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CHOIR			GLORY TO THEE, O LORD
			Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee
Heavenly King, Comforter,
Spirit of Truth who art everywhere present and fillest all things.
Come dwell within us
Cleanse us from all unrighteousness
And of thy goodness save our souls. 
 (Words from the Orthodox Tradition: Music: James Whitbourn)

COLIN HT		The Lord be with you
ALL			And also with you

			God be merciful to us and bless us,
			and make his face to shine on us.

			May your ways be known on earth,
			your saving power to all nations.


			Good morning and welcome to St Martin’s Church in East 				Belfast. We’re joined by the Grosvenor Chorale  with our 				opening hymn, O Worship the King,

CHOIR/ORG  		O WORSHIP THE KING

COLIN HT		God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ, 			to save us, from our sins, to intercede for us in heaven, and to 			bring us to eternal life.

Let us then confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace:

			Lord God, you sent you Son to reconcile us to yourself and 			one and another, but we have often remained divided from you 			and from each other.
			Lord have mercy,
			Lord have mercy,

			Lord Jesus you heal the wounds of sin and division, but we 			often allow to let them fester and corrode.
	`		Christ have mercy,
			Christ have mercy.

			 Heal us, O Lord, and we shall be healed;
			Restore us and we shall know your joy
			Lord have mercy,
			Lord have mercy,

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy on you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

			The anthem, A New Commandment I give unto you, that you 			love one another, with music by Peter Parshall.

CHOIR			A New Commandment I Give Unto You
			That you love one another as I have loved you
			By this shall all men know that you are my disciples
			If you have love for one another.
			(John 13.34-35; Music: Peter Parshall)


COLIN HT 	The Collect for the 8th Sunday after Trinity

Blessed are you, O Lord, 
and blessed are those who observe and keep your law: 
Help us to seek you with our whole heart, 
to delight in your commandments 
and to walk in the glorious liberty 
given us by your Son, Jesus Christ.

AMEN

COLIN HT	The hymn, O God of mercy, hear my call, by Isaac Watts, is based on Psalm 51


CHOIR/ORG		O GOD OF MERCY. HEAR MY CALL
			O God of mercy, hear my call, my loads of guilt remove;
Break down this separating wall that bars me from my love.
Give me the presence of Thy grace, then my rejoicing tongue
Shall speak aloud Thy righteousness and make Thy praise my song.

No blood of goats nor heifers slain, for sin could e’er atone;
The death of Christ shall still remain sufficient and alone.
A soul oppressed with sin’s desert, my God will ne’er despise:
A humble groan, a broken heart, is our best sacrifice.
(Isaac Watts; Tune: Kingsfold)



READER 	A reading from the 16th Chapter of the Book of Exodus

2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’ 
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.” ’ 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12‘I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.” ’ 
13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, ‘What is it?’* For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 16This is what the Lord has commanded: “Gather as much of it as each of you needs, an omer to a person according to the number of persons, all providing for those in their own tents.” ’

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God


CHOIR	O God, be merciful to me Because your love is strong;
Now wash me from iniquity And cleanse me from all wrong.

These words are old, but still they live within our hearts today.
We cry to you: “O God, forgive!” And “Wash our sins away!”
	
My sin has kept me far from you; Your wrath is justified.
Why is it, Lord?-- The things I do have crushed my bones inside!

I try to make it on my own as if I’m all I need,
Until I find I’m all alone, wrapped up in pride and greed.

Yet this is not the final word, for you forgive our sin!
When we return to you, O Lord, You give us joy again.
		(C W Gillette Tune: Crimond)

BISHOP		A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, Chapter 4

	I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is said,
‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;
   he gave gifts to his people.’ 
9(When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean but that he had also descended* into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

	There are a few occasions in life – but only a few - when something so intense and dramatic happens that you remember not only the event itself, but exactly where you were when you heard about it.

The murder of President John F Kennedy was one such event for people of my generation. Unforgettable. The devastation of the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center was, for most of us, another. Devastating. After that, such events are few and far between at a world level, and may differ in the lives of different people. For me, coming from Northern Ireland, I remember exactly where I was when I heard about the Remembrance Sunday Enniskillen bomb. And I remember exactly where I was on a midsummer’s day in August 1969, when I heard that serious rioting had broken out on the streets of my own city of Belfast.

As a nineteen-year-old, just about to go off to University in Dublin, I was absolutely devastated. This was the kind of thing which, like the stories of World War II in the Hotspur and the Victor, I had in my mind, consigned to the pages of history and even fantasy. I had heard tales from my mother of the ‘Troubles’ in the 1920s, but I simply could not believe that this was happening now, as part of my own history, in my lifetime, in my city, and just a few miles away from where I stood at that traumatic moment.

That month. August 1969, so etched in my emotions and memory, with its sectarian rioting, ended with entire streets of terraced houses burnt to the ground and over 3500 families displaced from their homes. Seven people were killed and 100 wounded as the rioters began to use guns, and of course that led to the Army being ordered onto the streets of Belfast. The ‘Troubles’ of my own generation had begun, and were in one way or another to affect the whole of these islands, and to be news fodder for the entire world.
All of that was forty years ago this month.

Now when something as devastating as that happens, it is fascinating to note what the first question is which springs to our minds. It might, for example, be, ‘How can we help?’ and for many Churches at the time, that was exactly the question, as they opened up premises and halls to help with displaced people.  Or it might be:  ‘Where did we go wrong?’ though in my experience that is often the question we ask last in our communities. My memory is of a different question asked, sometimes with bitterness and even venom, but also understandably: ‘Who is to blame for this situation in which we find ourselves?’

 That question was answered differently by different groups of people in Northern Ireland and throughout the world. It was a question which could be answered by some very speedily, with a reassuring simplicity.  But it was also a question which could send us round in circles going ever more deeply into the recesses of history, until we arrive at the Garden of Eden itself – You did it, says Adam to Eve; No, says Eve, it was the serpent. The blame lies somewhere other than at my front door!

Our Old Testament Reading confronts us, on this fortieth year after the beginning of the Troubles in Ulster, with another group of people who inhabited a forty-year period of history – indeed, the archetypal Biblical forty year period. They were of course the Children of Israel. They had experienced an event which they remembered, and still ‘remember’, powerfully today: the crossing of the Red Sea. They find themselves moving from a settled, but far from perfect, way of life to a place of insecurity, uncertainty and discomfort. And they, like we, ask the question: ‘Who is to blame?’ The answer is a speedy one, and one readily agreed by the vast majority of people. It can’t be us, so it must be our leaders:
	
‘The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness’…..
-You are to blame for this mess we are in! Death would have been better than this! After all, no matter what bad things there were about Egypt, we were able to sit by the flesh-pots, and eat our fill of bread. It is you who have brought us out into this wilderness of uncertainty to kill the whole assembly with hunger. We just followed, and look at what you’ve landed us in! And, of course, they were looking back through rose-tinted spectacles to an unreal world which could never be re-created.
Well, I speak to you this morning as someone who has lived through those forty years since 1969. Several of them in England, and several in the Republic of Ireland, but most of them in and around Belfast. I remember saying to a friend at a point where a third of my ministry had been in England, a third in the Republic, and a third in the North, that they weren’t to expect any political answers from me, because I could immediately see things from the three different angles.

These have been tough years, at times unpredictable years, and at times it seemed they would never end. But they have also been years, as with the Children of Israel, of experiencing God’s presence and provision in new and different and challenging ways, sometimes way we least expected. In the midst of the desert and in the midst of their confused complaining, the people are told that God will make himself known and provide for them in an amazing way:
	
‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread: then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’

To use some of the words of St Paul from the Letter to the Ephesians (our New Testament Reading) so many of us here have learnt, in those forty years, and are continuing to learn, godly lessons which we could probably not have learnt otherwise. 
	We are learning that our calling is to live a life of humility and gentleness, where we can honestly admit our failings and weaknesses, even if they might be used against us.

We have learnt patience. There were so many times we thought we had a political breakthrough, and been disappointed, but we find ourselves through patience working together across our divides not least in the Northern Ireland assembly.
We have learnt to value our different expressions of the Christian faith, and treat them with respect, and in so doing have discovered in many places the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace as we meet true brothers and sisters in Christ.
We have discovered that trickery, craftiness and deceit are dead ends, and are beginning to learn the joy of speaking and hearing the ‘truth in love’, even if that is hard at times.
That is something of the journey we have embraced in many churches in Northern Ireland. A journey of a forty-year generation; a journey which sometimes has tested the patience of those who didn’t understand our quirky ways, and a journey, which, like the Children of Israel, moves now into a new chapter and a new kind of living. It has been a tough time, a hurtful time, a long time, but God has been with us, Christ has interceded for us, and the Spirit who led us into the wilderness, now leads us forward by his grace into a new and shared future.


CHOIR			Goodness is stronger than evil
Love is stronger than hate
Light is stronger than darkness
Life is stronger than death
Victory is ours through him who loved us.
(Archbishop Desmond Tutu; Music James Whitbourn)

COLIN H T		 Let us affirm our Faith, the Faith of the Church.
                      		  Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
			 creator of heaven and earth?

ALL:               	 	I believe and trust in him.
 
		 	Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ, 
			who redeemed the world?
                		 I believe and trust in him.
 
			 Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit who 
			gives life to the people of God?
          		 	I believe and trust in him.                            
 
:             		This is the faith of the Church.

                 		This is our faith.  We believe and trust in one 
		 	God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

COLIN H T + READERS   Intercessions

			1. We pray for the Church in its different branches.
 Father, you formed the human family to live in harmony and peace: we acknowledge before you our divisions, quarrels, hatreds, injustices and greed.

May your Church demonstrate through its life and witness, the power of the gospel to destroy divisions, so that in Christ Jesus there may be no barriers of wealth or class, age or intellect, race or colour, but all may equally be your children, members of one another and heirs of your everlasting kingdom.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

2. We pray for your world
Lord God your Son came to be the Saviour of the world
And the Prince of Peace 
Give us grace to follow n his ways and to fulfil our calling
As peacemakers in his name.
May the Holy Spirit so move in the hearts of all people
And among the nations of the world
That the barriers of fear, suspicion and hatred
Which separate us may crumble and fall,
And the peoples of the world be united in justice and peace
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

3. We pray for all in positions of authority, and governance
In our own country and throughout the world.
Give them your guidance and direction
That they may govern wisely and well,
For the benefit of and welfare all people
And to make their contribution to stability and peace
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

4 We pray for the different communities to which we belong
Lord you teach us that we are members one of another
And that none of us lives to ourselves along
We thank you for the communities of which we are part,
For those who share with us in activities and who give themselves in service.
Help us to make our own contributions to our communities
And to learn to be good and sensitive neighbours
That through love we may serve one another
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

5. And we pray for all who suffer.
From the effects of war and violence in Northern Ireland and Afghanistan and of conflicts long ago
Those who loved ones
Those who were damaged in mind and body
We pray for those who suffer from isolation, depression and illness.
For those whose lives are overwhelmed by anxiety or fear.
Be with them, to befriend and comfort and support them.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallow'd be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil
for Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory for ever and ever  AMEN 




CHOIR/ORGAN	DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF MANKIND

BISHOP MILLER	Prayer and Dismissal

CHOIR/ORGAN	THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU
			
			The Lord Bless You And Keep You
			The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious 			unto 	you
			The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you and give 			you peace.
			Amen
			(Numbers 5.24 Music :John Rutter)
			

			





