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THE ATTACHED TRANSCRIPT WAS TYPED FROM A RECORDING AND NOT COPIED FROM AN ORIGINAL SCRIPT.  BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF MISHEARING AND THE DIFFICULTY IN SOME CASES OF IDENTIFYING INDIVIDUAL SPEAKERS, THE BBC CANNOT VOUCH FOR ITS COMPLETE ACCURACY.


TX:  28.04.10 - The Specials

PRESENTER:  WINIFRED ROBINSON


ROBINSON
A docusoap about five people with learning disabilities who share a house in Brighton has been nominated for a Webby - the Oscars of the internet.  The series, called the Specials, is up there alongside work by the celebrated director David Lynch.

CLIP FROM THE SPECIALS
My name is Sam and I'm 22 years old.  I live in Brighton with my housemates - Lucy, Lewis and Hilly.  Hilly's parents, Carol and David, and our carers help us out.  Lucy goes to work.  We go to college.  We all like going out and having fun.  We have good times.  We have bad times.  This is our world and we want to share it with you.

ROBINSON
Well we featured the show when it started last September.  Katy Lock, the director's, with us again today.  How did the whole thing start?

LOCK
Well I normally work in TV and I was hired to make a pilot for one of the major broadcasters here.  Unfortunately they decided not to go ahead and commission a series but we loved it so much that me and the guys thought right let's make it anyway, let's get it out there somehow.

ROBINSON
So you put it online, you still have to go online to see it then?

LOCK
Yes, it's at www.the-specials.com.

ROBINSON
Well you've been nominated for this Webby award, as I said these are the Oscars of the web, who will decide who wins?

LOCK
Well first of all I should say we've been nominated for two awards, we're up in best documentary series and best reality.  And the award itself is decided by the Academy but there's also people's choice awards where you can be voted for by anybody, so if people want to vote they can go to youtube.com/webby.

ROBINSON
When you say the Academy, what is that?

LOCK
It's the International Academy of Digital Artists and it's basically your peers right across the world who make stuff for the web.

ROBINSON
And is there a ceremony?

LOCK
There is, there's an award ceremony in New York.  So we're really hoping we can go.  It would be amazing.

ROBINSON
Now here's a clip from episode one where Sam, one of the housemates, falls for a girl in the pub only to be rejected when he asks her out.

CLIP FROM THE SPECIALS
I've asked Pippa's friend, Karen, to go out if she's single.

She's got a boyfriend I'm afraid.  Sorry she's got a boyfriend.  She said though, Sam, you might be glad to hear this, she was really flattered but she has a boyfriend.  Chin up mate, don't let it get to you, trust me I've been knocked back by many a bird and I'm 42 and I'm still single.

Why do you get so unhappy if you can't with a girl that you like?

Because I'm [indistinct word].

How badly do you want a girlfriend?

Desperate.  I need a girlfriend.  I'll be married one day.

And what do you think marriage would be like?

Happy, love, freedom, in love.

You want to fall in love?

Yeah.

ROBINSON
Oh Katy Lock tell us about some of the stories that emerged in the series then, did Sam find a girlfriend?

LOCK
Sam looked long and hard and he had a few interesting situations along the way.  And certainly - and what happens in the show is that Megan, a new housemate, moved in who was Lewis's girlfriend and there's an interesting triangle that developed between the three of them which got rather complicated.

ROBINSON
How many viewers did you get?

LOCK
Well over time, we launched in September, and we've had about 150,000 people that have watched the series but in the grand scheme of the web that's not massive.  Really if you think about YouTube and you might get one small clip that gets a million or two million viewers, there's still a lot more scope there.

ROBINSON
You say scope, in what sense - you think we're not used to maybe watching whole telly series on the web?

LOCK
Yeah I think it's coming, I think there's a natural convergence that's coming between the TV and the internet but at the moment I think you go to the web to watch that funny clip or maybe to see what Susan Boyle was like but you don't go there to sit down and watch a quality show but I think that's definitely the future.

ROBINSON
When you came on last time you were explaining that's very different from other television programmes about disability, who watched it?

LOCK
I mean we found it was watched across the board, people with special needs watched it and they loved it, parents particularly loved it, I mean we've got a lovely e-mail the other day from a mother who said - I had my child last October, this is the show that got me through, made me think that it was going to be okay.  But also we got watched by people who just love watching entertaining TV.

ROBINSON
Because the point about it was it was not about problems or trials or tribulations was it, it was just about ordinary life?

LOCK
It was and it wasn't about disability.  We never spoke about that, that's because they don't, they don't talk about their disability, they just get on, have fun and enjoy themselves and sometimes they have a bad day but that's just like anybody else.

ROBINSON
I know I asked you last time whether you story boarded it because the rumours about reality television are always that they are in some way plotted or scripted, are you absolutely insistent that their life really was as interesting as it appears?

LOCK
Yes they are.  I mean certainly obviously I film over four months, so everyday wasn't like the Lady Boys of Bangkok seem, but they chose to go ...

ROBINSON
I missed the Lady Boys of Bangkok, so that's one to log on and see if you missed it.

LOCK
Sam certainly fell in love with a lady boy, that was one of his interludes but I would say that everything that happens they chose to do, they chose to go and see the Lady Boys of Bangkok, I just had to make sure I could follow them where they went.

ROBINSON
Now, no television channel wanted to broadcast it when you had made your pilot, is that still the case?

LOCK
Yes, I think in the UK we've pretty much exhausted all options but what's been exciting is now with the Webby nomination people all over the world are watching it and I've been approached by people in the US who were interested in getting it out there.  So hopefully something will come from our nominations.

ROBINSON
And when will you find out if you've won?

LOCK
Fourth May.

ROBINSON
Well, Katy Lock, good luck and many thanks.

