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Anna: Hello I'm Anna Jones. 

 And that lovely music is called “Happiness” or “Alegria” in Portuguese, by 

Brazilian singer and songwriter Moises Santana. It’s typical of a lively style of 

music which is known as samba which is also a dance and closely linked to the 

annual carnival which takes place in Rio and other parts of Brazil. But what is 

carnival all about?  Well it’s probably one of the biggest parties in the world – 

for a few days each year the streets of Rio de Janeiro are full of people having 

a wonderful time. People who take part in the carnival parades prepare all year 

to make their costumes, learn the songs and dance the samba.  On a recent trip 

to Rio I went along to the Carnival Museum to find out more: As you listen try 

to answer this question. What can people see and do at the carnival museum?  

 

In the museum we have costumes from the old carnivals. People here can buy things from 

carnival and can wear costumes too and have a little fun.  

 

Anna: Well people, mainly tourists and visitors to Rio, can buy souvenirs  from the 

museum carnival, watch previous carnivals on television and even try on 

costumes. Well my colleague Carrie Dunton did just that – she tried on a 

carnival costume and here she is describing what she is wearing. What colours 

does she mention? What colours does she mention? 

 

I tried on a costume that had a lot of very bright orange and red feathers.  Huge headdress 

with feathers that came out maybe 2 metres on either side and you could wave the feathers 

around. And a nice gold headdress and then a dress made out of white and orangey colours 

and lots of gold beads all over it – it made you feel very special. 
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Anna: Carrie’s costume is very colourful. She mentions the following colours: orange, 

red, white and gold. It had lots of feathers and there was also a lovely gold 

headdress – a rather special decoration that goes over your head for decoration.  

The dress was covered with gold beads. How did the dress make her feel? 

Listen again 

 

And a nice gold headdress and then a dress made out of white and orangey colours and lots of 

gold beads all over it – it made you feel very special. 

  

Anna: Well the carnival dress made her feel very special. I asked Erico who made the 

carnival costumes. Try to listen out for the answer. 

 

The people from the community the people from the school they made it they made it –the 

made the costumes every year they made different ones – and there’s a lot of costumes – 

about 4.000 costumes. Yeah. 

 

 

Anna: Well he says that the people from the local community make the costumes. 

And there make about 4,000 in total each year.  These local people attend 

special schools known as samba schools where they make the costumes and 

learn how to dance samba in preparation for the carnival parade. Here’s 

Georgio, another member of the staff at the carnival museum to describe one of 

the most important members of carnival and what she is wearing. Who is she?  

 

She represents the school with the flag and she can’t let the flag fall down. Only the women 

carry the flag.   The flag bearer must have many, many feathers. It’s very, very beautiful 

isn’t it? It’s gold and red and purple. Yes. And she brings the colour of the school that she is 

representing. . 
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Anna: Georgio is describing the “flag bearer” in the parade. The flag bearer is the 

woman who carries the flag and it’s very important that she doesn’t drop the 

flag. The flag bearer wears many feathers and her costume is the same colour – 

as the colour of the samba school that she represents – in this case gold and red 

and purple.  

 

That’s all for now, goodbye 


