that.
Then imagine how much he weighs. Probably
more than all of you put together...and then
a bit more. He’s got brass on his legs for
protection and a spear that’s even taller than
he is. He’s the biggest man you will ever see
in your life. And he’s on the Philistines’ side.

Crash! Bang! What was that? David looked
up to see Goliath, who was shouting down
at the Israelites again. ‘Hello, tiny ants! Why
have none of you tried to challenge me yet!
Come on, come and fight Goliath, don’t be
scared! Ah, ha, ha!’

Now listen to what he says to the Israelites:
‘I am Goliath! Hello down there! You look
very small! Like tiny ants! Which one of you
tiny ants is going to fight me, eh! I bet none
of you can beat me!’

Everyone - including David’s brothers - was
very very scared. But David wasn’t scared
at all. He said to everyone: ‘Yes, Goliath is
big, but God is bigger. Much much bigger. I
will challenge Goliath...and with God’s help I
shall defeat him’.

None of the Israelites wanted to fight Goliath. Even their leader, King Saul, said: ‘No
thanks!’

Of course, everyone laughed at him when
he said this. Little David fighting Goliath...
what a silly idea!

So who was going to stand up to Goliath?
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And they laughed even more when David
went to tell King Saul about his plans. But
David was determined and said to King Saul:
‘I know I’m small, but I am very brave. Goliath is bigger than me; but that doesn’t mean
I shouldn’t stand up to him.’

‘What do you want, little ant?’ he asked.
‘To challenge you!’ said David.
Then Goliath started to laugh again. And
laugh and laugh and laugh. Finally, when he
stopped laughing he said: ‘Now why would
you want to do that? Look at the size of
me, and look at the size of you!’

The King thought for a minute. ‘Hmmmmm.
Ok then young David,’ he said. ‘Go ahead
and challenge Goliath. But you must wear
armour, to protect yourself.’

But David just said again: ‘I am here to challenge you!’

‘No thanks!’ said David. ‘All I need is my
slingshot and five stones!’ And off David
went. A slingshot and five stones? How
could David beat Goliath with just that?
Well, I’ll tell you...

And suddenly Goliath was running towards
David...Boom, crash, boom, crash...running
like a big, slow angry elephant...
What was David going to do! He would be
crushed like an ant if he didn’t move out of
the way! But David didn’t need to move. He
just picked up his slingshot and one of his
five stones and he slowly took aim.

First of all, David looks up at Goliath and
says: ‘Goliath! Down here!’
‘Where?’
‘Here!’

The stone flew through the air...whooosh,
all the way up to Goliath...wait for it...
thwack!

‘Where?’
‘Here!’

Goliath started to tumble to the ground...
oh no...which way is he going to fall! He’s
falling one way...then another...then back
again...everyone, out of the way! BAM!

‘Oh, there you are! Sorry, you’re such a tiny
ant I couldn’t see you! Ha, ha, ha!’
‘I may be small like an ant,’ said David, ‘but I
am brave.’

The whole ground shook as Goliath, landed
flat on his face! Defeated by David and his
slingshot and stone! Goliath the big
elephant beaten by David - the tiny ant!

Now Goliath didn’t much like being answered back, so he stopped laughing.
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