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Yvonne: Hello I'm Yvonne Archer and this is Weekender. 

 Now today is a rather sad day for one of London’s old friends… 

 

 Yes, the famous red London bus, officially called The Routemaster, is being 

replaced by modern buses.  Like Big Ben, Buckingham Palace and the red 

telephone box, the red Routemaster bus has become a symbol of London.   

 

 They first arrived on London’s streets in 1959 to replace the trolleybuses, which 

were powered like a tram - by overhead electric cables.  In fact, my father used 

to drive trolleybuses and went on to drive the new Routemasters when they 

arrived almost 50 years ago.   

 

 Later on, it was always a special treat for me to go to work with my dad to see 

all the sights of London.  And the Routemaster became such a star that it was 

even featured in Britain’s first Elvis Presley type film “Summer Holiday” 

starring Cliff Richard.  But some people aren’t sad to see the back of the 

famous red bus… 

 

Darren Johnson 

They cannot be a serious part of a modern public transport system. 

 

Yvonne: Darren Johnson from the Green Party explains why he believes Routemasters 

are no longer a suitable form of transport for London.  Try to catch the two 

main reasons as we hear from him… 

Darren Johnson 

10% of Londoners can’t even get onto a Routemaster; older people, disabled people, people 

with buggies – it’s a real, real problem.  And also they’re dangerous.  You’re 5 times more 

likely to have an accident on a Routemaster than on any other sort of bus. 
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Yvonne: The hop on, hop off platform at the back of the Routemaster bus makes it a 

convenient form of transport for passengers.  But as we heard, sadly, such 

features also make the bus five times more dangerous for passengers than any 

other type of bus.  And the other main reason is that a public transport system is 

for everyone but as Darren said, about ten percent of Londoners can’t actually 

get onto the Routemaster bus – they’re inaccessible to them.  Who are the three 

different types of people Darren mentions who find the Routemaster 

inaccessible? 

 

Darren Johnson 

Older people, disabled people, people with buggies – it’s a real, real problem.   

 

Yvonne: Older people and disabled people find it difficult to get onto the bus –especially 

as the platform is quite high up off the ground.  But who are ‘people with 

buggies’?  Did you manage to work that one out?  Buggies are a type of light, 

folding chair on wheels that parents push their small children around in.  And 

like wheelchairs, it’s not really possible to get buggies up onto the 

Routemaster’s platform. 

 

 After today, there will still be a few Routemasters on the Heritage Routes – 

special journeys that will mostly be taken by tourists. But my mother was a bus 

conductress in the 1960s and her role always involved much more than just 

selling bus tickets.  So it’s sad to think that there will be very few bus 

conductors and conductresses left after today.  Steven Pound, who’s now a 

Labour MP in London, explained what his job involved when he worked as a 

bus conductor.  Try to spot the reason why Steven loved his job so much… 

 

Steven Pound 
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I just loved being a conductor because it was like being a mobile social worker, basically.  You 

spotted the runaways, you helped the people with their shopping, you helped them on and off 

with their babies.   

 

Yvonne: Steven loved being a bus conductor because he enjoyed helping people.  He said 

he was like ‘a mobile social worker’ – someone who helped other people while 

he was travelling around.  And you could use that word ‘mobile’ to talk about 

other types of jobs, for example, a mobile mechanic or a mobile vet. 

 

Steven Pound 

I just loved being a conductor because it was like being a mobile social worker, basically.   

 

Yvonne: And Steven specifically mentioned the ‘runaways’.  Runaways - sometimes 

called missing children – suddenly leave home and don’t want to go back but 

definitely need to be found.  So conductors even helped with the safety of 

children.  But how else were conductors helpful to passengers?  Why not think 

about that after today’s programme. 

 

  Well let’s hope that all those people who don’t live in London, but have been 

buying the old Routemaster buses, will give our dear old friends a good home!   

 That's all from Weekender. Goodbye. 

 

 
 


