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Please note:

This script cannot exactly reflect the transmission, as it was prepared before the service was broadcast. It may include editorial notes prepared by the producer, and minor spelling and other errors that were corrected before the radio broadcast.

It may contain gaps to be filled in at the time so that prayers may reflect the needs of the world, and changes may also be made at the last minute for timing reasons, or to reflect current events.

CONTINUITY (Radio 4) 
Radio 4 Opening Announcement:
BBC Radio 4. It’s ten past eight. Time now for Sunday Worship from Hinde Street Methodist Church .  They’re celebrating 200 years of service among those in need in London and this morning over 2000 years of the worldwide church – as Christians Moved by the Spirit.  
 
GILES:	Good morning.  Welcome to Hinde Street!

HYMN:	O for a thousand tongues (Lyngham)  HP 744  vv 1, 3,4,8

   1.
O for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer's praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of his grace! x3 

  4.
4 He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
He sets the prisoner free; 
His blood can make the foulest clean, 
His blood availed for me. x3 

   3.
3 Jesus - the name that charms our fears, 
That bids our sorrows cease; 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 
’Tis life, and health, and peace. x3 
  8.
8 In Christ, our Head, you then shall know, 
Shall feel, your sins forgiven, 
Anticipate your heaven below, 
And own that love is heaven. x3 

Charles Wesley [1707-88]


GILES/LEAO:	God of All, whose love and power we seek, fill our lives with your presence; may the broken hearted rejoice; the weak be strengthened; and may your praises fill the whole of creation. 
Come Holy Spirit! 
ALL:	Come Holy Spirit! 

GILES:	Tongues of fire and praises in many languages marked the first Pentecost in Jerusalem. 18 centuries later in the city of London, at a meeting in Aldersgate Street, a personal Pentecost happened to John Wesley when joy and assurance were given to him. He went on to become one of the Leaders of an Evangelical and Radical Movement that was later to become the Methodist Church. 

We pray that today the Holy Spirit may fill all God’s people with fire, joy, assurance, and energy to do ‘good’ and transform the world.
ALL: 	Amen

GILES:	In May 1738, John Wesley – in a state of spiritual turmoil - went unwillingly to a prayer meeting in Aldersgate Street. What he heard at that meeting, led him to write these words that were to guide him for the rest of his life:


READER:	“while [the preacher] was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and a assurance was given me, that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.”  

GILES:	Before then, Wesley had doubted that he did or ever could deserve God’s love, but now, wonder of wonders, he discovered that God loved him unconditionally.   
His brother Charles’s hymn told how that love could be shared by every Christian:  And can it be that I should gain an interest in my Saviour’s love?

HYMN: 	And can it be that I should gain an interest in my Saviours blood?  (Sagina) (HP 216 vv 1, 3, 4, 5)

   1.
1 And can it be that I should gain 
An interest in the Saviour's blood? 
Died he for me, who caused his pain? 
For me, who him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be 
That thou, my God, shouldst die for me? [repeat final two lines] 

  4.
Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray - 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light, 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
[repeat final two lines] 

   3
He left his Father's throne above - 
So free, so infinite his grace - 
Emptied himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam's helpless race. 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me! 
[repeat final two lines] 

  5
No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ, my own. [repeat final two lines]

Charles Wesley [1707-88]


GILES:	In the 18th century John Wesley argued that following Jesus means being with, living with the poor. Charles on the other hand, felt that his talents of poetry and music would be put to better use in the West End and that here too there was a need for the Gospel. So he lived in Marylebone Village, just few streets away from where we are this morning. From here, Charles ministered to rich and poor.

GILES	As we’ve looked into our past for our celebrations, we found objects that reflect the history of this church and have added ours to the Radio 4 History of the World website.  Anyone can to their and add their own.  For us it’s a Sunday School Medal – the picture’s there on the website.   It’s from 1901 - an eight pointed star, silver with a blue ribbon and an inscription “Wesleyan Sunday School – Attendance Medal.”

The Sunday School was one of the greatest achievements of nineteenth century Methodism.  By 1904 over one million children were being taught in Wesleyan Sunday Schools alone. Before 1850, many young children had to go out to work, and for many, the only tuition in reading and writing they received was at Sunday School, along with moral instruction.  Hinde Street’s Sunday School began in 1810.

The school was cramped and dark. Instruction started at 9 in the morning.  Then just before 11, the children went up to the top gallery, to the morning service, then away for lunch at 12. The afternoon session began at 2.30 and some children attended both. 

Medals like this record faithful attendance. One report in January 1820 says that Elizabeth Pitt ‘has been eight years in the school during which time she has only missed one day which was while her father lay dead’.

Medals represent the achievement of the thousands of children that passed through the school, and the dedication of a church community that provided such education.

GILES:	Inspired by the example of the dedication and service to God past and present, let us pray:

Almighty God, you raise up those who proclaim your love and show your grace in their daily lives. Pour out your Spirit that we also may be inspired to serve and love You more faithfully.
Let us be faithful to our calling wherever we may be.
ALL: 	Amen

GILES:	So in the many languages of people who meet to worship God today we sing “He’s got the whole world in his hands.”

HYMN:	He’s got the whole world in his hands. (HP 25) 
English Congregation; Korean Choir; Chinese Choir; English congregation

He's got the whole world in his hand. 
He's got the whole world in his hand. 
He's got the whole wide world in his hand. 
He's got the whole world in his hand.

Traditional


GILES:	Christians still face the same dilemma the Wesley brothers argued over: where to be, and how best to serve the present age.  John Wesley said, “Go not just to those who need you, but those who need you most.”

Leao Neto, one of our ministers here at Hinde Street spent his early ministry in his native Brazil.

LEAO: 	I thought I knew God and that I had a faith until the day I was sent to serve in a small church in the outskirts of São Paulo, Brazil. 

I remember a young man from that church who worked all day long and then went to study in the evenings. He led a protest at the train station against bad train services. The police made an example of him and sent him to prison. I went to the courts to be a witness in his favour. I will never forget the way he looked, distressed, his head shaved, broken. He was condemned to 3 years in jail. Did I see faith and hope in his eyes? Did I see Christ in his face? Yes. If you wanted an image of the suffering Christ that was it: that young man. That Church community gathered in solidarity around the family and visited him in what was one of the worst prisons in Brazil: Carandiru.


I came to realise that God, through those suffering people, was touching my heart with new dimensions of life and faith. Their struggle for liberation was mirrored in my personal life.  And so what do you do when you have gone from the Favelas of São Paulo to the boutiques of Marylebone?  

Today of all days, we remember that Christ foretold his departure and the coming of the Spirit, but importantly, he said, the poor would always be with us, to serve them was to serve him: those forgotten, the lonely and the bereaved; those who have lost their health, their mind or their freedom; those addicted to drugs or alcohol or who have no place to call home. These are the people that we seek to give assurance, help and hope. In them we see Christ. 

HYMN: 	There’s a spirit in the air (Lauds) (HP 326)
Brian A. Wren [1936- ]
READER:	Romans 8:14-17
	For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba!* Father!’ 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness* with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

GILES:	Our Preacher today is Rev Ken Howcroft, Assistant Secretary of the Methodist Conference, who has been part of the ministry at Hinde Street for many years. 

KEN:	Ken	What’s it like to experience Pentecost.  Well, we may have seen it all in the last couple of weeks, between the election and the formation of the new government. Nobody really sure what’s going on or whether anything’s going on. Nobody knowing whether things are going to get better or worse. People milling around in private rooms and public places. Then a rumour something’s happening, and everyone rushes to see. A media frenzy. Suddenly there’s people talking with people they have attacked in the past. Looking for new ways of working with new partners. Some successful, others not. Winners or losers, everyone being gracious,  saying things you have not heard before. A world turning upside down.

But does it mean we’re heading for a brave new world, a new community and society; or for fragmentation and chaos? In the words and pictures of the Bible is it a sign of Babel? That older story in the Hebrew scriptures in which human beings build a sky-scraping tower so that they can strut around in the heavens as if they were gods. They put themselves at the centre of their universe and then find (surprise, surprise) that they cannot communicate with each other or anyone else. The tower collapses under them into fragmentation and chaos.

Or is it a sign of new life coming into the world as in this story from the Acts of the Apostles?

Reading		When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’
BMYC	God has given us his Spirit (Cottrell)
words Trad/Methodist Worship Book - music Heidi Cottrell 2010 - currently unpublished

Ken	So is it to be Pentecost or Babel? Faced with questions like that it’s very tempting to avoid them.  To stay huddled apprehensively in our church or meeting rooms, just like those original followers of Jesus described in the book of Acts. There are doubtless those who would like it if that is where we went and stayed. But, like those original disciples, we discover that just as we gather to break bread together, to support each other in a common life, to pray and to learn about Jesus’s way of living, so we find ourselves dispersed by the Spirit of Jesus to act as the limbs and organs of his resurrected body in the outside world.


So we need to hear the Spirit asking the question of us as well. Are we heading for Pentecost or for Babel?  Here in the West London Mission at Hinde St we come from many places and backgrounds and speak many languages.  And we’re very good at talking, anyway. But is it a holy babble or a Babel?

Those people in Jerusalem came from many places and backgrounds and spoke many languages. They were all Jews, but they were the sort of Jews who were often marginalised even in their own holy city because they came from overseas, either as long-term immigrants or as pilgrims who had come for a festival. That could produce a lack of understanding, conflict and tension. That could be Babel.  

So was the coming of the Spirit on that first Christian Pentecost necessary to help them (and us) communicate better with each other? In a sense, no. They had a common language available then. Many people at all levels of society could speak common Greek. The New Testament as we have it was not written in Hebrew or Aramaic (still less in King James’s English or modern street-cred language) but in Greek. And we have a common language now. When we need to, in this Church as in so much else in the world, we speak in a sort of English.

So what was the coming of the Spirit all about? It was the language of love and worship, telling of the wonderful works of God. In that way it undid Babel, in that it put God at the centre of our universe, not us. 

In worship we discover that we are not divine masters of the universe, but God’s beloved children. That love warms our hearts, transforms our minds so that we see the world as Christ sees it, and fires us with energy to be the agents of the living Christ in our world.    

The person who best put into words for me what it must have felt like for those disciples to experience that Spirit of love as they gathered in that room, was an 11 year old international class swimmer. He said that before a big race he and the other swimmers all stayed close to each other but did not say much. No matter how much training he had done, when he got on the starting block he felt useless and afraid that everyone would beat him. He would start to feel cold all over. Then when the gun went off there would be an explosion of warm energy inside him, and he would often do his best time ever. 

When the Spirit comes, it feels as if it takes us over. But it does not obliterate us or turn us into Christian robots. It’s not much of a relationship if one person in it loses all their personality. It’s not good parenting if the child is turned into a nobody. Rather, as the Wesleys discovered, the Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.  And as the Wesleys also discovered, that energises us into sharing God’s love with the world, through what we say and what we do.


Our world of Babel needs us babbling of our experience of God, and the values that flow from it. Political and social discourse need to recover an emphasis on respect for others, public service and the common good. 

That is what we have tried to do here at Hinde St over the years. The Sunday School Medal reminds us of the apparently ordinary people who have gone before us and been made extraordinary through the grace of God. Like them we pray and sing our faith, and learn and serve our Lord. Like them, we know that we do not know all the answers, but are prepared to wrestle with God’s questions. We know that Christianity has been found difficult, but are still prepared to try it. But we keep going. Hopefully. Joyfully. Because the promise is that anyone will be able to feel the Spirit like a breath of fresh air warming up the embers at the bottom of their souls, if they dare to walk the way of Jesus. 


BMYC:	O Jesus I have promised	
Words John E Bode 1869, music Heidi Cottrell 2003 
(available in As You Go - a collection of nine choral pieces (self) published 2010) 


ALISON:	Let us pray
We pray for the Church 
Lord you call us in different ways  and we respond. The Church you have built may look divided but is united in its love for You. Help us, strengthened by the fruits of Your spirit and emboldened by the flame of Your love to work together in Your strength. 


We pray for the World
John Wesley said "the World is my Parish" We pray for Your world out there and right here on our own doorstep -  for the nations represented by the people worshipping here today. 
We pray for those whose lives are blighted by war - especially in Afghanistan 

for those frustrated by a lack of food water hygiene and other basic essentials - and especially  in Sudan

for those unfulfilled by a  lack of education and infrastructure 

and 
for those scourged by natural disasters and still trying to find a normal way of life - especially in Haiti 

 	
We pray for ourselves
In the midst of the excesses of our lives and the environment we live in we pray for our own needs and those around us.
Help us to share what we have with those less fortunate than ourselves and work for fairness and justice  

Gracious God, whose Spirit helps us in our weakness and guides us in our prayers, May we and all your people share the life and joy of your kingdom through Jesus Christ our Lord
ALL:	Amen
ALISON:	(with congregation joining in own languages)  
We say the Lord’s Prayer in our own languages

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen.

HYMN:	A charge to keep I have (Cambridge) (HP 785)

   1
A charge to keep I have: 
A God to glorify; 
A never-dying soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky; 

  3
Arm me with jealous care, 
As in thy sight to live; 
And O thy servant, Lord, prepare 
A strict account to give! 

   2
To serve the present age, 
My calling to fulfil; - 
O may it all my powers engage 
To do my Master's will! 

  4
Help me to watch and pray, 
And on thyself rely, 
So shall I not my trust betray, 
Nor love within me die. 

Charles Wesley [1707-88]alt


BLESSING:	 in English, Mandarin, Korean, Portuguese
The Blessing of God,
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.

BMYC:	May the road rise
May the road rise - words Trad, music Trad arranged Ashley Thompson 2003  

Closing Announcement:
Sunday worship came from Hinde Street Methodist Church in London.  The service was led by Giles Wilson and the Revd Dr Leao** Neto+.  The British Methodist Youth choir was directed by Heidi Cottrell and the organist was Alexander Chaplin.  The preacher was the Rev’d Ken Howcroft, Assistant Secretary of the Methodist Conference.  The producer was Clair Jaquiss*. 

Next week’s Sunday Worship comes from Emmanuel Church, Northwood when the preacher will be the General Director of the Evangelical Alliance, Steve Clifford.

And just a reminder that you can see the Sunday school medal owned by Hinde Street Methodist Church on the History of the World website. And if you own an object which has been part of your family history, or has a particular religious or spiritual story associated with it, and would like to share it with Radio 4 listeners then go to the Radio 4 website and click on “A History of the World” where you can find details of how to add a picture of an object you own to our growing collection.


