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Climate Asia’s research has used a mixed methods approach, including 
qualitative and quantitative methods, to understand people’s perceptions 
of changes in climate and the environment as well as the impacts of these 
changes on their lives. The findings will inform adequate communication to 
support people’s needs in responding to these changes

Qualitative research 

In Indonesia, qualitative research included 22 in-depth interviews with experts and opinion-
formers, 16 audience focus groups and seven community assessments across Indonesia. 

The in-depth interviews were conducted with key experts and opinion-formers from national 
and local government, the media, the private sector, civil society, science and academia. Focus 
group participants were members of the public from three provinces – Jakarta, Riau and Eastern 
Java – and included people from rural areas, smaller cities with under one million people and 
larger cities. In each location, focus group participants were selected according to age, gender, 
occupation and social class to capture a diversity of views within the population. 

The locations for the seven community assessments were chosen from seven different provinces. 
They were Jakarta, Central Java, West Java, Jambi, South East Sulawesi, West Nusa Tenggara and 
West Kalimantan. Vulnerable regions and populations within these provinces were chosen with 
help from local experts and NGOs.

Initial insights from some of this research and the communication development process, 
which included workshops and an evaluation of existing initiatives, shaped the approach to 
quantitative research.

Quantitative research 

In Indonesia, the project surveyed 4,985 people following a stratified random sampling approach. 
First, the country’s population was separated by province. In each province, regencies were 
randomly chosen. Within each regency a number of sub-districts were chosen from urban and 
rural areas following the probability proportionate to size (PPS) method. A total of 107 sub-
districts were chosen across Indonesia. Within each sub-district, up to 50 households were 
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randomly selected following the right-hand rule of field movement and five households were 
skipped after every successful interview.

The data was then analysed using many different variables to examine patterns in the data. 
One variable used was the type of area. This variable involved splitting up areas into three 
groups: rural, smaller cities of under one million and larger cities. Based on data from Statistics 
Indonesia,11 cities of over one million were Jakarta, Surabaya and Bandung.

Provinces included in the Climate Asia survey

Climate Asia used the terms Eastern Java, Western Java, Northern Sumatra, Southern Sumatra, 
Sulawesi, Kalimantan and Eastern Islands to describe areas across provinces. The list below 
shows which areas these terms cover.

11BPS: Statistics Indonesia ( January 2012) Population of Indonesia by Province [online] Available from:http://www.bps.go.id/eng/menutab.
php?kat=1&tabel=1&id_subyek=12 [Accessed 21 July 2012]

ACEH

NORTHERN SUMATRA

WESTERN 
SUMATRA

RIAU

LAMPUNG

CAPITAL CITY DISTRICT OF JAKARTA

WESTERN JAVA

CENTRAL JAVA

EASTERN JAVA

WEST KALIMANTAN 

BALI

WESTERN NUSA TENGGARA

EASTERN NUSA TENGGARA 

SOUTHERN SULAWESI 

BANTEN

SOUTHERN 
SUMATRA
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Climate Asia research areas Provinces

Provinces

North Sumatra

West Sumatra

Northern Sumatra Aceh

Riau

South Sumatra

Southern Sumatra Lampung

Jakarta

Central Java*

West Java

Western Java Banten

Central Java* 

Eastern Java East Java

Bali

East Nusa Tenggara

Eastern Islands West Nusa Tenggara

Kalimantan West Kalimantan

Sulawesi South Sulawesi

Composition of Climate Asia research areas

*Primary sampling units in the province of Central Java were split between the Climate Asia research areas of Western Java and Eastern Java

The quantitative research was carried out during the dry season. If it had been carried out at a 
different time of the year it is possible that this may have produced slightly different results, for 
instance in perceptions of change in rainfall.


