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SUNDAY WORSHIP – RADIO 4
ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL – 12th December 2010 (Advent 3)
PLEASE NOTE: This script cannot exactly reflect the transmission, as it was prepared before the service was broadcast. It may include editorial notes prepared by the producer, and minor spelling and other errors that were corrected before the radio broadcast.

It may contain gaps to be filled in at the time so that prayers may reflect the needs of the world, and changes may also be made at the last minute for timing reasons, or to reflect current events.

R4 Opening anno
It’s ten past eight and time now for the third of our Advent Sunday Worships which comes live from Pembrokeshire in South West Wales. The preacher is the Bishop of St. David’s, the Right Reverend Wyn Evans and the service is led and introduced by the Dean of St. David’s, the very Reverend John Lean.

Item 1:  WELCOME – The Dean 
Welcome to St Davids Cathedral as we consider the theme ‘Miracles for City People’.  During this season of Advent we have been visiting cities across the United Kingdom and today you join us in Britain’s smallest city where St David founded his monastery in the 6th century.  This beautiful medieval Cathedral, nestling in a valley, continues to be a place in which visitors and pilgrims encounter the miraculous love of God.  This morning we remember with thanksgiving the greatest miracle of all time, when the angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she is to be the mother of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Item 2: HYMN – CONGREGATION & CHOIR – Come, Thou Redeemer of the earth (Puer Nobis Nascitiur) 

	Come, Thou Redeemer of the earth,
And manifest Thy virgin birth:
Let every age adoring fall;
Such birth befits the God of all.


	Begotten of no human will,
But of the Spirit, Thou art still
The Word of God in flesh arrayed,
The Saviour, now to man displayed.



	The virgin womb that burden gained
With virgin honor all unstained;
The banners there of virtue glow;
God in His temple dwells below.


	*Forth from His chamber goeth He,
That royal home of purity,
A giant in twofold substance one,
Rejoicing now His course to run.


	*From God the Father He proceeds,
To God the Father back He speeds;
Runs out his course to death and hell,
Returns on God’s high throne to dwell.


	*O equal to the Father, Thou!
Gird on Thy fleshly mantle now;
The weakness of our mortal state
With deathless might invigorate.


	Thy cradle here shall glitter bright,
And darkness glow with new-born light,

No more shall night extinguish day,
Where love’s bright beams their power display.


	Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee

Eternal praise and glory be,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit, evermore. Amen. 


Item 3: OPENING PRAYER – The Dean

Let us pray - 
Lord Jesus,
We praise and bless your holy name and open our hearts to receive you.  
Cleanse our thoughts, purify our actions and enable us to be your image in the world.  
Strengthen in us the resolve to be committed to you and to all people, by sharing the life that you brought into the world full of grace and truth.  
Enable us by your own spirit to worship you faithfully that in our praise and thanksgiving you may be given the honour you truly deserve.  
In your holy name and in the power of your spirit,
Amen 

Item 4: OLD TESTAMENT READING - Isaiah 35:1-10  – Mrs Katherine Pearce
The Old Testament reading is taken from Isaiah chapter 35 where Isaiah foretells that the City of Zion will be restored, and with it the restoration of its people and the fulfillment of Gods promises of peace and joy.  

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
   the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
   and rejoice with joy and singing.
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
   the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands,
   and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
   ‘Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
   He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
   He will come and save you.’ 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
   and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool,
   and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
   the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there,
   and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
   but it shall be for God’s people;
   no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 
No lion shall be there,
   nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
   but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
   and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
   they shall obtain joy and gladness,
   and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

Thanks be to God.

Item 5: LINK – The Dean 

The Cathedral Choir will now sing verses from Psalm 50.  This psalm of instruction tells us of Christ’s coming and it reflects upon God’s call to all people to be righteous in his sight.  Following the psalm we will welcome the Right Rev’d J Wyn Evans, Bishop of St Davids, who will deliver his first address.  


Item 6: CHOIR - PSALM 50:1-6 (Chant: James Turle)  

1 The Lord, even the most mighty God, hath spoken: and called the world, from rising up of the sun unto the going down thereof.
2 Out of Zion, perfect in her beauty hath God shone forth in glory.
3 Our God shall come and shall not keep silence: there shall go before him a consuming fire, and a mighty tempest shall be stirred up round about him.
4 He shall call to the heaven above: and to the earth beneath, that he may judge his people.
5 ‘Gather my faithful together unto me: those that have made a covenant with me with sacrifice.’
6 And the heaven shall declare his righteousness: even that God himself is judge.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen



Item 7: ADDRESS 1 – The Bishop

Words from our first reading - Isaiah 35: A highway shall be there and the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing.

I was on my way back to St Davids last summer; and I was certainly not singing on the highway. It was the sort of fine day that you might want to sing on the highway. But not this day; and not this highway. Getting out of the city; getting home; and in a decent time: That was the intention. 

It was little short of miraculous that we got home in the daylight or so I felt at the time. I exaggerate. But miracle was not the word I thought of. For anyone stuck on the M25, as I was on that fine Saturday morning, motorways are the last example of miracle that would come to mind – and that’s a feeling shared by many at this time of year in the present wintry weather.  Life goes on hold. And given that the M25’s purpose is to avoid a major city, then miracle would not be the word I would want to use with regard to a city either.

And yet when I think about it, cities are a miracle. And, to be fair, when they were first constructed in the UK, motorways were hailed as a miracle of civil engineering which allowed easy communication between places and peoples far apart; they brought the future nearer. 

Cities were seen as representing the high point of the human spirit in terms of altruism and cooperation and collaboration. The Greeks, as always, had a name for this: Polis. And politics developed, civilisation developed, economics developed, in the small city states which dotted the Mediterranean and the Middle East. They were linked to other cities by networks which brought the future into the present. 


Well, I am not sure that Isaiah, visionary though he was, would have agreed with seeing the city as the miracle which made the future present; even though he was speaking with the megalopolis, the great city, of his day in mind. Babylon the great, one of the wonders of his world: an example of what the future could be like with its hanging gardens and great empire; and at the centre of a network of highways. 

At this time, however, neither Isaiah nor his people were feeling much sense of the miraculous; or any sense of the future. They certainly did not feel part of  any miracle, cultural, political or economic. They were in exile, away from their own land; away from their own city; and away from the miracle which had brought them not just their own city but their own land and their own temple. 

But now that miracle seemed so long ago. Its effect had faded and they were in  exile. They did not want any part in the Babylonian miracle. They wanted their own. They wanted back to the city of Zion where the best and endeavours of humankind had been an expression of the mind of God. 

The problem was that they had forfeited the miracle. They had come to believe that the miraculous success of that small city of Zion had come about through their own efforts alone. And they had discovered that not to be the case. They had found out the hard way that their success, their very life as a nation depended on the miracle of their relationship with God. They had lost everything, land and city and temple and life. Their world was broken and their vision shattered. It would indeed take a miracle to take them out of that state of mind let alone back to Zion. 

Then the miracle happens. Isaiah sets before them the vision of hope. A highway of hope, no traffic jams or gridlock, but back to Zion and back to life; the brokenness of their world and their spirit healed. They would be free again; travelling back to their miracle city; heading miraculously back to their future. 

Item 8: CHOIR - ANTHEM – One Thing have I Desired of the Lord (Herbert Sumsion) 
One thing have I desired of the lord which I will require: 
ev’n that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and to visit His temple. 

Item 9: LINK – The Dean 
Herbert Sumsion’s anthem One thing have I desired of the Lord, which expresses the Christian longing for God leads us to our second reading.

Item 10: NEW TESTAMENT READING – Luke 1:26-38 – Rev Canon Dorrien Davies
We read from the first chapter of St Luke’s gospel where St Luke tells us of the miracle of the incarnation – the birth of Jesus - and Mary’s positive response to the will of God. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 

Thanks be to God.

Item 11: LINK – The Dean
Now the choir will sing the anthem Angelus Ad Virginem which recalls the visitation of the Archangel Gabriel to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

Item 12: CHOIR - ANTHEM – Angelus Ad Virginem (Melody c. 1250 – arr. Andrew Carter) 
Angelus ad virginem, Subintrans in conclave, Virginis formidinem Demulcens, inquit, “Ave! Ave, regina virginum; Coeli terraeque Dominum Concipies, Et paries Intacta Salutem hominum; Tuporta coeli facta, Medela criminum.
Quomodo conciperem Quae virum non cognovi? Qualiter infringerem Quod firma mente vovi? Spiritus Sancti gratia Perficiet haec omnia; Ne timeas, Sed gaudeas, Secura Quod castimonia manebit in te pura Dei potential.
Ad haec virgo nobilis Respondens inquit ei: Ancila sum humilis Omnipotentis Dei. Tibi Coelesti nuntio, Tanti secreti conscio, Consentiens, Et cupiens Videre factum quod audio; Parata sum parere, Dei consilio
Eia mater Domini, Quae pacem reddidisti, Angelis et himini, Cum Christum genuisti, Tuum exora filium, Ut se nobis porpitium, Exhibeat, Et deleat Pecata: Praestans auxilium, Vita frui beata Post hoc exilium. Deo Gracias, Deo. Gracias. 

Item 13: ADDRESS 2 – The Bishop 
That marvellous traffic free highway, which the Prophet Isaiah proclaimed in our first reading, led back to the future. It led to Zion, once and future city. But it did not end there. That miraculous journey was not over. In time, it went further and came to another little polis, another little city, in many ways rather like this small city of St Davids. It was called Nazareth. Here God gave hope and light and life and a future to his people and to his world. 	
 
Miracles are to do with the future. They open up possibilities which lift people out of despair and set them on the road to life. Miracles are to do with life; and life recovered. That is what Isaiah set before his people, and got them moving on the right road back to wholeness and healing. 
This is what God was doing in the Annunciation. No elaborate cities; no temples, no glorious highways disclosed his intentions of love and mercy and justice and peace: all the things he had intended human beings to live when he created us. Instead: all of that embodied in this child.

In the Annunciation, we experience God’s great miracle of healing, which brings back life not just to Isaiah’s people but to the whole of humanity. That process begins with the Annunciation; goes on through Christ’s Incarnation, Crucifixion and Resurrection.  God reveals himself through the ordinary human life of Jesus of Nazareth, just as he did through the human lives of the exiles returning from Babylon. The new life they experienced is the eternal life of God as he reaches out to his people and to his world. 
The Annunciation is God’s way of reaching out to us in order to banish darkness and despair and brokenness; just as he did through the words of Isaiah so many centuries before: just as he does when Gabriel comes to Mary and says to her: the Lord is with you.

Jesus Christ’s coming into the world is God’s way of being with us, to end the disorder which human sin has brought to his world.  And he does so in and through the birth of a child. In that ordinary event, God shows us that he is about hope and life and a future. Here God reaches out to heal a world which is broken and mired in despair and anxiety. In the Incarnation, God stays with us in his son to see through that process of healing so that we can enjoy the freedom of the heavenly city. 

Such an ordinary event, through which the power of God is experienced as active and life enhancing - and that is  quite a useful definition of miracle - is transfigurative and transforming. Miracles suddenly and clearly reveal what underpins and underlies this world; what gives it meaning and purpose; and that meaning and purpose abide in the ordinary; in the every day streets of the city and the highways which lead in and out of it.

And it does not stop there, because Mary’s yes to God means that we have to say yes to God too. We have to let him reach out through us and our lives so that we disclose his presence and his power. Just as in that helpless child we are to expect God to be present and reaching out to his world. We too are to exercise God’s peace, his love and justice and mercy to bring hope and healing to the world we live in. As this child inhabits our lives, as he lives in us, we too, even in gridlocked cities and highways jammed with traffic are called to be miracles, signs of the reign and the kingdom of God.

Item 14: HYMN – CONGREGATION & CHOIR City of God, how broad and far (Richmond) 
City of God, how broad and far
outspread thy walls sublime!
The true thy chartered freemen are
of every age and clime. 

2.  One holy Church, one army strong;
one steadfast, high intent;
one working band, one harvest song,
one King omnipotent.

3.  How purely hath thy speech come down
from man's primeval youth!
How grandly hath thine empire grown
of freedom, love and truth!

4.  How gleam thy watch fires through the night
with never fainting ray!
How rise thy towers, serene and bright,
to meet the dawning day!

5.   In vain the surge's angry shock,
in vain the drifting sands;
unharmed upon the eternal Rock
the eternal City stands. 

Item 15: PRAYERS –  Rev’d John Bennett & Mrs Margaret Morgan
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus we thank you for the miracle of your birth, that you are the Word made flesh, God with us.  We thank you that you were miraculously conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary your mother.  We honour her today and praise you for her willingness to be your servant and her submission to your perfect will.  Lord, give us grace to listen to your voice and be obedient to you.  May our hearts echo the words of Mary: ‘Let it be with me according to your word’.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

Lord we pray for your church as we reflect once again on the wonder of your incarnation.  May we ponder the mystery of your birth in a way that leads to greater devotion to you, that leads to joyful celebration of your gift to us and that leads to proclaiming to a broken and hurting world the good news that a saviour has been born who is Christ the Lord.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

Father, as we enjoy the freedom to worship you, we pray for those whose freedom is limited and who are persecuted for their faith.  We stand in solidarity with them as our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Protect them Lord, we pray and give them the courage and strength to follow you and to worship you.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

Lord we pray for your miraculous power to be at work in the nations where there is warfare and violence, where there is injustice and oppression, where rulers show little regard for human dignity.  We pray, in the words spoken by Mary, that you will scatter the proud and arrogant, that you will dislodge evil rulers from their positions of power and that you will lift up the humble and provide good things for the hungry.  Help us your people to cooperate with you, that we may be part of the miracle of transforming your world.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

Father God, we pray for the miracle of your love to be at work in the lives of those who are sick or suffering or in any kind of need and in the silence of our hearts we bring to God those we know who need our prayers…  Lord touch the sick with your healing love, bring your comfort to those who are bereaved, your peace to those who are anxious, your strength to those who are weak, your hope to those for whom life seems worthless.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

Lord we look to the day when your miraculous power will make all things new, when the cities of this earth will be places of peace and love and joy, when there will be no more death or suffering or pain.  Lord, fill all our hearts, we pray, with this glorious hope.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

We sum up all our hopes and prayers in the words our Lord himself taught us:

ITEM 16: THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name
thy kingdom come
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.  Amen.






Item 17: LINK – The Dean 

The anthem There is no rose reflects upon Mary’s openness to the will of God and how through her faithfulness the world can share in the joy of knowing our Saviour Jesus Christ.  


Item 18: CHOIR - ANTHEM – There is no rose (John Joubert) 

There is no rose of such virtue 
As it is the rose that bare Jesu: Alleluia. 

For in this rose containèd was 
Heav’n and earth in little space: Resmiranda. 

By that rose we may well see 
There be one God in Persons Three: Paresforma. 

Then leave we all this wordly mirth
And follow we this joyous birth: Transeamus.

Item 19: LINK – The Dean 
Thank you for joining us this morning at St Davids Cathedral.  Our final hymn proclaims the relevance of Christ the King to all the people of the world - in cities, towns and villages and of the importance of making our hearts open to him – Come, thou long-expected Jesus.  






Item 20: HYMN – CONGREGATION  & CHOIR Come, thou long-expected Jesus (Cross of Jesus) 

1.  Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

2.  Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art:
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart.

3.  Born thy people to deliver,
born a child, and yet a king,
born to reign in us for ever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4.  By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.










Item 21: BLESSING – The Dean 

BLESSINGS


DURATION

1
May the God of miracles enrich your lives and the lives of those who love him. May his gracious goodness be poured on the Cities of the World and the needs of their inhabitants.  + [Amen]


2

 May the Holy City, the New Jerusalem inspire us to strive in God’s ways so that we may make our eternal home with Him.  Inspired by the message of the Angel Gabriel may we also proclaim to the world the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. + [Amen]



3

The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you always. Amen.


Item 22: ORGAN VOLUNTARY

ITEM 23: Closing anno from Radio 4
OUT WORDS:   Sunday Worship came live from St. David’s Cathedral in Pembrokeshire and was led by the Dean, the Very Reverend Jonathan Lean.  The preacher was the Bishop of St David’s the Right Reverend Wyn Evans and the Cathedral Choir was directed by Alexander Mason.  The organist was Simon Pearce and the producer was Sian Baker.
The award winning choir of Methodist College Belfast feature in Sunday Worship next week.

