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Please note:

This script cannot exactly reflect the transmission, as it was prepared before the service was broadcast. It may include editorial notes prepared by the producer, and minor spelling and other errors that were corrected before the radio broadcast.

It may contain gaps to be filled in at the time so that prayers may reflect the needs of the world, and changes may also be made at the last minute for timing reasons, or to reflect current events.


Radio 4 Opening Announcement:
BBC Radio 4.  ‘All in his Service’ is the theme of our Sunday Worship now from The Old Palace in the parish of West Tarring, Sussex, and comes on the Royal School of Church Music’s ‘Music Sunday’.  The service is introduced by the RSCM’s Director - Lindsay Gray - after the opening hymn: ‘Praise, my soul, the king of heaven’.

1. HYMN: PRAISE MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN		





2. LINDSAY GRAY:     						

Welcome to The Old Palace, part of the parish of West Tarring near Worthing.  The building dates from the 13th century, and local legend has it that, in those days, St Richard of Chichester was welcomed to this hermitage, at a time when he was exiled from the city.  The Rector then was Simon de Terrynge, hence the village’s contemporary name of Tarring.  Today the Old Palace is an important landmark in the village – and is constantly in use for a number of community activities, such as playgroups and youth work, and occasional acts of Christian worship.

We’re gathered with the choir of St Andrew’s Church, which like many thousands up and down the country is affiliated to the Royal School of Church Music.  During our opening hymn we heard Jacquelyne Hill, joint winner of this year’s BBC Radio 2 Young Chorister of the Year competition; Jacquelyne is a member of the choir, and she’ll be singing again later on.

Today is the Royal School of Church Music’s MUSIC SUNDAY, and also the start of Carers Week.  In this service we’ll be exploring a theme common to both very different concerns - the use of God given talents and abilities to serve both God and those around us to bring the light of Christ into our world.
  

3. CHOIR/ORGAN: LET US LIGHT A CANDLE

4. LINDSAY GRAY:
 
“Let us light a candle” – Richard Shephard’s setting of words by Robert Willis, Dean of Canterbury.  Many Christians around the world have nominated today as a Global Day of Prayer.  I’m joined this morning by Father Anthony Stidolph, Rector of Worth, who will lead us now in prayer.        


5. Fr ANTHONY STIDOLPH: 

Let us pray. 

The light is stronger than darkness.
As we light this candle [MATCH STRIKE!], we bring before God our loving and caring Father, the needs of the world, people who suffer, those who mourn.  And we remember before you, Father, those whose gifts and abilities enrich our lives and bring us hope and wholeness, and enable us to be people of your Kingdom who can make a difference to the world in which we live.  For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
ALL:
AMEN.

6. LINDSAY GRAY:

Since time immemorial, music has played an important part in the worshipping lives of God’s people; the Old Testament Book of Chronicles mentions “singers to play on musical instruments, on harps and lyres and cymbals, to raise loud sounds of joy”.

Moving through the mists of time, voices singing Gregorian chant and Renaissance polyphony have echoed the vaulted stone lengths of our great abbeys and cathedrals, not least here in West Tarring.  There’s the music of JS Bach, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Stanford – and from our own time composers such as John Barnard and John Rutter.  

Today’s MUSIC SUNDAY then is a chance to celebrate music in worship, and the craft, dedication and service of the musicians who make it.  Many churches up and down the country will be holding their own Music Sunday event; it might be a special service, a concert, a music marathon - even a barbecue!!  For many church musicians – be they singers, instrumentalists, organists, choir-leaders - it might be a week-in week-out commitment but a joyous mission nonetheless.  Elsewhere though, keeping some semblance of music alive can be much more of a challenge and an act of dedicated service which may sometimes be little appreciated.    

But using one’s gifts and abilities in a choir practice on a weekday evening and a service or two of a Sunday, is nothing like having to sit up for night after night caring for someone suffering with an illness such as cancer or multiple sclerosis.  It’s a very, very different labour of love being a carer, of which there are six million in the UK, a number of whom are still teenagers caring for ill parents.  This week will salute carers’ commitment and dedication, highlighting the difficult - if not impossible - circumstances that many have to endure, making big sacrifices in terms of career, time and money. 

The Irish poem “Be thou my vision O Lord of my heart” has its origins way back in the 8th century, and was only translated into English about 100 years ago.  Its words are a perfect prayer for all of us to be guided by God in all that we do.  Jacquelyne Hill is the soloist in this setting by Bob Chilcott. 


7. CHOIR/ORGAN: BE THOU MY VISION (Chilcott)

8. Fr ANTHONY STIDOLPH:
As we remember those who care for us and who use their talent and gifts in serving others, let’s also recall that the Old Testament prophets were men of huge resilience, yet like all of us, had their moments of despair and feelings of lonliness.
In this reading from chapter 19 of the first Book of Kings, Elijah puts himself entirely into the hands of God and asks him for an answer – and receives perhaps not quite the answer he was expecting.


9. READING: Janeen Willard
Elijah went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree.  He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.”  Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep.  Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.”  He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water.  He ate and drank, and lay down again.  The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.”  He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God.
(1 Kings 19:4-8)

10. LINDSAY GRAY:                                                                  

Elijah’s had enough, he wants to die.  That desolation and emptiness, is something which all of us surely experience at sometime or other during our lives.  This next hymn, to a tune by Gerard Markland, reminds us that, even in our darkest hour, God is with us; we are never alone.  It’s based on words from Isaiah chapter 43; “Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you, I have called you by your name, you are mine.”     



11. HYMN: DO NOT BE AFRAID FOR I HAVE REDEEMED YOU

12. Fr ANTHONY STIDOLPH: 

In our second reading, St Paul writes of generosity; that we should always be aware of other people’s needs and give generously to those who are less fortunate than ourselves, and that we should not expect anything in return, except the realisation that in our generous giving we are doing God's will.  This is from chapter 9 of Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians.


13. READING: Jill Simpson					

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.  As it is written,
    “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God.  						       (2 Corinthians 9: 6-12)
14. LINDSAY GRAY:

So St Paul suggests that we think in terms of giving abundantly of our various talents and abilities.  In a moment The Very Reverend Nicholas Frayling, Dean of the Mother Church of this diocese – Chichester - will reflect further on the ways in which we can serve God and those about us.  That’s after we’ve sung a reflective prayer by Michael Iverson which calls for us to seek some shape and focus in all we do.  “Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.” 

15. CHOIR/CONGREGATION: SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD (Iverson)


16. SERMON: THE VERY REVD NICHOLAS FRAYLING

‘Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.’  That’s a very brave prayer.  Archbishop William Temple warned that, if we pray for the coming of God’s spirit, we had better believe it, because the prayer will be to do God’s will, not ours.

‘Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done.’  I don’t think we give enough thought to the implications of what we pray, so easily do the words trip off the tongue whenever we come to worship.

St Teresa of Avila wrote:

‘Christ has no body now on earth but yours,
No hands, no feet, no eyes but yours…’

She meant, of course, that we are to be the agents of Jesus, so that his work of compassion and healing and forgiveness can be carried out in practical ways, inspired by the Holy Spirit of God.

This service gives us an opportunity to acknowledge the often heroic work of carers.  For some, caring is a career choice, but many others find themselves – through choice or force of circumstances – caring for relatives or partners at home.  Some are very young.  I met a brave young girl of 11 who, before and after school, is the main carer for her bedridden mum.

In the Old Testament reading which we heard from the First Book of Kings, poor Elijah was having a very bad day: alone, under a tree, he was so fed-up, he wanted to die.  ‘Take away my life’, he prayed.  It had all become too much…

He was touched by God in a mysterious way:  the story mentions an angel.  He found food and drink to strengthen him for the next stage of his journey, which was to last 40 days and 40 nights – anticipating the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, drawing strength for his ministry.

Centuries after Elijah, Paul, writing to the Corinthian Church, speaks in practical terms about Jesus’ ministry, and shows how we can be enriched by our generosity towards others.

‘If you sow sparingly, don’t expect to reap bountifully’, he says.  It is by giving regularly, whether of our time or effort or material things, that we ourselves are enriched – and enabled to express our thanksgiving to God.

At its best, the Church is a community, not only of forgiving people, but of giving people, because Christians believe that in their giving, in their service, they become imitators of God, as revealed in Jesus Christ.  That’s a very big claim to make – almost absurd, you might think – but it is true to the experience of very many people.

Whether in a wonderful Cathedral like the one in Chichester where I work, or in the smallest parish church, people try week by week to offer their very best to God in worship, and no one more than our musicians – organists, singers and instrumentalists.  Many people will be glad to thank God today for all that they offer.

Just a couple of weeks ago, we had a wonderful Royal School of Church Music Area Festival in Chichester Cathedral – 400 singers from church choirs of a number of denominations from the Sussex area. They were really stretched by some challenging music.  At the end, a lady looked for me. She came from a tiny village church, and she said:

‘We’ve worked at this for weeks and weeks, and it was all worth it.  I felt that we were really close to God – in fact, it was like a little bit of Heaven!’

The work was all worth it – and that can so often be true for those who care for others who, as they get on with the daily round and the common task, find at strange moments that their work is shot through with wonder, and even joy.
In saying that, I know I am treading on holy ground because it is not always – or perhaps usually – like that; but so many have spoken of doing little things for others, and finding the task mysteriously full of joy: almost as if, like Elijah, they have been touched by an angel of God.

The 14th Century spiritual writer Meister Eckhart put it much better than I can:

‘Wisdom (he said) consists in doing the next thing you have to do, doing it with your whole heart and finding delight in doing it.’

For me, there’s the wisdom of the ages in that saying: ‘Doing the next thing…doing it with your whole heart, and finding delight in doing it.’

Perhaps you remember Bishop David Sheppard, who once captained the MCC and went on to become a much-loved Bishop of Liverpool. He died in March 2005 after living with cancer for several years.  His wife Grace became his carer, and has written movingly about the experience.  For both of them, ‘living with dying’ involved a lot of sacrifice and heartache, but Grace says that, in the end, the experience was shot through with light and a new kind of joy.

Today I am so pleased to be able to pay tribute to those who work tirelessly for others, and also those who, by their hard-work and selfless commitment, enrich the worship of the Church by the gift of music, week by week.

Maybe you are not a member of a church, or a musician; and maybe you are not, professionally or voluntarily, a carer.  But all of us can consider doing something for the benefit of somebody else: listening to someone who needs to share their story, perhaps; or in some other way offering that most precious gift – time.

Maybe, after all, those of us who have the gift of faith can have courage to make that prayer our own:  ‘Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me’ – and find strength to be, in a real and practical way, the eyes and hands and feet of Jesus himself – crucified, risen and let loose in all the world.

17. CHOIR: CHRIST HAS NO BODY NOW BUT YOURS (Ogden)

18. Fr ANTHONY STIDOLPH: 

“Yours are the hands, Yours are the feet, Yours are the eyes”.  Words written by St Teresa of Avila, in that beautiful setting by David Ogden.  They’re a heartfelt reminder to all of us that it is our Lord Jesus Christ who needs people like you and me to serve the world about us; “Christ has no body now but yours”.   And so let us remember that world in our prayers; let us pray. 

19. PRAYERS:

CHOIR: THROUGH OUR LIVES AND BY OUR PRAYERS, YOUR KINGDOM COME


JOHN HUBBARD:
We pray Father for the nations of the world, especially those places where there is war and turmoil and where natural disasters have affected peoples' lives.  And this weekend, we remember the World Cup in South Africa, giving thanks for the gifts of sportsmen and women, and for an event which celebrates the bringing-together of different races and cultures.  God of mercy.  

CHOIR: THROUGH OUR LIVES AND BY OUR PRAYERS, YOUR KINGDOM COME


KAREN HILL:
LORD God and Heavenly Father, we give thanks today for all who serve you as musicians and ministers of music; for the work of the Royal School of Church Music and all other agencies that encourage the provision of church music in thousands of churches in this country and all over the world.
God of mercy.


CHOIR: THROUGH OUR LIVES AND BY OUR PRAYERS, YOUR KINGDOM COME
JOHN HUBBARD:
We pray for those in caring professions, and all who have responsibility for the sick, the aged, the oppressed, the hungry and the dying.  We also pray for surgeons, doctors, nurses and other helpers in hospitals, hospices and those who care for family and friends at home; we remember especially the many who care for the carers.  God of mercy.

CHOIR: THROUGH OUR LIVES AND BY OUR PRAYERS, YOUR KINGDOM COME


KAREN HILL:
We thank you, Father, for the gifts and abilities, the unique talents we all possess and for those who through those talents enrich our lives.  Sustain, strengthen and enable us to serve you, Our Father God, and the needs of our sisters and brothers in the work we do to establish your kingdom in this world.  God of mercy.

CHOIR: THROUGH OUR LIVES AND BY OUR PRAYERS, YOUR KINGDOM COME


JOHN HUBBARD:
Finally, we remember all who have died and who are in your nearer presence and at peace; for all who have touched our lives and made a difference to our being; grant them eternal rest.  God of mercy.

CHOIR: THROUGH OUR LIVES AND BY OUR PRAYERS, YOUR KINGDOM COME


20. Fr ANTHONY STIDOLPH: 
Bring us O Lord God at our last awakening into the house and gate of heaven, to enter into that gate and dwell in that house, where there shall be no darkness nor dazzling, but one equal light; no noise nor silence, but one equal music; no fears nor hopes, but one equal possession; no ends nor beginnings, but one equal eternity, in the habitation of thy glory and dominion, world without end.  
ALL:  AMEN

21. Fr ANTHONY STIDOLPH: 

We say together the Prayer our Lord taught us.  Our Father.

(ALL pick up) 
who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever 
Amen.
  

22. LINDSAY GRAY:

We sing now some beautiful words and music from the popular hymnwriter Margaret Rizza – ‘Take my hands, Lord, to share your labours’ - which aptly sum up our thoughts this morning.  Human frailty being what it is, serving others in whatever capacity can take its toll, and this hymn asks God to help us to keep going.  “Keep my heart ever open to others, may my time Lord be spent with those in need.”  


23. CHOIR & CONGREGATION:  TAKE MY HANDS LORD (Rizza)

24. LINDSAY GRAY:

Many singers in churches throughout the country and indeed throughout the world will be familiar with the Choristers’ Prayer; they say or sing it every week, often at the end of a choir practice and in the vestry after a service.  Its origins hark back to the 4th century - it is a prayer for strength of faith and service; to my mind it can be applied to all walks of life; we say it together now.      

(ALL pick up)
Bless, O Lord, us thy servants
who minister in thy temple.
Grant that what we sing with our lips
we may believe in our hearts,
and what we believe in our hearts
we may shew forth in our lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


25. LINDSAY GRAY:

In a moment the Blessing will be given by Father Edward Jervis, Rector here in Tarring.  That’s after our final hymn “Angel voices, ever singing”.  It’s that combination of the “craftman’s art and music’s measure” referred to in verse 3, which can bring us close to God and allow us to express our deepest thoughts and feelings.   


26. HYMN: ANGEL VOICES, EVER SINGING

27. Fr EDWARD JERVIS:
 
Go forth into the world in peace, Be of good courage, Hold fast that which is good, 
Render to no-one, evil for evil: Strengthen the faint-hearted, Support the weak, Help the afflicted, Honour all people; Love and serve the Lord, Rejoicing the power of the Holy Spirit,  And the blessing of God Almighty, The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Be upon you and remain with you.  Today and always.
ALL:  Amen. 


28. ORGAN VOLUNTARY


Radio 4 Closing Announcement:
This morning’s Sunday Worship came from West Tarring, Sussex.  The preacher was the Dean of Chichester, The Very Reverend Nicholas Frayling and the service was introduced by Lindsay Gray.  The choir of St Andrew’s Church, West Tarring, the BBC Radio 2 Young Chorister of the Year – Jacquelyne Hill – and organist Mark Wardell were directed by John Wardle.  The producer was Simon Vivian.

And just a reminder that Radio 2 is currently looking for its Young Choristers of the Year 2010.  Application forms and full details are available on the Events section of their website.

Next week, at 10 past 8, Sunday Worship marks the 50th anniversary of the mining disaster at the Six Bells Colliery near Abertillery in which 45 men died.  Preacher The Revd Roy Jenkins was a fifteen year old cub reporter on the local paper and will recall the experience of losing friends.


