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CAROLINE FLINT MP:
Minister for Europe

ERIC PICKLES MP:
Conservative Party Chairman

HELEN MARY JONES AM:
Plaid Cymru Welsh Assembly Member

GILES COREN:
Columnist at The Times

			

FROM:  The Assembly Rooms, Ludlow, Shropshire


DIMBLEBY  
Welcome to the Shropshire town of Ludlow, the loveliest town in England according to John Betjeman with some five hundred listed buildings and a reputation for some of the best independent food shops in the land – three butchers, three bakers and probably a candlestick maker amongst them, it was also quick enough off the mark to become the first UK town the Quality of Life – Slow Food, Slow City status by the international organisation Cittaslow. We’re at the Assembly Rooms which for the last sixteen years have been thriving as an arts and community centre. On our panel Caroline Flint has moved quite slowly but very surely up the ladder in a way that Ludlow might approve to her present status as Minister of State for Europe which means that she attends cabinet meetings. She also goes tap-dancing with her cabinet colleague Hazel Blears. That’s right isn’t it?

FLINT
We haven’t done it for a while but when we do get the chance we do.

DIMBLEBY  
Eric Pickles has also moved up at a steady pace to his role – now Chairman of the Conservative Party and thereby of course a member of the Shadow Cabinet. Helen Mary Jones has been likened to the queenly warrior Boadicea for her campaigning style after taking her Welsh Assembly seat from Labour at the last election. She’s her party’s spokesman on health and also Director of Communications for Plaid Cymru. Giles Coren is a columnist and restaurant critic for the Times. Son of the famously humorous columnist the late Alan Coren, his own light touch has helped him to the title of best food and drink writer at the British press awards in two thousand and five. Are you a fan of slow cities and slow food?

COREN
Absolutely yes. Eating is the one thing that you should, you should never ever rush. We had dinner just before we came here and ..

DIMBLEBY  
A light supper?

COREN
Yeah. We were, we were promised a slow meal though and we had to leave after six courses. I still had a lot more in me.	

DIMBLEBY  
Thank you. He’s the fourth member of our panel. [CLAPPING] And our first, first question please.

WOOD
In the TV series Yes Prime Minister Sir Humphrey observes “the greater the office the greater the paranoia”. Against the background of the Damian McBride affair is Gordon Brown paranoid?

DIMBLEBY  
Eric Pickles.

PICKLES
Kenneth Williams in the Carry On Cleopatra probably had it better – “Infamy, infamy, they’ve all got it in for me”. And it has been an extraordinary week with those, with those emails. I mean I will confess in politics you do occasionally get somebody that has this whizzy idea of producing smears. But by and large they are junior people, junior researchers or interns. It’s the first time ever I’ve come across somebody quite so important, the right hand man of, of, of Mr Brown. And I can’t really understand when the most sensible thing to do really last Saturday was to say “I’m really sorry about this. This is completely unacceptable”. Where we had wait right until almost tonight to hear an apology from, from, from Mr Brown. I don’t think there’s anything particularly wrong with the guidelines on these special advisors. It was clearly against, it was clearly against the rules. But I think we definitely need a change. And I’m afraid the change of culture can only come with the change of Prime Minister. [CLAPPING]

DIMBLEBY  
Is your charge in effect in that sense that Gordon Brown created Damian McBride-ism?

PICKLES
Well I mean his previous press officer Mr Whelan was if you remember had to resign over a leaked memo when he was attacking I think Mr Mandelson as he then was over his flat. And I think the reason why we’ve seen such aggression from Labour, from the Labour Party on this is that by and large Mr McBride was used as a means of disciplining unruly and independent minded Labour MPs. This was his first venture against the Conservatives. So we got a little bit of taste of what most Labour MPs have felt with a degree of terror over the last ten years.

DIMBLEBY  
Caroline Flint.

FLINT
Well the direct answer to your question is no. The Prime Minister when he heard about these emails did express his contempt for them. And the first thing that happened was that Damian McBride was out of a job with no severance pay, out of a job. And no matter how someone, how long someone might have worked at Number Ten or elsewhere, if they commit this sort of activity which I find disgusting, the Prime Minister’s made clear he finds disgusting, there’s no room for them. And that was made absolutely clear. That was followed with personal handwritten letters by the Prime Minister to every one of those MPs of whom these smears were directed at. And on the first occasion in which the Prime Minister was in the public eye on TV he said that he was sorry for what had happened. He’d also strengthened the code that affects all these special advisors. But also ..

DIMBLEBY  
Did the code need strengthening? Should people not know that it’s a sackable offence ..

FLINT
I think it’s ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. to do that kind of stuff?

FLINT
Jonathan, I think it’s absolutely clear by the letter from Sir Gus McDonald about the fact that this code was breached by Damian McBride. But I think what the Prime Minister ..

DIMBLEBY  
So it didn’t need a new code?

FLINT
But what the Prime Minister has sought to do is make that even clearer. And every special advisor will be expected to sign a statement to say that they fully understand implicitly what the code argues for.

DIMBLEBY  
But given the questioner’s question about paranoia and what Eric Pickles said about culture and the well known fact that Damian McBride was universally known in and around the village of Westminster as Damian McPoison, does it tell you anything about Gordon Brown’s approach that does suggest that it’s something that’s undesirable in general?

FLINT
I don’t think anybody is suggesting – and I have to say I haven’t heard it from Conservative Party representatives either – that Gordon Brown knew anything about these emails. Hundreds of people work in Number Ten ..

DIMBLEBY  
Yeah but they talk about the culture don’t they?

FLINT
For ..

DIMBLEBY  
The Conservative Opposition ..

FLINT
Hundreds of ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. has talked all the time and ..

FLINT
Hundreds of people ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. many others about the culture.

FLINT
Hundreds of people work in Number Ten. And they all have a duty responsibility in terms of how they behave and act. And as I said when this matter was brought to the attention of the Prime Minister McBride went with no severent, severance pay. He went, despite his long service as a civil servant in the Treasury and more recently in Number Ten.

DIMBLEBY  
Helen Mary Jones.

JONES
Well Caroline Flint’s done a good job of trying to defend the indefensible and you’ve got to give her credit for that. But this is not a kid just out of university as Eric Pickles has said. This is a senior advisor to the Prime Minister of these countries. This is, this is a mature man. And I’m sorry but for all the apologies I cannot believe that he did not at least think that the Prime Minister would approve of what he was doing. And I think the serious point about this is how bad it is for political culture.

FLINT
That is completely wrong. There is no way that the Prime Minister knew anything about these emails ..

JONES
I’m, I am ..

FLINT
.. or the smear campaign ..

JONES
.. I am not suggesting ..

FLINT
And he took action to make sure ..

JONES
Caroline Flint ..

FLINT
.. that this guy was got rid of.

JONES
.. I am not suggesting that he knew about the individual emails.

FLINT
Thank you.

JONES
But what I am – I have no way of knowing. But what I am suggesting is that an advisor that was as close to him as McBride was would surely have been acting in this way because he thought that that was permissible. I’m not sure if Gordon Brown is sorry that this has happened or sorry because he got caught. And the serious point about this .. [CLAPPING] The serious, the serious point about this is about how it reflects on politics in general. I mean we’ve reached a point in our countries where calling somebody a politician in a workplace is an insult. There are other countries where calling somebody a politician is a mark of respect. And I think it drags the whole of our democratic political culture down. We will reach a point when good people won’t want to be involved in politics. And I’m glad to say that we get some of these things slightly better in Wales and I think that may be because fifty per cent of our politicians are women. [CLAPPING]

DIMBLEBY  
Giles Coren.

COREN
I’m prepared to believe that Gordon Brown didn’t know about the emails. But the Italians who know a thing or two about bad government have a proverb which says “The fish rots from the head down”. And the people who are working for him are obviously delivering what they think he wants. In responding to the question the thing about the greater the office, the greater the paranoia – paranoia which of course is really a mental illness. It’s a thing from which Stalin and Hitler suffered and one wouldn’t make those comparisons. But paranoia is the mistaken belief that people are plotting against you. In Gordon Brown’s case they are plotting against him. So it’s not really a paranoia. [CLAPPING]

DIMBLEBY  
I’m going to go back to our, to our question on this, Jonathan Wood. What’s your own feeling about it?

JONATHAN WOOD
Well my feeling is that had it not been for the fact that this had been leaked of course Mr McBride would still be pursuing this thing. It’s the fact that it was leaked and we know about it that really has exposed something that was, is really pretty unpleasant.

FLINT
And I, you know, the fact is that no, as was made clear by the Permanent Secretary to the cabinet is that no other minister or no other special advisor knew about these emails. And you know ..

DIMBLEBY  
He said he’s taken, they have said that they haven’t and he’s taken them at their word for which there has been some criticism from some ..

FLINT
He, he has, he has written his letter back to Francis Maude that he’s looked into this matter and he’s been assured that no other minister and no other special advisor ..

PICKLES
But Caroline McBride, McBride was ..

FLINT
.. knew about these emails. 

PICKLES
The Prime Minister’s representative ..

FLINT
And the guy’s got his comeuppance and he’s gone.

PICKLES
... it wasn’t a junior guy.

FLINT
But, but ..

PICKLES
This was the number one guy.

FLINT
Look you know, there are as I said hundreds of people who work in Number Ten. Yes he had, yes ..

PICKLES
Yeah but he was at the top.

FLINT
I’m going to answer your question if I can Eric. Yes he had an important job. But to be honest it doesn’t matter how important a job someone’s got, if they behave like this they’re out the door.

DIMBLEBY  
Okay. We’re going to leave that there. [CLAPPING] And to our next please.

JAMES HARRIS
Thank you. James Harris. Is the disclosure by civil servants of failures in government policy a legitimate part of the democratic process?

DIMBLEBY  
This is the Damian Green affair as it’s known in your mind yes? Is the background?

HARRIS
Yes.

DIMBLEBY  
Yes. Helen Mary Jones.

JONES
I think it depends. I think if the civil servant is motivated by a major drive for the public good. If the civil servant feels that he or she – and we changed the law in nineteen eighty nine to protect civil servants who released information that they really felt they had to release because it was dangerous for the public not to know. If on the other hand the civil servant is politically motivated, if the civil servant is politically ambitious then I think there’s a real problem with that. And with this particular case I don’t think I’m in a position to say what the leaker’s motivation was. But it certainly doesn’t seem to me that any of the things that he leaked were of major national public concern. I think that there are serious issues about the way in which the House of Commons was invaded. I think we need to protect democracy. I, and I think that’s been acknowledged. I wouldn’t say for a moment that the Conservative spokesperson did anything wrong. He used the information that was brought to him. But we do have a proud tradition in this country of an independent civil service, a non-political civil service. Do we want to get to the point, as they do in the United States when the top levels of the civil service are cleared out when a new regime comes in and we have political people in those positions? I don’t think we do. So to come back to my basic answer to the question, should civil servants leak information? Only if they absolutely must. And only for the public good. And never for grubby party political advantage. [CLAPPING]

DIMBLEBY  
Minister?

FLINT
And of course there’s been a number of cases over many years under different governments where civil servants have disclosed information, usually on you know one issue which they felt had to be brought into the public domain. And I suppose on one level there’s a, you know there are rules that govern civil servants. But I suppose there’s a sort of, each of those cases represent very many different issues. In this matter we know there was at least twenty leaks by this individual. And the Director of Public Prosecutions has made clear that you know given that it was right there should be an investigation despite the conclusions that he came in terms of issuing a charge. So I do think there are some concerns about where there is systematic leaking of all sorts of information within a department. And I think that’s important as Helen says for the integrity of the civil service. But particularly for all those other civil servants who are trying to do their jobs without worrying about someone picking something of their desk and passing it onto parties outside of that department.

DIMBLEBY  
How do you explain the fact that the senior civil servant who instigated this criminal enquiry claimed – much criticised by the Home Affairs Committee – claimed that there was a serious set of national security issues when the Director of Public Prosecutions concludes that the information leaked was not secret information or information affecting national security. Moreover some of the information leaked undoubtedly touched on matters of public legitimate interest. How do you explain that contradiction unless it was an attempt to suppress merely an embarrassing set of leaks?

FLINT
I think as I said there had been a series of leaks from the department. And the Permanent Secretary of the Home Office was concerned about what leaks had already been in the public domain and what necessarily had gone out and hadn’t been put in the public domain. And if I could just you know put some facts into this as well. The Director of Public Prosecutions also said that there was a potential risk that – this is his quote. There was a potential risk that highly sensitive material relating to national security might be disclosed. The damage should not be underestimated. And once the pattern of leaks was established it was inevitable that a police investigation would follow. I think you know, you know with hindsight now we had a look at, the Director of Public Prosecutions looked at this and decided that criminal charges shouldn’t happen. But when you’re dealing with the Home Office, with the wide range of issues that they deal with, some of huge national importance, where you’ve got systematic leaking I think you should be precautionary about this matter. I think that’s only right.

DIMBLEBY  
Giles Coren.

COREN
I don’t know anything about the civil service. And I wouldn’t presume to comment on something like that. I’m only a restaurant critic. As a journalist I wouldn’t know what to do with a leaked memo from the civil service. That’s why I have to write about food. There’s no such thing as a water tight organisation. And I sort of felt sorry for all of them. If you Google – and I never would. None of us do Google our own name. But if you were to Google my name, the new service that Google offers which suggests what you might be looking for, you’ll get Giles Coren – halfway through Coren you’ll get “email”. That’s an email that I wrote, there’s a number of emails that I wrote to other employees at the Times, the newspaper I worked for, telling them exactly what I thought unfortunately at about three o'clock in the morning. And ..

DIMBLEBY  
In expletive laden language?

COREN
Expletive. You’d never think it of me but it’s full of, full of naughty words and the people who I was emailing to on a couple of occasions leaked these emails to rival newspapers and people found out about it and I didn’t come out of it very well, although I got on the front page of the Guardian. And the thing is, is that I, I sort of, I learnt my lesson you know. It’s not a water tight organisation, even the Times. And things will, you know the truth will out. Things will get out. And I’ve had to mend my ways and you know perhaps the, the civil servants will have to do the same.

DIMBLEBY  
Eric Pickles, can I pick up on what was most recently said by the minister to the effect it was inevitable, citing the DPP, that police investigations would occur? Because the Conservatives have sought to suggest that the Home Secretary is in some way to blame for endorsing the fact that this police investigation took place. 

PICKLES
I think it’s fair to say that the Home Secretary’s been a bit cack-handed in this, this and a number of other affairs. But I mean let’s get a sense of proportion here. The information that was obtained was about some fiddled immigration figures. The fact that we had an illegal immigrant operating in government service. These were things that are hardly going to bring the realm down. But what I think it does demonstrate is in many ways it’s connected with the last question the sort of the two Damians – the Damian McBride and the Damian Green – is that we’ve got a government that feels that it can use the full panoply of the state to crush individuals. Now come on, seeing some, some civil servant threaten them with life imprisonment, a member of parliament with life imprisonment over these kind of, of, of leaks. At no occasion was the defence of the realm at risk. At no occasion was lives at risk. At no occasion was national security. 

FLINT
Can I ..

PICKLES
And what simply, and what simply has happened Caroline is that you’ve just decided, because it’s become politically convenient, in order to prop up a failing Home Secretary and a failing department, a department not fit for purpose, that you’ve just overstepped ..

FLINT
Eric ..

PICKLES
.. the mark Caroline. 

FLINT
Eric let’s be, let’s .. [CLAPPING] lets ..

DIMBLEBY  
Caroline Flint.

FLINT
Let, let’s, let’s just, let’s just be clear about some facts here. First of all the Home Secretary did not seek the police investigation. That was carried out by the Permanent Secretary. She was only informed about the arrest of Damian Green later on.

DIMBLEBY  
She had, just in that context. She had earlier had ferocious by the account of the Permanent civil service secretary, said that steam was coming out of their ears – ferocious rows with her Permanent Secretary presumably saying what on earth is happening here. Why haven’t you got it under control?

FLINT
Of course. Of course a Home Secretary doing their job would be worried about leaks coming out of department. And can I just, just on the record here, when this first came out about these leaks David Davis the former Shadow Home Secretary said, and I quote, about leaks that they receive “In about half of the cases we decided not to because we think there are reasons perhaps of national security of military or terrorism reasons not to put them into the public domain”. I think that’s an admission by David Davis ..

PICKLES
Is that the best you can do?

FLINT
.. that they have received information that actually is national ..

PICKLES
Is that really the best you can do?

FLINT
.. security and terrorism and it’s the Tory Party choosing ..

PICKLES
Oh for goodness sake.

FLINT
.. not to put them in the public domain.

PICKLES
Come on.

FLINT
I think that’s pretty outrageous.

PICKLES
Come on.

JONES
There’s another .. [CLAPPING]

PICKLES
That’s the equivalent of .. 

JONES
...

PICKLES
... this turbulent priest.

FLINT
Well that’s what he said Eric.

PICKLES
He’s creating a, you’re creating a ..

FLINT
He admitted they received information. 

PICKLES
.. you’re creating a culture inside where you think the state is the Labour Party ..

JONES
There’s ..

PICKLES
.. and it isn’t.

DIMBLEBY  
Helen Mary Jones.

JONES
There’s another, there’s another pretty ugly aspect to all of this that I don’t think has been widely picked up and that is the nature of the stuff that was leaked. If the debate at a Westminster level about immigration and asylum was not so poisonous, if we didn’t have such hostility in sections of the media to people who come into our country, these stories would not have been leaked because they wouldn’t have been that embarrassing. 

DIMBLEBY  
Okay. 

JONES
And I think that both the two big parties here have to take some responsibility for that. [CLAPPING]

DIMBLEBY  
Thank you. And let’s move onto our next question with a reminder of the Any Answers phone number after the Saturday broadcast of this programme. It is 03700 100444 and the email address is any.answers@bbc.co.uk.  Our next question please.

ANN SINCLAIR
Ann Sinclair. Are the riot police running riot? [CLAPPING]

DIMBLEBY  
Giles Coren.

COREN
They’re all such serious, serious stories this week. It could have been any week that I came on Any Questions. Incredibly hard questions about national security and the state and the police and ..

DIMBLEBY  
But you have, you presumably occasionally watch television and read newspapers apart from your own column and therefore will have a, perhaps a reaction to what you’ve seen in relation to the G20 demonstration which I think is the focus of the question unless I’m entirely wrong.

COREN
Absolutely. And but one is sort of torn. As you grow up your relations with the police change. And I used to go to watch football matches a lot in the eighties when there was a lot of football violence and a lot of football fans were injured by police. And we’ve had the, an anniversary this week which was where people were crying out for justice at the, at the memorial service. And some people suggested there was police responsibility there. Others think not. I saw lots of really scary policing and I was a sort of fourteen, fifteen year old public school boy. And I, there was a very, very strong feeling that football hooliganism in the nineteen eighties was a thing that was, for which the police had a high responsibility and I saw the police behaving in terrible, terrible ways to football fans because of what they expected was going to happen because of the expectations that were created on them, because the things that the police had seen on the television, things they believed were going to happen. It was amazing how different the press responses were to the way that the Countryside Alliance march was policed where, and the way this, the things that happened in the last couple of weeks were policed. And I think you know you have, I have enormous sympathy for this – it seems the wrong thing to say – but this possible charge of manslaughter today that, that the policeman was only doing his job. And he’d been led to believe by certain parts of the media that he was going to expect certain kinds ..

JONES
Giles, hitting, hitting an unarmed civilian over the head with a piece of wood is not doing your job particularly if he’s not attacking you. [CLAPPING]

COREN
No. I’m saying I’ve got, I’ve got sympathy with the individual rather than sympathy with the organisation is that they, the police are a collection of individuals. And they, you know the, Ian Tomlinson was, appears to be an entirely innocent man and was incredibly unlucky and it was horrible. And policing’s an incredibly difficult thing to do. And they get, they, I don’t know how good their orders are likely to be in the morning. And they address each thing as it comes along. And I can only imagine that this policeman’s career is over. And I’m sure he didn’t get up in the morning and plan to hurt anyone.

MAN
At least he got up!

DIMBLEBY  
So far, so far ..

COREN
But ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. we have the case of Ian Tomlinson with an unnamed police officer who’s been told he’s under suspicion of manslaughter but no charges have been brought. And the case of the police officer who allegedly hit very hard Nicky Fisher on her leg. And there have been pictures in a newspaper of a significant wound which is allegedly a consequence of that. Helen Mary Jones against that and what you’ve just said before are the riot police running riot?

JONES
These situations are incredibly difficult to police. I don’t think, you know anybody on this panel or in this audience would say otherwise. I read a very interesting line that really hit home in one of the newspapers today, where there was a headline that said “We need to be on the same side of the police but the police need to be on the same, on the side of the law”. And it’s absolutely crucial. And I think I was interested in Giles talking about his historical experiences. I was going back to the days of the miners’ strike twenty five years ago when police officers with riot shields stood on picket lines waving – and these were individuals choosing. They weren’t under orders to wave their massive payslips under the miners’ noses. They were choosing to do that. Now you contrast that kind of very aggressive policing and this business of corralling people, whether they’re demonstrators or not. Kettling I think it’s called. That, I think that has to stop because that creates confrontation. But you contrast that with say what’s been achieved by Sir Hugh Orde in Northern Ireland over the last seven years where you had a very polarised, very polarised communities who didn’t want to support the police service. And by talking, not by confronting but by talking, by bringing people in, he, not alone but with his officers, has built a very different atmosphere around policing in the north of Ireland. But you can only do that by consent. You can only police by consent. And you don’t do that by humiliating the people that you’re supposed to be policing let alone by attacking them. This has happened again and again and again. Surely you know I can think of occurrences in eighty nine, eighty four ..

DIMBLEBY  
Okay.

JONES
... ninety seven. We have to learn lessons from this now.

DIMBLEBY  
Thank you. Eric Pickles. [CLAPPING]

PICKLES
I’m going to have to say this. I’m really very unhappy about the way in which we have apparently judged this nameless police officer. I think that police officer is entitled to justice and the assumption of innocence until proved otherwise. Now like you I listened to that news report on the way here. And my understanding was that this guy did have a heart attack but he also had internal bleeding and there is a matter of, of uncertainty at this point as to actually what killed him and what contributed to his heart attack.

DIMBLEBY  
I think we’ve been very careful to ..

PICKLES
Yeah but ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. leave that open because the ..

PICKLES
Absolutely. And he’s entitled ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. fact of the matter is of course he’s only been told he is suspected.

PICKLES
Absolutely.

DIMBLEBY  
There is absolutely no charge yet as I said.

PICKLES
Absolutely. And there might never be a charge. Now on the question of the way in which our riot police act, well we don’t really have any riot police. And we’re not actually very good at it because we don’t, except for very bad occasions in our past, have much experience of this. Giles talked about the, the experience of Hillborough, Hillsborough at which the police mistook what was happening in those confined cage – I said cages cos in truth they were – those confined areas for riots. And a lot of people died. This kettling was produced because of the destruction that occurred throughout the centre of London in I think it was two thousand and one. But our police officers have no more powers in terms of aggression than you and I have. And they have to always behave proportionately and reasonably and use, and use – well I mean I have to say, it’s one of the reasons why I’m in politics is to prevent someone like you sir organising a lynch mob against the innocent. 

DIMBLEBY  
...

PICKLES
And ... and have a, and have a ... 

JONES
Come on!

DIMBLEBY  
Eric Pickles. Eric, Eric Pickles ..

PICKLES
... and should behave reasonably. 

DIMBLEBY  
Can you just pause for a second, pause for a second because of the way in which the microphones may or may not be heard. Someone at the back said “nonsense” when you were saying what you were saying. And you interpreted him as ..

PICKLES
I didn’t hear “nonsense”. I did not hear “nonsense”.

DIMBLEBY  
Right. 

FLINT
I ... say nonsense.

PICKLES
I heard something much stronger than “nonsense”.

DIMBLEBY  
Well I, well ..

FLINT
No he didn’t.

PICKLES
... 

DIMBLEBY  
I heard “nonsense” but whatever it was ..

FLINT
He said “nonsense”.

PICKLES
Yeah.

DIMBLEBY  
.. you drew the conclusion from that – it’s only, I’m explaining to the listening audience elsewhere. 

PICKLES
Yeah.

DIMBLEBY  
You drew the conclusion from that that he was the kind of person who might lead a lynch mob against the police.

PICKLES
I think this police officer, I feel really strongly about it. I mean for – various things might not have been picked up. But there’s been a general feeling that this man is guilty. And I think he’s entitled to a fair hearing. I really do. [CLAPPING]

DIMBLEBY  
Caroline Flint.

FLINT
Well Eric is right. Everybody is innocent until proven guilty. And that’s why it’s absolutely right that in relation to the two incidents both involving the death of Ian Tomlinson and the incident with the young woman as well that they are thoroughly investigated by the Independent Police Complaints Commission. And I think that’s certainly from listening to the radio on the way here the family of Ian Tomlinson want to see happen. But I think none of us seeing these clips – and they are clips and we have to be thinking about that. We don’t see the other maybe footage that’s available. And I understand that Sir Paul Stephenson has said that he will make available any footage that the police have of the incidents at the G20. But what we saw in terms of someone being hit from behind, in terms of Ian Tomlinson and the smack across the face and the baton I think are very ..

COREN
That’s what the police do. That’s what the police do when they’re controlling crowds.

FLINT
Sorry, hang on a second. I think are very disturbing. Sir Paul Stephens also said it’s absolutely the case that uniformed police officers should be identifiable at all times. 

PICKLES
Absolutely.

FLINT
There is no excuse.

PICKLES
Absolutely. [CLAPPING]

FLINT
For that. So you know I think on the wider context we live in a country, countries where actually people are able to, are able to protest peacefully ..

MAN
Yeah.

FLINT
And pretty much over all I think actually we have police that enforce public order in a way in which people can do that.

DIMBLEBY  
Minister does it worry you that none of this which you’ve just described as being of great concern would have come to light unless there had been amateur video?

FLINT
Well ..

DIMBLEBY  
And in the case of Ian Tomlinson [CLAPPING] in the case of Ian – I’m not saying that it may not have ... in the case of ..

FLINT
Yeah.

DIMBLEBY  
.. Ian Tomlinson there might not have been a second autopsy, whatever that may or may not imply.

FLINT
I, well I mean I understand that the IPCC and Ian Tomlinson’s family I understand requested a second forensic autopsy and, but in terms of the investigations I think that’s something that the IPC will look into. It’s also I have to say the case that Her Majesty’s Inspector of Constabulary has also been asked to look at the tactics for pub.. public order and how it is policed at such events. And I welcome that too. But I think you know over all actually our policing is more accountable than it ever was. And we’ve learned a lot of lessons from the miners strike but also of policing football matches too. 

DIMBLEBY  
Very briefly Eric Pickles.

PICKLES
I just want to be clear, if excessive force has been used then the officer should feel full punishment. I want to be absolutely clear on that and I agree with what Caroline’s just said.

DIMBLEBY  
And equally briefly if you would Helen Mary Jones.

JONES
I think it brings, comes back to me, this whole business about policing about consent. I’ve been on a good few demonstrations in my time and when they’re effectively policed they’re policed with a smile and with good grace. And then the demonstrators will turn over any trouble makers to the police. But if we see those pictures of apparently innocent people being hit with batons what does it do to our faith in the police service? And I’m afraid I’m not sanguine unlike Caroline Flint. I think there are lessons that still haven’t been learnt.

FLINT
Well that’s why we’re having the investigation. [CLAPPING] Excuse me, that’s why we’re having the investigation.

DIMBLEBY  
Individuals apparently being hit by batons. Giles.

COREN
I just think it’s a fascinating irony that in the end the people who are almost afraid of CCTV and cameras everywhere, they infringe our rights in a police state, in the end it’s possible that all those cameras and the CCTV will be able to bring a case against the police.

DIMBLEBY  
Thank you. We’re going to move on to our next..

BETTY SAUNDERS
Betty Saunders. Was the nurse who was struck off yesterday a hero for exposing the plight of elderly patients or a villain for filming them in their distress?

DIMBLEBY  
This was Margaret Heywood who collaborated with the Panorama programme to expose alleged very bad treatment of patients. Minister?

FLINT
I think where there are vulnerable adults or children being looked after, whether it’s in the NHS or in care homes or anywhere else there has to be the opportunity for members of staff or for that matter families to raise attention of what is going on if it is you know, wrong. And I do think there are different ways that that can be done. Obviously in this case from what I’ve read the nurse in question said her managers weren’t listening. But there are other ways in which you can bring attention to this which I think could have been followed through. I ..

DIMBLEBY  
What would be the key other way?

FLINT
Well for example you could raise it with your trade union. You could take it to the Healthcare Commission. There is actually a helpline now, a confidential helpline that the government’s set up for anybody in the NHS who wants to whistle blow on things they see when they’re carrying out their duties. And we have also enshrined in law protection from whistle blowers who want to bring to public attention this sort of terrible activity towards people who are at their most vulnerable. But in terms of filming people, when they are most vulnerable without their consent I have real worries about that because I think there are other ways you can bring this to attention without infringing I think the rights of those individuals, some in the last hours of their life by filming them in this way. [CLAPPING]

DIMBLEBY  
Helen Mary Jones.

JONES
I think this is incredibly difficult because I think the main question is what failed. This is clearly a responsible person who felt that she had tried to raise her concerns through all the routes that Caroline Flint has highlighted and hadn’t been successful. I was working in Children’s Services back in the nineteen eighties when it was very difficult to make issues known and we know what happened because of that. We know the child abuse that went on in children’s homes, that it was very difficult to relieve. I thought we’d changed that culture. The legislation to protect whistle blowers we welcome. But now we’re in a situation where the nurse is, has lost not only her job but the right to nurse. My understanding is and I hope others will correct me if I’m wrong was that though the patients were filmed without their consent, and most of them were not in a fit state to give consent anyway, nothing was broadcast without the families’ consent. Now if that’s right and if the families felt that the only way to get these appalling, this appalling abuse addressed was for it to be brought into the public light of day then I think the nurse has been responsible. Of course none of us were in the RCN hearing. We don’t know the full details. I don’t know enough about what this lady did to try and blow the whistle before to know whether she went too far or not. But please, please do not let us go back to the situation where public servants looking after vulnerable people cannot find a way of blowing the whistle. Because if we do not let them blow the whistle the abuse will continue. And I say that as absolutely from the heart, as somebody who once or twice felt I should have said something and didn’t. And I’ll regret that for the rest of my life.  [CLAPPING]

DIMBLEBY  
Eric Pickles.

PICKLES
I mean I think there is a culture in some parts of the health service that doesn’t treat the whistle blower very well, that is obsessed with targets and is obsessed with pleasing ministers and pleasing politicians and pleasing management. And I think what we need is to find a situation where people in the latter part of their life can be treated with, with dignity. All of us, or those of us on here are MPs or members of the Assembly have cases where we can point to where perhaps the standards of cleanliness and caring, some, has not, falls well short of what’s necessary. But I think the dilemma that they had and it’s almost goes back to the last, last case ..

DIMBLEBY  
 “They” being who?

PICKLES
The disciplinary of the nurse. Almost goes back to the last point of at what point do you stop filming and do you start doing something about it. Is it legitimate always to be a recorder of tragedy or at some point do you put the camera down and help? And I think we had a nurse there who was seeing suffering and I think it’s such a difficult dilemma. I think you’d cure the dilemma by making, by being in a position whereby the cultural is one ... where you see wrong, where you see poor care, that you are rewarded both in terms of esteem and respect for bringing things forward.

DIMBLEBY  
Giles Coren.

COREN
I suppose to bring about an outcome which is eventually going to be beneficial to other people there sometimes have to be victims or people whose dignity is ridden over rather roughshod. But it does seem there’s got to be some point in your life when people stop filming you.

DIMBLEBY  
Okay. Betty Saunders, you posed that dilemma. What’s your feeling about it?

SAUNDERS
Well providing that permission was given by the people or the families before the film was actually shown then I applaud this woman. [CLAPPING] I experienced something similar with my own mother in, not in Brighton but not too far from Brighton. And that was fifteen years ago and I think nothing’s changed. So therefore yes I say good for Margaret Heywood and I’m sorry she’s lost her career.

DIMBLEBY  
Thank you. If you have thoughts about that or any of the other issues we’re discussing I’ll remind you of that number once again for Any Answers is 03700 100444 and the email address is any.answers@bbc.co.uk. Our next question please.

SIMON WISE
Simon Wise. Would any of the panel buy an electric car even with a government subsidy?

DIMBLEBY  
Giles Coren would you buy an electric car even with a government subsidy which is rumoured to be something – some people say it’s going to be two thousand. Others say it’s going to be a five thousand for, for trading in your new-ish or old-ish, old-ish banger in ...?

COREN
I’m so, I’m so confused by all the maths about the things, the carbon emissions, the things you’re meant to throw away in order to get the new ones. And I’m, I have a Ford Fiesta which, which never works so I never, I never emit any carbon emissions. And the thing about it that usually doesn’t work is the battery which makes me really worried about an electric car ... I need someone to – I can’t even do long division. But I need someone to show me where the energy’s going to come from that’s going to pulp my car and put it somewhere and then, and then go into electric. And then I’ll get an electric car. That would be fun. Because I can pretend I’m on a milk float. Cos there aren’t any milk men any more. And I really miss the sound in the morning of that thing .. So yeah I can, I’ll carry milk in it. [CLAPPING]

DIMBLEBY  
Eric Pickles.

PICKLES
Oh this is really bad, terribly bad for my image but I actually drive a hybrid car.

JONES
Well done. 

PICKLES
And I just love .. [CLAPPING] I just love that milk float feeling when it sets off cos it’s like completely silent. So I mean I think it’s a wonderful idea that Mr Brown is potentially going to give me nine grand. It’s a wonderful idea. But I’m not entirely sure he should be putting all our eggs in one basket because there’s hydrogen ... 

COREN
You’re a milk man who carries eggs? They were the best kind.

PICKLES
And if you remember the orange, the orange squash. Well that was pretty damn cool. But you know there’s hydrogen just around the corner. That’s possible. I was looking at a hydrogen Ford Transit the other day. The problem with electric cars is there’s no real infrastructure out there in order to deal with them. And the industry got burnt terribly badly with liquid petroleum gas when this was going to be the new panacea and they went out and produced all the, the filling stations and the subsidy went and the market disappeared. So I think it would be a mistake for the government just to concentrate totally on electric and hybrids. Look at hydrogen.

DIMBLEBY  
Have you followed closely the to and fro about carbon emissions cos there are those who argue indeed ..

PICKLES
Yeah, absolutely.

DIMBLEBY  
.. that your, that your hybrid car ..

PICKLES
Absolutely right. 

DIMBLEBY  
.. is, emits in the end because of the energy that has to be put into it by various sources, as much carbon et cetera, et cetera.

PICKLES
And the lithium’s coming from Tibet and it’s all terrible. And I know. I’m probably, I’m probably a criminal for actually having a hybrid. 

DIMBLEBY  
You got it cos you like the silence.

PICKLES
It’s just so cool. It’s just so cool.

COREN
Doesn’t, doesn’t the Prince of Wales have a car that runs on wine?

JONES
Welsh wine probably.

FLINT
Seems a waste.

COREN
Isn’t it waste wine, organic wine? Did I make that up?

DIMBLEBY  
A question that hangs in the air. We could ask him or one of his people to ring into Any Answers and let us know. Number for Any Answers for anyone at St James’s or Clarence House, wherever, 03700 100444. What, would you do this with electric car as it were Helen Mary Jones?

JONES
Well I think I might if I thought there’d be enough power points for me to plug it into. And also if I could be sure that the, that what was creating the electricity to drive it wasn’t worse than the petrol in the first place. So .. [CLAPPING] I also think that electric cars might be more of a solution for more urban and suburban areas. I mean in a place like this or in Mid Wales where, over the border where I grew up, the chances of us having enough power points are pretty slim. What I would like to see the government considering is looking at the subsidy that the French and Germans have introduced for buying newer, cleaner cars that I know that, I mean I’ve got a particular interest in this because I know that that’s actually creating some work in my constituency because there’s a factory that makes parts for newer cleaner cars that are sold in Germany. So I think by all means subsidise electric cars if we’ve got the infrastructure there but let’s also think about subsidising the newer other, other newer cleaner cars to make it easier for people to buy ordinary cars that use less fuel and to create some more jobs in places like Llanelli. Thank you very much German government. [CLAPPING] 

DIMBLEBY  
What’s the official government line on whether you would buy an electric car? Are all ministers going – I know you actually have hybrid ones.

FLINT
Well I haven’t had a dictat.. on that yet. We have a ..

DIMBLEBY  
You haven’t had a line to take on this?

FLINT
Not, well no. We’ve got a, we, my husband and I we own one car and it’s a Citroen Xsara Picasso. My government car is a P... hybrid which I have to say, you’re absolutely right Eric, they’re very quiet. They’re so quiet sometimes that pedestrians don’t realise it’s coming along and walk out in front of you. So we’ve had a few ..

PICKLES
That’s the best bit.

FLINT
.. we’ve had a few occasions where I’ve been a bit worried about us running somebody over in this hybrid car. But you know I think it is about choice. And one of the interesting things, I think in Paris they do have actually power points throughout the city. But from what I understand some of the cars that people currently use are quite small, two, really for two people. Now I think if we’re going to make this more accessible then families want more mainstream technology in using this for family cars. And of course infrastructure is important to that. So we need to sort of you know set a bit of a direction here about encouraging industry to step up to the plate. And I agree with what Helen said about you know it’s ... we’re having electric cars but where’s the source of electricity coming from. And I think all of this is quite exciting because I think this sort of technology in so many different areas, whether it’s cars or energy, offers some real hope for jobs for the future that are cleaner and greener. 

DIMBLEBY  
Which takes us to our next question. 

PENN
Hi there. I’m Mike Penn. Is it right that opposing the sighting of wind farms on loss of amenity grounds should become as socially unacceptable as smoking in public places? 

DIMBLEBY  
Do you think it should be as socially unacceptable as smoking in public places? I’ll start with you minister?

FLINT
I have to say it’s interesting, as Europe Minister I, by my counterparts in other part of Europe, I have been asked that so often by my opposite numbers about the smoking ban in the UK, particularly from some colleagues in other parts of Europe who, who smoke a lot. But that’s never going to go away. But in terms of wind farms you know I, I think wind farms you know whether they’re on land or at sea offer you know part of the solution to sort of the energy mix we want. And I think you know part of what we have to do when we are creating new ideas about energy and deciding where they should be is really engage local communities about what it’s for ..

DIMBLEBY  
Can I, can I ask you cos we’re ..

FLINT
Sorry.

DIMBLEBY  
.. we haven’t got a lot of time. Does that mean that you do think it should become as socially unacceptable as smoking in public places?

FLINT
No. I think, no I think what we should look at is what they can contribute. I think we should listen to communities as well. But I think part of it is having that bigger discussions about what the benefits are.

DIMBLEBY  
I do have to remind you before moving on that I think I’m right in saying that the Secretary of State Ed Miliband has said, and I think that’s where the quote comes from, that it should become as socially unacceptable ..

FLINT
Well ..

DIMBLEBY  
.. as smoking in public places.

FLINT
.. there you go.

DIMBLEBY  
You’ll have to have a conversation with him. 

FLINT
I will. But it’s ..

DIMBLEBY  
Helen Mary Jones.

FLINT
.. about getting the mix.

JONES
Well as, when last I looked smoking in public places wasn’t socially unacceptable, it was illegal. And I don’t think I’d want to make opposing wind farm developments illegal. But in the end, look it’s as simple as this isn’t it – and I, you know we’ve all faced this in our constituencies. You cannot have electricity without some kind of environmental impact. Do you want to live near a wind farm or do you want to live near a nuclear power station or an open c... coalmine. 

MAN
Hoorah. 

JONES
You know. [CLAPPING] Or [CLAPPING] or do you want to go back to the days when we all lived, when we all dipped our own tallow candles. Or do you want to go to the point which of course is how it is in developing countries where rich people can afford electricity and poor people can’t. In the end nobody’s suggesting that wind farms are the whole solution ..

FLINT
No.

JONES
But they’ve got to be part of the answer and if you want energy you have to put up with some kind of environmental impact, seems to me that on the whole in the right place wind farms are a lot better bet than open cask coal or nuclear. Thank you. [CLAPPING]

DIMBLEBY  
Giles Coren.

COREN
You’re worried about where we’re going to get the, all the electricity to fuel Eric and my milk floats so this is obviously a green place ... I think if you make them as socially un...acceptable as smoking wind farms will only huddle around the bottoms of office blocks doing it in their lunch breaks. [CLAPPING] 

DIMBLEBY  
And finally Eric, Eric Pickles.

PICKLES
I’m a, I’m a bit of a twticher and I, inappropriately placed wind farms, all you do is just have shredded, rather than shredded squirrels you have ..

FLINT
... 

PICKLES
.. dickey birds. So providing that it’s sensibly placed I can’t see a problem with a wind farm but God save us from the nanny state of ministers lecturing what is socially or not acceptable. 

FLINT
Ooh Eric. 

DIMBLEBY  
Let me just ask our audience here. Who thinks that opposing the sighting of wind farms on amenity grounds should become as socially unacceptable as smoking in public places? Would you put your hands up? Who thinks it should not become as socially unacceptable as smoking in public places? Well the majority here believe it should not become socially unacceptable or at least as socially unacceptable as smoking in public places which takes us to the end of this week’s programme. Next week we’re going to be in Berkshire in Cookham and the panel will be, or include at least Justin Greening who’s the shadow communities and local government minister, David Laws for the Liberal Democrats, the outgoing poet laureate Andrew Motion and there’ll be another as  well. We’ll discover that in due course. Meanwhile don’t forget Any Answers, quick check on that number – 03700 100444 but for now from the Ludlow Assembly Rooms in Britain’s loveliest town goodbye. [CLAPPING]

END OF PROGRAMME


