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Yvonne: I’m Yvonne Archer and this is a BBC Learning English ‘My Job’ special. 

Hello! In today’s programme, we meet Adel Soliman from Egypt. Try to guess 

what his job is by listening out for some key words and phrases in his clue… 

 

Adel Soliman 

You have to take quick editorial decisions to give the listeners the latest about it, the context 

of the story and to make sure that you are offering your listeners a first class service. 

 
Yvonne: We heard ‘quick editorial decisions’, ‘listeners’ and ‘the context of the story’.  

Did you guess what his job is? Yes, Adel is a News Editor.  He makes sure 

that the information in news stories is correct, balanced and fair, even when he 

has to make really quick decisions about them.  And the noun ‘listeners’ 

means that we’re talking about news on the radio.  With television, we talk 

about ‘viewers’, and with newspapers we talk about ‘readers’. Listen again for 

those key words… 

 

Adel Soliman 

You have to take quick editorial decisions to give the listeners the latest about it, the context 

of the story and to make sure that you are offering your listeners a first class service. 

 

Yvonne: Adel Soliman is Editor of the day programmes which are broadcast by the 

BBC’s Arabic Service.  He usually starts work at about 8 o’clock and before 

each morning is over, Adel has gone to as many meetings as some of us go to 

during an entire week!  But the meetings provide him with information about 

the world’s latest news stories and he needs that information to plan ahead. 
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Which example does Adel give of the type of news story that takes a lot of 

planning and how long does the planning take?  Also, try to work out what 

Adel means by ‘deployment of the staff’… 

 

Adel Soliman 

Sometimes you plan, like, six months ahead when it comes to major stories like the American 

elections or big events which will require some deployment of the staff in the region and you 

have to work on these kind of stories early enough to make sure that you’ll have good 

coverage.  

 

Yvonne: So news about the American elections would take about six months to plan for.  

And ‘good coverage’ will help listeners understand what’s really going on.  

Adel says that needs ‘some deployment of the staff in the region’.  Did you 

work out what that means?  Staff in the region – America - would be sent to 

the areas where the story is actually happening.   

 

Adel Soliman 

…which will require some deployment of the staff in the region 

 

Yvonne: The word ‘deployment’ is often used to talk about military operations and 

sending troops to where they’re needed. Why not listen out for ‘deployment’ 

when you next listen to the news?  

 

 As News Editor, Adel Soliman is the one who decides if or when we should 

hear about new and important stories on the Arabic Service’s day programmes.  

He has to be absolutely sure that the information is correct and decide whether 

it’s important enough to interrupt or change the regular programme.  

Hmmm… ‘a really difficult and nerve-wracking job’, you may well think.  

But does Adel enjoy it? 
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Adel Soliman 

It is exciting of course, but with lots of pressure and I don’t feel bored at all because I don’t 

have a minute to spare to do many things.  But following the news is a hard thing, but this is 

our job, our life – we love it! 

 

Yvonne: Well, that’s a definite ‘thumbs up’ from Adel, despite all the ‘pressure’ and 

having no time to spare – as he put it, he doesn’t ‘have a minute to spare’… 

     

Adel Soliman 

I don’t have a minute to spare.  But this is our job, our life – we love it!  

 

Yvonne: But surely a News Editor can’t have a perfect day every day? 

 

Adel Soliman 

Not every day you feel fine.  Sometimes, you know, things go wrong.  Sometimes things, 

you know, do not go the way you want them to go, and this of course, will come back again in 

our feedback. 

 

Yvonne: So feedback lets him know what other people thought of the programme – and 

of course, it’s a way of learning how not to make the same mistakes again.  

And at the end of each busy day, Adel still has another important job to do…  

 

Adel Soliman 

You know, I have two daughters and because they are away from Egypt and learning Arabic, 

I divide the job between me and my wife to teach one of my daughters Arabic. 

 

Yvonne: Whew – the life of a busy News Editor - and a busy dad! 

 

 Now here’s a quick recap of some of the language we heard which you could 

use to talk about your own job: 
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To talk about your working hours, why not begin by saying: 

  “I start work at…’ and then say what time, 8 o’clock, for example... 

 “I start work at 8 o’clock” 

If it’s extremely busy, you could say… 

 “I don’t have a minute to spare in my job.”  

If you’ve got lots of deadlines to meet you could say… 

“There’s lots of pressure in my job.” 

And that’s all for today.  Goodbye! 

 


