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Led by Very Rev Henry Hull; Preacher: Dom Mark Ephrem Nolan
MONKS   Viri Galilaei   (Plainsong)	
DEAN HULL The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Welcome as you join with us in this service from Downpatrick today.
Down Cathedral is built on the traditional burial place of St Patrick and this year we’re celebrating the 400th Anniversary of the granting of our Cathedral Charter by James 1 in 1609. And today we welcome the brothers from the Benedictine Community at Holy Cross Monastery in Rostrevor about 30 miles from here who are joining our Ascension tide worship.The tone was set by the Introit: Men of Galilee why do you look into the Heavens”

The writer to Hebrews says: Seeing we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus Christ the Son of God, let us hold fast to the faith we profess.

We join in our first hymn, Hail the day which see him rise

CHOIR/ORG/CONG Hail the day that sees him rise, alleluia!

DEAN HULL What God has prepared for those who love him, 
he has revealed to us through the Spirit.
Therefore let us, in penitence and faith, open our hearts to the Lord, 
who has prepared such good things for those who love him



Conscious of our failures and the failings of all Gog’s people, let us confess our sins to God our Father.


Heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault;
by what we have done
and by what we have failed to do.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy on you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth will proclaim your praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen.
Praise the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

This morning’s Psalm- Psalm 133- states how good it is that brothers should live together in unity.
MONKS  Psalm  133
DEAN HULL

Since the time of St Patrick Christians have prayed and worshipped on this hill in Downpatrick.  In 1168 a  Benedictine Monastery was built here by monks from Chester Cathedral itself founded by monks from  Bec in Normandy.  Remnants of that monastery form part of our Cathedral today.

After the Dissolution of the Monasteries  a Cathedral and  Chapter  were established in 1609, although this building wasn’t fully restored until the 18th Century. 

Today we continue to celebrate our Benedictine heritage and we highly value our ecumenical links with the monks at Holy Cross Monastery in Rostrevor- the first Benedictine house in the North of Ireland since the Reformation – with its community members coming from Bec.

It’s a pleasure to have them and their Superior, Dom Mark Ephrem Nolan sharing in our service today, and preaching for us later.

DOM MARK One very concrete sign of our monastery’s link with this cathedral church is that the original holy water font from this ancient building (which was removed at the time of the Protestant Reformation, but preserved in this place down through the centuries) has found its home in our new church in Rostrevor. 

When our monastery church was solemnly consecrated as a house of prayer for all peoples in January 2004 the celebration opened with the dean from Down Cathedral presenting this stone font to us as a sign of our bonds of communion in Christ. We are happy to celebrate our One Lord and one faith with you in this joint Ascension-tide liturgy.

DEAN HULL
We in Down Cathedral have much to learn from the Rule of St Benedict.
Each year we are privileged to welcome thousands of visitors from around the world, and like Benedict we aspire to welcoming them as we would welcome Christ.

BROTHER THIERRY 

A reading from the Rule of our Holy Father Benedict. Chapter 53
Let all guests who arrive be received like Christ, 
for He is going to say, 
"I came as a guest, and you received Me" (Matt. 25:35).
And to all let due honor be shown,
especially to the domestics of the faith and to pilgrims. 
As soon as a guest is announced, therefore,
let the Superior or the brethren meet him 
with all charitable service.
And first of all let them pray together,
and then exchange the kiss of peace.
In the salutation of all guests, whether arriving or departing,
let all humility be shown.
Let the Abbot give the guests water for their hands; 
and let both Abbot and community wash the feet of all guests.
After the washing of the feet let them say this verse:
"We have received Your mercy, O God,
in the midst of Your temple" (Ps.47:10). 
In the reception of the poor and of pilgrims
the greatest care and solicitude should be shown,
because it is especially in them that Christ is received;
for as far as the rich are concerned,
the very fear which they inspire
wins respect for them. 


CHOIR/ORG/CONG Brother, sister, let me serve you,
READER  Acts 1 v 6 – 14
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles Chapter 1, beginning at verse 6
So when they had come together, the disciples asked Jesus, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 
This is the word of the Lord
ALL: Thanks be to God

DOM MARK  Christ has ascended into the heights, Alleluia, Alleluia
Taking with him all those who have been held captive, Alleluia
MONKS Ascendens Christus
 
READER Gospel John 17 v 20-26
Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 
That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: 
I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 
Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that. 
O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. 
And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. 
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This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
DEAN HULL  The anthem- the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester with music by Martin How.
CHOIR/ORG   The Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
DOM MARK Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven 
These words spoken by the two angels on the Mount of the Ascension invite the disciples to bring their eyes down to earth; they encourage us to look around us, to understand that we must be attentive not only to the vertical dimension of our Christian faith but equally to its horizontal dimension.

Because in Christianity our relationship with God and our relationships with others are inseparable.

And if we feel like asking : just where is the Risen Lord now to be found since He has ascended into heaven? Then the angels’ words imply that the Risen Lord is to be found now within us and between us!

It is in others that Christ awaits us; it is in others that Jesus longs to be welcomed back by us.

In his Rule Saint Benedict speaks of humbly venerating the presence of Christ in each person we meet; seeing in them nothing less than a sacrament of Christ’s abiding presence in our world. 

It seems to me that a pressing invitation is being addressed to all of us this morning to live a respectful attentiveness in regard to each person we encounter.

We are called to remember that as God’s people, as Christians, Christ lives in us and we are meant to be Christ-bearers for all those towards whom we are sent to bear witness to Him

The gospel passage we read this morning which records for us Jesus’ prayer for the Church on the eve of His passion could not be any clearer. 

It underlines that we have a responsibility as the disciples of Jesus to strive to live in unity, to be truly accorded with each other, to hold together in mutual harmony, to be articulated with all the other members of the One Body of Christ. 

One Eucharistic Prayer of the Roman rite implores for the Church this grace: that we may form one body, one spirit in Christ.

If this is to happen how important for us to exercise hospitality, to be truly hospitable in each others’ regard!


It is our joy at Rostrevor to exercise a ministry of ecumenical hospitality in the Benedictine tradition and we find ourselves blessed as we welcome Christ in all those who come to the door of our monastery. 
Just as it is the joy of so many people from all traditions to be welcomed as Christ Himself would be received in this cathedral church day after day.

Down Cathedral is a place dear to our community not only because here our Benedictine forefathers once lived their life of humble service and generous hospitality, but also because of the many bonds of communion which unite us in the present day with all those who find their spiritual home in this place.

Today we give thanks for the bonds of communion uniting this ancient cathedral-abbey church with our twenty-first century monastery in Rostrevor – both of which seek to be houses of prayer for all peoples. 


It is our joy to share one faith, one Lord, one baptism: to proclaim and celebrate together what we already share.

While we rejoice in what we already hold in common, we humbly confess that we have yet a way to travel to arrive at the full communion in Christ to which we are called.

We pray that grace be given to us, to all our Churches and to all Christian people, so that the walls of division which still hold us apart may fall.

As one of the last century’s great pioneers of Christian Unity (l’abbé Paul Couturier),  who was greatly influenced by Saint Benedict’s Rule would so frequently proclaim: ultimately, it is humility (I would say humble mutual hospitality) which will make the barriers which still separate us crumble and fall.

Let’s take a last word of advice from Saint Benedict when he encourages us to welcome each other in all humility and honour each other in all humanity.

This will surely do much to pave the way to the unity of all God’s People for which Christ longs and for which we long.

Amen!

MONKS  There is one Lord (Taizé)

DEAN HULL
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.


O God the King of Glory,
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:
Mercifully give us faith to know
that, as he promised,
he abides with us on earth to the end of time;
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen


Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church
That we may all be one.

Grant that every member of your Church may truly and humbly serve you:
that your name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests and deacons
that they may be faithful ministers of your word and sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world
that there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake
that your glory may be proclaimed through our lives.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble ** and the deprived and disadvantaged
that they may be delivered from their distress.

We praise you for your saints who have entered their eternal joy
may we also come to share in the fulness of your kingdom.

Gracious God, grant that the desires of your people’s hearts
may find favour in your sight,
through the intercession of  Jesus Christ our lord.  Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

DEAN HULL
Thank you for joining us in Downpatrick. It has been good for us to worship together, along with our Benedictine brothers.

DOM MARK  And for us it has been good to unite with you and all who are listening. So we ask for God’s blessing. 

DEAN HULL +  DOM MARK
God who in days of old 
gave to this land the benediction of his holy Church, 
fill you with his grace to walk faithfully in the steps of the saints 
and bring forth fruit to his glory.
And the blessing of God almighty
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
Be with you and remain with you always. Amen
CHOIR/ORG/CONGREGATION
God, whose city's sure foundation



